
   

                                                                    

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

   

  
 
 

L E A V I N G  O U R  

F I N G E R P R I N T S  
 

I’ve been to my share of weddings, of course those that I 
have officiated, but also my own three children and 
extended family members.  Several years ago, something 
new happened, instead of just the traditional guest book, 
there was a table with a large print of a tree with bare 
branches.  Next to it were a few inked stamp pads. Each 
guest was asked to press their stained fingerprint like a 
leaf onto a branch.  The finished portrait was like a 
colorful fall maple tree filled with the witnesses of family 
and friends that helped shape and shared in the wedding 
of the couple.                     *  Continued on page 2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sharing God’s Story of Extravagant Grace Inspiring Hope and Changing Lives 

S u m m e r  2 0 2 0  

SPECIAL SUMMER SCHEDULE DUE to THE 
COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS 

 

 
Phase #1   FOR GATHERED WORSHIP 

Starting July 17th 
SATURDAY EVENINGS @ 5 PM 

If you feel uncomfortable attending at this 
time, we understand.  Please feel free to stay 
at home and join us online as we continue to 
worship together. 

 

Please note our approved guidelines for 
worshiping together: 

 

1.  We would ask that if you or someone in your 
household family is ill, please stay home. 

 

2. Wearing a mask is strongly encouraged when 
you enter our building for the protection of 
everyone.  A limited supply will be available at 
church. 

 

3. A hand-sanitizer station will be located by the 
front door to be used by everyone entering. 

 

4. Maintain social distancing before, during, and 
after the service, which includes no shaking of 
hands or hugs. 

 

5. Our offering will be collected in a designated 
box by the door. 

 

6. We will not be singing during worship.  
 

7. Communion will be served without using a 
common cup. 

 

8. We will not offer any food or beverages at this 
time. 

 
9.  

 

A n g l i c a n  C h u r c h  

 
“Within, I do not find wrinkles and used heart, but 
unspent youth.”  Ralph Waldo Emerson (Age 61) 
 
“Some people have the idea that the church and 
Scriptures are first of all a warning: don’t do this; be 
careful about that, you are in danger of this… it’s all 
about a series of red lights… WRONG!  The primary 
concern of what we are doing together in this Christian 
life is to help one another get in on the whole thing, a 
full life, not leaving anything out, not settling for too 
little, to embrace real life.”         ~ Eugene Petersen   
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I was reminded of sharing in this fingerprinting moment after reading a blog from a pastoral colleague who I 
have know for many years. His days of pastoring a local church were ending after 40 years.  As he reflected 
on his many years of ministry, he never achieving his goals, his dreams, or his vision of growing a large 
mega-church.  After serving 22 years in his current church, ministry was ordinary. Church growth was much 
like a plant root-bound.  People came and people left.  . (FYI: the church never grew over 175 people and in 
one five year stretch he writes, they lost 265 people.)  Ministry was normal.  Spiritual growth average.  
Worship, worshipful. The church family was a mix of personalities and smattering of real life. One leader 
after praising another church’s growth actually told him they were “embarrassed by their church”.  While 
most people who attended often said, “This feels like home.”   
 

He writes, “I confess that I always harbored the hope that one day, if we remained faithful, people would 
just start coming through our doors in bunches, wide-eyed, whispering, “Can it be true?!” We’d just stand 
back and be amazed. But when I came to retirement early this year that had never happened.” 
 

But then something amazing did happen.  At his farewell party to honor him they presented him with a 
large beautifully framed picture, a two-foot-by two-foot fingerprint.  As he was handed the gift, he accepted 
it graciously and then was amazed when the presenter told him to look closely.  The swirls were comprised 
of the names of the all the people who had attended their church over the last 22 years.  It was over 1,000, 
the mega-church jackpot number.  
 

On the bottom of the picture were the words,  “Thank you for leaving your fingerprints on us!” 
 

All of us are leaving our fingerprints on others that will have a lasting impact.  Our uniqueness.  Our 
individual giftedness.  Our words of faith, hope, and love can touch deeply and permanently.  Our 
fingerprints shape the future in ways that we often are unaware of.  God is calling us not to limit our focus 
on the things that the world values and sees as success but rather, to be consistently engaging in life with 
others, revealing the life-changing grace of the Gospel.  
 

