
Heavenly Participation
(Worship)

Introduction
This morning, for our third week and second theme of Essentials to Membership or 
Essentials to Christianity, we are talking about worship.

Worship, the word itself means, “celebrating the worth” of someone or something, and in 
this case we’re talking about God, the generous creator of all things. He is the father of 
Jesus. He is the God who makes promises and keeps them. He is the lord of the angels. He 
is the utterly faithful, utterly loving - love that I can’t imagine, just grace to the core of his 
being.  

So first of all, worship is the glad shout of praise that arises to God the creator and God 
the rescuer from the creation that recognizes it’s maker from the creation that 
acknowledges the triumph of Jesus the Lamb. And that worship is going on in heaven all 
the time (Revelation 4 - 5)

And second of all, learning to worship is learning to be a Christian. 

Now, generally speaking, when we talk about worship, there are three primary modes of 
worship. 

1. First of all, the Bible teaches that there is a way of living that your entire life is an 
act of worship offered up to God. (Romans 12:1-3)

2. Second we are taught in the Bible that each of us should set aside time on a daily 
basis to worship our Creator. We often refer to this as having a daily Quiet Time or 
devotion. 

3. And then the notion of worship is used in a third way in the Bible, and it’s this: 
Sunday morning corporate ritualized worship. Now this is what we’re going to 
talk about this morning. (1 Corinthians 14)

SUNDAY MORNING CORPORATE WORSHIP IS THE MOST IMPORTANT THING 
YOU DO. 
The first thing I want to get on the table is this raw fact: Sunday morning, corporate, 
ritualized worship is the most important thing that  that you do in your entire life and 
it’s the most important thing that a church does. It’s the central act in the life of God’s 
people. 
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Here are 5 reasons Sunday morning corporate worship is the most important thing you 
do: (all I will do is state the reasons.  When we finish feel free to ask questions and again, I 
will print and bind this for those in the class and you can take a look at footnotes for each 
of these reasons where I open them up a little more.)

1. The heart of Christianity is the gospel, and Christian worship is the primary way 
the gospel is declared. 

2. The heart of Christianity is the gospel, and Christian worship is the primary 
response to the gospel. 

3. We become like whatever or whomever we worship. Sunday morning, corporate 
ritualized worship is the fundamental way we are transformed into the image 
of God, into agents of the gospel. 

4. The rhythmic movement of work and worship, labor and liturgy is one of the 
significant distinguishing features of the Christians way of being-in-the-
world. 

5. Sunday morning, corporate ritualized worship is the most thorough way in which 
we are brought into fellowship with Jesus Christ. 

With that on the table as we move forward there will be four parts to this study. 
1. First, we’ll explore a very important aspect of worship that is often overlooked. 
2. Second, we’ll look at what the Bible teaches regarding the content of Christian 

worship. 
3. Third, we’ll look at what the Bible teaches regarding the structure of Christi 

worship. 
4. And fourth we’ll walk through the worship service at Florida baptist and see how 

our church puts into practice the Biblical guidelines of Christian worship. 

1. Worship Is A Journey Into Heaven
Read Isaiah 6:1-7

This passage of Scripture paints a technicolor picture of a very important aspect of 
worship. When we gather to worship as a church, we go on a journey: it’s not simply a 
physical journey or an emotional journey. In worship something else happens. 

• This is a fundamental aspect of worship that needs to be recovered...Christian 
worship is a journey into heaven.  

When we gather to worship,
• Together we are ascending into the presence of the Holy One (Psalm 95, Isaiah 6)

Now, you may say that your experience of worship is not always “heavenly”. Maybe it’s 
uncomfortable, babies distract you, the music isn’t your style and the sermon may not 
float your boat. Yet, we do experience heaven when we go to worship and this is true 
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regardless of the quality of the music or the preaching. This is something that is 
objectively true.  

Yes, it may be mind boggling, it’s beyond our imaginations at times. And yet, when we 
gather together Christ is there and mysteriously we are for that moment participating in 
the very worship of heaven itself. 

Transition: Okay, the content of worship. 

2. The Content Of Christian Worship is Threefold
Through the ages - all the way back to the beginning - the content of Christian worship is 
Threefold. When God’s people gather for worship over the centuries, they Remember, 
the Expect, and they Heed.

1. Remember: Christian worship remembers the mighty deeds of God from the 
past. 

• Especially we remember that 1) God has created the heavens and the earth, 
and we remember that 2) he has liberated us from the bondage of sin and 
death through the work of his Son.  

2. Expect: It expects the mighty deeds of God in the future. 
• In Christian worship we confidently anticipate that God will be faithful to his 

promise to heal his earth, and bless his people and make all things new. 
3. Heed: We take heed of God’s instructions.

• We give heed to God’s instruction for how to live our lives in the nitty-gritty 
particular issues of daily living. We humbly receive God’s instruction for how 
we talk, how we spend our money, what responsibilities we have towards our 
neighbor, etc...

