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Open your group with a prayer. 
 

Memory Verse: “You should remember the words of the Lord Jesus: ‘It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.’” – Acts 20:35b (NLT) 

 
Ice Breaker Game Idea: 

Play the “What’s Your Name Game.” In this game go around and ask everyone in the group to 
share their entire name (first, middle, last, etc.). Then ask them to explain the significance of their 
name, how they got their name or who they got it from. You’ll learn a lot about the people in 
your group – plus, you’ll hear some really weird names. ☺ 
 

Quick Facts about the Book of Mark: 

• Mark is believed to be the earliest of the 4 Gospels. It was written within a few decades 
of the death of Jesus and put in circulation among the early church. It is the earliest 
account of Jesus’ life that has survived.  

• There are sections of Mark that appear almost word for word in both Matthew and Luke 
(written just a few years later). This leads scholars to believe that both Matthew (one of 
Jesus’ disciples) and Luke (a doctor who traveled with Paul on some of his missionary 
journeys) had the Gospel of Mark sitting in front of them and were using it as a reference 
as they wrote their own Gospels.  

• It is believed that Mark is Peter’s account of Jesus’ life and that Mark wrote down the 
account from listening to Peter tell stories about Jesus (perhaps from Peter’s sermons).  

• Mark was the nephew of Barnabas and traveled with Paul and Barnabas on Paul’s first 
missionary journey. But Mark abandoned the journey. Later when Paul and Barnabas 
were about to go on a 2nd missionary journey, Barnabas wanted to take Mark, but Paul 
didn’t. So, Barnabas and Mark went together, and Paul and Silas went together. Later Paul 
and Mark reconcile and Mark travels with Paul again.  

• Mark is the shortest Gospel in length. In fact, there are only 24 verses in all of Mark that 
don’t also appear somewhere in Matthew or Luke.  

• Notice that the Gospel of Mark is all about action. It has fewer of Jesus words, but tells 
story after story of Jesus in rapid fashion.  

• Notice that in Mark the disciples seem to always lack faith and never seem to understand 
who Jesus is until the very end. Compare that to the blind man Jesus heals in Mark 8:22-
26. Note that the blind man can’t see clearly at first … and then later the picture becomes 
clear. That is a picture of the disciple’s faith in Mark – gradual.  
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Quick Facts about the Book of 1 Corinthians: 

• Paul stayed longer with the church in Corinth than he did in any of the other churches he 
started. It was in 55 A.D. (25 years after Jesus’ death) that Paul learned that things were not all 
well in Corinth and wrote to the church there from the city of Ephesus. Paul is very personal 
and straight-forward in this letter because he knew the people of the church so well (contrast 
with Romans where he didn’t know them well at all).  

• Paul wrote several letters to Corinth (at least 4). Remember that his letters existed on scraps 
of papyrus and it wasn’t until 90 AD that they were all collected together. So, some authors 
believe that part of Paul’s letters to the Corinthians got thrown in together when they were 
copied. In 1 Corinthians 5:9 Paul refers to a previous letter he wrote to the church. Some 
scholars believe it is lost. Some believe that part of it is contained in 2 Corinthians 6:13-7:2. 
(Remember, originally there were no verses and chapters – just Paul’s writings grouped 
together.) Then in 2 Corinthians 7:8 Paul refers to a previous “severe” letter that he wrote. 
Some scholars believe it lost – others believe it to be 2 Corinthians 10-13.  

 

 

There are a couple of possibilities with the 4 letters we know Paul wrote to Corinth: 

(1) We have lost the 1st one. The 2nd one is 1 Corinthians. We lost the 3rd (severe) 
letter. The 4th one is 2 Corinthians.  

(2) Letter #1 is 2 Corinthians 6:13-7:2; Letter #2 is 1 Corinthians; Letter #3 is 2 
Corinthians 10-13; and Letter #4 is 2 Corinthians 1-9.  

 

THIS IS ONLY A GUIDE. SELECT THE POINTS YOU WANT TO DISCUSS. 
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THE CHALLENGE OF GENEROSITY 

THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF LIVING IS GENEROUS LIVING 

➢ GENEROUS LIVING MEANS BEING GENEROUS WITH MY TIME.  
The Good Samaritan: Luke 10:30-37 

1 Corinthians 15:58 (NLT) “So, my dear brothers and sisters, be strong and immovable. Always 
work enthusiastically for the Lord, for you know that nothing you do for the Lord is ever useless.”  

