
 

 
 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
March 29, 2020 

 

      
*Congregation responds by reading the bold print as directed. The priest will extend his hand to cue your response. 
 
 

 INVOCATION      

Celebrant:       Grace and peace be with you from God our Father and the  
                        Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Celebrant:       Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins 
All:                    His mercy endures for ever. 

Celebrant:     Let us pray together: 
 
ALL: Almighty God, you bring to light things hidden in darkness, and know the shadows of 

our hearts: Cleanse and renew us by your Spirit, that we may walk in the light and glorify 

your name, through Jesus Christ, the Light of the world.   

      Amen.     

 
   

 RECITING THE 1O COMMANDMENTS     (Recite Together) 

 
I am the Lord your God. You shall have no other gods but me.  

You shall not make for yourself any idol.  

You shall not take the Name of the Lord your God in vain.  

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.  

Honor your father and your mother.  

You shall not murder.  

You shall not commit adultery.  

You shall not steal.  

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.  

You shall not covet. 
 

Celebrant:  Holy God, Holy and Mighty, 
             Holy Immortal One, 

People:         Have mercy upon us. 
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 CONFESSION OF SIN   (Please kneel or be seated) 
 

Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.  (Silently) 
 
Prayer of Confession 
  

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

maker and judge of us all: 

We acknowledge and lament our many sins and offenses, 

which we have committed by thought, word, and deed  

against your divine majesty, 

provoking most justly your righteous anger against us. 

We are deeply sorry for these our transgressions; 

the burden of them is more than we can bear. 

Have mercy upon us, Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 

for your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, 

forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may evermore  

serve and please you in newness of life,  

to the honor and glory of your Name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    

 
 
Celebrant:  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised forgiveness 
of sins to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith turn to him, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring 
you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
 

 GLORIA IN EXCELSIS    (Recite together )     
  

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  

         You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

          For you alone are the Holy One,  

You alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen 
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 INVITATION TO WORSHIP     

 
Celebrant:        The Lord be with you. 
All:                  And also with you. 
 

Celebrant:        Is the Father with us?  
All:                  He is with us! 
 

Celebrant:        Is the Son among us?  
All:                  He is with us!  
 
Celebrant:        Is the Spirit here?  
All:                  He is with us!  

 

Celebrant:        He is our God!  
All:                  Father and Son and Holy Spirit. 
  
Celebrant:        We are His people;  
All:                  We belong to Him. 

  
Celebrant:        Lift up your hearts.  
All:                  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 
 COLLECT OF THE DAY 

   
Celebrant:   Let us pray.   
 

Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: Grant 

your people grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that, among the swift 

and varied changes of this world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be 

found; through Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

As we turn to the Scriptures It is as if our headlines today influenced our Scripture lessons for this 

the 5th Week of Lent.  The reality of death shadows our lives. Sin’s deadly contamination infects us 

all.  Quarantines and vaccines cannot prevent it’s effect.  Our hope is for the author of life, God 

himself, to breath new life into us.  The enemy, death, is no match for the glory of GOD.  This 

week we are called to believe and see God’s glory as he gives life.   

 

Let us hear what GOD has to say to us today and receive his blessing and words of life. 
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 THE LESSONS     

 

First Reading ………………………  Ezekiel 37:1-14   (ESV  Bible pg.724) 
 
 
A reading from the Old Testament prophet Ezekiel. 
 
1 The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD and set 

me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2 And he led me around among them, 

and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3 

And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you 

know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the 

word of the LORD. 5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter 

you, and you shall live. 6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, 

and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am 

the LORD.” 7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and 

behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone.  

8 And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin 

had covered them. But there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the 

breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four 

winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10 So I prophesied as he 

commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an 

exceedingly great army. 11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of 

Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are indeed cut off. 

 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your graves 

and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13 And 

you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O 

my people. 14 And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your 

own land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the 

LORD.”  

Reader:      The Word of the Lord. 
People:      Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM  130 *Congregation reads the BOLD print responsively.   
   
Leader:  1Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord!  
 
People:   2O Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my pleas for mercy!  
 
3If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?  
 

4But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared.  
 

5I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope;  
 

6my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning, more than watchmen for the 
morning.  
 

7O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is plentiful 
redemption.  
 

8And he will redeem Israel from all his iniquities.  
  
Let us give glory to God.  

 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
             as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end 
             Amen.  
 
 
 
Second Reading  ………………… Romans 6:15-23    (ESV Bible pg. 943) 
 
Reader:   A reading from the New Testament Epistle of Romans 
  
15 What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 16 Do you 

not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one 

whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 
17 But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the 

heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed, 18 and, having been set free from 

sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 19 I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural 

limitations.  
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For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to 

more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification. 
20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 But what fruit were 

you getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those 

things is death. 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, 

the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but 

the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 
Reader:      The Word of the Lord. 
People:     Thanks be to God.  
 

 

 

 

 
 

   THE HOLY GOSPEL  .............John 11:1-6, 14-44    (ESV Bible pg. 897) 
 
 
Celebrant:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  according to Saint John. 
All:              Glory to you, Lord Christ! 
  

1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was 
Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother 
Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when 
Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the 
Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 
So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.   

