
   

  

 
                                                                                                        

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                                                                                 

  
        
 

 Living OUTSIDE the BOX 

 
You have heard many times over, “Get 

out of your comfort zone.” Get out of 

the neat box that provides you stability, 

security, and familiarity and start to live 

on the edge more.  Preachers and 

motivational speakers all challenge us 

to move beyond our status quo and container living.  Yet, we also know 

the impulse to risk doing something new, different, and unfamiliar quickly fades as life’s routines press upon 

us.   So we sit in the same place in church each Sunday.  Eat the same foods.  Meet the same people. Repeat the 

same routines. 

 

Now nothing in themselves is terribly wrong with these activities and patterns. Having a rhythmn and 

structure is part of the Anglican tradition of spiritual formation.  But within our structure is something totally 

outside the box, a belief that GOD listens and talks with us and even more astoundingly invites us to share in 

His activity in this world.   Think about that for a moment.   The GOD who spoke reality into existence speaks 

with you.  The unseen, invisible, all-powerful, sovereign, immortal Triune GOD breaks through the human 

noises of the universe and speaks with you and tells you it is your job to think and live outside the box.  

                                                                                                                                                        *    Continued on page 2                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                         
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 

 
 J u l y  2 0 1 7           
                           

              ”Awakening the Imagination to God’s Story of Extravagant Love & Grace” 

 

 
 
      EVENTS 
 

15th  Father’s    
         Day 
 
22nd -26th   
           VBS 
 
28th   Men’s   
          Fishing 
         Day 
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S U N D A Y  W O R S H I P   1 0  A M  

  SUMMER  

  SOCIAL CIRCLES.     

  

Join us as we share a meal 

together at a local restaurant.  

Enjoy a night out, no cooking, 

no clean-up and great 

company.   Our July summer 

gathering will be on Monday, 

July 10th.   We will be going out 

to eat at Tres Amigo’s on West 

Saginaw.  Meet at 6PM.  Sign up 

or let Sue Mlaker know if you are 

attending. 
 

 
 

SUNDAY,  JULY 16th 
Time:  Noon following our 
morning worship service. 
 
Place:  Tim & Yvonne Lantz’s 
home on Lake Geneva in DeWitt. 
 
Join us for some great BBQ and 

the cool breezes off the lake.  Boat 

rides after lunch.  Please sign up. 

 

 
 

On Sunday, July 9th following 

our worship we will have 

another opportunity to share 

what God has been saying 

about CTK’s ministry for the 

Kingdom.  Please join our 

faith conversation. 
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Continued from page 1 
 
When you really think about it, faith which sees the 

invisible, believes the impossible, and risks all for the 

incredible is in reality outside the box living.  It is the 

essence of trust that all of our family members in 

Hebrews 11 were commended for. 
 

Noah had to believe a dry-dock boat, the size of 

almost 2 football fields 7 stories tall was necessary.  

Abraham’s 2 person tent box of comfortable living in 

Ur was replaced with a travel brochure from God that 

simply said, I have an adventure for you out west.  

Moses’ box heat sealed with the tape of shame and 

failure was laser opened at the burning bush. Jonah’s 

small box thinking was drenched into a whale-sized 

story.  And how about a small boy with a few 

sardines and the population of DeWitt serving lunch?  

Each of these relatives gave up their cardboard tiny 

homes for something better, a life of adventure and 

great stories of faith.   
 

That my friends, is what God is calling us to—not a 

cardboard self-contained life, but an adventurous 

storied-life of the great things God has done in and 

through us, for His glory.   

 
 Getting rid of some old boxes,   fr joe 

 

P.S.  Think about prayer for moment…. Isn’t that 

outside the box thinking and believing? 

 

 

   Volunteer Vacuumers  

 

We are looking to fill one week per month, the 4th 

week for vacuuming and cleaning up our church.    

Don’t worry if you are not able to make a week, we 

can find a substitute.  If you might be interested in 

giving about 2 hours of your time to help our 

cleaning team, sign up at church.     

Patience with others, is Love. 

