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Open your group with a prayer. 
 

Memory Verse: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with 

perseverance the race marked out for us.” – Hebrews 12:1 (NIV) 
 
 
Ice Breaker Game Idea: 

Play the “What Do You Want to Be When You Grow Up.” In this game go around and ask everyone 
in the group to share what they most wanted to be when they grew up and what they are doing 
now. It’s interesting to see who is doing what they dreamed about when they were kids and how 
people ended up with the careers they have now. You’ll learn a lot about the careers and dreams 
of the people in your group. ☺  
 

Quick Facts about the Book of Luke: 

• Luke was a Gentile and had the distinction of being the only NT writer who was not a Jew. 

• As a Gentile (a non-Jewish person), Luke’s gospel is targeted primarily to Gentiles. Note that 
Luke’s genealogy of Jesus in Luke 3 is different from Matthew’s in Matthew 1. Matthew traced 
Jesus back to Abraham because it was important for him to communicate to Jews that Jesus 
was the promised Messiah from the line of Abraham and David. But Luke traces Jesus all the 
way back to Adam. Why? So, that Gentiles can see that Jesus died for everyone from the line 
of Adam (everyone in the world) – not just Jews.  

• In Luke Jesus talks more about women and the poor than in any other Gospel. Luke is clear 
that Jesus is empowering to women and compassionate to the poor. Mary is emphasized 
more in Luke whereas Joseph is emphasized more in Matthew. Also note that in the Sermon 
on the Mount in Matthew when Jesus gives the Beatitudes (Matthew 5) Jesus says blessed are 
the “poor in spirit” but in Luke 6 when Jesus gives the Sermon on the Plain, Jesus has a slightly 
different message and says blessed are the “poor.” Jesus gave two different sermons, but 
Matthew and Luke chose to record different ones. Although they were both concerned with 
spiritual and physical redemption, Matthew focused on the spiritual and Luke the physical. 

• Remember, Luke is also the author of Acts, and the Gospel of Luke is book 1 with Acts being 
book 2. Luke was a physician (which might explain his passion for what Jesus said about 
physical pain and suffering) who traveled with Paul on many of his missionary journeys. 

• Also note as you read Luke – the special emphasis on prayer. Jesus is continually getting away 
from the people and commotion to find a secluded place to be with God and pray. If Jesus 
needed that on a continual basis – how much more do we need it?  
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Quick Facts about the Book of 2 Corinthians: 

• Paul stayed longer with the church in Corinth than he did in any of the other churches he 
started. As a result, his letters to this church are very personal and straightforward. 

• It was in 55 A.D. (25 years after Jesus’ death) that Paul learned that things were not all 
well in Corinth and wrote to the church there from the city of Ephesus. Paul is very 
personal and straight-forward in this letter because he knew the people of the church so 
well (contrast with Romans where he didn’t know them well at all). 

• Paul wrote several letters to Corinth (at least 4). Some authors believe that part of Paul’s 
letters to the Corinthians got thrown in together when they were copied. In 1 Corinthians 
5:9 Paul refers to a previous letter he wrote. Some scholars believe it is lost. Some believe 
that part of it is contained in 2 Corinthians 6:13 – 7:2. Then in 2 Cor. 7:8 Paul refers to a 
previous “severe” letter that he wrote. Some believe it to be lost; others believe it to be 
2 Corinthians 10-13. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

There are a couple of possibilities with the 4 letters we know Paul wrote to Corinth: 

(1) We have lost the 1st one. The 2nd one is 1 Corinthians. We lost the 3rd (severe) 
letter. The 4th one is 2 Corinthians.  

(2) Letter #1 is 2 Corinthians 6:13-7:2; Letter #2 is 1 Corinthians; Letter #3 is 2 
Corinthians 10-13; and Letter #4 is 2 Corinthians 1-9.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS IS ONLY A GUIDE. SELECT THE POINTS YOU WANT TO DISCUSS. 
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THE CHALLENGE OF PERSEVERANCE 

PERSEVERANCE IS FOLLOWING GOD’S WILL FOR MY LIFE  
DESPITE COUNTER INFLUENCES 

FOUR GODLY OPPORTUNITIES TO PERSEVERE …  

➢ PERSEVERE IN MY PRAYERS.  

