
The World We All Want
(Gospel)

Introduction
Pretend I’ve got two books here.  One is The Hunchback of Notre Dame, the other is an 
Encyclopedia.  Now, how are these books different?  What’s the difference between a 
novel and an encyclopedia?

• Encyclopedia: I use it to look up information.  Can jump anywhere, read any article.
• Novel: If you turn to the last page you’ll find Quasimodo on top of the cathedral of 

Notre Dame, hoisting his adopted father over his head, throwing 
him...bounces...hangs on...falls to the street below...while the beautiful Esmerelda is 
in the distance hanging from the gallows - in order to understand, you have to start 
at the beginning and read the STORY.  A novel is a story, and so it has a beginning, 
middle and an end.

The Bible is not an encyclopedia; it’s more like a novel: it tells a story, the one true story.  
So don’t think of the various parts of the Bible like “a series of disconnected, 
individual...vignettes, each with a little lesson or moral telling us how to live.”  On one 
level that is true, but we also need to learn to read the Bible as “a single story telling us 
what’s wrong with the world, what God has done to make things right and how it’s all 
going to work out in the end.”

To be honest, it’s not a simple story.  The story the Bible tells is very long and it’s filled 
with all sorts of complex and beautiful and evocative types of literature.  But the point is , 
all of those bits and pieces fit together to tell a single grand, epic story that begins in the 
Garden of Eden, where Adam and Eve look after the animals and ends in a city which is 
the Bride of the Lamb our of which the water of life flows to refresh the world.

Another thing, like most good stories, the most exciting and important parts of the Bible 
come toward the end.  In this case, when Jesus is born, lives, dies on the cross, rises again, 
ascends to heaven, and pours out his Spirit upon his followers.  But to know why Jesus 
comes and what He is doing when he dies and rises again and ascends to heaven, we need 
to know the story that goes before. 

Look at it this way: A man kisses a sleeping woman in a wood and he awakes.  That’s a 
nice ending to a story, but if we don’t know that the woman is Sleeping Beauty and the 
man is Prince Phillip, then we don’t know the story very well...To tell the story of Jesus, 
we need to start with Genesis, the first book in the Bible, a book whose name means 
“Beginnings”.
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1. Creation: The World As It Was Made To Be
Genesis 1:1 What does this mean?
God made what is up there and he made what is down here.

• And as we read along, what are some of the things he makes?
• He made it all. There is nothing that you can look at, that God didn’t make.

But there’s more.  Jump over to:
Ch 2 V15 - work
V 18 , 22 - family
V 23 - art and poetry
V 24-25 - sex

These are just a few of the things that God made.  Everything that exists - God made.  
God made all of reality.  That’s where the Bible starts: “In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth”

Now there are two things in particular that we need to see about this world that God 
made:  first, something about the world in general; and second, something about 
humans in particular.  

FIRST, about the world in general: when God created everything, it was good.  All good.  
• 7x in Genesis 1, God looks at his creation and declares it’s goodness (1:3-4, 10, 12, 18, 

21, 25, 31)
• The whole cosmos is in the presence, in the gaze in the embrace of God
• Everything lives wholly before God.  Everything is under His dominion.  He is Lord 

of all. 

There’s a word in the original language of the Old Testament that still hangs around in 
some cultures today.  And it’s a great description of what’s going on here....shalom. 

• Shalom: a life of flourishing and prospering, where relationships with God, with 
each other and with the non-human creation are thriving.  

• Life the way it was meant to be, that’s shalom.
• life where we delight in living rightly before God. 
• delight in living rightly in our physical surroundings. 
• delight in living rightly with fellow humans beings. 
• and delight even in living rightly with ourselves.

• You see, our deepest longings, the stuff of our greatest stories (true love, eternal 
life, etc...), these are not just fantasy, they are the human awareness of the way 
things were made to be.  
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So that’s the first point we need to see this morning about creation: when God created 
everything, it was good.  All good.

For the second point, something about humans in particular - Look at Genesis 1:26-30.  
Let’s think about this: once God had created all things, then the Bible says that he made 
humans in his “image and likeness.”  Why?  Well, when you follow both the logic and the 
literature of Genesis 1, God makes humans in his own image so they would be able to do 
his work.

God have humans two basic jobs:
1. Be fruitful to fill the earth
2. Subdue the creation to their dominion. 

Thats the work God has been doing. 

So God created humans in his own image so that they could reproduce God’s own activity 
in creation, that is, subdue and fill the earth. 