➢ GENEROUS LIVING MEANS BEING GENEROUS WITH MY TALENTS.  

Ephesians 2:10 (NCV) “God has made us what we are. In Christ Jesus, God made us to do good 
works, which God planned in advance for us to live our lives doing.”  

1 Corinthians 12:7 (NLT) “A spiritual gift is given to each of us as a means of helping the entire 
church.”  

➢ GENEROUS LIVING MEANS BEING GENEROUS WITH MY TREASURE.  

Matthew 23:23 (TLB) {Jesus} “Yes, woe upon you, Pharisees, and you other religious leaders – 
hypocrites! For you tithe down to the last mint leaf in your garden, but ignore the important things 
– justice and mercy and faith. Yes, you should tithe, but you shouldn’t leave the more important 
things undone either.”  

Matthew 6:19-21 (NLT) “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where they can be eaten by 
moths and get rusty, and where thieves break in and steal. Store your treasures in heaven, where 
they will never become moth-eaten or rusty and where they will be safe from thieves. Wherever 
your treasure is, there your heart and thoughts will also be.”  

➢ GENEROUS LIVING MEANS BEING GENEROUS WITH MY TESTIMONY.  

Acts 26:16 (TLB) {Jesus to Paul} “Now stand up! For I have appeared to you to appoint you as my 
servant and my witness. You are to tell the world about this experience …”  

My Testimony Worksheet (Acts 26) 

My Life Before Becoming a Christian:  
 
 
How I Became a Christian:  
 
 
My Life After Becoming a Christian: 
 
 

Philemon 1:6 (NLT) “You are generous because of your faith. And I am praying that you will really 
put your generosity to work, for in so doing you will come to an understanding of all the good 
things we can do for Christ.” 
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THIS IS ONLY A GUIDE. SELECT THE QUESTIONS YOU WANT TO DISCUSS. 

The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard (Matthew 20) 

1. If you had been one of the first hired workers, how would you have felt at pay time? 

2. How do you feel about recent converts getting the same benefits as you in the kingdom? 

3. Does being gracious to the workers at the eleventh hour equate to being unfair to the 
workers who were hired early in the morning? 

The Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25) 

1. What were the master’s expectations of his servants while he was away? 

2. Why do you think the master became angry with the servant with one talent? 

3. What are some talents either material or immaterial in your life that Jesus expects you to 
steward well and multiply? 

Paul Sails for Rome (Acts 27) 

1. How is God challenging you through the storm of this pandemic and contentious society on 
your way to a destination that you know He wants you to go? 

2. What is the danger of equating comfort with God’s will for your life? 

3. What does it say about God that He would chose to take Paul to Rome as a prisoner on a ship 
that wrecked? 

All Things Working for the Good of Those Who Love Him (Romans 8:28) 

1. How are you seeing things work out for your good through this difficult time even though it 
doesn’t make sense right now? 

2. What situation could this verse be applied to in your life presently? 

3. Why is it important that the verse ends with the phrase “who have been called according to 
his purpose?” 

Being a Living Sacrifice (Romans 12) 

1. What do you hear when Paul says do not conform to the world?  How do we stay engaged 
with our culture and those around us while remaining faithful to this command? 

2. What does it mean to offer your body as a living sacrifice? 

3. What are some ways that you have been able to practice the renewing of your mind? 
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USE THE FOLLOWING DISCUSSION QUESTIONS TO GUIDE YOUR SCRIPTURE 

READINGS THIS WEEK. YOU DO NOT NEED TO WRITE OUT THE ANSWERS TO THESE 

QUESTIONS. WE WILL USE SOME OF THESE QUESTIONS TO GUIDE OUR GROWTH 

GROUP DISCUSSION NEXT WEEK. ALSO, READ AND COMPLETE THE DAILY 

DEVOTIONS.  

John the Baptist Beheaded (Mark 6:14-29) 

1. Why do you think Mark included this flashback to Herod between sending out the disciples 
(v. 6-13) and their return (v. 30-31)? 