Maybe someday, we all will be fortunate to see a personal fingerprint portrait or an autumned tree of a life-
well lived for Christ.  
 

Grace,  fr joe 
 
 

 

 
     
In the first week of June our vestry developed an action plan of procedures and guidelines and submitted 
them to our Bishop for approval, as requested prior to reopening.  Our target date for Phase #1 is to begin 
on Saturday evenings at 5 PM for the summer starting on July 17th.  Remember, if you feel uncomfortable 
attending at this time, please feel free to watch online until such time as you are ready to rejoin with us. 

  COVID-19  MAY CHURCH-LIFE SURVEY.          (14 of 20 people responded) 
 

   90%   Are watching our online services, the majority every week. 
   28%   Are ready to return when we restart if in the next few weeks. 
   28%   Want to wait until the results of other churches regatherings. 
   44%   Desire to wait until fall or later. 
   93%   Identified as being in the “high risk” group. 
   78%   Agreed to follow the guidelines (the others would wait until lifted) 
   93%   Believed we should keep the online service available 
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                                                               Communication    

    Community                          

Caring 

 
Church life has changed over the last 3 months.  The church hasn’t closed but our ministries look 

different.  With the “Shelter in Place--- Stay Safe” our ministry has become INSIDE OUT. 

 
COMMUNICATION:     One of the amazing blessings of our online presence is the number of people we 
are touching.  The story of God’s extravagant grace and love shared in the liturgy and Word moved from our 
gathered Sunday morning group to a larger congregation.  Here are the facts: 
 
 

• Each week we have averaged over 600 people checking out our service and 150 sharing in the entire 
service on Facebook. 
 

• Our midweek Compline Prayer service on Wednesday’s has averaged over 120 people who checked 
it out and 40 joining to the end.    

 

• The majority of our own congregation view the services on our Website, so the numbers are even 
higher. 

 

• From a review of those engaging in our online presence: 
                              58 %  are women        42  %  are men 
                              61 %  are over the age of 55 years old 
                              24%  under the age of 45 years old 
                              90%  live within a 4- minute drive 
 

COMMUNITY:  We shared 120 bags of groceries, 40 bags for 
 each give-away. The food was distributed at the Four Seasons 
Apartments and with the help of the Mathiang’s in the Sundanese 
community. This means we touched 120 families in the community 
through our Community Outreach funds and a special $1,000 gift  
from Meijers.    Thanks also to Sue Mlaker for many shopping trips  
and John Powell for serving. 
 

During the last give-away we also served BBQ Hotdogs, chips, 
and bottle of water.  

 
CARING:  Throughout our time of social distancing we have held a number of ZOOM gatherings to 
reconnect and even to share in a Lord’s Day Meal led by Tim Shireman.  Our church family has also been very 
active keeping in touch with one another.  Last month we published a QUICK Phone Directory to help 
facilitate calling. 

 

Thanks for being the church and continuing to support our ministry as we touch lives for Christ. 
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CULTURE WATCH 

 

A Nation on Fire Needs 

the Flames of the Spirit     
(Excerpts) 
 
Recently churches around the globe 
gathered virtually to celebrate Pentecost, that miraculous moment when tongues of fire descended on the 
followers of Christ and the gospel was heard in the varied languages of the world. Pentecost is the miracle 
that follows another miracle (the Ascension), which occurs in the aftermath of a wonder (the Resurrection). 

In contrast to Christ’s disciples, we experienced Pentecost this year in the aftermath of a woe, following a 
trauma, in the context of a tragedy. What do protests, riots, and police brutality have to do with Pentecost 
and the passage in Acts 2:1–21? Does the death of the Messiah for our sins have anything to do with how 
we approach the flames of Minneapolis? Does the church have something to say, or will we be discipled by 
Fox News on the one hand and MSNBC on the other? As our country is divided, what do the words of 
Scripture mean right now? 

Here’s what God’s Word tells us. 

First, the gospel brings us together. 

Acts 2:1–21 opens with the followers of Jesus gathered in one place. It is amazing to think that at one point 
in history, all the Christians in the world could fit into one room. Despite what the history books will tell 
you, Christianity is not some state-sponsored religion of terror created by Constantine to keep the populous 
in check. It began humbly with a ragtag group of 120 mostly regular folks who had encountered the living 
God. 