One quick illustration:  Genesis 1:5, “God called the light Day and the darkness he 
called Night.”  We see God exercising his dominion over creation by naming 
it.  Now look and Genesis 2:19, “So out of the ground the Lord God formed every 
beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see what 
he would call them.  And whatever the man called every living creature, that was it’s 
name.”  Here we see God bringing animals to Adam, and permitting his 
image to exercise dominion by giving names.  So Adam reflects the 
Creator by ruling with his word.  

This is our second point: God intended to rule the world through his image bearing 
humans.  The reason God made human beings is to reflect God’s image into the world.  
God wants to run his world, to bring his love and wisdom and purposes to bear on the 
world, through human beings.  

So God made the world good but he did not intend for the world to stay exactly as he 
made it.  He intends for humans to manage the world on his behalf, and to draw out of it 
it’s potential. He puts humans in his wold to make his world better and better.

So when you read the Bible as it was meant to be read, as a single narrative instead of as 
an encyclopedia, you see some important things about the The World As It Was Made 
To Be. 

Transition: Now, when we turn to Genesis 3, we see that while God put humans in his 
creation to develop it, they do not. In fact, they do the opposite. Instead of cultivating and 
nurturing, and making creation better and better, they spoil God’s good creation. 
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SO, when you’re reading the Bible, it’s all good in Chapters 1 & 2. But in Chapter 3 the 
scary music starts.  

2. Rebellion: The World As It Is
Here, for the first time, there is sin. And in that moment, when Adam and Eve eat the 
fruit:

• the commit treason against the king
• they throw away their birthright of beauty
• shalom is vandalized
• the picture we get in Genesis 3 and in the rest of the Bible is that the result of sin is 

the shattering of shalom. 

Now here in the West, we tend to minimize the gravity and scope and power of sin, even 
though the picture of sin clearly revealed in Scripture is 

• comprehensive and catastrophic

Three examples: work, family and art

Let’s start with work.  In Genesis 2:15, we saw that God created work and it was good
• Immediately after Adam and Eve sin, God says to Adam, Genesis 3:17...
• Work is not always satisfying and sometimes does not yield adequate returns for 

the amount of effort expended...The unhealthy, stressful and unfulfilling aspects of 
labor originate from the curse on the ground.  We could go on and on. 

• The point is, the reason for all of this is that work is twisted, polluted and broken.

Let’s look at family. Notice the last thing we are told before the mutation of sin - its the 
last verse of Genesis Ch 2 - V 25.

This is shalom. Here is a picture of family where there is... 
• no shame, no fear, no secrets
• no insecurity about love handles, or blemishes, or measuring up to some crushing 

and unrealistic standard.
• Here family is a place where you’re fully alive, fully yourself, fully at peace with each 

other, fully at peace with your role, your personality, your won strengths and at 
peace with your weaknesses.  Here is harmony and openness.

• This is shalom. 

But then in Chapter 3, sin enters the picture. And when we get the Genesis 4, after the 
parasite of sin has twisted creation, the family is a place of...

• lying and deception, insecurity, fear, jealousy, anger and murder
• And this is why it is so hard to be a good family where love truly reigns
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• Because when Adam and Eve rebelled against God, everything that God made was 
drawn into the mutiny of the human race.  

One last illustration.  Art. Just compare the first two poems in the Bible. 
• The first one in Genesis 2:23 before sin.  Are is a wonderful gift from God. God has 

made the world with the human potential for imaginative artistic activity. Poetry is 
part of that. The Bible contains many songs and poems that develop the beauty and 
power of language in obedience to God’s order. 

• The second poem in the Bible is in Genesis 4:23-24, after sin. Lamech is a vicious 
thug, boasting that he will take seventy-sevenfold vengeance on those who attach 
him. He’s a poet, but in his poetry, God’s wonderful gift has been distorted, twisted 
into an instrument to threaten with revenge and violence. 

• God is showing us, among other things, that art is broken. (cheesy paintings, 
uncreative music, and the kitsch that fills our culture and too often our churches)

So this is why we experience a world filled with goodness and evil, love and hate, beauty 
and ugliness, life and death.  Our world is both good and broken because our world 
wholly belongs to God and yet the cancerous tentacles of sin invade every square inch of 
the universe. 

So here is our second very important point: Rebellion creates The World As It Is. 

Ok, we need to stop here and drill down because for us to understand the plot line of the 
Bible we need to be sure we have a really good handle on this point.  

To help us drill down into this issue, think about your life in four dimensions:
1. your relationship with God
2. your relationship with yourself
3. your relationship with others
4. your relationship with nature (all of the non-human world)

Genesis 3:8-24 - How does alienation between God and humans show up here?

