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Open your group with a prayer. 

Memory Verse: “For even I, the Son of Man, came here not to be served but to serve others, and 
to give my life as a ransom for many.” – Mark 10:45 (NLT) 

Quick Facts about Galatians: 

• Be ready – Paul is very angry in this book.  

• He is writing to the church at Galatia that he helped start.  

• In Paul’s absence, some so called “Super Apostles” have come and are speaking against 
Paul and his teachings.  

• Some of them these “Super Apostles” are telling the Galatians that everyone has to follow 
the Jewish law to be saved.  

• Paul’s response is very confrontational. 

 

Quick Facts about Ephesians: 

• Ephesians was written while Paul was in prison, probably very near to the end of his life.  

• Some believe that Ephesians was a circular letter that was originally written to be passed 
from church to church. 

 

Quick Facts about Philippians: 

• Paul wrote this letter to the church when he was in prison in Rome.  

• Note that the famous passage in Philippians 2:5-11 about having the same attitude of 
Christ was probably an early hymn recited or even sang in the early church.   

 

Quick Facts about Colossians: 

• The town of Colossae was the smallest and least significant town or city to which we have 
a letter from Paul.  

• Colossians is perhaps the most different of all of Paul’s letters.  

• If you put them side-by-side, it would stand out as not fitting in as much.  

• The reason is that in Colossians Paul is writing to counteract a heresy (we don’t know 
exactly what) and Paul speaks in spiritual language he doesn’t use in his other letters.  

• We get to see another side of Paul here. 

 

THIS IS ONLY A GUIDE. SELECT THE POINTS YOU WANT TO DISCUSS. 
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THE CHALLENGE OF RADICAL SERVANTHOOD 

JESUS AS OUR MODEL FOR SERVANTHOOD 
5 “You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. 6 Though he was God, he did not think of equality 
with God as something to cling to. 7 Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position 
of a slave and was born as a human being. When he appeared in human form, 8 he humbled himself in 
obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross. 9 Therefore, God elevated him to the place of 
highest honor and gave him the name above all other names, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.” – Philippians 2:5-11 (NLT) 

FOUR ACTIONS OF A SERVANT  

➢ PUT GOD FIRST IN MY LIFE.  

Luke 16:13 (NLT) “No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you 
will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”  

Luke 22:42 (NLT) {Jesus} “Father, if you are willing, please take this cup of suffering away from 
me. Yet I want your will to be done, not mine.”  

Matthew 6:33 (NLT/TLB) {Jesus} “He will give you all you need from day to day if you give him 
first place in your life and live as he wants you to.”  

➢ PROTECT MY ATTITUDE.  

Philippians 2:5-8 (NLT) “Your attitude should be the same that Christ Jesus had. Though he was 
God, he did not demand and cling to his rights as God. He made himself nothing; he took the 
humble position of a slave and appeared in human form. And in human form he obediently 
humbled himself even further by dying a criminal’s death on a cross.”  

Galatians 5:22-23 (NLT) “But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.”  

➢ PLANT DAILY SEEDS OF LOVE AND KINDNESS.  

2 Corinthians 8:9 (NLT) “You know how full of love and kindness our Lord Jesus Christ was. Though 
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty he could make you rich.”  

2 Corinthians 9:6 (NLT) “Remember this – a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small 
crop. But the one who plants generously will get a generous crop.”  

➢ PURSUE A LIFETIME OF SERVANTHOOD.  

Philippians 2:9-11 (NLT) “Therefore, God elevated him to the place of highest honor and gave him 
the name above all other names, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and 
on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father.”  

Mark 8:35 (NLT) {Jesus} “If you try to keep your life for yourself, you will lose it. But if you give up 
your life for my sake and for the sake of the Good News, you will save it.”  

Matthew 4:19a (NIV) “Come, follow me.”  
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THIS IS ONLY A GUIDE. SELECT THE QUESTIONS YOU WANT TO DISCUSS. 

 
 

The Temptation of Jesus (Luke 4) 

1. What is the significance of Jesus being tempted after He had fasted for 40 days? 

2. How does Satan’s use of Scripture differ from the way Jesus uses it? 

3. How do the three temptations correlate with Satan’s tempting in the Garden (Gen. 3) and 
what John says about sin (1 John 2:16)? 

