
   

  

 
                                                                                                        

  
 

 
 

 

     
 

 

Have you seen the following social 

media ad? 

 

Now FREE! By the creators of FatBooth, BaldBooth, 

MixBooth, UglyBooth, &  BoothStache… comes 

Agingbooth a free app that allows you to see 

yourself younger, older and even a different 

gender.   Sound interesting? Get the free app today.  
 

You guessed it.  Free and maybe funny.  I downloaded the app.  Took my picture and waited for the results.  
Now I was anticipating something different than I received.   A few days earlier a friend on Facebook used a post 
and photo analysis app to determine your age based upon appearance, body, mind and attitude.  My overall 
scores based upon my social media posts were 18, 25, 47, and 27 giving me a quotient score of 33 years old. I 
liked that score! (A good Jesus score.)  Given that scientific result, I was interested in what I might look like when I 
get older.  So I gave Agingbooth a try.  As the processing dial completed its 360-degree sweep a picture popped up.  
You guessed it.  There was no change.  It was the same picture.  Just to double check things I used a picture of 

Sue. (I won’t be sharing her results.)   According to the app, I was already 
old and nothing was going to change.  Bummer!   

                                                                                                                                                                                       

Continued on page 2. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

“Awakening the Imagination to God’s Story of Extravagant Love & Grace”  
 

  M a y  2 0 1 7  

 

 
 

An Encounter with Jesus  
  

Oh, where are you walking?” 
I asked the strange man. 

“I’m walking to Jesus 
By anyway I can.” 

“And how will you know Him?” 
I quickly pursued. 

“By the wounds in His hands 
And a cross that is crude.” 

“How will you speak to Him? 
And what will you say?” 

“I’ll bow down on my knees, 
And pray for grace ev’ry day.  

“Come with me!” said the man. 
“He loves you the same. 

He chose you to be His 
Disciple by name.” 

~ Ginny Goodman 

 
 

  

  

 

 
 
      EVENTS 
 

15th  Father’s    
         Day 
 
22nd -26th   
           VBS 
 
28th   Men’s   
          Fishing 
         Day 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 

  
 

------------- 
 

“The fundamental action 
word in the Bible as it 
concerns the voice of the 
living God is not obey or 
submit.  It is to Listen.”       
                         Leonard Sweet 
 

“Jesus said, ‘My sheep 
hear my voice and I 

know them and they 
follow me.’”                                                

John 10:27 
 

“Whoever has ears,  
let them hear what  
the Spirit the says  
to the churches.”    
 Revelation 2:11 

JOIN US ON WEDNESDAY, 
MAY 10th @ 6:30 PM 

 as we continue our 
discernment and listen to God 
for His ministry for CtK.   
Join in our journey. 
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That got me to thinking about the church, specifically Christ the King Church.  If I took a snapshot from the 
back during a Sunday worship service what would the Agingbooth app reveal?  Might it just reveal similar results, 
a graying out, grandparent collage congregation?  As they say, “a picture never lies.”   But is it the whole truth?   
 

In the introduction of the book, “The Phenomenon: Pressure, the Yips and the Pitch that Changed My Life,” an 
autobiography of Rick Ankiel, there is an interesting phrase that is used multiple times.  “There is the life you 
always wanted. Then there is the life you got.  The challenge is what to do with it.”    That pretty much sums up   
life.  Reality is reality, or so it seems.  
 

But there is another facet of reality we need to be aware of.  Fr. James Mallon in the book, “The Divine 
Renovation” shares a mis-focused reality illustration from J.R.R. Tolkien's classic novel, The Lord of the Rings trilogy, 
from the 26th and last ruling steward of Gondor, named Denethor.  He was described as “noble and powerful….  
proud, tall, wise, far-sighted, and valiant; ‘more kingly’ than any of his predecessors for a long time. He proved a 
masterful lord and a great ruler, seeing to all things large and small under his command”   [The Return of the 
King, Appendix A].   But something happened.  The line of kings, like in Judah after the exile, had ceased, and 
stewards ruled like Denethor.   As time went by, hope for the return of the King waned, survival and future hope 
flickered.  Inevitability, forgetfulness took hold.  It became just enough to exist. The need for the King’s return, 
the true King, became just a memory with no present impact.   A second mistake was a distorted view of reality.  
Denethor had been using one of the lost Palantir stones, magical stones that allowed you to see the world around 
you.  The problem was that the evil villain, Lord Saron, was controlling the vision of the stones to reveal his 
reality, a hopeless reality ruled by darkness. 
 

