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Open your group with a prayer. 
 
Memory Verse: “Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. 

Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others.” – Colossians 3:13 (NLT) 
 
 
 

Quick Facts about 1 Timothy: 

• Timothy was a young man who was probably converted during Paul’s first missionary 
journey 

• When Paul returned to the area a year or two later, Timothy was recommended to him 
as a faithful disciple of Christ who would make a good traveling companion 

• Timothy is always associated with Paul in a mentor, apprentice relationship 

• Paul addresses the false teachers who were characterized as proud, arrogant, contentious 
and greedy.  These teachers were more involved in speculating about obscure matters 
rather than exposition about Christ and the Christian lifestyle of love. 

 
 

Quick Facts about 2 Timothy: 

• Although similar to 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy is far more personal in tone.  Paul wishes to pass 
on the commitment of a life lived for the cause of Christ to a younger man who will carry 
the torch further 

• Paul writes this letter waiting for his full trial but he did not expect to be released. 

• Whether he ever saw Timothy again is unknown 

• According to tradition, Paul was beheaded shortly after this letter was written 

 
 
 

THIS IS ONLY A GUIDE. SELECT THE POINTS YOU WANT TO DISCUSS. 
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THE CHALLENGE OF RADICAL FORGIVENESS 

“Then Peter came to him and asked, ‘Lord, how often should I forgive someone who sins against me? 
Seven times?’ ‘No, not seven times,’ Jesus replied, ‘but seventy times seven!’” – Matthew 18:21-22 (NLT) 

FORGIVING OTHERS IS NOT …  

❑ JUSTIFYING their actions. ❑ WAITING on the passage of time. 

❑ DENYING that you’re hurt. ❑ CONFRONTING them personally. 

❑ TRUSTING them again automatically.  

FIVE NEW TESTAMENT STEPS TO FORGIVE OTHERS 

➢ REMEMBER HOW MUCH I HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN. 

Colossians 2:13-14 (Ph) “He has forgiven all your sins; He has utterly wiped out the evidence of 
broken commandments which always hung over our heads, and has completely annulled it by 
nailing it to the cross.”  

1 John 1:9 (NLT) “But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us and to 
cleanse us from every wrong.”  

➢ REFLECT ON WHO I NEED TO FORGIVE. 

Matthew 5:25-26 (CSB) “Reach a settlement quickly with your adversary while you’re on the way with him 
to the court, or your adversary will hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the officer, and you will 
be thrown into prison. Truly I tell you, you will never get out of there until you have paid the last penny.”  

Psalm 139:23-24 (NLT) “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. 
Point out anything in me that offends you, and lead me along the path of everlasting life.”  

➢ RELEASE THE OTHER PERSON. 

Matthew 18:32-35 (NLT) “Then the king called in the man he had forgiven and said, ‘You evil servant! I 
forgave you that tremendous debt because you pleaded with me. Shouldn’t you have mercy on your fellow 
servant, just as I had mercy on you?’ Then the angry king sent the man to prison to be tortured until he 
had paid his entire debt. ‘That’s what my heavenly Father will do to you if you refuse to forgive your 
brothers and sisters from your heart.’”  

Releasing someone means to … 

❑ Forgive INSTANTLY ❑ Forgive COMPLETELY 

❑ Forgive FREELY ❑ Forgive REPEATEDLY 

➢ RE-ESTABLISH THE RELATIONSHIP.     (as much as possible) 

Romans 12:18 (NLT) “Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone.” 

➢ RECOGNIZE GOD’S PURPOSE IN THE PROCESS. 

Romans 12:19 (TLB) “Dear friends, never avenge yourselves. Leave that to God, for he has said 
that he will repay those who deserve it. [Don’t take the law into your own hands.]”  

2 Corinthians 3:17b (NLT) “Wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.”  
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THIS IS ONLY A GUIDE. SELECT THE QUESTIONS YOU WANT TO DISCUSS. 

 
 

The Cost of Being a Disciple (Luke 14) 

1. When has a family relationship or close friendship been a hindrance to your whole-
hearted devotion to Christ? 

2. What price have you had to pay to follow Christ?  How hard or easy has that been? 
3. What are some things you are currently doing that keep you from losing your saltiness? 

Made Alive in Christ (Ephesians 2) 

1. What does it mean to you that your salvation moved you from being dead to being alive? 
How is this different than being moved from bad to good? 