The God Who Comforts Us (2 Corinthians 1:3-7) 

1. What is the relationship between God’s ability to comfort us & our ability to comfort others? 

2. What does it mean to you that Paul refers to God as the Father of compassion and the God 
of all comfort?  3. How can distress in your life be viewed in light of this passage? 

We are the Temple of God (2 Corinthians 6:14-18) 

1. What is the difference between being yoked to unbelievers & having relationships with them? 

2. What does it mean that you are the dwelling place of God? 

3. How does the teaching of Rom. 12 about being a living sacrifice correlate with this passage? 

No Longer Under the Law (Galatians 3) 

1. What question does Paul ask in verse two and why is this so crucial? 

2. What “additions” to faith might outsiders sense in Christian circles that would serve as 
barriers to their faith? 

3. How is attempting to be right with God through keeping the Law like being in prison? 
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USE THE FOLLOWING DISCUSSION QUESTIONS TO GUIDE YOUR SCRIPTURE 

READINGS THIS WEEK. YOU DO NOT NEED TO WRITE OUT THE ANSWERS TO THESE 

QUESTIONS. WE WILL USE SOME OF THESE QUESTIONS TO GUIDE OUR GROWTH 

GROUP DISCUSSION NEXT WEEK. ALSO, READ AND COMPLETE THE DAILY 

DEVOTIONS.  

The Cost of Being a Disciple (Luke 14) 

1. When has a family relationship or close friendship been a hindrance to your whole-
hearted devotion to Christ? 

2. What price have you had to pay to follow Christ?  How hard or easy has that been? 
3. What are some things you are currently doing that keep you from losing your saltiness? 

Made Alive in Christ (Ephesians 2) 

1. What does it mean to you that your salvation moved you from being dead to being alive? 
How is this different then being moved from bad to good? 

2. We have been seated with Jesus in the heavenly realms. What are the implications of this 
verse in your life and how have you applied them to your life this week? 

3. What good work do you feel God may have in mind for you? 

Imitating Christ’s Humility (Philippians 2) 

1. What does it mean to consider someone “better than yourself” (v. 3)?  How does 
humility differ from being a doormat?   

2. How do you balance meeting the needs of others with meeting your own needs? 
3. Jesus “making himself nothing” is one of the more theological passages in the Bible. What 

does it say about God that He would include a theological truth in the context of a 
command for us concerning our attitudes? How do you balance studying theology with 
practical obedience in simple areas of life? 

Jesus’ Triumph Over Sin (Colossians 2) 

1. What does it mean that Jesus canceled the written code with His death on the cross? 
2. If Jesus disarmed the powers and authorities by making a public spectacle of them then 

why do we struggle with overcoming spiritual warfare? 
3. How can these verses help you fight the spirits/thoughts of accusation and/or guilt in your 

life?  

DAILY SCRIPTURE READING 

Week #5: Week of October 12 

❑ Day #29 – Monday, October 12 – Read Luke 8, Galatians 4-6 
❑ Day #30 – Tuesday, October 13 – Read Luke 9, Ephesians 1-3 
❑ Day #31 – Wednesday, October 14 – Read Luke 10, Ephesians 4-6  
❑ Day #32 – Thursday, October 15 – Read Luke 11, Philippians 1-2 
❑ Day #33 – Friday, October 16 – Read Luke 12, Philippians 3-4  
❑ Day #34 – Saturday, October 17 – Read Luke 13, Colossians 1-2 
❑ Day #35 – Sunday, October 18 – Read Luke 14, Colossians 3-4  
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ICAN: The New Testament (63 sessions/days) 

The ICAN New Testament packet was written by Randolph Romero, Jr. It is incorporated into this 
study packet for the Fall Campaign series “The Radical Challenge of the New Testament.” It will 
assist you in offering you the specific opportunity to read through the New Testament in as little 
as nine weeks. Successfully completing this packet may involve adjustments and some sacrifice. 
Engaging with the New Testament, however, will be extremely valuable. Be excited about the 
opportunity to take the next sixty-three sessions/days to seriously engage with God’s Word.  
 

