
   

  

 
                                                                                                        

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                                                                                 

 
                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                                         
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Help us get the word out and invite others to join us around 

our TABLES OF GRACE during these 12 weeks.   Each 

service will be about 50 minutes.  Watch your email for news 

of special meals and music.  Our services will be community 

friendly sharing our rich liturgy, timely messages, and God’s 

Table of Grace.   

 

 

  

 

CULTIVATING IS INTENTIONAL 

 
After living in the northern land of lakes and pine trees I always wanted 

to have a lush green lawn around my house.  Today, it is a reality after 

planting a specialty seed know as Midnight Kentucky Bluegrass with its 

lush carpet feel and dark green color.  After 4 years of greens-keeping, it 

lived up to its reputation.  But that is not how things began. 

  

Building in a new subdivision meant unprepared land.   The landowner prior to developing the lots 

stripped the topsoil off and left each lot with a sand or clay base.  After all the digging and 

construction they back-filled the walls and leveled the land with over 40 yards of mixed gravel, 

stone, and sand.   When the landscapers arrived they gave us the bad news:   “Grass won’t grow on 

that stuff.”    We were informed, in a polite way, we really should remove the newly added fill and 

replace it with 40 yards of black dirt.  But then again the choice was ours, with a cost.   We wanted a 

thick green carpet and it was going to cost us something.  We had to decide was it worth it.  It was a 

no-brainer.  Bring on the equipment, dump trucks, and labor and prepare it right before seeding.   
 

 

 

 J u n e  2 0 1 8           
                           

         ” S h a r i n g  G O D ’ s  E x t r a v a g a n t  G r a c e  I n s p i r i n g  H o p e ”  

 

 
 
      EVENTS 
 

15th  Father’s    
         Day 
 
22nd -26th   
           VBS 
 
28th   Men’s   
          Fishing 
         Day 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 

  
 

------------- 
 

  MONDAY NIGHTS 

 

Beginning on June 25th through 

Labor Day, September 3rd we will 

have a new SUMMER weekly  
 

    WORSHIP TIME    

MONDAYS @ 7 PM.    
  
 

.   
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In our spiritual lives, we are also challenged with the soil conditions of our hearts. We want to 

experience a deepening and fulfilling relationship with God. We read and hear messages on having 

a personal harvest of righteousness or spiritual fruits and wonder if these are only for the elite or 

saintly chosen.  Like the prophet Jeremiah, we know the condition of our hearts, pebble-filled with 

striated layers of excuses (Jeremiah 17:9).  
 

Some time ago, I came across an article entitled, “Do You Have a Black Thumb,” which spoke about 

why our gardens so often fail.  The three primary reasons: wrong seed, lack of soil preparation, and 

lack of nutrients.  We know the seed is right. But how do we prepare the soil of our hearts for an 

abundant harvest?   
 

In, “Cultivating a Heart for God,” author Mike Bickle writes that, “David, a man after God’s own heart 

(1 Samuel 13;14) was more than just an obedient follower of God, in fact, it was second.”  The 

primary characteristic and motivation for his heart for God, even after sinning, was something 

deeper than obedience.  Listen to what he writes,  
 

Above everything else in David’s life, the number one characteristic is confidence, …  his confidence 

in God’s heart for him. David knew the heart of God. When God called David a man after His own 

heart, what He meant first was, “This young man has a unique grasp of My desire for him. He 

knows My heart. He knows what I think about him and human beings.”  
 

Did you catch that? David’s heart was tilled with a deep conviction and experience of God’s love,  

mercy, and grace towards him.   David was not perfect in obedience but his faith in God’s character 

and promise never wavers, even in judgment.  David, like Paul and others who have lived for God, 

knew the ultimate satisfaction of having a heart for God that produced a harvest of righteousness 

and fruit that is better than anything else of temporal value.  It all begins with knowing God’s 

character.  
 

As Jesus teaches, “Where your heart is there your treasure will be also” (Matthew 6:21).   The world and 

the devil want to just backfill the spaces of our hearts and souls with cheap substitutes providing an 

appearance of something that will work.    God wants to produce a harvest of Edenic beauty, what 

we were created to experience. But it takes the landscaping work of the Holy Spirit removing the 

stones, allowing the Word to saturate and germinate.  And like our landscapers, he offers the choice 

with a cost. 
 

And yes, with the all the extra work, my yard now is one of the standards for our neighborhood.  It 

is always satisfying when someone asks, “How do you get your lawn looking so good and green?”  

And it doesn’t hurt that the smell of fresh cut grass, level crew-cut appearance is a great motivation 

for me to do the work. 

