
Life Together
(Community)

Introduction
When it comes to church, things can go really good and they can go really bad.  We’re 
coming from a lot of different places, with different ideas, and different expectations and 
baggage. In this study we are going to see some of what God teaches us through the Bible 
about the nature of the Church.  

Let’s begin in 1 Corinthians 1:1-2

Three quick things.

First, this is a letter to a group of people, you don’t write letters to buildings. In other 
words, the church is not a building. It’s people. We are the church.

Second, the church is not an individual. This is not a letter to an individual. We have 
some of those in the Bible. (Philemon, Titus, 1 & 2 Timothy) You are not the church. We 
are the church. By yourself, you’re a Christian, together we are something different than 
a group of Christians in a room - we’re a church. One time, Peter, who was one of the 12 
disciples of Jesus, he finally understood that Jesus was the Messiah. So Jesus looked at 
him and said, “On this understanding and belief, the understanding and belief that I am 
the Messiah, I will build my church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”  You 
see, it is church that the gates of hell will not prevail against.  

To see the third issue you need to know that this part of the Bible, Christians call it the 
New Testament. It was originally written some 2000 years ago in Greek, the Greek 
language. So we’re reading it in a translation, an English translation of the original Greek. 

See that word near the beginning of V2, the word “church.”  Well, in it’s original language, 
Greek, that word is ekklēsia. It’s a noun that means “to call, to gather, to assemble”.

Quick Bible history lesson The first 2/3 of the Bible, the OT - it was originally written in 
Hebrew, but the Jews during the time of the NT, they read the OT in a Greek translation. 
And the Greek word ekklēsia was a word used throughout their translation of the OT.  
For example,  Deuteronomy 4:10 where God tells Moses, the LORD said to me, ‘Gather 
the people to me, that I may let them hear my words, so that they may learn to fear me all 
the days that they live on the earth, and that they may teach their children so.’ “Gather” 
that’s the word in the verb form. In the noun form ekklēsia, the assembly of people that 
have been gathered. 
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Alright, back to 1 Corinthians. When Paul wrote this letter in Greek, he used this word 
ekklēsia in the noun and verb form 4x in the first 2 verses.  So Paul is stressing 
something to the Christians in Corinth. He is emphasizing something about the nature 
that we need to hear today.

When it comes to the church, there is a basic assumption in our society that the church is 
a voluntary association which exists for the spiritual enrichment of the individuals that 
make it up. But this is not the way the Bible conceives of a church.  In the Bible, now this 
is our third point, a church is not a voluntary organization. 

So if you are trying to get a sense of your place at Florida Baptist Church, if you are trying 
to decide if you will join our church or not. Take this into consideration. You can look 
at it on the human level and see a network of relationships that brought you here, or 
particular circumstances or issues things that may have attracted you to this church. But 
- those relationships, circumstance, issues, the attraction - if God is calling you to our 
church, then those relationships that brought you here, those circumstances that resulted 
in you visiting our church, that’s just the way that God worked to call you to Florida BC.  

We are an ekklēsia, an assembly of people gathered by the Spirit of God. We are not a 
group of people who gather together for God; we are a group of saints and sinners whom 
God has gathered together. If you are going to be a member you need to see yourself as 
called my God himself to this church. 

So if yu are trying to get a sense of your place at Florida, if you are discerning whether you 
fit here or not, pray. As God, are you calling me?  Are you calling my family? Are you 
gathering me into this church?  And if this is the case, respond to his call in an 
appropriate way.  

Transition: Okay, to lay the ground work for this study, we’ve seen that the church is not 
an individual or a building or a voluntary organization; it’s a group of people, a group of 
saints and sinners called by God to one another in order to be his church in their 
particular place. For the remainder of our study, we’re going to drill down into this issue 
of how we relate to one another - we’re going to focus on three aspects of Christian 
community. To get started, let’s turn to the longest of Jesus’ prayers recorded in the Bible. 
It’s sometimes called the High Priestly Prayer. It’s the whole of John 17. Let’s focus in on 
V22.  

1. The Nature of Christian Community
V 22 - “The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even 
as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, ...”
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4x in this prayer, Jesus describes Christian community in terms of this astounding 
oneness that He has with the Father. 

In Scripture we get this image of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit constantly 
orbiting one another in love. Each centering on the glory of the other. None demands that 
the others revolve around him.  Each voluntarily circles the other two, pouring out love, 
and delight and adoration.  This inter-dependence this oneness Jesus is praying for us, 
that’s Christian community. 

It’s so different that what we are accustomed to  For instance, many of us have learned to 
walk into a room and immediately size everyone up. Notice the people that are like us. 
Birds of a feather, flock together. Relationships are built on shared interest, chemistry, 
affinity, having stuff in common. We have developed the habit of choosing whom we 
want to be close to and whom we want to hold at a distance. 

But this prayer, there is an entirely different view in relationships. 

V 20 - “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their 
word, 21 that they may ALL be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they 
also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that 
you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23 I in 
them AND you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know 
that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me...”