Patience with self, is Hope. 

Patience with God, is FAITH. 

INFLUENCIAL PEOPLE…  
       Who took a risk outside the box 
 
In February 2005  Time Magazine listed the 25 

most Influential Evangelicals.   Who would make 

Jesus list of top 10 or so? 

 

 The unknown innkeeper who took pity 

on a transient pregnant couple. 

 

 Brother fishermen who left the family 

business to follow Jesus 

 

 A Samaritan woman who brought her 

whole village to Christ. 

 

 A widow who gave everything she had 

in a temple offering. 

 

 A Roman army officer who believed in 

the authority of Jesus to heal without 

seeing it happen. 

 

 A criminal on the next cross to Jesus. 

 

These are just a few of very likely candidates and 

the list goes on based upon Jesus’ teaching such as, 

“the last shall be first, and the first shall be last.” 

 
~ Jim Watkins, REV Magazine July 05 

 

 

 

People of Peace 
 

“When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this 

house.’  If a person of peace is there, your peace will rest 

on him; if not, it will return to you.” (Luke 10:5-6) 

 

Who is a person of peace? 

Very simply, a Person of Peace is one who is 

prepared to hear the message of the Kingdom and 

the King and respond openly and obediently. 

A Person of Peace can either be an unbeliever or a 

believer; it is a responsive choice to GOD. 
 

* From A Passionate Life 
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Humor Me  
 In the beginning was Joy…. Golf came later. 
 

  You can always tell a golfer in church.   
He is the one who uses an interlocking grip when 
  he puts his hands together to pray. 
 
Sunday Morning Golfer:  a person more interested in a hole 
in one than the Holy One. 
 

 
 

Summer Book Discussion 

 

 
 
Our rescheduled discussion date is 

Sunday, July 9th @ 6 PM.  Bonita & Willy 

Heisey will be hosting the discussion at 

their home in St. Johns.   

 

 
SUMMER MINISTRY PROJECT….   

  
We are once again collecting gently 

used clean infant to toddler clothing to 

donate to the ministry.  Hannah House 

offers a home for homeless single 

expectant mothers for up to 1 year, 

providing a safe Christian environment 

and teaching life skills and Christian 

discipleship.  If you like to garage sale, 

now is your chance to shop and be a 

blessing.  Help us fill our dresser and 

boxes this summer.   Cash donations 

are always accepted. 

 
 

LUGNUTS GAME.  FRIDAY, JULY 14TH  

Baseball fans come and join us at the ballpark for a 

great evening out.   Free fireworks too!   Tickets cost 

$14 each and will be purchased on Wednesday 7/05.  

Sign up at church or call Fr. Joe. 

 
GUYS…. MONDAY MORNING  8:30 AM 
                   Bi-Weekly Men’s Breakfast & Bible. 
 

Guys, join us for breakfast and a Bible discussion as we 

discuss the book of Nehemiah.  We meet twice monthly 

on Monday mornings at 8:30 – 10 AM at the Cracker 

Barrel Restaurant on West Saginaw (off of Hwy 69 by 

the Marketplace shopping area).   The July meeting 

dates are:  7/03 , 7/17, & 7/31.  If you know some other 

guys who might like to join in the dialogue, invite them 

too.   

 

SUMMER LADIES BIBLE STUDY,   

                            Wednesday Evenings 

Come and enjoy discussing God’s Word.  Sue Mlaker is  

leading 8-sessions on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 PM.  

Our summer study will be on the Fruit of the Spirit.  

Don’t worry if you miss a session, each session covers a new 

fruit.  

 

 

 . 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

July 27th COMMUNITY SERVE.  
4th Thursday of Each Month. 

His Cup Runneth Over  
Soup Ministry 

Join us at the Four Seasons Apartment 

Complex on Clark Rd. 

Ministry Time:  10 AM – 1 PM     We need 

serving volunteers and baked goods.  