2. We have been seated with Jesus in the heavenly realms. What are the implications of this 
verse in your life and how have you applied them to your life this week? 

3. What good work do you feel God may have in mind for you? 

Imitating Christ’s Humility (Philippians 2) 

1. What does it mean to consider someone “better than yourself” (v. 3)?  How does 
humility differ from being a doormat?   

2. How do you balance meeting the needs of others with meeting your own needs? 
3. Jesus “making himself nothing” is one of the more theological passages in the Bible. What 

does it say about God that He would include a theological truth in the context of a 
command for us concerning our attitudes? How do you balance studying theology with 
practical obedience in simple areas of life? 

Jesus’ Triumph Over Sin (Colossians 2) 

1. What does it mean that Jesus canceled the written code with His death on the cross? 
2. If Jesus disarmed the powers and authorities by making a public spectacle of them then 

why do we struggle with overcoming spiritual warfare? 
3. How can these verses help you fight the spirits/thoughts of accusation and/or guilt in your 

life?  
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USE THE FOLLOWING DISCUSSION QUESTIONS TO GUIDE YOUR SCRIPTURE 

READINGS THIS WEEK. YOU DO NOT NEED TO WRITE OUT THE ANSWERS TO THESE 

QUESTIONS. WE WILL USE SOME OF THESE QUESTIONS TO GUIDE OUR GROWTH 

GROUP DISCUSSION NEXT WEEK. ALSO, READ AND COMPLETE THE DAILY 

DEVOTIONS.  

The Prodigal Son (Luke 15) 

1. Of the two brothers, which reminds you of your own story? 
2. Why do you think the Father did not take time to get an explanation from his son? 
3. Have there been seasons of your life where you were in the pig pen?  If so, how did you 

feel God received you when you returned? 

The Lord’s Grace to Paul (1 Timothy 1:12-20) 

1. What was your life like before you knew Christ? 
2. According to verse 15, why did Jesus come into the world?  How does this make you feel? 
3. How do you feel about talking about your past life when you share your faith? 
4. Why is someone like a Paul such a good witness to unbelievers? 
5. How can you incorporate Paul’s story into your habit of witnessing? 

Leadership in the Church and for Each Believer (1 Timothy 3) 

1. Although applied specifically to leaders here, why are these qualities important for all 
Christians? 

2. Of these qualities, what are two or three you have made progress with in this past year? 
3. In which area do you want to grow now?  How can this group help you? 

Love of Money (1 Timothy 6) 

1. What is the “great gain” in “godliness with contentment” (v. 6)? 
2. Why do you think we struggle with our finances? 
3. Is there a difference between enjoying money and being a lover of money? 

A Workman Approved by God (2 Timothy 2:14-26) 

1. According to verses 15-16 and 22-24, what should you pursue and what should you flee? 
2. How do you know if you are “quarreling about words” or standing up against false 

teachings?  Which do most Christians spend more time doing? 
3. What action steps can you take to produce the following in your life this week?  

Righteousness?  Faith?  Love?  Peace?   

Week #6: Week of October 19 

❑ Day #36 – Monday, October 19 – Read Luke 15, 1 Thessalonians 1-3 
❑ Day #37 – Tuesday, October 20 – Read Luke 16, 1 Thessalonians 4-5 
❑ Day #38 – Wednesday, October 21 – Read Luke 17, 2 Thessalonians 1-3 
❑ Day #39 – Thursday, October 22 – Read Luke 18, 1 Timothy 1-3 
❑ Day #40 – Friday, October 23 – Read Luke 19, 1 Timothy 4-6 
❑ Day #41 – Saturday, October 24 – Read Luke 20, 2 Timothy 1-2 
❑ Day #42 – Sunday, October 25 – Read Luke 21, 2 Timothy 3-4 
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ICAN: The New Testament (63 sessions/days) 

The ICAN New Testament packet was written by Randolph Romero, Jr. It is incorporated into this 
study packet for the Fall Campaign series “The Radical Challenge of the New Testament.” It will 
assist you in offering you the specific opportunity to read through the New Testament in as little 
as nine weeks. Successfully completing this packet may involve adjustments and some sacrifice. 
Engaging with the New Testament, however, will be extremely valuable. Be excited about the 
opportunity to take the next sixty-three sessions/days to seriously engage with God’s Word.  
 