Time and vision, how we experience and begin to look at life can alter our reality.  We need to continually hear, 
remember and experience anew the voice and presence of God.  As the prophet Samuel was instructed,  “man 
looks on the outside, the visible, the world’s approval, while God sees the reality within” (my paraphrase of 1 
Samuel 16:7).  Our Easter message is not a eulogy of the church but of a “living hope” lifting the darkening 
shades of life to reveal the light of life, hope, possibilities, and the true King, raised from the dead.   
 
CtK’s reality?  Yes, maturity and rich life experiences abound in our faith community. A history of faith and 
continuity provide stability.  Generosity and grace continue to reveal a depth of and for God’s love.  A desire for 
something more, a purpose, a ministry, a Spirit inflamed drive, compels us forward to seek God’s voice leading 
us to fulfill our calling.    
 
The true identity of CtK is not based upon the scrolling years of birthdates or cerebral shading, but of the life 
and energy of the Spirit, the ruling King Jesus Christ, and the coming Kingdom.   We are not outdated. Our 
message, the Gospel, is ageless and timeless.  Our foundation—“Rock solid!” (Psalm 78:35, Matthew 7:24-27).  
Our mandate --- continuous, “GO!”  (Matthew 28:19).   Our value—“Priceless!” (Matthew 5:13-16).  Our future—
secured and fruitful (John 15).   
 

Age, it doesn’t have to be a bummer.   Jimmy Buffet sings a song, “Growing Older But Not Up.”  The last line of 
the refrain is, “I’d rather die when I am living, then live when I am dead.”   No, it is not a Christian song, we do have 
life yet to come, a resurrected life.  But I think the important concept is to remember to keep living life until you 
breathe your last breath.  For a believer and our church, Christ the King Church, that means to continually keep 
focused and passionately pursue Christ, sharing the Gospel, and living out the resurrection life, each and every 
day as we have breathe as the Spirit continues to breath new life in us.   All of this is not age dependent! 
 

PEACE,    fjm+            P.S.  Just heard,  forget downloading those survey apps, that are used to steal your information.   

                                              Oops.                                                                                          
 

Continued from page 1,  Pastor’s Column 
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May  29th MEMORIAL DAY  CAMPFIRE SOCIAL @ Mlaker’s.  
Join us for hotdogs over the fire, lawn games, and lawn chair 
 stories around the fire. BYOB.  Sign up at CtK. 

 

 
 

MAY 10th.   VISION FOR THE FUTURE 
God’s Ministry for CTK teaching and 
conversation.  Time:   6:30 PM 

 
MAY 17th    LADIES MONTHLY PRAYER  
                           GATHERING @ 6:30 PM 
Join us as we pray for the needs of our church 
family, grand-children list, and friends.   We will 
be meeting at Sue Mlaker’s home in DeWitt. 
 
MAY 17th     VESTRY Leadership Mtg. 6:30 
PM 
 
 
MAY 24th     FAITH TALKS Workshop   
                                  @ 6:30 PM 
Learn how to more effectively answer questions 
about the Gospel, faith, and “What is an Angel-i-
can”?  How to find common ground to speak 
about Jesus Christ.  
 
 

 
 
 

MEN… BI-WEEKLY BREAKFAST & BIBLE. 
Guys join us for breakfast and a bible discussion at 
Cracker Barrel Restaurant (West Saginaw) from 8:30-
10 AM on Monday mornings.  In May we will be 
meeting on the 5/08 & 5/22.   We will be starting a 
new study-- 6-lessons from Nehemiah. 
 

   

NEXT SERVE MINISTRY 
DATE:  Thursday 5/25     Time:  10AM – 1 PM    
Location:   Four Seasons Apartments (Just north of 
CtK across Old 127 on Clark) 
For more information talk with Willy Heisey.  
Last month’s pictures of our first event.  
 