 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15 and for your sake I am glad that I was not 
there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his 
fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 17 Now when Jesus came, he found 
that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two 
miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their 
brother. 20 So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary 
remained seated in the house.  
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21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even 
now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your 
brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection 
on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do 
you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, 
who is coming into the world.” 28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, 
saying in private, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she rose 
quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place 
where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw 
Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep 
there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, 
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, 
and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly 
troubled. 34 And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 
Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he 
who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?” 38 Then Jesus, deeply 
moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away 
the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an 
odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed 
you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and 
said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said 
this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When 
he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The man who had 
died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus 
said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”  

Celebrant:       The Gospel of the Lord!                                                      
All:            Praise to you, Lord Christ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 THE MESSAGE   ………  Rev. Dr. Joseph Mlaker,  Vicar CtKA 
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 THE NICENE  CREED                   (*Please stand) 
         

Celebrant and People  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, visible and invisible.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  

      On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father [and the Son],†  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                
     † The ACNA acknowledges that the form of the Nicene Creed with the phrase “and the Son” is not 

in the original Greek but is customary in the West and is that of the 1662 Prayer Book . 
                                                                          

*One universal Church    
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   PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE:    GREAT LITANY      (Selected petitions and prayers)     
 

         (*Please kneel or be seated. The Congregation responds with the bold print.) 

 Response:  Have Mercy upon us. 
 
O God the Father, Creator of heaven and earth, 
Have mercy upon us. 
 
O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
Have mercy upon us. 
 
O God the Holy Spirit, Sanctifier of the faithful, 
Have mercy upon us. 
 
O holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, one God, 
Have mercy upon us. 
 
 
 

 Response after < Lord in your mercy.   Hear our prayers. 
 
Lord we pray in this time of worldwide need for your grace, mercy, and healing. We pray for our 
vulnerable populations: God, protect our elderly and those suffering from chronic disease. Provide 
for the poor, especially the uninsured. Lord in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayers. 
 
For the young and the strong: God, give them the necessary caution to keep them from 
unwittingly spreading this disease. Lord in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayers. 
 
For the families that are in their homes with young children help them provide activities for 
energetic bodies, creative lessons to engage their minds, and patience to deal with the stress. Lord 
in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayers 
 
 
For our scientific community, leading the charge to understand the disease and communicate its 
gravity: God, give them knowledge, wisdom, and a persuasive voice. Lord in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayers. 
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For frontline health care workers, we thank you for their vocational call to serve us. God, keep 
them safe and healthy. Keep their families safe and healthy. Help them to be knowledgeable about 
the diagnosis and treatment of this disease, as well as the changing protocols. Help them to stay 
clear-minded in the midst of the surrounding panic. God, deliver them from anxiety for their own 
loved ones   God, give them compassion for every patient in their care. Lord in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayers. 
 
 
Lord  we ask you to rule the hearts of your servant Donald the President and all others in 
authority,  as they seek to make wise decisions to protect and provide for those they govern and 
that they may do justice, and show mercy, and walk humbly before you,  Lord in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayers. 
 
To bless and keep our armed forces by sea, and land, and air, and to shield them in all dangers and 
adversities,  Lord in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayers. 
 
That it may please you to show mercy on all prisoners and captives; refugees, the homeless, and the 
hungry; and all those who are desolate and oppressed,  Lord in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayers. 
  
 
To preserve all who are in danger by reason of their work or travel,  Lord in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayers. 
 
To illumine all Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, with true knowledge and understanding of your 
Word; and that, both by their preaching and living, they may show it accordingly,    
Lord in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayers. 
 
To send forth laborers into your harvest; to prosper their work by your Holy Spirit; to make your 
saving grace known unto all nations; and to hasten the coming of your kingdom,   Lord in your 
mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayers. 
 
To give all your people increase of grace to hear your Word with humility, to receive it with pure 
affection, and to bring forth the fruit of the Spirit,    Lord in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayers. 
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We humbly ask you, gracious Lord, to comfort and strengthen all those who, in this earthly life are 
in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity.  May your compassion and mercy, Lord, 
reach down and comfort, heal, and restore our brokenness. We also pray for our family of the 
week, the requests on our prayer list, our own needs and those of others. 
 
 
 I invite you to add your own requests at this time. 

 
Lord, in your mercy: 

People:     Hear our prayers. 

 

Celebrant:    Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by many people suffering from this 
illness or only a few, Jesus Christ, stay with us as we endure and mourn, persist and prepare. In 
place of our anxiety, give us your peace. Jesus Christ, hear us and heal us.”  Lord in your mercy 
People:     Hear our prayers.  Amen. 
                                                                                                     
  
 
Therefore, as you had instructed your disciples in prayer we also pray; 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.     

Amen. 
 

The Officiant says the following 

Almighty God, you have promised to hear the petitions of those who ask in the Name of your Son: 

Mercifully incline your ear to us who have made our prayers and supplications to you; and grant that 

what we have asked faithfully, according to your will, we may obtain effectually, for the relief of our 

necessities and the setting forth of your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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 FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

Celebrant: Since we are not able to share in the Eucharist at church, we pray together. 

Dear Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament. I love you above all 
things, and I desire to possess you within my soul. And since I cannot now receive you 
sacramentally, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you, together 
with all your faithful people gathered around every altar of your Church, and I embrace you 
with all the affections of my soul. Never permit me to be separated from you.  Amen. 

 
❖ KENYAN DISMISSAL: 

 
Celebrant:   All our problems  
ALL:           We send to the cross of Christ  
Celebrant:   All our difficulties  
ALL:           We send to the cross of Christ. 
Celebrant:   All the devil’s works  
ALL:           We send to the cross of Christ  
Celebrant:   All our hopes 
ALL:           We set on the risen Christ. 
 

 
 BENEDICTION        May God the Father’s love embrace you;  

                                     May Jesus Christ, the Son,  
                          give you peace; May the Holy Spirit guide you, 
                                         all the days of your life.  
                                 May God almighty bless you. 
          In the name of the Father, the Son, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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