Matthew 7:7-11 (NLT) (Jesus) “Keep on asking, and you will be given what you ask for. Keep on 
looking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened. For everyone who asks, 
receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And the door is opened to everyone who knocks. You parents 
if your children ask for a loaf of bread, do you give them a stone instead? Or if they ask for a fish, 
do you give them a snake? Of course not! If you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your heavenly Father give good gifts to those who ask him?”  

Ephesians 6:18 (NLT) “Pray at all times and on every occasion in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Stay 
alert and be persistent in your prayers for all Christians everywhere.”   

➢ PERSEVERE IN MY SPIRITUAL GROWTH.  

Acts 4:19 (NLT) “But Peter and John replied, ‘Do you think God wants us to obey you rather than 
him?’”  

1 Timothy 4:7 (Phillips) “Take the time and trouble to keep yourself spiritually fit.”  

James 1:4 (NIV) “Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, 
not lacking anything.”  

➢ PERSEVERE IN TIMES OF FAILURE AND LOSS.  

Romans 5:3-4 (NIV) “We also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.”  

Romans 8:28 (NLT) “And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of 
those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them.”  

➢ PERSEVERE IN INFLUENCING OTHERS FOR JESUS.  

2 Peter 3:15a (NLT) “And remember, the Lord is waiting so that people have time to be saved.”  

“That is why we never give up. Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are being renewed every 
day. For our present troubles are quite small and won’t last very long. Yet they produce for us an 

immeasurably great glory that will last forever! So we don’t look at the troubles we can see 
right now; rather, we look forward to what we have not yet seen. For the troubles we see will 

soon be over, but the joys to come will last forever.” – 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (NLT) 
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THIS IS ONLY A GUIDE. SELECT THE QUESTIONS YOU WANT TO DISCUSS. 

 
 

John the Baptist Beheaded (Mark 6:14-29) 

1. Why do you think Mark included this flashback to Herod between sending out the disciples 
(v. 6-13) and their return (v. 30-31)? 

2. What do you do when God’s message leaves you puzzled with an ending like this? 

3. What would this story say to someone facing persecution, then and now? 

The Rich Young Ruler (Mark 10: 17-26) 

1. Why do you think Jesus told him to sell everything and give to the poor? 

2. What did the rich young ruler gain by choosing his wealth over Jesus’ command? 

3. What is one thing you can do this week to let go of material things and embrace God’s 
kingdom more fully? 

Marriage (1 Corinthians 7) 

1. What do you consider the most important ingredient in a good marriage and why? 

2. Why should marriage be aspired to? 

3. In what ways can God use singleness for His kingdom? 

Love (1 Corinthians 13) 

1. How does love described here compare to love as typically defined in our culture? 

2. In your opinion, what is the best way to develop the ability to love others? 

3. What from culture do you think illustrates the love described in chapter thirteen (movies, 
books, etc.)? 
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USE THE FOLLOWING DISCUSSION QUESTIONS TO GUIDE YOUR SCRIPTURE 

READINGS THIS WEEK. YOU DO NOT NEED TO WRITE OUT THE ANSWERS TO THESE 

QUESTIONS. WE WILL USE SOME OF THESE QUESTIONS TO GUIDE OUR GROWTH 

GROUP DISCUSSION NEXT WEEK. ALSO, READ AND COMPLETE THE DAILY 

DEVOTIONS.  

The Temptation of Jesus (Luke 4) 

1. What is the significance of Jesus being tempted after He had fasted for 40 days? 

2. How does Satan’s use of Scripture differ from the way Jesus uses it? 

3. How do the three temptations correlate with Satan’s tempting in the Garden (Gen. 3) and 
what John says about sin (1 John 2:16)? 

