
   

                                                                                                  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

   

 
   THE UNEXPECTED LIFE PUNCTUATED BY... 

   “TERRIBLE, NO GOOD, VERY BAD DAYs” 
 
 
Sometimes children’s books  (and children’s sermon’s ) share 
some of life’s realities, truths better than our adult genre 
and attempts.   
 
Ray Cruz gives a synopsis of  
children's author Viorst 
Alexander, a kid with an 
unruly crop of hair, who 
gets out of bed to face a 
day that seems to grow 
increasingly worse with 
each passing minute. 
Indeed, on the very first 
page, Alexander wakes to hair full of gum, trips on his 
skateboard, and drops a sweater in a sink full of water. 
 
 

At breakfast, his brothers are having a far better day — 
having found prizes in their breakfast cereal boxes — which 
makes Alexander feel worse. School offers him no respite 
from his horrible day: he gets reprimanded by a teacher, he 
gets demoted to third best friend, and at lunch, finds himself 
dessertless. Could the day get worse? 
 
 

After school, the dentist discovers a cavity, the elevator door 
closes on his foot, and at the shoe store, he has to buy plain 

white shoes (while both brothers get shoes with stripes!). Later, he gets lima beans for dinner and there's 
kissing on TV. Alexander can't wait for this day to end. 
 
Sounds like a cousin to Charlie Brown or maybe it’s you, right?                            *Continued on page 2 
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Psalm 145:14 (NLT)  

The LORD helps the fallen and lifts those 
bent beneath their loads. 

If we only have the will to walk, then God 
is pleased with our stumbles 

 C S Lewis 

 

 
 
 
 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP    
Sunday’s @ 10 AM 

 

This summer Hyemin Kim, a performance 
doctoral student at MSU will be playing 
the piano a couple of times per month 
during our worship.  Please introduce 
yourself to her.   
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*Continued from page 1. 
 
Our expectations more times than not don’t match our realities.  Our everyday experiences often seem to 
have a “terrible, no good, very bad day” cloud hanging over us.  No matter who I talk with, from friends, to 
people at the coffee shop, and saints in the church, we all can share stories of life’s struggles.  Life not being 
what we thought it would be. Times of dark clouds in the midst of grace mercy. 
 
We just celebrated Ascension Day, the day Christ beamed up into heaven before his sky-gazing friends.  
Imagine the emotional roller coaster ride these followers went through.  Being with Jesus seemed to 
continually put them in uncomfortable places from the stormy seas, demonic cemeteries, religious mobs, 
Roman courts, and the cross-hanging show of power and punishment.  But then Jesus shows up on Easter 
Sunday.  Alive but more than just alive.  Disappointment turned to elation. Their hopes of great days.  Their 
expectations of a great movement of God must surely begin now.  But then “Up, Up, and Away.”  
Abandoned.  But not really.   
 
Greg Goebel, a canon in the ACNA Diocese of the South writes,  
 

“We know that he promised to send another Comforter, the Holy Spirit. We know that he is really 
present in the sacraments, which we call his Real Presence. We know that the Church is the Body of 
Christ. We know that “when two or three are gathered together in my name, I will be in the midst 
of them.” And we know that he said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” We are not alone, and 
he is manifesting his presence to us through the Holy Spirit, through baptism and Eucharist, and 
through each other. 

 

But…he is absent as well. He has not yet returned, and though the new time has dawned, it is not 
yet fully manifest. We have a hard time with this tension….This paradox or mystery of faith may not 
always be comfortable, or be easy to describe, but it is real. The disciples understood this in some 
way, even with all their confusion.” 

 
The tension of promise, presence, and a perfect world 
filled with perfect days is yet to be fulfilled (Isaiah 65, 
Revelation 21).  The Apostle Peter sheds light on our 
“terrible, no good, very bad days” encouraging us not to 
be surprised but to continually entrust ourselves to 
God (1 Peter 4:12-19).   We are called to remember 
we have not been abandoned, forgotten, or being 
punished.  Believers are not shielded from life 
experiences.  But we are fortified to endure with 
courage, to walk with hope, and live in strength 
(Romans 8:31-34).   
 