 

Grace,  fr joe 

 

QUOTE:   “The Church’s goal is to make great souls, great saints for God”   Pope John XXIII 

 

 Continued from page 1 
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Summer Book Discussion 

 

 
Books available @ CTK 

Cost: $11 copy 

Discussion Date:  Wed. 7/18 
 

 
SUMMER MINISTRY PROJECT….   

  
We are once again collecting gently 

used clean infant to toddler clothing 

to donate to the ministry.  Hannah 

House offers a home for homeless 

single expectant mothers for up to 1 

year, providing a safe Christian 

environment and teaching life skills 

and Christian discipleship. Help us 

fill our dresser and boxes this 

summer.  Cash donations welcome. 

 

 
     
      S H A R I N G  L I F E  T O G E T H E R  
 
 

GUYS…. MONDAY MORNING  8:30 AM 

                   Bi-Weekly Men’s Breakfast & Bible. 
 

Guys, join us for breakfast and a Bible discussion 

as we discuss the book of Revelation.  We meet 

twice monthly on Monday mornings at 8:30 – 10 

AM at the Cracker Barrel Restaurant on West 

Saginaw (off of Hwy 69 by the Marketplace 

shopping area).   The June meeting dates are:  

 6/04 & 6/18   If you know some other guys who 

might like to join in the dialogue, invite them too.   

 
 

SUMMER SOCIAL CIRCLES,  Monday June 11th      

Join us at 6 PM at  Los Tres Amigo’s by the 

Lansing Mall.  Their menu items are priced 

modestly.  Come casual and invite a friend.  Sign 

up at church. 
 
 

SUMMER LADIES GATHERINGS @ SUE MLAKER’S 

Wednesday, June 27th  6:45 PM  Prayer Gathering  

                   and Scoopy Doo’s Ice-cream. 

Saturday, July 14th  Breakfast and Prayer  9 AM 
 

Saturday, Aug. 11th  meet at the Okemos Farmers   

                   Mrkt.  9 AM 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     MARK YOUR SUMMER CALENDARS 

              

       TABLES of GRACE WORSHIP Meals   

                 July 2,  August 6,   September 3rd. 

Z       Ice Cream Sundaes   July 16th  & Aug 20th  

        Summer Social Circles Dates--    

                   June 11th,   July 13th     

              August    (Picnic at Heisey’s) 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY SERVE. 4th Thursday 
 of Each Month Serving Lunch 

Join us  at the Four Seasons Apartments 

 Ministry Time:  10 AM – 1 PM      

We need serving volunteers and baked 

goods.  More info:  contact Willy Heisey. 
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 WHAT’s THIS TABLE OF GRACE THING? 
 

This past month our book read was about God Winks, ways God shows up 

unexpectedly and leaves a blessing behind.  One recent Sunday, when our 

pianist was gone, I was looking for an instrumental to play during 

communion.  Searching YouTube I found a song called “Table of Grace.”  

The melody was peaceful and the words inviting.  I was then linked to a 

church website, TABLEOFGRACE.US for a church in Omaha, Nebraska.  

Each was like a light going off. 

 

For the past two years, we have collectively prayed for God’s plans for CtK.  We want to be faithful 

and fruitful.  Looking at what God has been doing among us, our own DNA, our giftedness and 

even our declared mission statement to “Share God’s Extravagant Grace Inspiring Hope” it has been 

challenging to verbalize how they all fit together.  That is until God Winked through a series of 

searches. 

 

TABLE OF GRACE.  That’s it.  Grace sacramented (my new word) at the communion table.   Grace 

storied around our gathering tables.  Grace served at our Community SERVE soup table.   Grace 

shared in our Summer Social tables.   Grace upon grace, all tables.   Should we be surprised God 

shares grace at tables? 
 
“Tables are one of the most important places of human connection. We’re often most fully alive to               

life when sharing a meal around a table. We shouldn’t be surprised, then, to find that throughout             

the Bible God has a way of showing up at tables. In fact, it’s worth noting that at the center of the 

spiritual lives of God’s people in both the Old and New Testaments, we find a table: the table of                         

Passover and the table of Communion.”     ~ Barry Jones                                                                                                          

 
 

Another writer points us to the welcoming nature of table-gatherings.    
 

“Gathering around the table is the activity most closely identified with the reality of God’s 

Kingdom, just as it is the most basic form of hospitality.”     ~  C. Pohl 
 

TABLE OF GRACE MINISTRIES was the missing connection, at least for me.   When people ask 

what is CTK all about?  My answer is TABLES OF GRACE.  A grace that is open to all.  Grace that is 

faith blessed.  Grace that fills hearts and souls with God’s delight.  The next time someone asks you, 

“What is CTK and Anglicanism all about?”, give the simple answer.  TABLES OF GRACE. 
 

