
Churches For The Glory Of God & Good Of The Community
(Mission)

Introduction
The first pages of Scripture portray YHWH, the God of Israel, as the one and only God of 
all the earth, of all nations, and all humanity. And this God who made all, owns all and 
rules all. And in the first pages of Scripture we see that God’s original design for creation 
is dynamic; God didn’t create a perfect world; he created an innocent world. 

What I mean is that we shouldn’t think of Eden as perfect because we typically think of 
perfect as complete. The original creation was a starting point. God’s plan in Genesis 1-2 
is for humans, made in his image, to lead this world from it’s original state to it’s full 
potential. 

So, in the first pages of Scripture we see God working toward a goal - a creation cultivated 
into it’s full potential by humans. A creation filled with humans who rule the world as 
God’s image bearer’s, who lead the world into it’s glorious potential of flourishing and 
grace and blessing. 

This is a key reason that in Genesis e, when humans rebel against God’s purpose, and sin 
enters God’s kingdom, God’s universe, it is a calamity. The whole universe is wounded, 
and yet God’s purpose doesn’t cease-he isn’t thwarted, he’s still on mission. 

This mornings study is focused on the mission that God had at the very beginning of 
creation, and continues to have to this day. There will be three parts to our study.  First, 
we’re going to trace his mission through the OT. Second, we’ll see how that mission is 
focused in the NT and into today. Finally, we’ll talk about how God’s mission is the 
context in which we live out of our lives and in which our church exists. 

God’s Pattern In The Old Testament
1. Through one person God blesses the whole creation
Genesis 12:1-3
Two things about this passage:

(1) For the first one, we need to remember our very first session together. We need to 
remember the curses that resulted from Adam and Eve’s sin were focused against: 
1) the earth, 2) human procreation, 3) human labor. And did you notice that here in 
Genesis 12, God’s three promises to Abraham (land, seed, earthly blessing) are a 
reversal of the curse on Adam and Eve!  So the first thing to notice is that “the 
promise to Abraham” must be understood in relation to the problems caused by 
Adam. Their intention was to get the human project back on track. 
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(2) Notice V1 begins with one man - “now the Lord said to Abram” but V3 ends with 
the whole world - “and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  So the 
second characteristic of this passage we need to see is that God’s mode of 
operation is to start with on person, but not because he’s showing favoritism, no 
he’s chosen one person for the sake of every person. Through Abraham God will 
undo the fateful sin in the garden.

So the first major point we need to see from the OT about God’s mission, is that through 
one person God blesses  the whole creation. 

2. Through One Nation God Reveals Himself To The Whole Creation
Now turn to the second book of the Bible, Exodus.  Look at CH 19. Here we have the first 
words that God speaks to the nation of Israel. 

Exodus 19:4-6
4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' 
wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and 
keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the 
earth is mine; 6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are 
the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.”

All the nations around the world belong to God, but he singles out Israel to be his 
treasured possession. Why?  Why does God pick one nation and enter into a unique 
relationship with them?  Well, go back one chapter. 

Let’s look at Exodus 18:10. Here, a non-Israelite by the name of Jethro saw how God 
rescued Israel from captivity to Egypt. And notice what he says.

Exodus 18:10-12
10 Jethro said, “Blessed be the LORD, who has delivered you out of the hand of the 
Egyptians and out of the hand of Pharaoh and has delivered the people from under the 
hand of the Egyptians. 11 Now I know that the LORD is greater than all gods, because in 
this affair they dealt arrogantly with the people.”12 And Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, 
brought a burnt offering and sacrifices to God; and Aaron came with all the elders of 
Israel to eat bread with Moses' father-in-law before God.

God makes himself known to the world by saving Israel from captivity. This point is 
repeated over and over again throughout Scripture. God gets involved in the history of 
Israel in order to REVEAL what he is really like to the world. If you want to know who the 
One True God is, you must look at how God interacts with Israel. God reveals himself to 
people as the see him revealed through his action behalf of his people. 
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So through one nation God reveals himself to the whole creation. 

So we’ve seen two themes in Scripture: 1) Through one person, God blessed the whole 
creation and 2) through one nation, God reveals himself to the whole world. 

One more theme:

3. Through One Place God Establishes His Rule Of The Whole Creation
Psalm 2
We’ve seen God pick one person and one nation. What single thin is picked here?

This mountain, Zion...God singled out one place from which his rule of the whole world is 
established. 

Through one place God establishes his rule of the whole creation.