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 

good work.” – 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV) 

 
The ICAN: The New Testament packet also has a daily devotion for you to read that somehow 
ties into that day’s Scripture reading. The Scriptures used in the devotional are from the 1984 
edition of the New International Version. May the intensity of the challenge ahead be utilized by 
God as He continues to mold you into His likeness.  
 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Starting in Matthew and Acts, you will be 

reading from two different New Testament books for the first fifty-four sessions of this packet. 

The final nine sessions are arranged so as to ensure that you complete all the books from the 

New Testament.   
 

Connecting with God (Prayer): A written prayer influenced by that day’s Scripture 

and/or devotional reading appears for each session. Nevertheless, you are encouraged to follow 

the Spirit’s prompting, including letting your understanding of that day’s reading guide the 

direction your prayer will take. 
 

Acting on my faith (Practical Application): A standard question prompting you to 

explore how you will apply that day’s Scripture will appear for each day’s reading. Each 

session will also have two suggested action steps to make sure your relationship with God is 

active and practical, or prompting you to do further study/research on your own.   
 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal): The first journal question 

will be the same each day. This question deals with what God has revealed to you through that 

day’s Scripture reading and that day’s devotional. A second journal question tying into the 

day’s Scripture and/or devotional reading also appears for each session. Remember to continue 

to use your journal as a place to reflect on how you see God at work in and around your life 
and to express specific reasons you are thankful to God.  
 
There will be plenty for God’s Spirit to reveal to you as you engage with both familiar and 

unfamiliar passages from God’s Word. Be open to what God will teach you as you discipline 

yourself to read the New Testament. 
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DAY #29 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 

“You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom  
to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.  

The entire law is summed up in a single command:  
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”  

 – Galatians 5:13-14 (NIV) 
 
Even as there is a strong emphasis in Galatians that we are not justified by keeping the law, we 
come to see that living in accord with the Holy Spirit’s leading allows us to fulfill the intent of the 
law. Living by the Spirit allows us to not gratify the desires of the sinful nature (Gal 5:16). Instead, 
related to our love for God, we are enabled by the Spirit to love others.  
 
One of the key ways to express such a love for others is to help fellow believers who have allowed 
themselves to be caught in sin. A warning against succumbing to temptation is associated with 
restoring fellow Christians and helping them carry their burdens, but it is quite clear that mature 
Christians walking in the Spirit are involved in the gentle restoration of others. 
 

“Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore  
him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. Carry each 

other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”  
 – Galatians 6:1-2 (NIV) 

 
Christian, when others are caught in a sin you must avoid both the tendency to overlook the sin 
and the tendency to call out the sin in a self-righteous way. While such sin is neither to be ignored 
nor ruthlessly exposed, restoration is to be sought.  
 
Are there any fellow believers you need to thank for previously/currently restoring you gently or 
helping to carry a burden of yours? If so, thank them for not overlooking this sin/struggle in your 
life, but for deliberately loving you and investing in your life.  
 
As a maturing Christian, in what ways may God be prompting you to serve another person in 
love? Is there anyone in your life God may be guiding you to be involved in the gentle restoration 
of?   
 
Do indeed use your freedom to serve others in love and fulfill the law of Christ. 
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DAY 29: LUKE/GALATIANS 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Luke 8, Galatians 4-6.  

Connecting with God (Prayer): “Lord, thank You for drawing me into Your family. Thank You for 

allowing me to be among the children of promise. I am grateful for being an heir with Christ. Help 
me to appropriately use the freedom I have in Christ. By Your grace, as a new creation in Christ, 
I will indeed keep in step with the Spirit.”  

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Assess how well the fruit of the Spirit is reflected in your life.  

❑ Utilize resources to do further study on Galatians.  A possible good start is to read the 
entry on Galatians in a Bible handbook. Those with more time will be able to find more 
detailed resources including, but not limited to, commentaries on Galatians. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings?  

❑ How might God specifically be calling you right now to use your freedom to serve others 
in love and fulfill the law of Christ?  