2. What do you do when God’s message leaves you puzzled with an ending like this? 

3. What would this story say to someone facing persecution, then and now? 

The Rich Young Ruler (Mark 10: 17-26) 

1. Why do you think Jesus told him to sell everything and give to the poor? 

2. What did the rich young ruler gain by choosing his wealth over Jesus’ command? 

3. What is one thing you can do this week to let go of material things and embrace God’s 
kingdom more fully? 

Marriage (1 Corinthians 7) 

1. What do you consider the most important ingredient in a good marriage and why? 

2. Why should marriage be aspired to? 

3. In what ways can God use singleness for His kingdom? 

Love (1 Corinthians 13) 

1. How does love described here compare to love as typically defined in our culture? 

2. In your opinion, what is the best way to develop the ability to love others? 

3. What from culture do you think illustrates the love described in chapter thirteen (movies, 
books, etc.)? 

DAILY SCRIPTURE READING 

Week #3: Week of September 28 

❑ Day #15 – Monday, September 28 – Read Mark 1-2, Romans 13-15 
❑ Day #16 – Tuesday, September 29 – Read Mark 3-4, Romans 16  
❑ Day #17 – Wednesday, September 30 – Read Mark 5-6, 1 Corinthians 1-2 
❑ Day #18 – Thursday, October 1 – Read Mark 7-8, 1 Corinthians 3-4 
❑ Day #19 – Friday, October 2 – Read Mark 9-10, 1 Corinthians 5-7 
❑ Day #20 – Saturday, October 3 – Read Mark 11-12, 1 Corinthians 8-10 
❑ Day #21 – Sunday, October 4 – Read Mark 13-14, 1 Corinthians 11-13 
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Notes: 
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ICAN: The New Testament (63 sessions/days) 

The ICAN New Testament packet was written by Randolph Romero, Jr. It is incorporated into this 
study packet for the Fall Campaign series “The Radical Challenge of the New Testament.” It will 
assist you in offering you the specific opportunity to read through the New Testament in as little 
as nine weeks. Successfully completing this packet may involve adjustments and some sacrifice. 
Engaging with the New Testament, however, will be extremely valuable. Be excited about the 
opportunity to take the next sixty-three sessions/days to seriously engage with God’s Word.  
 

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 

good work.” – 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV) 

 
The ICAN: The New Testament packet also has a daily devotion for you to read that somehow 
ties into that day’s Scripture reading. The Scriptures used in the devotional are from the 1984 
edition of the New International Version. May the intensity of the challenge ahead be utilized by 
God as He continues to mold you into His likeness.  
 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Starting in Matthew and Acts, you will be 

reading from two different New Testament books for the first fifty-four sessions of this packet. 

The final nine sessions are arranged so as to ensure that you complete all the books from the 

New Testament.   
 

Connecting with God (Prayer): A written prayer influenced by that day’s Scripture 

and/or devotional reading appears for each session. Nevertheless, you are encouraged to follow 

the Spirit’s prompting, including letting your understanding of that day’s reading guide the 

direction your prayer will take. 
 

Acting on my faith (Practical Application): A standard question prompting you to 

explore how you will apply that day’s Scripture will appear for each day’s reading. Each 

session will also have two suggested action steps to make sure your relationship with God is 

active and practical, or prompting you to do further study/research on your own.   
 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal): The first journal question 

will be the same each day. This question deals with what God has revealed to you through that 

day’s Scripture reading and that day’s devotional. A second journal question tying into the 

day’s Scripture and/or devotional reading also appears for each session. Remember to continue 

to use your journal as a place to reflect on how you see God at work in and around your life 

and to express specific reasons you are thankful to God.  
 
There will be plenty for God’s Spirit to reveal to you as you engage with both familiar and 

unfamiliar passages from God’s Word. Be open to what God will teach you as you discipline 

yourself to read the New Testament. 
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DAY #15 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 
A major emphasis in Romans is that righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ. 
Many Christians are also quite aware of the emphasis that there is no condemnation for those 
who are in Christ Jesus. Another emphasis in Romans, however, is to sincerely love fellow 
humans. In fact, love is identified as the fulfillment of the law (Romans 13:10). 
 

“Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, 
for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law.”  

 – Romans 13:8 (NIV) 
 
Even with Romans being the most theological of his letters, towards the closing of his letter Paul 
is certain to give instructions for practical day to day living. Perhaps not too surprisingly, several 
of these words of guidance pertain to relating appropriately with fellow believers. The guidance 
here includes an exhortation to choose to self-limit oneself so as to avoid causing fellow believers 
to stumble (Romans 14:20-21). 
 

“Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind 
not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother’s way.”  

 – Romans 14:13 (NIV) 
 
Where might you be passing judgment inappropriately on fellow believers? 
 

“Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to 
peace and to mutual edification.”  

 – Romans 14:19 (NIV) 
 
In what ways do you pursue relational peace and help others to do the same? 
 

“Each of us should please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.”  
 – Romans 15:2 (NIV) 

In what ways are you building others up? 

“Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted 
you, in order to bring praise to God.”  

 – Romans 15:7(NIV) 

If you are in need of some motivation to persevere in “the continuing debt to love one another”, 
keep in mind Christ’s love and acceptance of you. 

What actions have you taken recently that show you have chosen to love radically like Jesus? 
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DAY 15: MARK/ROMANS 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Mark 1-2, Romans 13-15.  

Connecting with God (Prayer): “Thank You for calling me to You and giving me the opportunity 

to follow You. Allow me to join You in Your work of calling sinners to repentance. Related to this, 
may I be one who loves well. By Your grace, I will clothe myself with the Lord Jesus Christ and 
forsake gratifying the desires of the flesh. While upholding Your standard when and where 
necessary, help me not to pass judgment on disputable matters. Instead, let me be one who 
promotes peace, acceptance, and unity in Your body.” 

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Examine your actions and see if they reveal that you have chosen to love radically like 
Jesus.  

❑ Consider how you can operate as a person who promotes peace and mutual edification 
including making necessary adjustments consistent with the resolve to not put any 
stumbling blocks or obstacles in the way of a fellow believer. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings?  

❑ In what ways have you come to see and experience that love is indeed the fulfillment of 
the law?  

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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DAY #16 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 
In the parable of the sower, one category of scattered seed is that of seed that fell among thorns. 
The thorns come and choke the plant so that the plant does not bear grain (Mark 4:7). I posit that 
much of the seed planted in America falls among the thorns. 
 
While America is what some would consider a post-Christian nation, many resources still go into 
the gospel message being spread. Access to the Bible, God’s Word, is readily available. The 
message continues to be proclaimed. 
 
However, the nature and pace of life seems to choke the vitality out of many people. Those 
hearing the gospel message are quite susceptible to the diluting effects of the worries of this life. 
We need take heed lest we allow the things of this world to choke out the Word.   
 

“Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; but the worries of this life,  
the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word,  

making it unfruitful. Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it,  
and produce a crop—thirty, sixty or even a hundred times what was sown.”  

 – Mark 4:18-20 (NIV) 
 
There is no doubt that God is drawing stalwart men and women of faith to Him in this time and 
place. Presumably, the majority of those God has prompted to read these words here are among 
those who hear and accept the word. As you do indeed accept the word, submitting to its 
guidance and allowing it to transform you, you will indeed produce a crop to the glory of God.  
 
Nevertheless, a warning here is apt. Do not let the worries of this life cause you to shift your eyes 
from Jesus Christ. Submit all your cares to Jesus. Also, watch out for the often dangerous pursuit 
of wealth and other things. Jesus did enjoy life, but he was not led astray by sinful desires. 
 
Christian, remain stalwart in your single-minded devotion to Jesus Christ. 
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DAY 16: MARK/ROMANS 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Mark 3-4, Romans 16.  

Connecting with God (Prayer): “Lord, thank You for the fellowship You provide with Your people. 

May You allow me to be one who expresses love and appreciation of fellow believers. Allow me 
not to fall away from the faith, but to produce a crop pleasing to You. Help me to reject that 
which is evil and to excel in that which is good. May Your Name be glorified in my words and 
deeds.” 

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Consider writing a letter of encouragement to a fellow believer. 

❑ Find a resource/sermon that addresses the parable of the sower. See what additional 
insights you can derive from this resource/sermon. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ What accountability measures do you have (or need to develop) to help you in your effort 
to live a faithful life and avoid allowing the worries of this world to choke out your faith? 