The God Who Comforts Us (2 Corinthians 1:3-7) 

1. What is the relationship between God’s ability to comfort us & our ability to comfort others? 

2. What does it mean to you that Paul refers to God as the Father of compassion and the God 
of all comfort?  3. How can distress in your life be viewed in light of this passage? 

We are the Temple of God (2 Corinthians 6:14-18) 

1. What is the difference between being yoked to unbelievers & having relationships with them? 

2. What does it mean that you are the dwelling place of God? 

3. How does the teaching of Rom. 12 about being a living sacrifice correlate with this passage? 

No Longer Under the Law (Galatians 3) 

1. What question does Paul ask in verse two and why is this so crucial? 

2. What “additions” to faith might outsiders sense in Christian circles that would serve as 
barriers to their faith? 

3. How is attempting to be right with God through keeping the Law like being in prison? 
 

DAILY SCRIPTURE READING 

Week #4: Week of October 5 

❑ Day #22 – Monday, October 5 – Read Mark 15-16, 1 Corinthians 14-16 
❑ Day #23 – Tuesday, October 6 – Read Luke 1-2, 2 Corinthians 1-3 
❑ Day #24 – Wednesday, October 7 – Read Luke 3, 2 Corinthians 4-6 
❑ Day #25 – Thursday, October 8 – Read Luke 4, 2 Corinthians 7-9 
❑ Day #26 – Friday, October 9 – Read Luke 5, 2 Corinthians 10-11 
❑ Day #27 – Saturday, October 10 – Read Luke 6, 2 Corinthians 12-13  
❑ Day #28 – Sunday, October 11 – Read Luke 7, Galatians 1-3 
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Notes: 
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ICAN: The New Testament (63 sessions/days) 

The ICAN New Testament packet was written by Randolph Romero, Jr. It is incorporated into this 
study packet for the Fall Campaign series “The Radical Challenge of the New Testament.” It will 
assist you in offering you the specific opportunity to read through the New Testament in as little 
as nine weeks. Successfully completing this packet may involve adjustments and some sacrifice. 
Engaging with the New Testament, however, will be extremely valuable. Be excited about the 
opportunity to take the next sixty-three sessions/days to seriously engage with God’s Word.  
 

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 

good work.” – 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV) 

 
The ICAN: The New Testament packet also has a daily devotion for you to read that somehow 
ties into that day’s Scripture reading. The Scriptures used in the devotional are from the 1984 
edition of the New International Version. May the intensity of the challenge ahead be utilized by 
God as He continues to mold you into His likeness.  
 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Starting in Matthew and Acts, you will be 

reading from two different New Testament books for the first fifty-four sessions of this packet. 

The final nine sessions are arranged so as to ensure that you complete all the books from the 

New Testament.   
 

Connecting with God (Prayer): A written prayer influenced by that day’s Scripture 

and/or devotional reading appears for each session. Nevertheless, you are encouraged to follow 

the Spirit’s prompting, including letting your understanding of that day’s reading guide the 

direction your prayer will take. 
 

Acting on my faith (Practical Application): A standard question prompting you to 

explore how you will apply that day’s Scripture will appear for each day’s reading. Each 

session will also have two suggested action steps to make sure your relationship with God is 

active and practical, or prompting you to do further study/research on your own.   
 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal): The first journal question 

will be the same each day. This question deals with what God has revealed to you through that 

day’s Scripture reading and that day’s devotional. A second journal question tying into the 

day’s Scripture and/or devotional reading also appears for each session. Remember to continue 

to use your journal as a place to reflect on how you see God at work in and around your life 

and to express specific reasons you are thankful to God.  
 
There will be plenty for God’s Spirit to reveal to you as you engage with both familiar and 

unfamiliar passages from God’s Word. Be open to what God will teach you as you discipline 

yourself to read the New Testament. 