More info:  contact Willy Heisey. 
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No, I am not talking about skin tones, but about our thinking patterns, 

especially in relationship to the unchurched.  There are definitely times when 

we are instructed in Scripture to be black and white—specific doctrines about 

the character of GOD, Jesus Christ, salvation, sin and many more.  But we are 

not called to be “shaded” thinkers in regard to the world around us, this is a 

tactic of the “Wormwoods” in the spiritual world.  (Don’t know Wormwood? He is 

a fictitious character of C.S. Lewis from the Screwtape Letters, a fallen angel in charge 

of deceiving humans.)   

 

We tend to believe that: 
 

 

A. Everybody or at least the majority of people are good Christians even if they don’t go to church or 

pray or do things church people do.  
 

B. Nobody wants to hear the gospel.  They are anti-Christian and will give you a tongue lashing 

about the mythical nature of GOD, Jesus, and hypocritical church people.  
 

Now this is black and white thinking.   In the leadership book, The Unchurched Next Door, by author and 

researcher Thom Rainer, he dispels the black and white myth about our neighbors.  After extensive interviews 

across this country with a statistically valid cross-section, his conclusions are coloring.  His team concluded 

that there are five distinct categories of approximately 160 million unchurched people, to which they assign a 

number ranging from U-5 to a U-1 (No, these are not youth sports team age designations!. ) Here are the 

characteristics of each group: 
 

U-5 Highly resistant to the gospel, antagonistic attitude, verbally abusive toward Christianity. 

U-4 Resistant to the gospel, but not antagonistic, possible belief in God and prays. 

U-3 Ambivalent, neutral, somewhat open to discussion, pragmatic. 

U-2  Receptive to the gospel and to the church, seeking spiritual reality—GOD. 

U-1 Highly receptive to the gospel, church, and decision for Christ—busyness is their- #1 reason 

for not attending church. 
 

The mind opening reality is that only 5% of the unchurched are really U-5 resistant, hardened, and verbally 

abusive.  The largest category is the ambivalent U-3, which is comprised of approximately 57 million (36%) of 

our 160 million neighbors, or as our planes and ships referred to as downed or drowned passengers, souls. In 

the U-2 group of 43 million (26%), the majority are women between the ages of 19 and 35.  In fact, his study 

continually showed that the majority of people, over 100 million Americans, will listen and dialogue with you 

about Jesus Christ and the Gospel.  In fact, get this, “the majority or 97% of the U-1 category would even be 

willing to come to church with you if you promised to be there in the lobby when they arrive and sit with 

them.  That’s 15 million people who are not in church just waiting to be invited and escorted and sitting next to 

a friend! Another startling fact is that the age group most receptive to the Gospel is those between the ages of 

20-35 with the 35-50 year olds following close behind.  This seems contrary to the popular belief that young 

and middle adults have little interest in Christianity and the church.   

 

Now for the good news.  The majority of people in their study were willing to talk about 

faith.  A good number are also willing to come to church with you if you ask.  And, get this, 

the unchurched think that Sunday morning is still the preferred time to attend a service!    
     

  

*Reprinted from July 2013 Newsletter 
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Man's natural desire for happiness is of "divine origin: God has placed 

it in the human heart in order to draw man to the One who alone can 

fulfill it" (CCC 1718). The second sentence of the Declaration of 

Independence echos that desire: "We hold these truths to be self-

evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 

Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 

Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." 

 
In June of 1776 Thomas Jefferson, seated in the second-floor parlor of a bricklayer's house in Philadelphia, 

brilliantly composed the first drafts of the Declaration of Independence. After some revision, the bulk of the 

document was approved by Congress on 4 July, 1776. While the Declaration would soon become one of the 

world's most significant documents, its second sentence is perhaps most famous: 
 

"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 

with certain unalienable Rights that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." 
 

Life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Those words, written over two centuries ago, still resonate in the 

depths of our hearts, not simply because they are lofty ideals for which we find ourselves compelled to strive, 

but because they reflect an aspect of man's irrepressible desire to attain and enjoy human fulfillment. 
 