Summary Of God’s Pattern In The OT
So there’s a pattern. When we learn to read the Bible as a single, sprawling story we see 
that God’s got a mission. 

•  It was never God’s intention to bless Abraham purely from Abrahams sake. 
• It was never God’s intention to reveal himself to Israel only for Israels sake. 
• It was never God’s intention to base his kingdom in Zion only to rule that particular 

piece of real estate. 
• God’s mission has always been an expansion to the whole world, to all the 

families of the earth. 

God’s Pattern In The New Testament
Now, what happens to this pattern in the NT?  Well, we won’t take the time to look at all 
the passages of Scripture, instead I’m going to sum things up with two key points. 

1. Jesus Is The Embodiment Of God’s Blessing, Revelation, And Reign.
When we read the New Testament as part of the single, sweeping story that begins in 
Genesis and ends in Revelation, we see that...

• Jesus is the descendant of Abraham through whom all the families of the earth are 
blessed. Through his life and ministry, his death, resurrection, and ascension Jesus 
brings into reality the promise God always had for Abraham, to bless all nations. 

• And Jesus is the embodiment of Israel. (We don’t have time this morning but the 
sequence of events in Jesus’ life in Matthew1-7 repeats the sequence of events in 
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, and Deuteronomy) Now part of what it means to say that 
Jesus is the embodiment of the nation of Israel is that Jesus is the light to all nations 
that Israel was destined to be. 
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• Jesus takes into himself the imagery of  Mount Zion and the Temple. Jesus acted as 
if he were the Temple in person, offering people forgiveness on his own 
authority...His bodily presence was the reality to which the Temple pointed.

So Jesus is the embodiment of God’s blessing, revelation, and reign. 

Now stay with me. I need to point out the second point about God’s mission in the New 
Testament, and then I think I can bring some clarity to what this means and why it’s so 
very important. The second thing that happens with regard to the OT pattern is this...

2. The Church Is The Body Of Christ
In the OT, the missionary work of God focuses on one person, one nation, and one place. 
Then Jesus comes along and perfectly fulfills the role of Abraham, Israel, and Zion. And 
then what?  Well, when you read the four biographies of Jesus, the four gospels, every 
one, all four, end with Jesus commissioning his followers to participate in his mission 
(Matthew 18:16-20; Mark 16:7-8; Luke 24:44-49; John 20: 21-23).  We will not take time to 
read each of these, they are listed in your note sheet. Let’s read just one, the last one, John 
20:21-23

So here we see that The Church is the Body of Christ.

So God has a mission, and that mission is pursued through Abraham, Israel and Zion. 
However, the failure of God’s people to be a faithful light to the nations brings them 
under God’s judgement. But God promised through the prophets to gather and renew his 
chosen people by his Spirit so that all nations, and ultimately the whole creation, can be 
rescued and restored. That gathering and renewal of Israel was accomplished in the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus, in his ascension and outpouring of the Spirit. The 
Church is renewed Israel. And as renewed Israel, there are some changes. 

For example, the church is no longer a nation as was Israel. But the point is that the 
church is sent out to all nations in the power of the Spirit to now fulfill God’s original 
intention for Israel, which is to gather all the nations into his renewing work. 

In other words, through his great redemptive acts, Jesus makes possible the mission of 
God, and then Jesus gives this mission to the Church. In other words, we are the place of 
God’s presence and vehicle of God’s worship on earth...we are the seat of God’s rule on 
earth, and through the church God extends his kingdom to the ends of the earth. 

Now turn to Acts 1:6-8 and we’ll begin to unpack what this means for us today. 

4



Summary Of God’s Pattern From The NT Through Today
And this is actually what happens. In fact, the single most striking thing about early 
Christianity is it’s speed of growth. 

• In AD 25 there is no such thing as Christianity: merely a young hermit in the 
Judaean wilderness and his somewhat younger cousin who dreams dreams and sees 
visions.  

• By AD 125 the Roman Emperor has established an official policy in relation to the 
punishment of Christians. 

• Give it another 200 years and Christianity has risen from a tiny obscure location in 
the rural areas around Galilee, to dominate the major cities of the Roman Empire 
and even Rome itself.  

• Some scholars like to claim that the world was ready for Christianity. There is a 
small gran of truth to this but is hardly does justice to the historical reality. 

• Christianity summoned proud pagans to face torture and death out of loyalty to a 
Jewish villager who had been executed by Rome. 