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 

good work.” – 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV) 

 
The ICAN: The New Testament packet also has a daily devotion for you to read that somehow 
ties into that day’s Scripture reading. The Scriptures used in the devotional are from the 1984 
edition of the New International Version. May the intensity of the challenge ahead be utilized by 
God as He continues to mold you into His likeness.  
 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Starting in Matthew and Acts, you will be 

reading from two different New Testament books for the first fifty-four sessions of this packet. 

The final nine sessions are arranged so as to ensure that you complete all the books from the 

New Testament.   
 

Connecting with God (Prayer): A written prayer influenced by that day’s Scripture 

and/or devotional reading appears for each session. Nevertheless, you are encouraged to follow 

the Spirit’s prompting, including letting your understanding of that day’s reading guide the 

direction your prayer will take. 
 

Acting on my faith (Practical Application): A standard question prompting you to 

explore how you will apply that day’s Scripture will appear for each day’s reading. Each 

session will also have two suggested action steps to make sure your relationship with God is 

active and practical, or prompting you to do further study/research on your own.   
 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal): The first journal question 

will be the same each day. This question deals with what God has revealed to you through that 

day’s Scripture reading and that day’s devotional. A second journal question tying into the 

day’s Scripture and/or devotional reading also appears for each session. Remember to continue 

to use your journal as a place to reflect on how you see God at work in and around your life 

and to express specific reasons you are thankful to God.  
 
There will be plenty for God’s Spirit to reveal to you as you engage with both familiar and 

unfamiliar passages from God’s Word. Be open to what God will teach you as you discipline 

yourself to read the New Testament. 
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DAY #36 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 
In the first two verses of Luke 15, the Pharisees are disappointed by Jesus keeping company with 
sinners. Jesus responds by telling three parables about a lost sheep, a lost coin, and a lost son. 
The final verse of each of these three parables provides an indication of the heavenly rejoicing 
that occurs when a sinner repents.  

The Parable of the Lost Sheep: 

“I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing 
in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 

righteous persons who do not need to repent.”  
 – Luke 15:7 (NIV) 

In verse 7 of Luke 15 Jesus seems to utilize irony that likely would not escape the attention of the 
Pharisees and teachers of the law. The self-righteous, in thinking they do not need to repent, will 
not repent. However, there is indeed rejoicing when one sinner repents.  

The Parable of the Lost Coin: 

“In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner who repents.”  

 – Luke 15:10 (NIV) 

In another sense, however, Jesus can be seen as operating to help change the perspective of the 
religious leaders. A certain change is needed in the hearts of the religious leaders so they too can 
rejoice when a sinner repents.  

The older brother in the Parable of the Lost Son becomes angry when a celebration is quickly 
initiated upon the younger son’s arrival back home after engaging in wild, sinful living. The father 
reminds the older son about the love he has for him, but also that celebration is in order for the 
younger son who was now alive again.  

The Parable of the Lost Son: 

“‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have 
is yours. But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours 

was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’”  
 – Luke 15:31-32 (NIV) 

Do you find yourself celebrating and rejoicing when people, even notorious sinners or enemies 
of yours, receive the gift of salvation? 

In what ways might you need to avoid self-righteousness in the way you respond to how God 
shows mercy to people of all walks and backgrounds? 

 
 
  



THE RADICAL CHALLENGE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 
 

F-7 
 

 
DAY 36: LUKE/1 THESSALONIANS 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Luke 15, 1 Thessalonians 1-3.  

Connecting with God (Prayer): “God. May you indeed increase my love quotient. May I indeed 

have love that overflows to all I encounter. Furthermore, I implore You to strengthen my heart 
so I can live a godly life of holiness and blamelessness before You in Christ. Allow me both to 
imitate good models and be a good model of right living. May I be denoted by robust expressions 
of faith, hope, and love. Also, give me the ability to not be bitter, but to rejoice with You and the 
citizens of heaven when sinners repent and come unto a restored relationship with You.”  

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Explore the Parable of the Lost/Prodigal Son further. Consider beginning with looking to 
sermons and Bible Commentary entries on this parable (Luke 15:11-32).  

❑ Ascertain to what extent the statement in 1 Thessalonians 2:8 applies to your life. 
Consider the manner in which you can more consistently share your life with those God 
calls you to share the gospel with and others in your sphere of influence.  

