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“Unto him be glory in the 
church by Christ Jesus 

throughout all ages, world 
without end.  Amen.” 

Ephesians 3:21
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Dear Praying Friends,

Thank you for the continued faithful support of the Lord’s work here in Star, ID!  We are especially grateful for your prayers since our 
last prayer letter.  

As I mentioned in that letter, my plan was to travel back to Virginia for several short visits in 2016 to help care for my dear mother.  
Little did I know then that those visits would take place one after another over the months of February through May. Between 
February 23rd and May 20th I made 3 trips to VA and was away from Idaho for a total of 6 weeks 4 days.  During my first trip to help 
care for Mom, she was hospitalized for several days with pneumonia. I returned to Idaho before she was released from the hospital, 
but just a little over two weeks later, she suffered a debilitating stroke that left her in a persistent vegetative state. I flew back to VA 
on Sunday March 27th to help my siblings make end of life decisions for Mom and ultimately to take her home on Friday April 1st 
under hospice care. We are so thankful that my faithful wife Lori was able to travel to VA on Wednesday March 30th to provide 
nursing care for Mom.  Mom lived for 4 days at home, during which time all her children, their spouses, and many grandchildren 
were able to spend time with her. On the final day of her life here on earth, we spent the day gathered around her bedside praying, 
singing hymns, reading Scripture, and loving on Mom. She peacefully entered into the presence of her Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
just after 9 PM on April 4th. I was blessed to preach Mom’s funeral message from Psalm 16:15 “Precious in the sight of the LORD is the 
death of his saints.”  Pastor Ben Whitaker (Omega Baptist Church/Christiansburg, VA) assisted in the funeral, and Pastor Steve Lackey 
(Grace Baptist Church/Floyd, VA) opened their church fellowship hall and provided lunch for our family after the funeral. We are so 
very  thankful for that extra ministry of these two supporting churches!  It was also a tremendous help and blessing to have a faith-
ful man in our church, Steve Corman, take care of all the preaching and church responsibilities in my absence. I am pretty much 
caught up on those things put on hold over the past months--this prayer letter being one of them. 

Church Life—Prayer Requests
One of our church family, Steven Martin, received and accepted a job offer in South Carolina. We were sad for him to leave us, but 
are glad that the Lord provided employment for him in his chosen career field of Hydrogeology. Please pray for two ladies who are 
attending services.  Candee is coming to almost every service. She has a testimony of salvation, but has never been baptized 
because of her fear of being put under the water. Please join us in praying that the Lord will help her overcome that fear and follow 
the Lord in believer’s baptism and church membership. Laura is attending the Sunday AM service sporadically and professes salva-
tion as well. Please join us in praying for her spiritual needs as well. 

Please pray that every member of the Star Baptist Church family--beginning with the Pastor--will be obedient to Great Commission, 
and that the Lord will add to His church through our faithful ministry.     
          Love in Christ Jesus our Lord,   

Jerry, Lori, & Hannah Akers 