 

 

“Listen sons of the Lord and my brothers, pay 
attention to my words.  Incline the ear of your 
whole heart and fulfill His counsels with a 
perfect mind.  Give praise to Him because He is 
good; exalt Him by your deeds; for this reason 
He has sent you into the whole world; that you 
may bear witness to His voice in word and deed 
and bring everyone to know that there is no one 
who is all-powerful except Him.” 
                                          
                                  ~    St. Francis of Assisi 

 CtK Ministries 
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4 Things to Do if You Can’t Hear God’s Voice  

Jennifer LeClaire published by Charisma News  1/11/2015 

 

 

1. Believe That God Wants to Speak to You 

If you don't believe God wants to speak to you, it's likely that you won't hear His 
still, small voice. The key here is that you expect Him to speak. David said, "O 
Lord, in the morning You will hear my voice; in the morning I will direct my 
prayer to You, and I will watch expectantly" (Ps. 5:3). The Holy Spirit lives 
inside you and may be speaking to you more than you realize. Jesus said, "But 
the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, will 
teach you everything and remind you of all that I told you" (John 14:26). 

 

2. Position Your Heart to Hear His Still, Small Voice 

Jesus Himself said, "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me" (John 10:27). Our part is to 
position our hearts to hear His still, small voice, or to recognize the other ways in which He communicates with 
us.  Practice the presence of God. Cultivate an awareness that the Holy Spirit dwells in you and He longs to 
fellowship with you daily. Pray that He would make you sensitive to His Spirit and His voice. 

3. Learn the Fine Art of Listening 

Many people talk to God but they don't stop to listen—or they don't develop listening skills. Listening truly is a 
skill that you can learn, whether in your natural relationships or your spiritual relationship with God. You need 
to "have an ear" to hear the Holy Spirit and that may mean training your spiritual ears to recognize the ways He is 
speaking. 

Jesus said, "He who has ears [to hear], let him be listening and let him consider and perceive and comprehend by 
hearing" (Matt. 13:9, AMP). Solomon prayed that God would give him a hearing heart (1 Kings 3:9). Many 
translations say "understanding heart" in that verse but the Hebrew word translated "understanding" in that verse 
is shama, which translates to hear, understand, listen or obey. Pray that God will give you a hearing heart, then 
listen and obey. 

4. Fellowship More With the Holy Spirit 

This is fundamental. If you want to hear from God more clearly, spend more time with Him and His Word. Paul 
told his spiritual son Timothy, "All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for 
every good work" (2 Tim. 3:16-17, MEV). 

Knowing the Word guards us from deception—and from falling into the trap of listening to other voices or even 
following vain imaginations. If you seek God, you will hear His voice. You don't have to be in a quiet room to 
hear from God. Your soul just needs to be quiet and focused on Him. Listen with spiritual ears. You can hear 
Him! 
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BOOK SAMPLE FROM CHAPTER 1   “Small Things Can Change the World” 

Every Christian wants to change the world.  It’s Tuesday.  You’re tired, too busy and 
life has become another day of drudgery.   But it’s Tuesday and you have to go to 
work.  After work you’ll commute home, reheat leftovers for dinner and hope that 
your DVR didn’t mess up the recording of your favorite show.  This has become 
your way of life—a nightly ritual of sorts.  All you want is to be home—nestled in with 
your comforts, at peace with the world. 

Whether you are single, married, in college, or chasing 2.5 screaming kids around, 
(or even retired and trying to keep up the grandkids)—home has become a retreat for 

you.  Your home feels like one of the only places where no one is bossing you around or telling you what to do.  
Your front door might as well be an armed fortress, because no one who doesn’t live there is getting through to 
disturb the little bit of peace and quiet you’ve found. 

Your home, as much as possible, has morphed into exactly what you think it should be:  a refuge from the rat 
race called life, which you never realized would be crazy.  A retreat, a place to zone out and unplug.  After all, 
don’t you deserve that!   

Before you know it, years pass.  The fortress called your home, your personal refuge, hasn’t seen a friend walk in, 
much less a neighbor or a stranger, in you can’t remember when.  Sure, occasionally you open your home to 
others when you host events like a Thanksgiving get-together or some special church function.  But those times 
are more the exception than the rule. 