Q. In these verses, what is the basis of our oneness, our unity?
A. The basis of our unity is that we are both in Christ and Christ is in us. The source, the 

secret of Christian community is Truth and the common experience of Christ. It’s not 
educational background, or class or political views or hobbies or favorite college teams. 

Typically, the deep relationships in our lives, outside of our family, they are with people 
we have chosen.  But this is not the case with the church. A person is not received into the 
membership of the church because he is a certain type or because he has arrived at a 
certain place in life, but because he can say Christ is Lord. We do not do the calling. Christ 
does the calling, and this is very threatening if we belong to his Church, because the 
people he calls are the people with whom we are to have intimate belonging. This gives us 
a strange assortment of people to be with. They are often not our idea of the ones we want 
to have deep intimacy with. 

And once again, the source of this intimacy is our Truth and our common experience of 
Christ. Remember 1 Corinthians 10:6-7. We read it in our study of worship. 
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“The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The 
bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? 17 Because there is one 
bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.”

This is very close to what Jesus prays in John 17:20-23.  In Jesus’ prayer, we see that the 
basis of our unity is that we are in Christ and Christ in us. And over in 1 Corinthians 
10:6-7 we are told that the way this unity is created is through the Lord’s Supper. When 
you have rightly received The Lord’s Supper, you no longer live a solitary life. Whoever 
has drunk from the cup of the Lord can no longer live for herself or himself. As a member 
of the body, as a branch of the vine, as a living stone of the temple, you do not exist except 
for God and in community with brothers and sisters. The moment of the greatest 
intimacy with the Lord - since one becomes the body - is also that of the greatest 
solidarity with others. 

Think about what it means that Christian community is not about compatibility. 
Similarities in education, or personality or hobbies are not the basis for real Christian 
community. 

Two concrete implications:
1. One way we do this is through our missional communities being geographically 

based, not affinity based.
2. When the Spirit of God is drawing you into increased levels of accountability, to 

serve more deeply...be encouraged:  God is answering Jesus’ prayer in your life. 

Now, as we reach out to one another and love one another and embrace this deep unity 
that Christ is giving...some pretty incredible things will happen. 

2. The Power of Christian Community
Look what Jesus prays in V 21 - “that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, 
and I in you, that they also may be in us, SO THAT the world may believe that you have 
sent me.  And in V 23 - “I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, SO 
THAT the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me.”

There are parts of Christianity that plenty of people who are NOT Christians admire. 
Such as loving neighbors as yourself. Being responsible to work hard, and contribute to 
society. 

Q. What are some other parts of Christianity that even people who are not Christian 
admire?

A.  Stewarding the environment...This is easy stuff for a lot of people who aren’t 
Christians. Not easy to do, but easy to admire and at least proclaim your belief in. 
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But look at John 17 V3 - “And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”

Now this isn’t easy. This idea that Jesus alone is the true God. That the true God took on 
flesh and walked around the dusty paths of Palestine 2000 years ago. That the God 
identified in Christianity is the one, true, worldwide, God.  There is no other. Now we’re 
getting into the hard to believe category. 

And on top of that, Jesus forces your hand. He demands that you serve him, him alone; 
that you give him total control of your life. Those kind of demands, that’s a hard pill to 
swallow. 

And yet, Jesus tells us here that the love he can create in a church, is of such a nature, that 
it can knock flat all of the resistance to Christianity that your co-worker has, or our 
spouse has, or your children have. All of us know people who balk at the exclusive, 
audacious, weird, hard to believe threatening claims of Christ.  Go back to V 21, 23...But 
the deep oneness and unity that God offers us in response to the prayer of Jesus, by the 
Holy Spirit, it is so powerful, that it can overcome the enormous hurdles that are blocking 
people you know from Christ.  Jesus is telling us that he can make us have a kind of 
oneness that ASTOUNDS the world INTO believing.

There is a sense here, in Jesus’s prayer, that our contribution to the spread of God’s 
kingdom can only be as great as our unity. Our ability to spread God’s Kingdom is directly 
related to the depth and the visibility of our oneness.    

• One of the secret powers of evangelism, of mission... it’s not individuals or 
organizations or no organization at all. Not programs. 

• It’s a diverse community of individuals who are orbiting around one another in love. 
• Each of us centering on the needs and the glory of the other. None of us demanding 

that the others revolve around me. 
• Each of us voluntarily circling the others, pouring our love and delight and 

adoration. 

You see, one of the ways that Jesus is renewing all things is that when you come into a 
relationship with him, it’s the end of your love affair with autonomy, with self. Ours is a 
society of exacerbated individualism. Hyper-individualism is a central value of Western 
culture. Hyper-Individualism is the air we breath. 

• From Captain Ahab in Moby Dick to The Lone Ranger
• From Henry David Thoreau’s two years, two months and two days living in a cabin 

he built on Walden to Alexander Super Tramp hiking Into The Wild
• Our society is built on individualism. 
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Make no mistake, being a Christian community is a bold assault on Hyper-individualism 
in our society.

Growing up in Christ insists above all on relationships - relationships of trust and 
adoration with God, relationships of righteousness and love with on another. 