THE RADICAL CHALLENGE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 
 

D-8 
 

 

DAY #22 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 
The Gospel of Mark indicates that after the Sabbath three women, including Mary Magdalene, 
were on their way to Jesus’ tomb to anoint his body with spices. They wondered who would roll 
away the stone, but it had already been rolled away. 
 

“As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe 
sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed. ‘Don’t be alarmed,’ he said. 

‘You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! 
He is not here. See the place where they laid him.’”  

 – Mark 16:5-6 (NIV) 
 
In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul reminds the readers of the gospel message: 
 

“For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, 

that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he 
appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve.”  

 – 1 Corinthians 15:3-5 (NIV) 
 
Verses 6-8 of 1 Corinthians 15 continue with indications of other persons Jesus appeared to. 
Some of the people in Corinth, however, had come to be persuaded that there is no resurrection 
of the dead. Paul argues that if there is no resurrection of the dead, that even Christ has not been 
raised and that those who said God raised Christ from the dead would be false witnesses. Paul 
needed to counteract this lie and remind the Corinthian church of the resurrection to life in 
Christ. 
 

“But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of 
those who have fallen asleep. For since death came through a man, the 

resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam 
all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.”  

 – 1 Corinthians 15:20-22 (NIV) 
 
Jesus has risen!  Praise God! 
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DAY 22: MARK/1 CORINTHIANS 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Mark 15-16, 1 Corinthians 14-16.  

Connecting with God (Prayer): “Thank You, Lord, for speaking to me through Your word.  I ask 

that You give me a clearer picture of Jesus and Your will as I will soon begin reading Luke and 2 
Corinthians.  Thank You that Jesus did indeed rise from the dead.  Enable me to more fully 
experience and walk in the victory I have in Jesus.  Allow me to be one who builds up the body of 
Christ.” 

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Identify three major themes that emerge in Mark and/or three Scripture excerpts from 
Mark that speak powerfully to you. Identify three major themes that emerge in 1 
Corinthians and/or three Scripture excerpts from 1 Corinthians that speak powerfully to 
you.  

❑ Take time to articulate the gospel message in 3-5 sentences.  See if what you write can 
help you in your evangelistic efforts. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings?  

❑ How are you doing at living out the admonitions in 1 Corinthians 16:13-14?  

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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DAY #23 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 
We can learn a lot from the humility and great faith expressed by Mary. Although she was initially 
troubled at the greeting the angel Gabriel spoke and did inquire how she could give birth to a son 
being she was a virgin, Mary expressed a readiness to trust God’s Word delivered through the 
angel. 
 

“‘I am the Lord's servant,’ Mary answered. ‘May it be to 
me as you have said.’ Then the angel left her.”  

 – Luke 1:38 (NIV) 
 
What a beautiful example. Imagine the increased power of our churches, even the increased 
power in your own life, if our members consistently submitted to the Lord’s will saying, “May it 
be to me as you have said.” How great it would be to hear the words from the mouth of Elizabeth 
to Mary in response to our own expressions of faithful trust in God’s pronounced will/plan. 
 

“Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord 
has said to her will be accomplished!”  

 – Luke 1:45 (NIV) 
 
Indeed blessing and happiness denotes those who believe the promises of God. Your continued 
trust in God and what He has promised renders you blessed. 
 
Mary’s readiness and faith also allowed her to be attentive to what was emerging. Even if full 
understanding of who Jesus was would arrive after His death and resurrection, Mary pays 
attention to what is going on in Jesus’ life. 
 

“But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.”  
 – Luke 2:19 (NIV) 

 
Granted, the unique circumstances surrounding Jesus’ birth would probably heighten the already 
natural maternal attentiveness that would denote any mother. However, while we wait patiently 
for God to bring to pass what He has asserted, we can most definitely pay attention to how we 
see God at work in and around our lives. 
 