 
______________________________________________________________________________
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DAY #17 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 
Around the time I went on my first mission trip out of the country, 1 Corinthians 2:1-2 were two 
verses that influenced me. Perhaps I needed the reminder to not rely on human wisdom. Dealing 
with people’s concerns and objections is important, but the bottom line emphasis should remain 
what Jesus Christ’s crucifixion (and resurrection) achieves. 
 

“When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I 
proclaimed to you the testimony about God.  For I resolved to know nothing while I 

was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.”  
 – 1 Corinthians 2:1-2 (NIV) 

 
Paul, the writer of 1 Corinthians, was obviously a learned man. He is concerned about God’s Word 
being handled and taught correctly. Paul, however, recognizes that, by human standards, God’s 
prescribed plan may seem foolish and may seem to lack magnificence.  
 

“For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know 
him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those 

who believe. Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we 
preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but 

to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and 
the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than man’s wisdom, and the 

weakness of God is stronger than man’s strength.”  
 – 1 Corinthians 1:21-25 (NIV) 

 
For some of those you will witness to, the gospel message may remain pure foolishness. For 
some, the actual idea that Christ had to be crucified is too much of a hurdle to overcome. 
Nevertheless, take heart because however weak and foolish a Christ who had to undergo 
crucifixion seems, it is the power of God to save us. 
 

“For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”  

 – 1 Corinthians 1:18 (NIV) 
 
Even if you are accused of having a blind faith, continue to preach Christ crucified. Even if people 
wonder how someone like you can believe such ridiculous things, continue to preach Christ 
crucified. Even if you have friends that just do not get Christianity, continue to preach Christ 
crucified. 
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DAY 17: MARK/1 CORINTHIANS 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Mark 5-6, 1 Corinthians 1-2. 

 

Connecting with God (Prayer): “Thank You for revealing Yourself to us as a healer. Thank You for 

setting me on this pathway of healing and a closer walk with You. I ask that You continue to heal 
whatever wounds remain in my heart. May I continue to look to you as Provider and Healer. 
Allow me to continue to see You as faithful as I live for You. Also, allow the Spirit to give me an 
increased expression of spiritual discernment.” 

 

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Attempt to identify examples of how you see 1 Corinthians 1:18, 1 Corinthians 1:23, and 
1 Corinthians 2:14 to be true. 

❑ Consider how you and the Christians around you already preach and can continue/begin 
to preach Christ crucified in word and deed. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ In what ways have you or someone you know experienced the healing touch of Jesus? 

 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________________
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DAY #18 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 
As Mark 8 ends, Jesus begins to speak plainly to the disciples regarding the rejection and suffering 
the Son of Man would face. Jesus also talked about being killed and rising after three days. An 
exchange Jesus had with Peter emphasizes that Jesus’ upcoming death and suffering is of God. 
Jesus then speaks to the crowd, as well as His disciples, emphasizing the sacrifice involved in 
following Him. Jesus also utters strong words against seeking the things of this world. 
 

“For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for 
the gospel will save it. What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his 
soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? If anyone is ashamed of me and 
my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of 

him when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.”  
 – Mark 8:35-38 (NIV) 

 
Thus, instead of going merely after prominence in this world, we should seek after the things of 
God. You and I have the opportunity to engage in work that is pleasing to God. Build on the 
foundation of the crucified and risen Christ that you have come to know. 
 

“For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is 
Jesus Christ. If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, 

wood, hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it 
to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work.” 

 – 1 Corinthians 3:11-13 (NIV) 
 
Work is a beautiful gift from God, even if a measure of pain now accompanies it. Be sure, 
however, that you are engaging in quality work and building with the right material. 
 
May God’s blessings abound on us as we continue to increase in obedient service to Him. 
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DAY 18: MARK/1 CORINTHIANS 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Mark 7-8, 1 Corinthians 3-4. 

Connecting with God (Prayer): “Lord, who ultimately judges, I desire to live a life that is pleasing 

to You. Give me pure motives and allow me to build on the foundation with the right material. 
God, grow me. May You be glorified in the way I live my life. May the way I live my life and the 
words I speak confess that Jesus is Christ. You, Lord, are the boss of my life. Cleanse me inside 
and out. Thank You for not only saving me, but giving me divine power to live a godly life.”  

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Consider researching and finding stories on the persecuted church. Consider beginning 
to pray for brothers and sisters regularly facing vehement persecution. 