Among them were women like Mary, the mother of Jesus, who came from rural peasant stock, and people 
like Matthew, the former tax collector. The two of them could not be more different. Matthew collaborated 
with the oppressors of Israel and extorted money from people to line his pockets. Folks like Mary were the 
victims of such atrocities. 
 
What kind of church has room for both the oppressed and former oppressors? The Christian church. What 
united that early church? Their shared convictions about Jesus. The gospel’s work through the Spirit arises 
from our common status as image bearers. We are all fallen and in need of God’s grace. Any ideology that 
functionally or verbally denies that common status is a heresy. And anyone who can’t see that the heresy of 
racial bias infects some Christians in this land does so in the face of overwhelming facts. 
 
…as an act of love, the church needs to respond, “It should not have to be this way, and I will spend my life 
beside yours testifying to the values that the Christian tradition places on your black life.” The church has 
the power to make this statement because the same Spirit falls upon everyone in the room. There is not 
one Holy Spirit that enables women to declare the word of God and another for men. There is not one Spirit  
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that gives words to the rich and others to the poor. There is not one Holy Spirit that allows us to speak to 
African peoples and another that allows us to speak to Asians or Europeans. The one Spirit sends 
the one gospel to varied peoples of the earth. 
 
Second, the gospel moves us out. 

The gospel drew the early disciples outside of their own culture to speak and do life with people who were 
very different from themselves. Everyone at Pentecost was Jewish, but that Judaism had been moved into 
the varied languages and communities of the Roman Empire. The first thing that the gospel did was to bring 
people together under the lordship of Christ. 

If the gospel draws us into a shared space to hear the mighty works of God, why aren’t we together 
anymore? And what would it mean for the watching world to see a Christianity that is actually together, 
spiritually and practically? 

 
Our life together, if we are to be together, can’t come at the expense of our freedom. We shouldn’t have to 
fight our brothers and sisters to obtain it.  In other words, the form of Pentecost—women, men, rich, and 
poor declaring the mighty works of God—supports the theology of Pentecost—the idea that the gospel is 
for everyone. That held true for the early church. It also holds true for the American church of the 21st 
century. 
 
 
Third, the gospel gives us hope in the coming kingdom. 

I am convinced that the hope for this country is found not in any election or political party. Votes matter, 
but neither the Democratic party nor the Republican party will save us. What we need is a Spirit-filled 
Christianity big enough to draw different people together. 

We the American church have a message for a country and a world on fire: There is a God who loves you 
and died that you might know him. This love is sufficient to gather the divided peoples of the world, even 
when all the politicians and philosophers fail. There is a God of justice who sees and acts on behalf of the 
beleaguered peoples of the world, people like George Floyd. There is a king and kingdom. And he has given 
us his Spirit to make him known to the ends of the earth. 

 

Esau McCaulley is a priest in the Anglican Church in North America, an assistant professor of New Testament at Wheaton 
College     
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/june-web-only/george-floyd-protests-racism-nation-on-fire-needs-spirit. 
 

 
 

 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/june-web-only/george-floyd-protests-racism-nation-on-fire-needs-spirit.
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“Do you desire two-way conversations with God?  
Do you recognize his voice in the midst of the noises of daily life and the 
busyness in your own mind?  
 

I have found the book, "The Art of Listening Prayer" by Seth Barnes to be a 
helpful, practical guide in building and strengthening my relationship with the 
Lord and recognizing his voice. 
      

The book is a 30-day devotional using the Bible as a foundation. It contains 26 
days of short lessons, scriptures and walks the reader through listening 
sessions. The author is a Christian and founder of Adventures in Missions which 
is an international mission’s organization.       
 

As I have been applying what I've learned from this book I believe it is an important read for each person in 
our congregation. How can we be ambassadors for Christ without listening and being guided by Him? Are 
we being led by the Holy Spirit or merely doing good deeds? I strongly encourage you to explore this book 
as a means of strengthening your relationship with the Lord.” 
 

--Rene Shireman 
 

We have ordered a number of copies available at CTKA.  Cost $10 each.  If you would like one, please let 
me know or you can pickup a copy when you are at church. 
 