In what areas of your life do you need to express humble obedience to what God has said? How 
might you strive to increase your attentiveness to how God is at work in and around your life? 
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DAY 23: LUKE/2 CORINTHIANS 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Luke 1-2, 2 Corinthians 1-3.  

Connecting with God (Prayer): “Thank You, God, for making me competent as a minister of the 

New Covenant. I am so grateful for Your Spirit that gives life. May you continue to allow me to 
cooperate with Your process of transforming me into the likeness of Christ. Furthermore, may I 
be one who both accepts comfort from You and extend it to others. Allow me to continue to be 
observant of how You are working in and around my life.” 

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Read Exodus 34:29-35 and reread 2 Corinthians 3:7-18.  Note any insights that emerge 
as you read and juxtapose these texts. 

❑ Revisit the closing questions of today’s devotional and, if you haven’t done so already, 
write out your answers to these two questions. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ Who in your life might you be able to comfort with the same comfort you have received 
from Christ? 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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DAY #24 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 
At different points in the ministry I have been allowed, I have often been heard saying, 
“Conviction and perspective lead to perseverance at fulfilling God-given purposes in one’s life.” 
In fact, this saying is presently my signature on my primary e-mail account. 
 
Paul and his traveling companions were definitely those who demonstrated perseverance. They 
obediently fulfilled the role of being ambassadors for Christ imploring others to be reconciled to 
God. They talk in terms of being hard-pressed, perplexed, persecuted, and even struck down as 
they allowed themselves to be given over to death for Jesus’ sake (2 Corinthians 4:8-11). Later, 
among other things, Paul makes reference to troubles, hardships, beatings, imprisonments, 
hunger, sleepless nights, and poverty (2 Corinthians 6:4-10). And yet he and his companions were 
able to persevere and run the race set before them.  
 
We can think of conviction as a deep-seated belief regarding what is on the heart of God. We can 
think of perspective as the ability to see the end from the beginning. It is no secret that Paul was 
one who possessed conviction and perspective. 
 

“It is written: ‘I believed; therefore I have spoken.’ With that same spirit 
of faith we also believe and therefore speak, because we know that the one 

who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and 
present us with you in his presence.”  

 – 2 Corinthians 4:13-14 (NIV) 
 
Paul definitely possessed a pressing conviction regarding Jesus’ resurrection and the coming 
resurrection for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
 

“Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting 
away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our light and 

momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs 
them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what 

is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”  
 – 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (NIV) 

 
Furthermore, he was able to have a perspective that allowed him not to be dissuaded by the 
things of this world, but to maintain an eternal perspective. 
 
Be encouraged by God’s Word and the example of Paul as you strive to develop conviction and 
perspective in your own life. 
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DAY 24: LUKE/2 CORINTHIANS 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Luke 3, 2 Corinthians 4-6. 

 

Connecting with God (Prayer): “Thank You for Your love and abundant grace lavished on me. 

Enable me to remain in You so that I will indeed produce fruit in keeping with repentance. May I 
be one who does not lose heart but resolutely marches on in obedience to You. Give me wisdom 
as I connect with and choose those who will be my closest friends. I take joy in the fact that You 
have made me a new creation. May Your Name be glorified, Almighty God. Amen.” 

 

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Assess the nature of the conviction and perspective you are currently expressing in your 
life. 

❑ Reread 2 Corinthians 4 with the lens of seeing how this chapter of God’s Word can help 
strengthen your conviction and perspective. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ In what ways might Luke 3:7-14 influence your values or perspective on life? 

 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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DAY #25 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 

“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
generously will also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his 
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And 

God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all 
that you need, you will abound in every good work.”  

 – 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 (NIV) 
 
2 Corinthians 8-9 deals with instructions given pertaining to a collection for the saints in 
Jerusalem that several churches had already contributed to. It is perhaps not too surprising, then, 
that here in Scripture we find powerful teaching regarding the grace of giving.  
 