❑ Identify any propensity on your part to seek the things of the world over seeking God and 
make any necessary adjustments. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ How faithful have you been with that which God has entrusted to you? 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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DAY #19 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 
It is very easy to become disenchanted with life. Interestingly enough, people with church 
backgrounds can just as easily express discontentment with life. Social inequities, persisting 
physical limitations, and the proliferation of evil are a few of the things that can contribute to 
even Christians expressing despair.  
 
Plain and simple, a person may become discontent with the lot in life he or she has received. A 
positive is that discontentment often reminds such a person that there is more to life than the 
present age. Consequently, such a person is enabled to live in light of the hope of heaven and to 
embrace God’s eternal purposes.  
 
A potential negative consequence, however, is that such a person can become restless and 
actually express a rebellious heart that is displeasing to God. Scripture teaches that we are to be 
content and faithful in the place in life God has assigned us. 
 

“Nevertheless, each one should retain the place in life that the 
Lord assigned to him and to which God has called him. This is the 

rule I lay down in all the churches.”  
 – 1 Corinthians 7:17 (NIV) 

 
In 1 Corinthians 7, Paul actually strongly emphasizes that the situation in life you find yourself in 
can be viewed as a calling. While it is okay to improve one’s social standing, this is secondary to 
one’s standing in Christ. Whatever situation in life or strata of society we find ourselves in, as 
Christians, we can live contentedly and obediently in those circumstances. 
 

“Each one should remain in the situation which he was in when God 
called him. Were you a slave when you were called? Don’t let it trouble 
you – although if you can gain your freedom, do so. For he who was a 
slave when he was called by the Lord is the Lord’s freedman; similarly, 

he who was a free man when he was called is Christ’s slave.” 
 – 1 Corinthians 7:20-22 (NIV) 

 
Christian, whatever your life circumstances, take joy in the fact God has saved you. Then, go a 
step further and allow yourself to see the assigned place in life you presently possess as an 
opportunity to live out God’s calling on your life. 
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DAY 19: MARK/1 CORINTHIANS 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Mark 9-10, 1 Corinthians 5-7. 

Connecting with God (Prayer): “No matter where I am at in life, please enable me to be one who 

keeps Your commandments. I desire to honor You with my body. Thank You for sanctifying me 
and allowing me to live in sincerity and truth. Furthermore, continue to allow me to excel in the 
grace of expressing a servant’s heart. As You continue to convict me of sin, give me the strength 
to reject such sin in the future. Thank You for loving me, Almighty God.” 

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Identify any sinful habits or tendencies that need to be cut out of your life.  

❑ Spend extended time in God’s presence praising and thanking Him for washing, 
sanctifying, and justifying you. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ How are you able to live out God’s calling on your life in the season of life you find 
yourself in presently? 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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DAY #20 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 
 
Many Christians have learned to pray to God that they would not be led into temptation. 
Christians around the world, similar to the psalmist in Psalm 19, pray that they would be cleansed 
from hidden, secret faults and kept back from presumptuous, willful sins. Furthermore, as part 
of developing the discipline characteristic of those who desire to live lives worthy of the calling 
they have received, Christians train themselves to reject patterns of living that leave them 
susceptible to temptation.  
 
Nevertheless, temptations do come to all humanity.  Christians throughout the world and 
throughout the ages have faced temptation.  We must recognize this fact and be ready to stand 
firm in those instances in which temptation does arrive.  However, instead of falling, we can 
indeed stand up under temptation because God is faithful. 
 

“So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall! No temptation 
has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let 

you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also 
provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.”  

 – 1 Corinthians 10:12-13 (NIV) 
 
Christian, recognize that being tempted is not a sin. While Satan will utilize temptation in an 
attempt to draw you into sin, as you endure temptation you also have the opportunity to emerge 
with a refined and maturing faith. By God’s grace, make the choice to take the way out that God 
will provide when temptation is allowed to come your way. 
 
Take time to reflect on the amazing comfort and solid promise contained in 1 Corinthians 10:12-
13. In fact, you may want to memorize these verses and see how dwelling on this aspect of God’s 
Word will help you fare the next time temptation arrives.  
 
Remember, the faithful God you serve will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. 
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DAY 20: MARK/1 CORINTHIANS 
 

 
 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Mark 11-12, 1 Corinthians 8-10. 