1. Alienation from God
• The entire relationship with God has changed (Genesis 3:18-23)
• Humans were made to enjoy deep intimate relationship with the Creator. Now 

Adam and Eve hide themselves from God’s presence. (Genesis 3:8)
• Adam and Eve were banished from God’s presence (Genesis 3:23-24). They had 

intimacy with God, full access into his presence. 
• This is THE fundamental problem, because of this, because we are alienated from 

God, we also experience 3 other alienations:
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2. Alienation from Ourselves
• Adam and Eve experienced deception and fear and the desire to hide (Genesis 3:8-13)
• We cease knowing ourselves, we become capable of deception, the rise of the 

unconscious, secret hearts (Psalm 51)
• We go through life knowing only some of ourselves, hiding other parts, partial 

identities, never really knowing ourselves fully 

3. Alienation from One Another
• Their disloyalty to God in eating the forbidden fruit spills over into disloyalty to 

each other, as Adam throws Eve under the bus for giving him the fruit  (Genesis 2:25 
vs. Genesis 4:1)

• We humans are made for relationship but sin’s effect is to drive us apart. Our 
relationships come with effort and are imperfect and flawed. 

• We subsist with ongoing division and conditional love and trust

4. Alienation from Nature
• The curse - we will work hard to eat and the ground will thwart and overcome us. 

I will bet that you don’t have to think very long to see how each of these alienations are 
playing out in your own life. 

*Remember the root of brokenness - with our own selves, with one another, and with 
nature - the root of our problem is our broken relationship with God. All of our problems 
are ultimately symptoms, and our separation from God is the cause.  

Transition:  Now if we were to continue walking through the Bible page by page, we 
would see that things just get worse. We don’t have time right now to look at all the gory 
details but they are there. And then suddenly when you arrive at Genesis 12 you discover 
the great hinge that the entire Bible turns on.  

END WEEK 1 

3. Restoration Initiated: The King Chooses Israel
In Genesis 12:1-3 God makes 3 promises to Abraham

1. Land
2. Seed
3. Blessing

And we need to notice that these three blessings are a reversal of the curse: 
1. The Earth
2. Human Reproduction
3. Human Labor
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What we are seeing is that through Abraham God will:
• undo the fateful sin in the garden

God has never let go, he continues to embrace his creation

This is the hinge around which the entire massive story of the Bible turns: God, who 
created the world, singled out a childless nomad, Abraham, and called him to start a 
family which becomes the people of Israel; and through this family, God is promising 
that the world would be rescued from the mess it had become and would be put back on 
track.

Now, if we keep reading this like a really good novel, we see trouble. The people who were 
supposed to be carrying forward this divine rescue operation needed rescuing 
themselves.

In page after page of the OT, we hear God promising that he will do a new thing, he will 
rescue the rescuers, and get the whole plan back on track. 

The way he promised to accomplish this rescue operation is through a coming king who 
would be anointed with God’s own powerful Spirit in the way that the monarchs of Israel 
were anointed with oil. 

This king would rescue Israel and with Israel all who would follow the King.

With that story playing out in the OT, Jesus arrives on the scene.  Turn with me to the 
first page of the NT - Matthew 1:1

4. Restoration Accomplished: The Coming Of The King
Matthew begins telling the life of Jesus with an overt quotation from the Book of Genesis. 
In fact, all four gospel writers tell the story of Jesus by constantly drawing the readers 
back to the OT. 

Why do they do this?

Because Jesus is where God’s plan to rescue the world through the call of Israel and God’s 
plan to rescue Israel itself to fulfill that original purpose have finally been accomplished.

For us to understand this we have to see Jesus in the context of the story he is a part of: the 
story of the OT with it’s great hinge in Abraham and it’s source in creation. 
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Let’s look at Mark 4:35-5:20. Remember our 4-fold alienation (God, each other, 
ourselves, creation). What does the fourfold alienation look like in these stories?

1. Alienation from Nature - in the storm: humanity dethroned; the creation is a 
threat and danger; humans no longer rule over it. 

2. Alienation from Ourselves - The Geresene Demoniac: alienated from 
himself. He is abusing himself, and when Jesus asks what his name is, he 
replies “Legion”: he has lost all sense of self-identity and instead identifies 
completely with the demons who have possessed him. 

3. Alienation from One Another - The Geresene Demoniac: living outside the 
city, among the dead. Social dislocation of bleeding women, etc...

4. Alienation from God - The Gerasene Demoniac thinks Jesus is going to 
destroy him. 

How does Jesus transform these situations?
1. Reconciled to Nature - Jesus calms the storm by his word - a man is exercising 

control once more over creation, bringing shalom. 
2. Reconciled to God, Self and Others - Jesus casts out the demons and sets the 

man free. the man is now clothed, at Jesus’ feet (to God) and in his right mind 
(to himself). He returns to the city (to his community or others)

What we are seeing here is that Jesus is overcoming all the powers of the world.
• With Jesus, God is establishing his kingdom, his rule of justice and peace. He is 

restoring shalom. He is bringing this world back into step with the purpose for 
which it was made. 