We are to be rich towards God. We do indeed encounter the challenge of generosity as we 
engage with Scripture. Sacrificial giving is quite appropriate on the part of the person who is a 
follower of Jesus, the One who gave His life as a ransom for many. 
 
Notice here, however, the emphasis on conscientious, deliberate giving. Allow your inward 
conviction and resolve to enable cheerful giving as opposed to giving reluctantly or under 
compulsion. Nevertheless, even as you determine how and to what extent you will express 
generosity, do remember that you reap in accord to the extent that you sow. 
 

“And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the 
Lord and then to us in keeping with God’s will.”  

 – 2 Corinthians 8:5 (NIV) 
 
In encouraging the Corinthians to be giving, Paul makes an appeal to the generosity expressed by 
the Macedonian churches. As you and I first give ourselves completely to the Lord, as the 
Macedonian churches did, we will be able to be generous with our lives and other assets in accord 
with the Lord’s will. 
 
So, Christian, make the choice to excel in the grace of giving. Allow yourself to grow and be 
stretched as you continue to submit to the challenge of generosity. 
 

“But just as you excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in 
knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us – see 

that you also excel in this grace of giving.”  
 – 2 Corinthians 8:7 (NIV) 
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DAY 25: LUKE/2 CORINTHIANS 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Luke 4, 2 Corinthians 7-9. 

Connecting with God (Prayer): “Father God, I desperately need your help. Give me the ability to 

counteract Satan’s temptations with Your Word. Continue to give me an increased understanding 
of Your ways and Your Word. Also, give me the ability to express generosity consistent with how 
You are guiding me. Thank You, once again, for the grace, mercy, and comfort You bestow upon 
me. Reveal to me any area of my life in which I need to express repentance.”  

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Read Deuteronomy 6 and Deuteronomy 8.  See what insights into worship and obedience 
you gain. (Also note that in reading these two chapters you will be exposed to the 
passages Jesus quotes when tempted by Satan: Deut 6:13; Deut 6:16; Deut 8:3). 

❑ Devise ways that you will excel in the grace of giving within the next few days. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ What have you enjoyed most so far about your current endeavor to read through the 
New Testament? 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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DAY #26 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 

“Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd 
of tax collectors and others were eating with them. But the Pharisees 
and the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect complained to 

his disciples, ‘Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and “sinners”?’ 
Jesus answered them, ‘It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have 

not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.’”  
 – Luke 5:29-32 (NIV) 

 
Christians must indeed recognize that they are set apart. Avoiding keeping company with bad 
influences that will corrupt you may indeed be wise. Therefore, do allow your intimate 
relationships to be with fellow believers who are following hard after God. 
 
Christians the world over, however, also have a desire to be more Christ-like. The example Jesus 
gives us here in Luke 5 is a compelling one that challenges the sensibilities of many modern day 
Christians the same way it did the Pharisees. 
 
The answer is not to isolate oneself so as to engage only in Christian huddles. Jesus shucks off 
social conventions and eats with tax collectors and sinners. Jesus’ mission was to call sinners to 
repentance. Christian disciples share in this mission as Jesus continues His mission through His 
church, the body of Christ. Thus, instead of avoiding sinners and other disreputable company, we 
obediently pursue relationships that might lead sinners to God. What actions may you need to 
take so as to foster an increase in the quality and quantity of your relationships with non-
believers? 
 
Take heed of the warning against self-righteousness. Our identity may be in Christ and hence sin 
is no longer our master, but our righteousness is a gift from God. Maintain a healthy recognition 
of your inherent spiritual poverty that Jesus has come to heal. Continue in the humility that 
allowed you to recognize your spiritual need, and subsequently respond to Jesus’ call to 
repentance. 
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DAY 26: LUKE/2 CORINTHIANS 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Luke 5, 2 Corinthians 10-11. 

