
   

                                                
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

    T h a t ’ s  A l l  F o l k s !  

 

For some of us we can remember that tag line at the end of the show, a cartoon actually.  It let us know the 

program was over for that week.  But we also knew another episode would be coming next week.  The time 

has come for our chapter to end at Christ the King Anglican Church, over 10 years of doing ministry and life 

together.     Looking at our congregation and church from the perspective of a family photo album, it brings 

about many memories and visible changes.  Our life story together has been that of real life, blessings, 

celebrations, some heart aches, victories, and challenges, but through it all God has been faithful.   

 

When I think about it, over 15 percent of my life has been lived here in DeWitt and as pastor of this church.  

Little did I know that God would use us here for this many years, learning, growing, leading, and sharing.  

Early in my pastoral ministry when I was much younger and greener, I received sage advice from a beloved 

retired pastor and Superintendent (we might called him a bishop) R. Dean Smith, “People. People. People,” 

then he would sigh and breathe and say, “You’ve just got to love’em and be with them,”  

•  Continued on page 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharing God’s Story of Extravagant Grace Inspiring Hope and Changing Lives 

  F I N A L  E D I T I O N  

M A Y  2 0 2 2  

A n g l i c a n  C h u r c h  

 
“Within, I do not find wrinkles and used heart, but 
unspent youth.”  Ralph Waldo Emerson (Age 61) 
 
“Some people have the idea that the church and 
Scriptures are first of all a warning: don’t do this; be 
careful about that, you are in danger of this… it’s all 
about a series of red lights… WRONG!  The primary 
concern of what we are doing together in this Christian 
life is to help one another get in on the whole thing, a 
full life, not leaving anything out, not settling for too 
little, to embrace real life.”         ~ Eugene Petersen   

 

 
Worship Celebrant Schedule 

May 29th-June 26 
 

 May 29th  Fr. Michael Cupp 

 June 5th    Fr. Steven McCarthy 

 June 12th   Fr. Steven McCarthy 

 June 19th   Fr. Michael Cupp 

 June 26th  Fr. Michael Cupp 
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These were reminders that life in the church was real life with sometimes saintly and sometimes saint-less 

people.  But nevertheless, they are God drawn and redeemed souls being recreated into loveable and 

likeable family members.  And through these years, like the old Wide World of Sports intro, we have 

experienced the thrills of success and the heartbreak of losses, but in the end continuing on to pursue our 

dreams.  

                                                      

Thank you for these past 10 years in which you have provided me with many wonderful opportunities and 

memories.  For example: 

 Sue and I have met some remarkable people whose life’s stories have shared sustaining faith. 

 I have had the opportunity to mentor 2 men as they prepared for ordination into the priesthood. 

 I have experienced the grace and permission to be creative through the variety of ministries we 

have shared in, both in our church and in the community. 

 I have witnessed the strength of faith in the lives of people who have faced the challenges of life 

and realities of growing older. 

 I was able to share my love of overseas mission building projects with one trip to Budapest with 2 

men from our church. 

 I have been encouraged by the faithfulness of people attending services, book discussions, and the 

men’s breakfasts. 

 And finally, I have had the privilege of sharing God’s Word and the sacrament of communion each 

week to hungering hearts and souls. 
 

 

Memories  my life has been shaped and filled by these and many other rich experiences over these many 

years.  Thank you.  
 

I can truly say with the Apostle Paul,  “We have loved you so much that we shared with you not only God’s 

Word, but our own lives too.”  (1 Thessalonians 2:8 nlt)  Thank you for sharing your lives with us too!   Well 

“That’s All Folks” but stayed tune for another episode, in this case as a new chapter of God’s story for Christ 

the King as it continues. 

 

Grace and peace as we continue on the journey of faith,  Fr Joe 
 

P.S.  I hope you can join us for our last Sunday together on May 22nd with a potluck to follow. 

                          

OUR NEW ADDRESS beginning this June…                          
  

 20021 Barletta Lane  #2212 

                                   Estero, FL.  33928 
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       P E W   H U M O R 
 

You can't fool the kids in Sunday school, they are way too smart, especially the K-1st grade class. 
I asked the children in my Sunday school class.  
   
'If I sold my house and my car, had a big garage sale, and gave all my money to the church,  
would I get into heaven?' 'NO!' all the children answered. 
 

'If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the yard, and  kept everything neat and tidy, 
would I get into heaven?' Again the answer was, ‘NO!' ' 
 

Well,’ I continued, ‘then how can I get to heaven?' 
A five-year-old boy shouted, ‘You gotta be dead!' 

 

 
LEADERSHIP COMMUNIQUE 
 
During this past few months we have been 

working with Bishop Mark Engel and 

Archdeacon Allen Kannapell as we seek a new 

priest for our church.  As we move forward we 

have chosen to have an interim priest serving 

our parish through the end of this year.  With 

the recommendation of the Bishop we have 

extended a letter of call to Rev. Michael Cupp.   

 

The interim position will be part-time 

approximately 20 hours per week beginning 

this June.   Fr. Michael works a full-time job in 

the Jackson area. 

 

More information will follow as we finalize the 

arrangements later this May. 

 
 

1. Pray for the new priest and his family. 
 

2. Don’t compare him to Fr. Joe, 

remember Fr. Joe was older and had 

40 years of experience. 
 

 

3. Be an encourager by your attendance 

and words. 
 

4. Look for ways to support the ministry 

by volunteering to serve on Sundays. 

 
5. Take to the time to get know him and 

his family. 

 

REMINDER:  If you have any special requests for the announcements or prayer requests you can 
use one of the following three options: 

1.  Fill out a request form and place it in the offering plate. 
2.  Call the church office at 517-455-7094 and leave them on the answering machine  
3.  Email them to: myctkachurch.com. 