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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DAY #30 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 
A song that many Christians recall singing at a young age is “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus.” The 
proclamation that there is no turning back illustrates the ultimate cost of following Jesus and the 
singularity of heart that should denote His followers. The lyrics of this simple yet so powerful 
song are as follow:  

I have decided to follow Jesus; (3x) 
No turning back, no turning back. 

Though I may wonder, I still will follow; (3x) 
No turning back, no turning back. 

The world behind me, the cross before me; (3x) 
No turning back, no turning back. 

Though none go with me, still I will follow; (3x) 
No turning back, no turning back. 

Will you decide now to follow Jesus? (3x) 
No turning back, no turning back. 

“I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” has an Indian origin. There are, however, apparently four 
different prominent stories regarding the origin of this song.* For this reason authorship can be 
considered obscure. There also seem to be a few versions of the song with a three verse version 
seeming as prominent as the five verse version included here.  

This hymn or folk melody, however, certainly brings to mind some of Jesus’ words pertaining to 
the cost of discipleship that appear in Luke 9.  

“As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, ‘I will follow you wherever you go.’ 
Jesus replied, ‘Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place 
to lay his head.’ He said to another man, ‘Follow me.’ But the man replied, ‘Lord, first let me go 

and bury my father.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and 
proclaim the kingdom of God.’ Still another said, ‘I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back 

and say good-by to my family.’ Jesus replied, ‘No one who puts his hand to the plow  
and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.’”  

 – Luke 9:57-62 (NIV) 

Have you indeed decided to follow Jesus? Have you resolved to not turn back? Are you going and 
proclaiming the kingdom of God? Are you living as one who is indeed fit for service in the kingdom 
of God? 
 
*http://www.southasianconnection.com/articles/533/1/Indian-Origin-To-Song---I-Have-Decided-To-Follow-
Jesus/Page1.html – Published 8/6/2010; accessed 11/29/2011 

 
  

http://www.southasianconnection.com/articles/533/1/Indian-Origin-To-Song---I-Have-Decided-To-Follow-Jesus/Page1.html
http://www.southasianconnection.com/articles/533/1/Indian-Origin-To-Song---I-Have-Decided-To-Follow-Jesus/Page1.html
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DAY 30: LUKE/EPHESIANS 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Luke 9, Ephesians 1-3.  

Connecting with God (Prayer): “Lord, give me the perseverance that allows me to resolutely seek 

You. Thank You for choosing me in Christ before the beginning of the world to be holy and 
blameless in Your sight. Thank You for giving us the promised Holy Spirit. Thank You for saving 
me by Your grace. May I continue to see Your power at work in my life.”  

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Reread Ephesians 1:15-23 and Ephesians 3:14-21. See what insights into the character of 
Paul emerge. Also, see if you can discern any patterns you can incorporate into your own 
prayer life.  

❑ Attempt to note any tendencies over the next few days on your part to promote self or 
inappropriately boast. See if this increased awareness of any tendency towards acting in 
pride can help you in living a life of humility. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ What has been one of the most costly aspects of your becoming a follower of Jesus Christ? 
 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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DAY #31 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 
Part of the call to live a holy life set apart unto God involves rejecting unwholesome and foolish 
talking. Our speech should be expressions of thanksgiving or that which is meant to edify those 
who listen. Transparent honesty will allow us to acknowledge that much inappropriate talk lies 
in the realm of sexual lust.  
 

“But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or 
of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s 
holy people. Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, 

which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving.”  
 – Ephesians 5:3-4 (NIV) 

 
Humor and wit need not be displaced in the life of a believer. Nevertheless, much in this world 
that would be considered humorous or witty involves engaging in speech and conduct that should 
have no place in the life of a Christian. How might you be sure to reject the expression of such 
things as off-color jokes, filthy language, and idle chatter in your life?  
 
Accept God’s call to a pure life. Embrace that life that is appropriate for God’s holy people. While 
Ephesians 5:3-4 has a strong warning against lust of a sexual nature, we can also discern a warning 
against any excessive lusts that would render us impure. Consider how you can reject sexual 
immorality, impurity, and greed this very day.  
 