Connecting with God (Prayer): “Lord, thank You for who You are and have shown Yourself to me 

to be. Allow me great relationships pleasing to You. Give me strong Christian brothers and sisters 
to do life together with that remain ultimately dependent on You. Give me insight into the non-
believers You want me to influence and build relationship with. Allow me to be a positive, godly 
influence with my family. Lastly, may I always remain connected to You, Father God, through the 
sacrifice of Christ and Your indwelling Holy Spirit. Amen.” 

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ As it pertains to your own life, explore how you can live out 2 Corinthians 10:5 in the near 
future. Also try to think of a recent example in which you took captive an ungodly thought 
and made it obedient to Christ.  

❑ Take action to increase the quality and/or quantity, as appropriate, of your relationships 
with non-believers. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ Based on your current understanding of life and God, what place does/can pride and 
boasts have in the life of a Christian? 

 
______________________________________________________________________________
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DAY #27 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 

“Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; 
test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in 

you—unless, of course, you fail the test? And I trust that you will 
discover that we have not failed the test.”  

 – 2 Corinthians 13:5-6 (NIV) 
 
Christians are to bear fruit consistent with the new life they possess in Christ Jesus. As we read 
these verses, we are admonished to seriously consider if we are truly living lives worthy of the 
calling we have received.  
 
The Corinthian church seemed susceptible to the influence of those Paul called false apostles (2 
Corinthians 11:13). Furthermore, the influence of such men allowed some to doubt the authority 
of Paul’s apostleship and teaching. Contrary to what one might think at first glance, Paul here 
does not seem to doubt that the Corinthians are genuinely saved. Instead, he seems to be trying 
to illustrate that their actually being in Christ, by virtue of not failing the test, is a validation of his 
apostleship. Nevertheless, just as the Corinthians were now concerned, so to speak, about Paul’s 
“in Christ” credentials, they needed to be concerned about their own “in Christ” credentials.  
 
In Luke 6, Jesus speaks powerful words against hypocrisy. At times, we can easily ignore healthy 
self-examination and instead notice deficiencies, often quite small ones, in others. Choose today 
to avoid self-righteousness and instead to engage in healthy self-examination.  
 

“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no 
attention to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, 

let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when you yourself fail to see the plank in your 
own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your eye, and then you will see 

clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.”  
 – Luke 6:41-42 (NIV) 

 
Once a proper perspective is restored, however, don’t lose sight of the importance of helping 
brothers and sisters in Christ to truly live lives that are set apart to God. 
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DAY 27: LUKE/2 CORINTHIANS 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Luke 6, 2 Corinthians 12-13. 

Connecting with God (Prayer): “Help me to learn more and more that Your grace is indeed 

sufficient for me. May I see You as strong through my weaknesses. I want to be one who lives 
according to Your truth. Your word is indeed quite challenging at times to live out. Nevertheless, 
I thank You for where I see how applying Your word in my life has been good for me. I love You.” 

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Have a conversation with at least one other Christian that involves the issue of avoiding 
self-righteousness, engaging in healthy self-examination, and helping to be sure that self 
and others remain in Christ.  

❑ After a reread of Luke 6:27-36, develop an action step you can carry out within the next 
two days. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ What truths from 2 Corinthians stood out the most to you? 
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DAY #28 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 
God’s Word is powerful; memorizing it has many benefits. One, of course, is that the Holy Spirit 
can bring such memorized passages to remembrance and speak to us through them. Many 
develop a favorite memory verse. A common one seems to be John 3:16 which reminds us of 
God’s love expressed in the giving of his Son and the everlasting life that can be ours if we believe 
in Jesus. 
 
However, many go beyond that and identify what would be called a life verse. The emphasis 
found in Philippians 1:21 on dying being a gain and living meaning more opportunities to proclaim 
Christ makes it another candidate to be a life verse. A quite powerful potential life verse is 
Galatians 2:20: 
 

“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ 
lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, 

who loved me and gave himself for me.”  
 – Galatians 2:20 (NIV) 

 
This single verse contains rich theological significance, but also can be utilized as a practical 
catalyst towards holy living. The old nature is dead. We are dead to sin and alive to Christ. In fact, 
Christ lives in the believer. The Son of God loves us and gives himself for us. We do still remain in 
the body, but are endowed with power to live a life of faith. 
 