You aren’t alone.  Many Christians have bought into the cultural view that our homes are 
our personal and private fortresses.  The way a typical Christian thinks about their home 
isn’t all that different from how a typical non-Christian thinks:  It’s the place I eat, sleep, 
relax and entertain myself—by myself. 

This has led to a divorce between the way we view our homes and the way we view our 
mission as Christians.  We think mission, the Great Commission (Matthew 28) is 
separate from what we do at our houses.  In doing so, however, we waste a powerful and 
God-ordained means of changing the world. 

Many Christians have a growing cynicism about any possible role they could play in what 
God is doing to reconcile all things to Himself (Col.1:20).  They think, Change the world? 

Me? Really?   The world’s problems are so big—what could I possibly do to make a difference?  We’ve given up on the hope 
that we can actually change the world. 

We’ve fallen into the conventional thinking that a big mission demands big tactics, 
but we forget that in the economy of God’s kingdom, big does not beget big.  Jesus 
said, that in His kingdom, the “smallest of all seeds” will leave a lasting impact much 
larger than expected (Matthew 13:31-32)  In the same way, the “smallest” things in our 
lives, ordinary days, meals and homes—can have a much larger impact than you’d ever 
image when harnessed with gospel intentionality.   

Everything about your everyday, ordinary, small-feeling life matters.   
Your meals matter.  Your hobbies matter.                                                                                                                                           
Your work matters.   Your home…..it matters.                                                                                                                                                   

 Want to read more…. Get the book “The Simplest Way to Change the World”                                                                             
by Dustin Willis & Brandon Clements. 

The end goal 
of hospitality is 
care and 
healing—we do 
the caring and 
Jesus does the 

healing. 

When it comes to 
pursuing biblical 
hospitality as a 
way of life, we 
immediately 
happen upon a 
major obstacle: 
almost 
everything in our 
culture is set up 
to hinder us from  
pursuing it.  
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W O R D  M E N U  
  

  “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know 
my anxious thoughts. Point out anything in me that offends 
you, and lead me along the path of everlasting life.  

 
Psalm 139:23-24  nlt 

 

“O God,  

that at all times you may find me  

as you desire me  

and where you would have me be,  

that You may lay hold on me fully…” 
 

~ Teilhard de Chardin                      

  

 
   
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Rector:  Rev. Dr. Joseph F. Mlaker   517-881-5725    email:  revjmlaker@gmail.com 
  

  

Rev. Samuel Makuach:   517-200-8370   email: smakuach@gmail.com   

CTK Church Office :  1161 East Clark Rd,  DeWitt, MI 48820 
Web page:    www.CTKAchurch.org 
Email:  myctkachurch@gmail.com 

517-455-7094 
 

CtK is an Anglican Church ~ ACNA 
 

 

 

A Community of Faith   A Call to Mission   A Commitment to Serve 

Commitment to Serve 
 

The Back Page NEWS 

  
 
Here’s my current list of top 10 

“bumper-snickers.” 

 

I get enough exercise just pushing 

my luck. 
 

Change is inevitable, except from 

a vending machine. 
 

QUOTES from last book Discussion 

            Invitations from God, by Adele Ahlberg Calhoun 
 
“We are more busy than bad, more distracted than non-spiritual 
and more interested in the movie theater, sports stadium, and 
shopping mall and the fantasy life they produce in us than we 
are the church…[developing] restless and major roadblocks today  
with our spiritual lives.”    
                                                    (Ronald Rohlheiser, pg. 135) 
  
“Transformation and healing always begin in a place of desire.  
There needs to be some deep inner willingness to take a risk on 
Jesus and begin again and again.”  (pg. 28) 

  

“All the cards in the deck of revelation about God’s mercy and 
kindness are stacked in favor of the unthinkable.”  
                                                            (Gayle Sommers, pg. 121) 
 
 “Waiting is an invitation to become filled and transformed with 
the revelation of God’s own heart in the moment.”  (pg. 144) 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Watch for these ministries--- 
Ladies Summer Bible Study 

Summer Social Circles 

Outdoor Movie Nights 
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ANNUAL BISHOP VISIT 

SUNDAY, JUNE  4th 

Please mark your calendars now and 

attend our special Sunday Service and 

potluck afterwards.  
 

 

http://www.ctkachurch.org/
mailto:myctkachurch@gmail.com