We need to notice that this was not an easy task. 
• In Jesus’ life there weren’t just miracles, there was also a tremendous amount of 

conflict.   
• It started even when he was in the womb of Mary. 
• This conflict swirling around Jesus included tense encounters with the religious and 

political leaders and with various crowds of regular folks and with demons. 
• And all four of the gospels indicate that in the final analysis, what’s really going on 

is a battle between Jesus the King who has returned to reclaim his kingdom and 
satan, the accuser, bent on destroying God’s work, God’s Kingdom, God’s world. 

ON the cross, that power was defeated.  All satan can do now is shout and scream and flail 
about in a death throe. A trapped, cornered, wounded, dying wild animal can be terribly 
destructive. 

Transition:
It’s helpful to remember that the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus, this is the climax 
of the Biblical story. It’s not the end, it’s the climax. The death and the resurrection of 
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Jesus are the launching of God’s new world. So Jesus’ victory over evil and sin and death 
on the cross, this is the launching not the consummation, the launching of God’s new 
world. The resurrection that Jesus experienced, one day it will happen, completely and 
utterly, to all creation.

So the gospel, good news, is not only about something that has happened, it’s about 
something that will happen, in the future. 

5. Restoration Completed: The Return Of The King

Peter in Acts 3:19-21
Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 20 that times of 
refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ 
appointed for you, Jesus, 21 whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the 
things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago.
 
This point is made over and over in the Bible, but as usual, it is Paul who puts it most 
sharply.

Colossians 1:19
For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.

Notice
• In Christ, salvation is comprehensive. In Christ the scope of God’s salvation is as 

great as the scope of God’s creation! This means that the redemptive work of 
Christ is targeted at every aspect of human living. 

• Second, in Christ, salvation is restorative. In Christ God defeats sin and death so 
that his creation purposed can be fulfilled. Jesus came to redeem humanity and this 
included leading the creation to it’s intended fulfillment. 

And what does this actually look like?  
Well, it looks like the re-webbing together of God, humans and all creation in justice, 
fulfillment, thankfulness and joy. A life of flourishing where our relationships with God, 
with each other, and with the non-human creation are luxuriant and thriving.  

Let’s look at the last scene in the Bible, the Book of Revelation Ch 21 & 22

Revelation 21:1-5 (READ)
• Here we see vision of all creation completely restored to it’s original goodness. On 

day, God, God made known in Jesus, will come back.  And when he does, he will 
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complete his work of transforming the whole world - filing it with justice, his joy, 
and his love. 

• We cannot stress to strongly or too often the whole message of the NT

Revelation 22:1-5
• Here we see a day when God will absolutely and completely undo all of Satan’s 

mischief. Everything brought back to original goodness and then some.  

Ok, let’s summarize all of this. Because now, we have the full sweep of the Bible before us, 
we are ready to put it succinctly. 

“The good news is that the living God is indeed establishing his kingdom on earth 
as in heaven, through the finished work of Jesus, and is inviting people of all sorts 
to share not only in the benefits of his kingdom but also in the work.”

Conclusion
Now, a very important question is this: “where do you stand in relation to this reality?”

The good news is not only good news about the past and the future, it’s also good news for 
the present.  

When we believe and rest in the work that Jesus did; when you believe and rest in Jesus 
and his work to make all things new, when you grasp the good news, when you are 
grasped by it, your deepest problem is solved: the problem of your relationship with your 
Maker.

What does it mean to be a Christian?

It means that you are the recipient and possessor of the benefits of Christ: You Are
• chosen
• washed
• forgiven
• justified
• set apart
• redeemed
• claimed
• adopted
• loved
• made new
• made alive
• fed
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• served
• you have the hope of resurrection
• you are an heir of eternal life
• you are filled with the Spirit

Now, these are benefits of the Christian life but what is the purpose?
• To do what humans were made to do. 
• We bar God’s image so that we can do good work as his royal stewards
• To join God in the loving stewardship of his world 
• Entering into this world more fully to draw out of it’s amazing potential to the 

praise of God and the joy of our souls. 

Christ does not save us to take us out of creation, he saves us so that we will enter more 
fully and more harmoniously into creation. We have to remember that salvation is not 
only a rescue operation but also a restoration project.  

All of our remaining studies will be based on last week and this weeks study. This 
understanding of the world, it’s problem, and it’s solution. On this fact that the story of 
the Bible is the story of God dealing with evil, it’s the story of what God is doing. 

END WEEK 2
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