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings?  

❑ In what ways do you see the Word of God at work in those who believe?  

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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DAY #37 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 

“And we urge you, brothers, warn those who are idle, encourage the timid, 
help the weak, be patient with everyone.”  

 – 1 Thessalonians 5:14 (NIV) 
 
The Greek word that gets translated as “idle” in the New International Version here in 1 
Thessalonians 5:14 describes those whose conduct is out of line or disorderly. Thus certain other 
translations utilize the word “unruly.” In the Thessalonian church, a primary manner in which 
certain believers were out of line was in being idle. Apparently, a misapplication regarding the 
imminence of Christ’s return had led to certain Christians being lazy and otherwise irresponsible.  
 
Part of being in the family of God means we engage in encouraging the timid as well. Those who 
are fainthearted need words of comfort. Is there anyone in your life who may presently feel 
inadequate, fearful, doubtful, worried, or even sad that you might be able to comfort and 
encourage?  
 
At all times there are those in the church who can be described as weak in the faith and those 
that can be described as strong in the faith. While we must always recognize that it is Christ who 
allows us to maintain vibrant faith, those who are strong and mature are to help the weak. How 
might you operate to support someone who is currently lacking spiritual or moral strength?  
 
Patience is a character trait that is to denote the Christian. Part of maturing in Christ is evidenced 
in an increased ability to be patient with everyone. However, patience is also most certainly 
necessary when putting into practice the three other appeals of 1 Thessalonians 5:14.  
 
Pray that God allows you to express loving patience as you obediently warn those who are out of 
line, encourage the fainthearted, and uphold the weak.  
 

“And we earnestly beseech you, brethren, admonish (warn and seriously advise) those 
who are out of line [the loafers, the disorderly, and the unruly]; encourage the timid 

and fainthearted, help and give your support to the weak souls, [and] be very patient 
with everybody [always keeping your temper].”  

 – 1 Thessalonians 5:14 (AMP) 
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DAY 37: LUKE/1 THESSALONIANS 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Luke 16, 1 Thessalonians 4-5.  

Connecting with God (Prayer): “Lord, I want to live so as to please You. Therefore, I ask that You 

help me to live a life pleasing to You. I choose to be alert and self-controlled. I choose to hold on 
to the good and avoid evil. I choose to submit to Your sanctifying work in my life. I choose to be 
trustworthy in handling worldly wealth. Thank You for choosing me and placing Your call on my 
life.”  

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Assess how well you have handled the wealth that has been allowed to be in your 
possession.  

❑ Choose this week to emphasize being obedient in the areas of warning those who are out 
of line, encouraging the fainthearted, and upholding the weak. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ How well are you doing right now at encouraging and building others up? 
 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 



THE RADICAL CHALLENGE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 
 

F-10 
 

 

DAY #38 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 
The prospect and promise of God’s return is a hope that God’s people cherish. This hope is meant 
to continue to encourage us and to mobilize us to action. The fact Jesus can arrive at any time 
should serve as a catalyst for holy living. In Thessalonica, however, it seems that the prospect of 
Christ’s imminent return led to immobilization. Even having been addressed in 1 Thessalonians, 
Paul had need to speak to the issue of idleness again in 2 Thessalonians.  
 
Another prominent view regarding why idleness was an issue in Thessalonica is that the offenders 
possessed a misunderstanding of brotherly love. Although quite capable of working themselves, 
such persons apparently were unwilling to work and expected to be taken care of by others in 
the church. In effect, they were abusing the generosity of the fellowship.  
 

“We hear that some among you are idle. They are not busy; they are busy-bodies.  
Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to  

settle down and earn the bread they eat.”  
 – 2 Thessalonians 3:11-12 (NIV) 

 
To compound the issue, after embracing idleness, they progressed to being busybodies that 
apparently meddled in the affairs of others. Instead of engaging in profitable work that sets a 
great example and does not unnecessarily tax the church’s resources, they were causing trouble, 
perhaps even contributing to division, as meddlers.  
 

“In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers, to 
keep away from every brother who is idle and does not live according 

to the teaching you received from us.”  
 – 2 Thessalonians 3:6 (NIV) 

 
While what is advocated here is not an expulsion from fellowship (as is the case in 1 Corinthians 
5:11-13), it is obviously strong language. Such idle offenders are to be denied close fellowship. 
The purpose of keeping away from such believers, however, seems to include the hope that such 
a withdrawal will promote a repentance that leads them to change their ways (2 Thessalonians 
3:14). 
 