As mentioned earlier, the Christian has the challenge to go beyond merely rejecting 
unwholesome talk. Instead, as a combination of deliberate retraining and a natural consequence 
of the life change God works in His children, the Christian engages in speech that consistently 
blesses others and expresses thanksgiving.  
 

“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only 
what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, 

that it may benefit those who listen.”  
 – Ephesians 4:29 (NIV) 

 
What are at least two ways in the near future that you can be sure you are one who speaks that 
which builds others up? 
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DAY 31: LUKE/EPHESIANS 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Luke 10, Ephesians 4-6. 

 

Connecting with God (Prayer): “May I be one who operates as a faithful harvester. Furthermore, 

may I show love to my neighbor with the broad definition of neighbor You gave in the parable of 
the Good Samaritan. Allow me to live that life which is indeed worthy of the calling I have 
received. May I indeed make the most out of every opportunity. In both word and deed, may I 
indeed live in the light. As I obediently put on the armor of God, allow me to see You working 
powerfully in, through, and around my life.”  

 

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Find a sermon or another resource that addresses the armor of God (Ephesians 6:10-18). 
See what additional insight and steps of obedience emerge. See how a broadened 
understanding of the armor of God can lead to increased expression of godly living on 
your part. 

❑ Utilize Ephesians 4:17-5:21 and Luke 10:25-37 as frameworks for assessing how well you 
are operating as an imitator of God. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ What word of encouragement or empowerment can you speak to someone today? 

 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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DAY #32 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 
Part of Jesus’ mission involved the proclamation of the recovery of sight for the blind (Luke 4:18). 
The issue of spiritual sight is crucial in Scripture. The illumination that Jesus brings as the Light of 
the World is indeed life changing. There is a very real potential, however, for people to remain in 
spiritual darkness and, therefore, blind to God’s truth. 
 

“No one lights a lamp and puts it in a place where it will be hidden, or under a bowl.  
Instead he puts it on its stand, so that those who come in may see the light.  

Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eyes are good, your whole body  
also is full of light. But when they are bad, your body also is full of darkness. 

See to it, then, that the light within you is not darkness.”  
 – Luke 11:33-35 (NIV) 

 
We can understand the reference to lamp in Luke 11:33 as a reference to Jesus’ ministry and the 
gospel message. The revelation of God, including the call to repentance, given in Jesus’ 
incarnational ministry was something God intended people to see and receive. The word “lamp” 
in Luke 11:34 is directly associated with the eye. We can take this as a reference to the fact that 
the eye is the means through which light enters the body. A good eye is healthy and capable of 
spiritual perception. A bad eye is unhealthy, even blind, as it is denoted by a darkness that 
prevents spiritual perception.  
 
Luke 11:35, then, is a caution to properly assess and to diligently maintain our spiritual 
perception. We must be wary about what we allow to enter into our inner beings. This passage 
indicates the responsibility we have to be sure we are not deluding ourselves into thinking we 
see, when in reality we are refusing to accept the illumination Jesus offers.  
 
Even if you have responded favorably to God’s gift of salvation in Jesus Christ, in what ways might 
you need to be sure you properly perceive and respond to the life-changing illumination Jesus is 
shining into your life presently?  
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DAY 32: LUKE/PHILIPPIANS 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Luke 11, Philippians 1-2. 

Connecting with God (Prayer): “Father, allow me to remain humble as Jesus was. Give me the 

ability to ultimately please You even as I look out for the interests of others. Cleanse me inside 
out. Give me the ability to discern what is best and therefore conduct myself in a manner worthy 
of the gospel of Christ.”  

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Consider memorizing Philippians 2:5-11. 

❑ Observe yourself over the next few days and see how well you do at looking out for the 
interests of others. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ How well are you currently doing at attempting to properly assess and diligently 
maintain your spiritual perception? 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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DAY #33 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 
There are indeed those moments that any Christian can attest to during which an inner peace 
denoted his/her life. It is great when we can embrace the promises of God, fix our eyes on Christ, 
live by the Spirit, and be unaffected by the worries of this world even in dire circumstances.  
 
However, there are also those moments in which we do indeed worry about things. Perhaps you 
are going through a time right now in which worry seems more natural than trust. Know that you 
are not alone. Also know, however, that you can cast your cares on God who deems you valuable.  
 