Transition: So Scripture and 2000 years of Church tradition tell us that fully Christian 
worship is marked by hope and memory, as well as humbly receiving God’s instruction 
for how to live our lives. 

Let’s look at the Structure of Christian Worship

3. The Structure Of Christian Worship Has Two Parts
Acts 2:42 - This is the very first summary of the life of the earliest Christian church.

42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 

The very first description of the very first Christian community tells us that they came 
together for a two-fold purpose:

(1) The teaching of and communion with the Apostles. 
(2) The breaking of and praying over the bread. 
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What I want us to see is that the basic normative shape for Christian worship consists  of 
two elements: Scripture and the Lord’s Supper. The Christian tradition has always held 
these two closely together as a means of grace. For Christians, the two parts of the 
structure for Christian worship are the Service of the Word and the Service of the 
Table.

Service Of The Word
The Service Of The Word is the Reading Scripture, Praying Scripture, Singing Scripture 
and listening to a sermon about Scripture.

What are we doing in this?
• We are fulfilling the content of Christian Worship.  We are remembering God’s 

mighty deeds in history, we are anticipating his ultimate transformation of all 
things and we are taking heed of God’s instruction and commands for life now.

• It’s about the astonishing fact that Christ nourishes us with himself through his 
Word.    

Service Of The Table
I want to point out two things about this part of the service:

1. First, the church is called to keep our Lord Jesus, his death and resurrection, as the 
focal point of worship, witness, service and mission.  How do we protect ourselves 
from drifting off base?  Jesus did not think Christ-centered preaching would be 
enough.  He left his church not only a gospel to preach, but rites of water, bread & 
wine to practice.  It’s difficult to forget Christ and his cross when we proclaim his 
death in the breaking of bread.

2. Second, just the the Word of God (Scripture) is more than a book that teaches us about 
God’s mighty deeds in the past and the future, the bread and the juice at the Table are 
more than reminders of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Just like the Bible is more 
than a book of lesson, the bread and the juice are more than object lessons. At the 
Table, we encounter Christ. 

• John 6:51
• 1 Corinthians 10:16-17
•  In John 6 we see what the bread and juice is: it’s the body and blood of Christ
• And in 1 Corinthians 10, we see what partaking of this brea and juice does: It 

makes us into the church, the body of Christ!

Okay, we’ve seen how the Bible identifies the content of worship and the structure of 
worship, but beyond this there is much freedom, there are many ways of being faithful to 
biblically mandated content and structure. 

This takes us to Number 4 - Our Liturgy
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4. Our Liturgy

Call To Worship (Scripture Reading)
When we gather here on Sundays, what are we doing?  We are responding to our Creator 
calling us to worship Him. In other words, gathering together is not just a bright idea 
cooked up by a group of Christians some where back in history.  It’s far more serious than 
that: The Lord himself calls us to gather and commands us to assemble in his presence. 

Song
We begin our time of praising God by lifting our hearts and voices in joyful praise to join 
the worship of heaven around his heavenly throne by singing songs of praise.  Often 
times these songs are from the Psalms. The Psalms have always been the chief prayer 
book and hymn book of the Church.   We continue to sing following the Congregational 
Prayer as a people who are forgiven and raised up by grace to a place of forgiveness and 
honor. With our sins forgiven, our hearts begin to trust and hope so we turn to praise 
again!

Congregational Prayer
We stand before God as a congregation. We pause to ask forgiveness - privately and 
corporately. We don’t make excuses, we don’t rationalize. We confess and God cleanses 
us in Christ by forgiving our sin on the basis of Jesus’ death as our substitute. We also, 
hear assurance of his pardon of us from the Scriptures. 

Sermon
At this point we are seated and placed under the authority of God’s Word. 

Benediction (Blessing) & Commissioning
When it comes to the way a worship service ends, there’s something amazing going on. 

In the blessing or Benediction, the pastor pronounces the name of God over the 
congregation (Number 6:22-27)

Then the “commissioning”. While worship is the most important is the most important 
thing a church does, it is not the only thing a church church does. We worship God on the 
Lords Day and then the Lord sends us into the world to serve him in our various callings. 
Christian worship culminates in Christian action - being sent as ambassadors of another 
“city”, to live and act communally as a people who embody a foretaste of God’s shalom - 
life as it was intended to be. 
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Conclusion
There’s so much more. I’ll sum it up with this. We assemble together for worship because 
we believe He will do what He has promised. What has He promised to do in our 
worship?  He calls us together

• promising to cleanse us from our sins
• and speak to us in His word,
• and hear our prayers and praises,
• and feed us at The Lords Table,
• and send us our into the world under His blessing. 

And because we trust that he will do what he has promised, we come together expectantly 
looking to our Triune God to work on us and to work in us so that we might live for Him. 
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