In what ways may you need to be sure to protect against idleness and unprofitable meddling, 
including gossip, showing up in your life? 
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DAY 38: LUKE/2 THESSALONIANS 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Luke 17, 2 Thessalonians 1-3. 

 

Connecting with God (Prayer): “Thank You for loving me and graciously giving me eternal 

encouragement and hope. I pray that You continue to encourage my heart and strengthen me to 
live all out for You. May You yourself give me peace. Faithful God, strengthen me and protect me 
from the evil one.”  

 

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Identify the three major passages and/or themes that stand out to you in 2 Thessalonians. 

❑ Assess how your understanding of eternal life, heaven, and the imminence of Christ’s 
return affects the way you live life. Examine if the hope of heaven and Jesus’ second 
coming inspires righteous living in your life or has been misapplied as an excuse for 
idleness. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ How deliberate are you regarding expressing thanks and gratefulness, whether to God or 
fellow humans, when you have been a recipient of grace, mercy, or favor? 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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DAY #39 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 
Due to lyrics written by Clare Herbert Woolston to a tune written previously by George Frederick 
Root, many indeed seem to know that “Jesus loves the little children, All the children of the 
world.” Perhaps you yourself remember singing the song, “Jesus Loves the Little Children,” about 
how precious the children of the world, regardless of ethnic background, are in Jesus’ sight.  
 
Perhaps Jesus’ disciples would have benefitted from hearing this song written over eighteen 
centuries later. Whether or not Jesus’ disciples were unaware of how important children were to 
him, they most certainly seemed to think Jesus was too busy, or perhaps even too important, for 
children.  
 

“People were also bringing babies to Jesus to have him touch them. When the 
disciples saw this, they rebuked them. But Jesus called the children to him and 

said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom 
of God belongs to such as these. I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive 

the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.’”  
 – Luke 18:15-17 (NIV) 

 
Once again, Jesus takes advantage of a beautiful teaching moment. He makes the solid point that 
little children are important to him. He also continues to hammer home that humility and trust 
are necessary to receive the kingdom of God.  
 
Even if the sin nature can show up in children quite early, essentially any parent can attest to the 
teachability, lack of pride, trust, and dependence a little child expresses. Maturing in the faith is 
a solid theme in the Bible that cannot be ignored as we do not want to be babies in Christ. 
However, another cherished picture of how we interact with God is in terms of being a child of 
God. 
 
In what ways have you been able to continue and progress in expressing a child-like faith of trust 
and dependence on your Father in heaven?  
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DAY 39: LUKE/1 TIMOTHY 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Luke 18, 1 Timothy 1-3. 

Connecting with God (Prayer): “God, allow me to remain humble as I continue to seek You and 

live for You. May I be a faithful servant who persists in prayer and trust Your justice. Whether 
what you require of me seems quite feasible or impossible, may I always be ready to obediently 
sacrifice for the sake of the kingdom. Allow me to express a robust faith. As I seek to love You 
and others, strengthen my conscience and my heart. May I conduct myself appropriately in 
worship and live an above reproach life.”  

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Assess the nature of how you express or fail to express trust in and dependence on Your 
Father in heaven. 

❑ Resolve not to be one who is self-righteous and looks down on others. Instead, attempt 
to remain aware of the mercy God has bestowed upon you and allow that to affect how 
you relate to others.  

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ How are you doing at developing and maintaining a pure heart, good conscience, and 
sincere faith so as to be able to fight the good fight? 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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DAY #40 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 

“But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, endurance and gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. Take 
hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good 

confession in the presence of many witnesses.”  
 – 1 Timothy 6:11-12 (NIV) 

 
The “all this” from which the man of God is to flee is a reference to materialism or greed, but is 
reminiscent of the farther reaching admonition to flee being enslaved to the things of this world. 
The person following after God will instead be involved in an all-consuming, even agonizing, 
pursuit of a life worthy of the calling he/she has received.  
 
1 Timothy contains much instruction from Paul to Timothy, whom Paul refers to as his true son 
in the faith (1 Timothy 1:2), regarding the care and conduct of the church. God’s Spirit, 
nonetheless, has powerful application for any who have received God as Father and are willing 
to fight the good fight of the faith.  
 