• Christianity advocated a love which cut across racial boundaries. 
• It sternly forbid sexual immorality, the exposure of children (our equivalent of 

abortion) and a great many other things which the pagan world took for granted.
• Choosing to become a Christian was not an easy or natural thing for the average 

pagan. 
• A jew who converted might as well be regarded as a nation traitor. 
• Even slaves, who might be supposed to have less to lose than others, and hence to 

appreciate an elevation of status through conversion, might face the cost of 
interrogation and torture.

Today is appears that there are some 2 billion Christians in the world. That’s 1/3 of the 
planet’s population. Christianity is booming. It’s true, that here in America and other 
parts of the West, Christianity is stagnating. But we aren’t the majority. We’re not even 
average. 

And the incredible growth of Christianity shouldn’t surprise us. The one and only true 
God who made all and owns all and rules all, is working out his purpose to be known to 
the ends of the earth. 

As. church , we are rooted in who God is, baptized in His name; We have taken his 
identity; We are sharers in His life. So we share in His mission.  As a church we are 
God’s missionary people. 

• A local church is a community from which the blessing of Abraham, experienced in 
Jesus, overflows to others. 

• A local church is a people who have recognized that Jesus is God, and through us 
God reveals that knowledge to others. 
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• A local church is a place where we experience God’s kingdom-his good and gracious 
rule through Jesus, and we invite others into our midst in order to experience that 
Kingdom. 

To be a church is to be called to actively participate in the mission of God the 
Father through His Son in the power of the Holy Spirit. And what is the mission of 
God?  God’s mission is the bless the world, reveal himself to the world and invite 
the world into his good and gracious rule.

END WEEK 1 

How Will We Actively Participate In The Mission Of God?
First, remember our second session (Worship: Heavenly Participation). I began that 
session by saying that worship is the most important thing that a church does. We must 
always remember that the ministry of the Word and the Table is the church’s highest 
priority. With that being said...

1.  A Church For Outsiders Through
Every local church is the particular community that God has chosen, he’s singled us out 
not for our own sake. But to be caught up in this incredible purpose, the mission of God, 
the movement of God to bless the world, to reveal himself to the world, and to invite the 
world into his Kingdom. 

Just like God didn’t single out Abraham or Israel or Zion for their own sake alone, God 
hasn’t blessed us with this great community of love for our sake alone. It’s for others. We 
are blessed with this to be a blessing. Blessed to be a blessing. 

Durango and all of La Plata County is filled with people who do not know and love their 
Creator. We have been drawn into the mission of God, and a key part of that mission is to 
invite those who are not in the kingdom into the kingdom.

Worship (1 Corinthians 14:24-25 prophesy: revealing the message og 
God)
➡Seek to make worship comprehensible (not necessarily comfortable) to nonbelievers

• We use the vernacular, speak respectfully and sympathetically to those who have 
difficulty with Christianity, explain the service, directly address and welcome 
nonbelievers.

➡Invite nonbelievers into worship  

➡Lead people to commitment. 
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➡ Serious vs. Relevance: I think relevance is a crock. I don’t think style of music is as 
important as come churches make it out to be. People want a place where God is taken 
seriously, where they are taken seriously, where there is no manipulation of their 
emotions.  Why did we get captured by the advertising, publicity mindset?  I think it’s 
destroying our church. 

Evangelism (Mark 2:1-17)
Evangelism is a scary word to many people. But I’ve found it helpful to look at Mark 2:1-17 
for a good picture of what evangelism can be. In the two stories in Mark’s gospel, we see 
that evangelism involves three things:

➡Genuine relationships with those who do not know and love Christ. 
➡Christian community - bringing people into the life of the Church, into safe venues 

where they meet believers and where they meet God. Listen to Ephesians 2:22 - “In 
him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.”  
God has set up home in the church. The church is the dwelling place of God on earth. 
Since Jesus and the church are the new Temple, a fundamental evangelistic action is 
to invite people into the life of the church: a one time event, open forum, 
fellowship, worship service, missional community, etc...

Remember, one of the simplest and most effective forms of evangelism is, “would you 
like to come to church with me next Sunday?”  Sunday worship may seem ordinary to 
us but it isn’t, it’s extraordinary. 

➡ Speaking the message of the gospel. 

Which of these do you find the easiest? Hardest? 

What might this kind of relational evangelism look like for you personally?  For 
our church?

So that is the first implication, we must be a Church for Outsiders. 

Now, another important way God’s Mission is worked out through the Church in 
Scripture is that we are to be...