PS.  Just discovered I wrote about the seeds of Tables of Grace 2 years ago, June 2016 in the newsletter. 

 CtK Bullet Points  
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SETTING THE TABLE AROUND THE WORLD             
By The Rev. Canon Dan Alge 
 
Church planting, at its foundation, is simply the people of God 

being obedient to the call of our Lord to make disciples of all 

nations. All over the world we see Christians gathering those        

who are far away and drawing them into the family of God through the planting of new churches. 

At the same time, however, the way this work is done varies greatly across the globe. 
 

I have come to understand that church planting is similar to meal preparation. There is much that we 

share in common throughout the world with regard to church planting and meals. Just as all meals 

serve the purpose of bringing sustenance and energy for living, all church planters throughout the 

world share a common purpose of making disciples. Planting churches anywhere means creating 

places for gathering, just as our meals do. There are healthy and unhealthy ways of planting 

churches that are universal just like standards for food preparation.  
 

While there is much in common with our meals throughout the world, there is also much that is 

different. Every area has its own methods of cooking, its own dining customs, its own flavor. These 

differences are shaped by a number of factors: the availability of ingredients, the equipment 

available, the geography of the area, etc. I have eaten fruit in a floating market in Bangkok, goat on 

the pew of a church in rural Rwanda, and pizza at a restaurant in Atlanta. All meals, all with a 

common purpose, but all contextualized for their particular place. Sometimes these differences 

translate well into other cultures, and sometimes they do not (Let’s suffice it to say that Thai markets 

are different than your local North American grocery store!)  
 

Church planting in each of these places looks different as well. Although we share in the common 

purpose of Gospel mission, our methods for its pursuit are shaped by our particular cultures. I 

remember a Rwandan friend telling me that his diocese needed a church plant in a particular area, so 

the church in the neighboring town came and knocked on every door in this village to tell everyone 

they could that the preacher would be meeting at a nearby tree that Sunday. The next Sunday a 

number of people came, and the church was born! I wish it could work this way in the United States 

and Canada. But, in our Province, we have to worry about gathering space, childcare, liability 

insurance, etc. 
 

One of the beauties of our Anglican tradition is our global connection. We have so much that we can 

learn from one another that will aid the effectiveness of our work. Sharing this mission of church 

planting is like sharing a meal. We all bring something from our own culture that adds to the bounty 

of the meal, but most importantly we all share unity in fellowship as the people of God on mission 

together.  
 

At the center of our Anglican worship is the table. It is a table of community and a table of mission 

that finds its culmination at the feast set by Jesus himself. A feast that will be attended by people 

from every tongue, tribe, and nation. Participation in the work of church planting as part of a global 

family is a foretaste of this glorious gathering. 
 

 
 

Excerpts from article in ACNA Magazine “The Apostle,” Easter & Pentecost 2018 edition 
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                                                                                        W O R D  M E N U  

Psalm 145:14 (NLT)  

14 The LORD helps the fallen and lifts those bent 

beneath their loads. 

C S Lewis 

If we only have the will to walk, then God is 

pleased with our stumbles. 

 
          

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rector:  Rev. Dr. Joseph F. Mlaker   517-881-5725    email:  revjmlaker@gmail.com 
  

Rev. Samuel Makuach:   517-200-8370   email: smakuach@gmail.com   

CtK  Anglican Church ~ ACNA 
 

CTK Church Office :  1161 East Clark Rd, Suite 230    DeWitt, MI 48820 

Web page:    www.CTKAchurch.org 
 

A Community of Faith   A Call to Mission   A Commitment to Serve 

Commitment to Serve 
 

The Back Page NEWS 

    

 

 
WORSHIP Ministries 

As we begin our 
Monday Evening 
services we need: 

 

Greeters 
Scripture Readers 

Prayer 
Hospitality 

 
Please sign up at CTK 

                   

 

TABLE OF GRACE 
 

Chorus  
 
All praise all praise 
All praise be to God   
Always always and forever 
 

 
Verse 1 

At the table of grace 

The cup's never empty 

The plate's always full 

And it's never too late 

To come and be filled 

With love never ending 

You're always welcome 

At the table of grace 

 
 

  CCLI Song # 2910107     
         Anna Hutto | Connie Harrington 
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 F. A. T. H. E. R. S.  
"F" aithful.   
"A" lways there.   
"T" rustworthy.   
"H" onoring.   
"E" ver- loving.   
"R" ighteous.   
"S" upportive.  
  
                          Author Unknown 