Every day will have its ending.  But for the believer in 
Jesus Christ, we have a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
the first-fruits of what life really has to offer beaming before us (1 Peter 1:3-4).   “Terrible, no good, very bad 
days” are a reality for all humanity, and as Alexander’s mom says “even in Australia.” There’s no doubt Jesus 
had some horrible days too! For Alexander the conclusion is,”life is like that, no matter where you life.”  But 
this are not the final story line of a believer’s life who can say to this fallen world, I have Christ living me and 
the power of the resurrection for life now and to come.   
 
Grace,   fr joe 

 

….but Eternity is       

forever. 
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Guys,  Fr. Joe is interested in restarting our Men’s Breakfast & Bible Conversations.  We have taken a few 
months off of our bi-weekly Monday breakfasts, if you are interesting in getting together let Fr. Joe know.   

 
NEXT COMMUNITY SERVE Soup Lunch @ Four Seasons Apartments 
                                                                                      Thursday,  June 27  from 11 AM  to  1 PM. 

You are welcome to join our serving team or help provide dessert cookies/bars/breads. 
See Rene Shireman for more info. 

 
SOAKING PRAYER NEEDED:  We are asking GOD to prepare hearts and ministry needs for two 6-week 
Sept-Oct ministries --exploring the beauty and spiritual formation in Ancient-Future Worship in Haslett & 
Mason.   We need your prayers 

1.  To open doors specifically for 2 churches to allow us to use their sanctuaries during a 
weekday evening. 

2. For some young man/couple to mentor to help with leadership/teaching. 

3. Music. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 F.A.T.H.E.R.S. 
"F" aithful.  

"A" lways there.  

"T" rustworthy.  

"H" onoring.  

"E" ver-loving.  

"R" ighteous.  

"S" upportive. 
                          Author Unknown 

 is 

the 

Looking for a good summer read:    
 
Check out DARK CLOUDS—DEEP GRACE: Discovering the 
grace of lament, by Mark Vroegop.  Copies are available on the info 
table.  Cost: $12 per copy.   
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SACRAMENTAL THEOLOGY….  IS IT DANGEROUS 
 
Is it dangerous, as some claim, to believe that God would mediate his grace to us through his creation? 
Would God touch us through the hands of another person, or feed us his very presence in bread, or cleanse 
our souls through water?  Will it lead to “magical thinking” or idolatry? Yes, it is dangerous. 
 
There is a great mystery as to exactly how God makes himself present in sacred moments through sacred 
elements and places. And we aren’t really sure when he will do so, except that he promises he shows up in 
the water of baptism and the sharing of Holy Communion. Yet it is that very mystery that stirs up the 
imagination toward Christ, that opens the soul to grace, that inspires humble reverence. The power of the 
sacraments and the sacramental world is the power to heal and save us. 
 
Is it dangerous? Yes! The Lord told Moses to craft a bronze serpent, as the way in which God would heal the 
people. And what did they do within a few generations? They worshipped the bronze serpent as if it were 
the god. And we can still do so today. That power can be seen in the means rather than in the God who uses 
means. Yet it was still God who commanded them to look to that serpent, despite his knowledge that some 
would later turn that very serpent into an idol. 
 
So because of the abuses of the means of grace, some assume that God uses no physical means to manifest 
himself to us. Yet in the radical excision of the sacred and physical elements of Christian worship and life, 
we encounter the gnostic denial of our own humanity. After all, we ourselves are physical and we are made 
in God’s image. 
 