They speak not only of the American experiment particularly, but echo the goals of human experience 

generally. With those words we are reminded of the specific purpose for which we are created and the 

particular end toward which we are directed; on hearing them, we are moved to realize that to be human, 

bestowed as we are with the gift of life and dignity, created in God's image and likeness, is truly spectacular. 
 

Given the many alarming elements present in today's America which seek to deal a fatal blow to life, liberty 

and the pursuit of happiness, whether through direct attacks, covert manipulation of public opinion, or 

through the dissemination and application of counterfeit notions of human freedom, it is easy to fall into 

despair. That our nation is in peril is not an exaggeration in the least. In the first place, this dire predicament is 

the effect of secularism's insistence on the detachment of human rights from the moral law. The American 

crisis is a moral crisis. 
 

As Christians we are called to analyze culture, and, aided by the Spirit, heal, elevate and purify those elements 

within it which run contrary to the Gospel. Given how far adrift America is, the restoration of her proper 

course is a daunting task. But regardless of the strength, duration and outcome of the storm in which we are 

immersed, as Christians, as men and women informed by the light of faith, we will not lose hope. As St. Teresa 

of Avila said, God alone suffices. Our hope does not rest on the passing form of this world (1 Cor. 7:31), but on 

the promises of Christ and the glorious future that awaits us, for "God is faithful, by whom you were called 

into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord" (1 Cor. 1:9). 
 

On this Independence Day, it is important to reflect on what it means to seek life, liberty and happiness. While 

it is safe to say everyone desires these goods, not everyone understands where 

they are found. In fact, it is not even a question of where they are found, but 

in Whom they are found: "I am the way and the truth and the life" (Jn 14:6). 
 

Do we see beyond the present into the window of eternity? Do we truly desire 

above all else to love God for his sake, to become his child, and to live as a 

member of the divine family? These are the gifts God offers to man. These are the 

gifts the Church presents, as the sacrament of salvation, to the world, in order 

that the world may be brought to Christ. 

 

Reprinted from article from Dn. Frederick Bartels,  Catholic Online, Colorado Springs   
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W O R D  M E N U  
   “And now I entrust you to God and the message of grace that is able 
to build you up and give you an inheritance with all those He has set 

apart for Himself.” 
~ Acts 20:32 

 
 One of the most overlooked gifts of God is grace.  It’s unfairness, since 
it can’t be demanded, earned, or bartered, makes it the less likely of 
choices for us in our attempt to win God’s approval. Yet, it is because of 
these non self-determining factors that it is so powerful.  Grace is God’s 
gift to be received with delight. 

 
 

          

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

Rector:  Rev. Dr. Joseph F. Mlaker   517-881-5725    email:  revjmlaker@gmail.com 
  

Rev. Samuel Makuach:   517-200-8370   email: smakuach@gmail.com   

CtK is an Anglican Church ~ ACNA 
 

CTK Church Office :  1161 East Clark Rd,  DeWitt, MI 48820 

Web page:    www.CTKAchurch.org 
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Dan Ingraham 
Helen Taylor 
Willy Heisey 

 

 

 

Sunday Ministries 
                   

 

  
                    "ANTIPHON"      

                                      poem by George Herbert 
 

    Let all the world in ev'ry corner sing, 

                                 My God and King. 

 

 The heav'ns are not too high, 

 His praise may thither fly; 

 The earth is not too low, 

 His praise there may grow. 

 

    Let all the world in ev'ry corner sing, 

                                 My God and King. 

 

 The church with psalms must shout, 

 No door can keep them out; 

 But above all, the heart 

 Must bear the longest part. 

 

    Let all the world in ev'ry corner sing, 

                                   My God and King. 
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 “Individually the 

disciple and friend of 

Jesus who has learned to 

work shoulder to 

shoulder with his or her 

Lord stands in this world 

as a point of contact 

between heaven and 

earth, a kind of Jacob’s 

ladder by which the 

angels of God may 

ascend from and 

descend into human life. 

Thus the disciple stands 

as an envoy or a receiver 

by which the kingdom of 

God is conveyed into 

every quarter of human 

affairs.”  
    
          ― Dallas Willard  

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4461.Dallas_Willard