“Then Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, 
what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. Life is more than food, and 
the body more than clothes. Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have 

no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than 
birds! Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? Since you cannot do 

this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?’”  
 – Luke 12:22-26 (NIV) 

 
At times interacting with Jesus’ words here admonishing us to not worry can be the very wake-
up call we need to rekindle our ultimate trust in God’s provision. And yet, at times, we may be 
inclined to say and feel that we worry about the rest because it is challenging to do anything but 
worry.  
 
Whatever challenge you are going through, hear God’s Word speaking to you. Even in spite of 
the challenging circumstances you may be enduring, continue to seek first the kingdom of God 
knowing God will provide your needs (Luke 12:31). Also strive to put into practice, however, the 
following wonderful instruction from God’s Word, associated with a wonderful assurance, which 
might already be familiar to you:  
 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  

 – Philippians 4:6-7 (NIV) 
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DAY 33: LUKE/PHILIPPIANS 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Luke 12, Philippians 3-4. 

Connecting with God (Prayer): “Father, continue to work Your character into my life. Allow me a 

concern for others including the poor. Allow me to be able to express gentleness in accord with 
Your will. May I be diligent in seeking hard after You. Please help me to worry less but cast all my 
cares on You as I realize that whether in plenty or in need, I can endure all things through You 
who gives me strength.”  

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Resolve to deliberately put Philippians 4:8 into practice in your life. At the end of the next 
three days, devote time to briefly addressing what thought you allowed to parade in your 
mind. Make any necessary adjustments in accord with what you are allowed to notice 
about your thought life.  

❑ Reread Philippians 3:7-11.  Proceed to pray through this Scripture to God. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ How watchful, ready, and faithful are you in your operations as an obedient, loving servant 
of God? 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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DAY #34 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 
Colossians 1:15-20 is understood to be an early Christian hymn that emphasizes Jesus’ priority, 
preeminence, and sovereignty. As is illustrated in these verses from Colossians, the supremacy 
of Christ is particularly evident in creation and redemption.  
 

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him 
all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. 
He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the 
church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he 

might have the supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and 
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by 

making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.” 
 – Colossians 1:15-20 (NIV) 

 
In what ways might you need to take the time to see and acknowledge Jesus Christ as the image 
of God? In what ways do you need to see Christ as sovereign in creation? In what ways do you 
need to recognize that Jesus is indeed the head of the church?  
 
What comfort might you derive from knowing the fullness of God dwells in Christ? What comfort 
have you found in the fact that Jesus makes peace with God possible through His blood that was 
shed on the cross?  
 
Jesus Christ is fully God and fully man. We are not left lacking anything once we commit ourselves 
to Jesus Christ. Even if all the fullness of the Deity does not dwell in us as it does Christ, Jesus 
gives us all we need for life and godliness. As we recognize with Paul that we are complete in 
Christ, you and I can continue to see and acknowledge that all we need is Christ.  
 

“For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in 
bodily form, and you have been given fullness in Christ, 

who is the head over every power and authority.” 
 – Colossians 2:9-10 (NIV) 
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DAY 34: LUKE/COLOSSIANS 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Luke 13, Colossians 1-2. 

Connecting with God (Prayer): “I am so grateful for Your mercy and grace. Thank You for 

providing reconciliation through Christ. I praise You. Help me to understand You more and to live 
all out for You. Continue to speak to me as I read through the New Testament. Thank You for 
revealing Yourself to me.” 

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Write a letter to Jesus or a poem about Jesus addressing Jesus’ preeminence and 
sovereignty.  

❑ Address to what extent consistent and genuine confession and repentance is a 
characteristic of your life. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ How can you increase in your efforts to proclaim and teach Christ to others? 
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DAY #35 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 
I once heard a pastor whose prayer was that everyone in the world would be prayed for by name. 
I recall very little of the context I heard this in, but the idea that the followers of this God who 
does not want any to perish would be sure to pray for every single person by name is something 
I found compelling. We need to take seriously the opportunity to engage in persistent 
intercessory prayer.  
 

“Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends 
greetings. He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand 

firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured.”  
 – Colossians 4:12 (NIV) 

 
Epaphras is described as wrestling in prayer. In addition to the reminder that prayer can indeed 
be a means of spiritual warfare, it also paints a picture of the frequency and intentionality 
denoting the prayer life of Epaphras. Can you be adequately described as one who wrestles in 
prayer regarding the spiritual growth of God’s followers?  
 
Be sure not to neglect the power of prayer. However weak or strong your prayer life is presently, 
allow yourself to make any necessary adjustments that would serve to illustrate your devotion 
to prayer. While never failing to allow prayer to be a means of expressing adoration and 
thanksgiving to God, as well as a means of drawing near to listen to Him, also think about who 
you need to pray for by name in the upcoming days.  
 
Pray that others might cross over from death to life. Pray for those who are faithfully proclaiming 
the gospel message. Pray that fellow believers will grow in the faith as they stand firm in God’s 
will. Pray for any person by name in accord with how the Spirit leads.  
 

“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.  And pray for us, 
too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim 

the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains.”  
 – Colossians 4:2-3 (NIV) 
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DAY 35: LUKE/COLOSSIANS 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Luke 14, Colossians 3-4. 

Connecting with God (Prayer): “Lord, help me to indeed clothe myself with compassion, kindness, 

humility, gentleness, and patience. Allow me to be a faithful disciple setting my mind on things 
above. Do indeed allow Your peace to reign in my heart. I want to be one who works with all of 
my heart as unto You. Thank You for the opportunity to serve You.”  

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Reread Luke 14:25-34 and explore what insights it gives into the nature of discipleship.  

❑ Schedule an extended time in intercessory prayer for the people you know. Choose to 
pray for as many by name as guided by the Holy Spirit. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ What does it look like in modern days to be a person who sets their heart and mind on 
things above, not earthly things? 
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DAILY SCRIPTURE READING 
 
 
 
 
PREVIOUS WEEK …  

Week #4: Week of October 5 

❑ Day #22 – Monday, October 5 – Read Mark 15-16, 1 Corinthians 14-16 
❑ Day #23 – Tuesday, October 6 – Read Luke 1-2, 2 Corinthians 1-3 
❑ Day #24 – Wednesday, October 7 – Read Luke 3, 2 Corinthians 4-6 
❑ Day #25 – Thursday, October 8 – Read Luke 4, 2 Corinthians 7-9 
❑ Day #26 – Friday, October 9 – Read Luke 5, 2 Corinthians 10-11 
❑ Day #27 – Saturday, October 10 – Read Luke 6, 2 Corinthians 12-13  
❑ Day #28 – Sunday, October 11 – Read Luke 7, Galatians 1-3 

 
 
CURRENT WEEK …  

Week #5: Week of October 12 

❑ Day #29 – Monday, October 12 – Read Luke 8, Galatians 4-6 
❑ Day #30 – Tuesday, October 13 – Read Luke 9, Ephesians 1-3 
❑ Day #31 – Wednesday, October 14 – Read Luke 10, Ephesians 4-6  
❑ Day #32 – Thursday, October 15 – Read Luke 11, Philippians 1-2 
❑ Day #33 – Friday, October 16 – Read Luke 12, Philippians 3-4  
❑ Day #34 – Saturday, October 17 – Read Luke 13, Colossians 1-2 
❑ Day #35 – Sunday, October 18 – Read Luke 14, Colossians 3-4  

 
 
NEXT WEEK …  

Week #6: Week of October 19 

❑ Day #36 – Monday, October 19 – Read Luke 15, 1 Thessalonians 1-3 
❑ Day #37 – Tuesday, October 20 – Read Luke 16, 1 Thessalonians 4-5 
❑ Day #38 – Wednesday, October 21 – Read Luke 17, 2 Thessalonians 1-3 
❑ Day #39 – Thursday, October 22 – Read Luke 18, 1 Timothy 1-3 
❑ Day #40 – Friday, October 23 – Read Luke 19, 1 Timothy 4-6 
❑ Day #41 – Saturday, October 24 – Read Luke 20, 2 Timothy 1-2 
❑ Day #42 – Sunday, October 25 – Read Luke 21, 2 Timothy 3-4 

 
 
 