 

 

OUR Midweek Compline Prayer Service is available online 
Each Wednesday, Fr. Joe is sharing the Evening Compline along with a 
meditation from the book of Daniel.  It is posted on our website and 
Facebook pages by 7 PM.   Try it! 
 

 

  

Diane Bieber has a weekly blog on Faith & Art   
An accomplished Icon painter, she also has a Master’s degree in 
Religious Education.  She just recently has begun sharing her 
talents online in a weekly blog: 
 

       https://thoughtsoffaithandart.blogspot.com 
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      No Mistakes 

 

When my hopes fade 

And my dreams die. 

And I find no answer 

By asking why. 

I just keep on trusting 

And hang on to my faith. 

Because God is just 

He never makes mistakes. 

Should the storms come 

And trials I must face. 

When I find no solution 

I rest in God's grace. 

When life seems unfair 

And more than I can take. 

I look up to the Father 

He never makes mistakes. 

God sees our struggles 

And every bend in the road. 

But no mistake is ever made 

Cause He weighs every load. 

 
                        --Lenora McWhorter 

   
   
  
 

 

The Apologist’s Evening Prayer 

From all my lame defeats and oh! much more 

From all the victories that I seemed to score; 

From cleverness shot forth on Thy behalf 

At which, while angels weep, the audience laugh; 

From all my proofs of Thy divinity, 

Thou, who wouldst give no sign, deliver me. 

Thoughts are but coins. Let me not trust, instead 

of Thee, their thin-worn image of Thy head. 

From all my thoughts,  

even from my thoughts of Thee, 

O thou fair Silence, fall, and set me free. 

Lord of the narrow gate and the needle’s eye, 

Take from me all my trumpery lest I die. 

 

                                                                            ~  C S. Lewis 
 
 
 
 

https://www.learnreligions.com/why-me-god-701532
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-the-meaning-of-faith-700722
https://www.learnreligions.com/meaning-of-gods-grace-for-christians-700723
https://www.learnreligions.com/god-the-father-701152
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/
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Collect for the Diversity of Races and Culture    No. 121. 
O God, who created all peoples in  your image:  We thank you for the diversity of races and cultures in this 
world.  Show us your presence in those who differ from us, and enrich our lives with their fellowship, until 
our knowledge of your love is made perfect in our love for all your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.                                           
                                                                                                 (ACNA Book of Prayer) 
       

 
CONTACT INFO: 
 

Vicar:  Rev. Dr. Joseph F. Mlaker   517-881-5725          revjmlaker@gmail.com 
  

                    

 

CTK Church Office :  1161 East Clark Rd, #230     DeWitt, MI 48820           517-455-7094 

Web page:  www.CTKAchurch.org    email: myctkachurch@gmail.com  

Summer Worship beginning July 17th—Saturday Evening 5 PM   

   
 

“The goal is for all of them to become one 
heart and mind— Just as you, Father, are in me 
and I in you, So they might be one heart and 
mind with us. Then the world might believe 
that you, in fact, sent me.” 
                                                                                                                                                 

John 17:21  Message  

 
   

What makes the CHURCH GREAT?  
Authentic community, formed in hearts and 
souls where Christ resides, transforming a 
people by His power and Spirit to live the 
peculiar life of relationships that reflect His 
love, grace, mercy, and redemptive truth. 
That’s something the world cannot deny is 
supernatural, and God infused.  
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Ctk PEOPLE Of GRACE  
 

What we value at CtK. 
 

❖ The authority of Scripture as God’s Word for life 
and practices. 
  

❖ Liturgical sacramental participatory worship 
within the Ancient-Future tradition. 
  

❖ The Holy Spirit’s indwelling and gifting to 
accomplish God’s purposes. 
   

❖ Anglican spiritual formation practices from the 
ACNA Texts for Common Prayer and faith 
traditions that root us in the historic church. 
 

❖ Community life that establishes relationships 
that support and encourage faith. 
 

❖ Serving our community locally and beyond in 
generosity and grace in Christ’s name bringing 
healing and hope. 

  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 
  
 

  

 
   
 
 
 
 
   
 
   
 
 
 
  

  

   

 

   
  

 

http://www.ctkachurch.org/