2. A Church For The Good Of The Community And The County
Jeremiah 29:4-7
4 “Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into 
exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat 
their produce. 6 Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and 
give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, 
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and do not decrease. 7 But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, 
and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare. 

We are a servant community -  counterculture for the common good of our particular 
place.  The Apostle Paul always refers to the churches in two realities:  who they are in 
Christ and who they are in a place - 1 Corinthians 1:2

Let me tell you a story, a true story.

In the year 165 AD,  a devastating epidemic swept through the Roman Empire.  Some 
historians think that it was the first appearance of small pox in the West. Whatever the 
actual disease, it was lethal. It lasted 15 years. The best we can tell, about 1 out of 3 people 
died from it. Then 79 years later, a second epidemic hit. It was equally devastating. This 
time it may have been the measles. 

In cities stinking of death, the mortality rate was so high that Marcus Aurelius, the 
Emperor of Rome, wrote of caravans of carts and wagons hauling the dead through the 
streets out of the city. When the second epidemic hit, at it’s height - 5,000 people per day 
died in the city of Rome by itself. And the death toll in the rural areas - records seem to 
indicate - was even higher. 

A very famous ancient historian named Thucydides, described the extremely contagious 
nature of the disease. As a result, people were afraid to visit one another. 

They died with no one to look after them; indeed there were many houses in 
which all the inhabitants perished through lack of any attention. The bodies 
of the dying were heaped one on top of the other and half dead creatures 
could be seen staggering about in the streets or flocking around the 
fountains in their desire for water. The pagan temples in which they took 
up their quarters were full of the dead bodies of people who had dies inside 
of them. For the catastrophe was so overwhelming that men, not knowing 
what would happen next to them, became indifferent to the rule of religion 
or law. No fear of god or law of man had a restraining influence. 

In the city of Alexandria, evidence suggests that 2 out of every 3 people were killed.

The Christian Bishop of Alexandria. His name was Dionysius. He wrote a letter to his 
flock. And in it he said, “Other people are terrified and do not think this a time for 
festival. but far from being a time of distress, it is a time of unimaginable joy.”  And later 
in the letter, Dionysius indicates that this is time when all other faiths are called to 
question, but Christianity offers an explanation for the plague, comfort for the suffering, 
and even more, a prescription for action: to love one another, and this love extended 
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beyond the bonds of family and tribe. He insisted that Christians should literally take 
Jesus’ command to “visit the sick, feed the hungry and give water to the thirsty.“  

Listen to his letter in the year 260 AD

Most of our brother Christians showed unbounded love and loyalty, never 
sparing themselves and thinking only of one another. Heedless danger, 
they took charge of the sick, attending to their every need and ministering 
to them in Christ, and with them departed this life serenely happy; for they 
were infected by others with the disease, drawing on themselves the 
sickness of they neighbors and cheerfully accepting their pains. Many in 
nursing and curing others, transferred their death to themselves and died 
in their stead. The best of our brothers lost their lives in this manner, a 
number of presbyters, deacons and layman winning high commendation so 
that death in this form, the result of great piety and strong faith, seems in 
every way the equal of martyrdom. 

Once again, the ministry of the Word and the Table is the churches highest priority. The 
first thing people need to hear when they come to church is “believe in Jesus”, not “do 
justice”. And yet, the point of Christianity is not to die and go on to some extended 
endless vacation in a blissful disembodied life after death.  So as Christians, we are saved 
in order to:

• Love our neighbor. Jesus said our neighbor is anyone we come into contact with 
who lacks resources. (Luke 10:25-37)

• To provide the most basic and simple needs of others through acts of service. (1 John 
3:17-18)

• To disadvantage ourselves in order to bring advantages through acts of service. 
(Micah 6:8)

We are called to do this, this is what a church does who is shaped and formed by a God on 
mission to bless the world. 

So, it’s important that we understand what is happening in our community by way of 
employment, education, housing, and so on. 

One last piece...

3. A Church That Calls Forth The Gifts Of It’s Members
John 21:20-22

Vocation on 3 levels
(1) Called to God
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(2) Called to become truly yourself and bring the gift of yourself to the world. 
(3) Called to a particular work / job. 

• Once we get ahold of who we truly are, who God made us to be in the uniqueness 
of ourselves, then we ask, “What is the appropriate action for me to take that 
lines up with who I am made to be?”  And this may change at different stages in 
life. 

Conclusion
We will participate in the mission of God by being a small, healthy church deeply rooted 
in our neighborhood that plants other small healthy churches deeply rooted in their 
neighborhoods. 
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