We run the risk of a faith devoid of the very means God has given for our healing and salvation. After all it 
was Jesus who held up bread and wine and said, “This is my body.. this is the blood of my new 
covenant.”  Paul wrote that baptism is the means whereby God cleanses us. Paul even allowed people to 
pass out pieces of cloth that he had prayed over for healing! Apparently the danger that we might misuse 
the means of grace is outweighed by our need to be touched by God. As physical beings, we need God to 
manifest himself to us physically as well as spiritually. 
 
God loves you and he loves me, and he is loving us through every means available, including through places, 
times, people, and elements. Believe this because this is what the Gospel is about. The Incarnation was God 
becoming a physical man. The death, burial and resurrection of Jesus was God physically dying and rising 
again. It is powerful – and dangerous – to believe that God is touching us though the elements of creation. 
But it is a terrible thing to strip all that away and be left with no sure signs of God’s presence and grace. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good, dangerously good. 
 
 

 Written by  Greg Goeble  https://anglicanpastor.com/dangerous-things 

  C o n v e r s a t i o n s  i n   
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                             How Long?                —Horatius Bonar 

My God, it is not fretfulness  
That makes me say "How long?"  

It is not heaviness of heart  
That hinders me in song,  

'Tis not despair of truth and right,  
Nor coward dread of wrong. 

 

But how can I, with such a hope  
Of glory and of home;  

With such a joy before my eyes,  
Not wish the time were come  
Of years the jubilee, of days  
The Sabbath and the sum? 

 

These years, what ages they have been!  
This life, how long it seems!  
And how can I in evil days,  

'Mid unknown hills and streams  
But sigh for those of home and heart  

And visit them in dreams? 
 

Yet peace, my heart and hush my tongue;  
Be calm, my troubled breast;  

Each restless hour is hastening on  
The everlasting rest.  

Thou knowest that the time thy God  
Appoints for thee is best. 

 

Let faith, not fear nor fretfulness,  
Awake the cry, "How long?"  

Let not faintheartedness of soul  
Damp thy aspiring song,  

Right comes, truth dawns, the night departs  
Of error and of wrong. 
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Collect for Pentecost 
Almighty God, on this day, through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, you revealed the way of eternal life to 
every race and nation: Pour out this gift anew, that by the preaching of the Gospel your salvation may reach 
to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.                                           
                                                                                                 (ACNA Book of Prayer) 
       

 
CONTACT INFO: 
 

Vicar:  Rev. Dr. Joseph F. Mlaker   517-881-5725          revjmlaker@gmail.com 
  

Rev. Samuel Makuach:                    517-505-5264             smakuach@gmail.com     

 

CTK Church Office :  1161 East Clark Rd, #230     DeWitt, MI 48820           517-455-7094 

Web page:  www.CTKAchurch.org    email: myctkachurch@gmail.com  

SUNDAY WORSHIP  CtKA Church 10 AM       Sudanese Service  2 PM 

   
 

“The goal is for all of them to become one 
heart and mind— Just as you, Father, are in me 
and I in you, So they might be one heart and 
mind with us. Then the world might believe 
that you, in fact, sent me.” 
                                                                                                                                                 

John 17:21  Message  

 
   

What makes the CHURCH GREAT?  
Authentic community, formed in hearts and 
souls where Christ resides, transforming a 
people by His power and Spirit to live the 
peculiar life of relationships that reflect His 
love, grace, mercy, and redemptive truth. 
That’s something the world cannot deny is 
supernatural, and God infused.  
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Ctk PEOPLE Of GRACE  
 

What we value at CtK. 
 

 The authority of Scripture as God’s Word for life 
and practices. 
  

 Liturgical sacramental participatory worship 
within the Ancient-Future tradition. 
  

 The Holy Spirit’s indwelling and gifting to 
accomplish God’s purposes. 
   

 Anglican spiritual formation practices from the 
ACNA Texts for Common Prayer and faith 
traditions that root us in the historic church. 
 

 Community life that establishes relationships 
that support and encourage faith. 
 

 Serving our community locally and beyond in 
generosity and grace in Christ’s name bringing 
healing and hope. 
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