As is a major Pauline emphasis in general, Galatians emphasizes that we do not live by the law. 
Rather, we live by faith. This new life is of a different quality than the one in which we strive to 
be justified by living according to the law or being good. In a very beautiful manner that actually 
is somewhat beyond our understanding, Christ Himself lives in believers as they have unity with 
Him. The crucified Christ who rose from the dead is at work in the Christians’ life via the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
What life verse(s) might God have allowed you? In what ways are you allowing your life verse(s) 
to drive you towards holy living? 
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DAY 28: LUKE/GALATIANS 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Luke 7, Galatians 1-3. 

Connecting with God (Prayer): “Lord, thank You for allowing me to hear Your gospel message and 

respond to it. May I continue to allow Your Word to strongly influence my life. Please guide me 
to scripture that You want me to utilize as a life verse or verse of inspiration in this season of life 
that I am in. Continue to teach me Your ways as I choose to live by faith in the Son of God.”  

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Prayerfully identify a life verse.  [If you already have a life verse, identify a “season” verse 
you will meditate on and live by for a period of four to twelve months.]  

❑ Reread Galatians 2:11-14.  See if you can identify any modern day examples in which you 
have seen a Christian boldly reprove another Christian who is clearly in the wrong and not 
acting in line with the truth of the gospel. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ In what ways are you currently expressing your awe of God? 
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DAILY SCRIPTURE READING 
 
 
 
 
PREVIOUS WEEK …  

Week #3: Week of September 28 

❑ Day #15 – Monday, September 28 – Read Mark 1-2, Romans 13-15 
❑ Day #16 – Tuesday, September 29 – Read Mark 3-4, Romans 16  
❑ Day #17 – Wednesday, September 30 – Read Mark 5-6, 1 Corinthians 1-2 
❑ Day #18 – Thursday, October 1 – Read Mark 7-8, 1 Corinthians 3-4 
❑ Day #19 – Friday, October 2 – Read Mark 9-10, 1 Corinthians 5-7 
❑ Day #20 – Saturday, October 3 – Read Mark 11-12, 1 Corinthians 8-10 
❑ Day #21 – Sunday, October 4 – Read Mark 13-14, 1 Corinthians 11-13 

 
 
CURRENT WEEK …  

Week #4: Week of October 5 

❑ Day #22 – Monday, October 5 – Read Mark 15-16, 1 Corinthians 14-16 
❑ Day #23 – Tuesday, October 6 – Read Luke 1-2, 2 Corinthians 1-3 
❑ Day #24 – Wednesday, October 7 – Read Luke 3, 2 Corinthians 4-6 
❑ Day #25 – Thursday, October 8 – Read Luke 4, 2 Corinthians 7-9 
❑ Day #26 – Friday, October 9 – Read Luke 5, 2 Corinthians 10-11 
❑ Day #27 – Saturday, October 10 – Read Luke 6, 2 Corinthians 12-13  
❑ Day #28 – Sunday, October 11 – Read Luke 7, Galatians 1-3 

 
 
NEXT WEEK …  

Week #5: Week of October 12 

❑ Day #29 – Monday, October 12 – Read Luke 8, Galatians 4-6 
❑ Day #30 – Tuesday, October 13 – Read Luke 9, Ephesians 1-3 
❑ Day #31 – Wednesday, October 14 – Read Luke 10, Ephesians 4-6  
❑ Day #32 – Thursday, October 15 – Read Luke 11, Philippians 1-2 
❑ Day #33 – Friday, October 16 – Read Luke 12, Philippians 3-4  
❑ Day #34 – Saturday, October 17 – Read Luke 13, Colossians 1-2 
❑ Day #35 – Sunday, October 18 – Read Luke 14, Colossians 3-4  

 
 
 