 

Our church secretary, Elaine Ritter,  works on Friday morning.  Please have all information for the 
bulletin and prayer list sent by then.   
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                                                                                                                                Fr.  Michael and Amy Cupp 
                                                                                        Boys from left: Joel (14), Jonathan (16), Micah (16), Sam (9) 

 

 
Michael has a BS degree in Philosophy from Central Michigan University and a MA in Psychology/Theology 

from Moody Theological Seminary. He has also completed a ministerial study course through the Wesleyan 

Church, where he originally served as a youth pastor. Michael completed an Anglican Studies program 

through Trinity School for Ministry and the Anglican Mission in America prior to being ordained a deacon. 

He then transferred to the Anglican Diocese of the Great Lakes and was ordained to the priesthood by 

Bishop Roger Ames. He has served as a church planter with the Diocese and has most recently been a non-

parochial supply priest. He is a licensed master's level psychologist in Michigan and has worked within the 

Community Mental Health system for 17 years, currently as a Director of Contracts Management. He has 

taken several courses in legal and accounting studies while serving in this position. He currently volunteers 

as Scoutmaster for Troop 156 in Homer, MI and is a member of the Lions Club. 

 

Amy is a Special Education Teacher Consultant working mostly in Middle School. She is a graduate of Central 

Michigan University which is where she and Michael met through InterVarsity Christian Fellowship.  They 

have twin sons who are active in Bowling, Band, and Scouts. Joel is also active in Band (trombone) and 

scouts as well as running. The youngest brother, Sam, enjoys Cub Scouts and video games! 
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*One final selection from my poetry bent. 

 

“The LIFE GIVER” 

God in One, God in Three 

Father, Son, Spirit Be 

Holy Ghost, Spirit Divine 

Eternal, before time 

Creation conversations 

Over water’s rippling vibrations 

Dust formed man 

Breath of life began 

Spirit spirit inhaled 

Adams lungs exhaled 

Image bearer now sealed 

God’s glory revealed 

 

God in One, God in Three 

Father, Son, Spirit Be 

Angel, virgin, words impossible 

Deity conceived, Spirit imperceptible 

Baptism descending 

Guiding directing 

Always present, ever near 

Strength giver, joying, dispeller of fear. 

Agonizing garden night 

Tomb robber delight 

Alleluia Easter bells pealed 

God’s glory again revealed 

 

God in One, God in Three 

Father, Son, Spirit Be 

Glory to GOD, the Godhead Three! 

 

     “A Day to Dance” 
                          From Gospel of John 5:6 

 
Stirring waters bubbling life 

Limped limbed waiting the sight 

Temple's colonnades eye lifting glories 

Sharing suffering humanities stories 

Broken, blinded, surrounding reality 

Tear soaked dreams crushing finality 

Pushing yelling splashing first in claim 

Drenched dry still the same 

Eight and 30 years crawled by 

Incredulous question healing why 

A stranger speaking mat-less living 

Waterside words mending forgiving  

Sabbath joys beggars delight 

Dancing legs oh what a sight.  

 

WORDS…  
 

Audible syllables meaning filled lines 

Familiar sounds, characters each with its own designs 

Noble and profane albeit the same 

Silent darkness now breached with power 

Creating revealing challenging each hour 

Life breathed once released never to be retrieved. 

An expansive power begging to be believed. 

Pages, airways filled polluted with clutter 

Overwhelming all prophetic clutter 

Temporary lives scripted in time 

Until all are silenced by the Word divine. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

*Poems written by jmlaker 
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HUMOR ME…. 
 
My dad is a little nuts, as I was leaving the other day, I sneezed while saying goodbye. 
He replied: "Cashew later too, son." 
 

How do math teachers say goodbye? 
Calc-u-lator 
 

How does a music teacher say goodbye? 
Audios. 
 

 
CONTACT INFO: 
 

Vicar:  Rev. Dr. Joseph F. Mlaker   517-881-5725          revjmlaker@gmail.com  
 
CTK Church :  1161 East Clark Rd, #230     DeWitt, MI 48820           517-455-7094 
Web page:    CTKAchurch.com        Email: myctkachurch@gmail.com  

   

   
 

“The goal is for all of them to become one 
heart and mind— Just as you, Father, are in me 
and I in you, So they might be one heart and 
mind with us. Then the world might believe 
that you, in fact, sent me.” 
                                                                                                                                                 

John 17:21  Message  

 
   

What makes the CHURCH GREAT?  
Authentic community, formed in hearts and 
souls where Christ resides, transforming a 
people by His power and Spirit to live the 
peculiar life of relationships that reflect His 
love, grace, mercy, and redemptive truth. 
That’s something the world cannot deny is 
supernatural, and God infused.  
  
 

The Back Page NEWS 

  

Sharing God’s Extravagant Grace Inspiring Hope & Changing Lives 

                
Published by  

Christ the King Church 
 

 

CtKA PEOPLE Of GRACE  
 

What we value at CtK. 
 

❖ The authority of Scripture as God’s Word for life 
and practices. 
  

❖ Liturgical sacramental participatory worship 
within the Ancient-Future tradition. 
  

❖ The Holy Spirit’s indwelling and gifting to 
accomplish God’s purposes. 
   

❖ Anglican spiritual formation practices from the 
ACNA Texts for Common Prayer and faith 
traditions that root us in the historic church. 
 

❖ Community life that establishes relationships 
that support and encourage faith. 
 

❖ Serving our community locally and beyond in 
generosity and grace in Christ’s name bringing 
healing and hope. 

  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 
  
 

  

 
   
 
 
 
 
   
 
   
 
 
 
  

  

   

 

   
  

 