To spread the gospel, we the church, Florida Baptist Church, must continue to let God’s 
Spirit draw us toward one another. And to do that, we must invest in one another. We 
must look at our schedules and make time for community-life as much as we make time 
for talking about God’s kingdom and demonstrating God’s kingdom through mercy and 
justice. This is one of the reasons that we place such high value on Missional 
Communities, meeting in homes, eating and praying together. This is very important. 

Transition: So we’ve talked about the nature of our unity, and the power of our unity.  
Finally, I want us to see that in Jesus’ prayer, the unity and oneness of the church, it’s 
NOT our goal - it’s our gift.  And the difference is important. 

3. The Threat To Christian Community
What I mean by this is that Jesus fervently prayed for our oneness and the Father 
answered his prayer. The father has given us the unity that Jesus asked for. And you’ve 
experienced this. When you meet Christians from other parts of the state or country or 
world. In those moments, when you experience the joy of meeting another Christian you 
are experiencing the answer to Jesus’ prayer. Deep Christian unity is not an ideal that we 
must realize; it is rather a reality created by God in Christ in which we get to participate. 
It is a gift already given to us, not a goal we are trying to attain. It’s a gift, so our job is to 
guard and protect it.  

So the third point about Christian community is the threat to Christian community. 

In Scripture, in the life of Peter, one of Jesus’ 12 disciples, we have the best picture that I 
know of for seeing how the journey into Christianity is a journey into Christian 
community. 

When we read the gospel accounts of Peter he went through four deep crises as he 
followed Jesus. 

First, Ill just identify four moments of crisis in the life of Peter. Im just going to name 
them. But then, Ill talk about how Peter’s experience is so relevant for the way we 
embrace the gift of Christian unity in our church. 

1. First, when Jesus called Peter to be a disciple, too actually , literally follow Jesus 
around Palestine, Peter had to leave his family and his trade. That’s the first crisis 
of his life with Jesus.  
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2. Second, there was the crisis when he discovered that Jesus was not who he thought 
and wanted him to be. He preferred a Jesus who was prophetic and messianic and 
did not insist on washing disciples feet, and did not speak about suffering and 
dying.

3. The third crisis was when Jesus became weak and died. 
4. Then the fourth crisis, the most difficult, was when Peter denied Jesus, and in that 

moment he lost all the illusions about himself. 

These are the four crisis that Peter went through in following Jesus.  And if God calls you 
into our church, these are the four crisis that you are likely going to face. Here’re the 
foxes, the threats to Christian community, the threats you will face as God leads you on 
the outward journey, the journey into our church. 

(1) The first , it comes when you are initially drawn into the church. Often times the 
idea of community is tied to a fear of losing what little control we seem to have 
over our lives.  

(2) The second crisis occurs the moment you discover that we are not the church you 
thought we were.  Joining a church is like getting married. It is inevitable that you 
will discover a whole host of illusions that you are projecting on the church.  When 
this happens, the sermons will get boring, the worship services will lose there 
lustre, the friendships will feel shallow, the experience of community that you 
long for and joined us for, at some point will be missing.  Those who love their 
dream of Christian community more than the Christian community itself 
become destroyers of that Christian community even though their intentions may 
be outstanding.  God is not fastidious in the company he keeps, there are sinners 
aplenty in our church. Our church is composed of men and women who are on the 
journey of being conformed to the image of Christ.  

(3) The third crisis is when you feel misunderstood and even rejected by the church. 
Maybe you won’t be asked to fill the position of leadership that you had hoped for, 
or a friendship you longed for will not develop. The fact is, you will suffer as 
much from the Church as you do for the Church. I am certain you are aware of 
this intellectually but it’s an entirely different matter when it cuts deeply into you. 
You will be tempted to take yourself out of Florida for something that sounds 
better, sounds more spiritual.

(4) The fourth crisis is the hardest, It’s when you fail and covered in shame. You are 
disappointed in yourself and you’re humiliated over your anger or aggression or 
jealousy or envy or your affair or your self-centeredness or abuse of alcohol  or 
pornography or shopping  or debt or foreclosure or some addiction.  The reality is 
when the church is truly the church, when we begin to live life together, to 
experience true community - the kind of community that God designed us for - as 
this is happening, we will not be able to hide our problems. You cannot live in true 
biblical community and hide your problems.
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For true Christian community, we must learn how to pass through these four great crisis. 

Here is the incredible thing, each crisis is actually a gift. It was for Peter, it has been for 
me , it will be for me. And if God calls you to Florida Baptist Church, these four crisis will 
be God’s  gift to you because the greatest gifts from God come in the wounds.  No real 
growth can take place without suffering. 

All four of these crisis:
• surrendering your autonomy
• giving up your idealized view of the church
• denying your pride
• letting the truth about your brokenness be uncovered 

All four of these crisis are really about losing an illusion, welcoming reality, growing in 
community, becoming more fully human.

Listen to Hebrews 7:25
“Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through 
him, SINCE he always lives to make intercession for them.”

God can save us from our fierce individualism and desire for autonomy. This deep 
oneness that we were made for; we can have it, BECAUSE Christ continues to faithfully 
pray for us. Let’s do our part to guard and protect this oneness. 
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