Due in part to being emphasized for a season in the youth ministry I was involved with, 1 Timothy 
4:12 is one such powerful passage that has sought application in my own life. As a stand-alone 
verse, it is one I have at times been able to share both with new believers as well as those who 
are younger in actual age.  
 

“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are 
young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in 

life, in love, in faith and in purity.”  
 – 1 Timothy 4:12 (NIV) 

  
Whatever your age or the duration of your walk with Jesus Christ, hear the resounding call to be 
diligent in your continued maturation in the faith. While ultimately it remains true that only God 
saves, your conduct has a strong effect on your experience of salvation and the extent to which 
those listening to and reading your life may be open to God’s gift of salvation. Thus, concurrently 
with seeking to be doctrinally sound, do indeed take heed of the Scriptural admonition to keep 
an eye on your own life, including your inner thoughts and feelings.  
 

“Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you 
do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.”  

 – 1 Timothy 4:16 (NIV) 
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DAY 40: LUKE/1 TIMOTHY 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Luke 19, 1 Timothy 4-6. 

Connecting with God (Prayer): “Lord, help me to fight the good fight of the faith. Do not let 

materialism or the pursuit of wealth squeeze out my faith. May I be one who trains myself to be 
godly. I desire to persevere in the faith. Allow me to be faithful with that which You have 
entrusted to me.”  

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Reread 1 Timothy 5:8 and assess if you need to make any adjustments.  

❑ Set aside a special time in God’s presence in which you meditate on 1 Timothy 4 and Luke 
19:11-27. Allow the Holy Spirit to use these passages from God’s Word to guide your 
prayers before Almighty God. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ How are you doing at pursuing and developing righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
endurance, and gentleness so as to be able to fight the good fight? 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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DAY #41 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 
The presence of sound role models in our lives can be a crucial asset. Continually investing in 
others and allowing others to invest in you is a quite healthy way to operate. The process of 
making disciples is greatly enhanced when we have men and women of faith who walk in accord 
with sound, biblical teaching and teach others to do the same.  
 
Once we have received the gospel message and instruction in the Word, we must keep in step 
with the Spirit who works the Word into our lives. In other words, we must adhere to sound 
biblical teaching.  
 

“What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and  
love in Christ Jesus. Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you – guard  

it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.”  
 – 2 Timothy 1:13-14 (NIV) 

 
Here Paul urges Timothy to guard the good deposit, the gospel message which he was now a 
steward of, entrusted to him.  
 

“And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust 
to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others.”  

 – 2 Timothy 2:2 (NIV) 
 
It may be true that you do not have the gift of teaching. It may be true that you are not called to 
the role of pastor as Timothy was. However, we all have a responsibility to pass on the truths of 
the faith to fellow believers, including upcoming generations.  
 
In what ways do you seek to guard the good deposit that has been entrusted to you? In what 
ways do you need to be sure to operate as a role model in the life of someone you know? 
Prayerfully ask God who He wants you to consistently invest in and share sound, biblical teaching 
with.  
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DAY 41: LUKE/2 TIMOTHY 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Luke 20, 2 Timothy 1-2. 

Connecting with God (Prayer): “Allow me to be one who cleanses myself from the ignoble. I want 

to be useful to You, my Master. I want to give unto You what is Yours. May I be a faithful servant 
offering my life as a living sacrifice unto You. Also, allow me to be one who passes on faith and 
your Word to others. Thank You for who You are and have shown Yourself to be.”  

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Identify persons you will consistently invest in and share sound, biblical teaching with.  

❑ Assess to what extent you have rejected any shame that might be associated with 
testifying about the Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ What insights into Jesus do you derive from reading Luke 20? 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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DAY #42 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 

“In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus 
will be persecuted, while evil men and impostors will go from bad 

to worse, deceiving and being deceived.”  
 – 2 Timothy 3:12-13 (NIV) 

After commenting on the persecution he himself had been carried through (2 Timothy 3:11), Paul 
indicates to Timothy that all who are willing to live a godly life will be persecuted. Paul also 
indicates that there will be those who will allow themselves to be deceived and will be agents 
through which deception come. 

In verses 14-17 of 2 Timothy 3, Paul basically gives Timothy a command to not allow himself to 
be susceptible to the deceit these impostors engage in. The antidote to, or the safeguard against, 
such deception is God’s mighty Word and staying true to the gospel message we have been 
convinced of.  

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be 

thoroughly equipped for every good work.”  
 – 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV) 

As a Pastor, Timothy was to understand and apply the Scriptures to his life, as well as the lives of 
those he invested in. Paul gives the beloved Timothy the following charge in Christ:  

“Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and 
Encourage – with great patience and careful instruction.”  

 – 2 Timothy 4:2 (NIV) 

In verses 3-4 of 2 Timothy, Paul returns to emphasizing the increased influence false teachers will 
have. Instead of embracing truth and sound doctrine, people will flock to teachers who speak 
what their itching ears want to hear. Once again, Paul provides a contrast outlining the approach 
Timothy, one who will faithfully proclaim sound doctrine even in an environment that rejects 
truth, is to take.  

“But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an 
evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.”  

 – 2 Timothy 4:5 (NIV) 

The specifics of the charge given to you may be slightly different than the one Timothy received. 
However, consider how, in spite of any difficulties that may come your way, you must embrace 
and live for truth in these days you find yourself living in.  

How are you allowing God’s Word to equip you to be a vibrant witness for Jesus Christ? 
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DAY 42: LUKE/2 TIMOTHY 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Luke 21, 2 Timothy 3-4. 

Connecting with God (Prayer): “Allow me to keep alert and pray as I continue to study and live 

for You. Equip me for Your work as I continue to study and live by Your Word. I want to be One 
who faithfully acts on my faith. Give me an increased sense of Your presence in my day-to-day 
life.”  

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Identify and reflect on Scriptures that were precious to you early on in your walk with 
Christ and/or crucial in God drawing you to salvation through Jesus Christ.  

❑ Assess how Luke 21 (and any other Scripture you know regarding end time concerns) 
influences your understanding of and response to the age you find yourself living in 
(including world events as they unfold). 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ How are you embracing and living for truth in these days you find yourself living in? 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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DAILY SCRIPTURE READING 
 
 
 
 
PREVIOUS WEEK …  

Week #5: Week of October 12 

❑ Day #29 – Monday, October 12 – Read Luke 8, Galatians 4-6 
❑ Day #30 – Tuesday, October 13 – Read Luke 9, Ephesians 1-3 
❑ Day #31 – Wednesday, October 14 – Read Luke 10, Ephesians 4-6  
❑ Day #32 – Thursday, October 15 – Read Luke 11, Philippians 1-2 
❑ Day #33 – Friday, October 16 – Read Luke 12, Philippians 3-4  
❑ Day #34 – Saturday, October 17 – Read Luke 13, Colossians 1-2 
❑ Day #35 – Sunday, October 18 – Read Luke 14, Colossians 3-4  

 
 
CURRENT WEEK …  

Week #6: Week of October 19 

❑ Day #36 – Monday, October 19 – Read Luke 15, 1 Thessalonians 1-3 
❑ Day #37 – Tuesday, October 20 – Read Luke 16, 1 Thessalonians 4-5 
❑ Day #38 – Wednesday, October 21 – Read Luke 17, 2 Thessalonians 1-3 
❑ Day #39 – Thursday, October 22 – Read Luke 18, 1 Timothy 1-3 
❑ Day #40 – Friday, October 23 – Read Luke 19, 1 Timothy 4-6 
❑ Day #41 – Saturday, October 24 – Read Luke 20, 2 Timothy 1-2 
❑ Day #42 – Sunday, October 25 – Read Luke 21, 2 Timothy 3-4 

 
 
NEXT WEEK …  

Week #7: Week of October 26 

❑ Day #43 – Monday, October 26 – Read Luke 22, Titus 1-3 
❑ Day #44 – Tuesday, October 27 – Read Luke 23, Philemon 1 
❑ Day #45 – Wednesday, October 28 – Read Luke 24, Hebrews 1-2 
❑ Day #46 – Thursday, October 29 – Read John 1-2, Hebrews 3-4 
❑ Day #47 – Friday, October 30 – Read John 3-4, Hebrews 5-7 
❑ Day #48 – Saturday, October 31 – Read John 5-6, Hebrews 8-10 
❑ Day #49 – Sunday, November 1 – Read John 7-8, Hebrews 11-13 

 
 
 