Connecting with God (Prayer): “Help me to have a robust faith. Help me to be one who loves you 

with all of who I am. Help me to not be a stumbling block to the weak. Instead, may I show grace 
and mercy to others. Furthermore, will You allow me to operate in such a way that You use my 
life to help draw others into relationship with You. May I indeed be one who obediently seeks 
the good of others.” 

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Attempt to build on common ground between you and another person you hope to win 
to Christ for the sake of the gospel.  

❑ Identify any situations in which you have seen it to be true that “knowledge puffs up, but 
love builds up.” Proceed to discern any lessons for life that emerge from the situations 
you identify. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ How are you currently doing at giving “to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is 
God’s”? 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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DAY #21 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 
Sadness permeated the room as Jesus had just shared with his disciples that one of the Twelve 
eating with him would betray him.  Jesus, however, would also utilize this Passover meal to 
institute what is referred to as the Lord’s Supper.  While not quite yet, in the days/years to come 
the apostles/church would recognize Christ as the Passover Lamb of the New Covenant. 
  

“While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it  
to his disciples, saying, ‘Take it; this is my body.’  Then he took the cup, gave thanks  
and offered it to them, and they all drank from it. ‘This is my blood of the covenant,  

which is poured out for many,’ he said to them. ‘I tell you the truth,  
I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day 

when I drink it anew in the kingdom of God.’”  
 – Mark 14:22-25 (NIV) 

 
To this day, observance of the Lord’s Supper is a crucial component of worship as a proclamation 
of what Jesus has done. Throughout the ages, Christians have partaken of the bread and cup as 
reminders of Jesus’ broken body and shed blood. 
 
Paul passed on the observance of the Lord’s Supper to the Corinthians. There is disagreement 
among scholars whether Paul received the Lord’s Supper by direct revelation or if it was passed 
on through others as he himself had passed it on to the Corinthians. Nevertheless, this crucial 
remembrance Jesus commanded was being passed on as the gospel message spread. 
 

“For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus,  
on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it  

and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.’  
In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new  

covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.’  
For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you  

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”  
 – 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 (NIV) 

 
Thank God that He has allowed us to receive the Lord’s Supper as an ordinance by which we 
remember and proclaim Christ crucified and risen. 
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DAY 21: MARK/1 CORINTHIANS 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Matthew 13-14, 1 Corinthians 11-13. 

Connecting with God (Prayer): “Thank You, God, for loving me and making me. Furthermore, 

thank You for strategically placing me in Your body. Allow me to both appreciate the other 
members of the body and faithfully execute the role You have for me. Also, thank You for the gift 
of the Lord’s Supper. As we share in communion in remembrance of You, we are able to 
appreciate Your broken body and shed blood. Thank You for allowing us to be partakers of the 
New Covenant and reconciling us unto You.”  

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Consider how you can encourage a specific believer in your church family to make positive 
contributions to the body of Christ.  

❑ Take time to explore your current understanding of both the theological significance and 
personal significance of the Lord’s Supper. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ What are your current attitudes as it pertains to both corporate worship and personal 
worship? 
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DAILY SCRIPTURE READING 
 
 
 
 
PREVIOUS WEEK …  

Week #2: Week of September 21 

❑ Day #8 – Monday, September 21 – Read Matthew 15-16, Acts 22-24 
❑ Day #9 – Tuesday, September 22 – Read Matthew 17-18, Acts 25-27 
❑ Day #10 – Wednesday, September 23 – Read Matthew 19-20, Acts 28  
❑ Day #11 – Thursday, September 24 – Read Matthew 21-22, Romans 1-3 
❑ Day #12 – Friday, September 25 – Read Matthew 23-24, Romans 4-6 
❑ Day #13 – Saturday, September 26 – Read Matthew 25-26, Romans 7-9 
❑ Day #14 – Sunday, September 27 – Read Matthew 27-28, Romans 10-12 

 
 
CURRENT WEEK …  

Week #3: Week of September 28 

❑ Day #15 – Monday, September 28 – Read Mark 1-2, Romans 13-15 
❑ Day #16 – Tuesday, September 29 – Read Mark 3-4, Romans 16  
❑ Day #17 – Wednesday, September 30 – Read Mark 5-6, 1 Corinthians 1-2 
❑ Day #18 – Thursday, October 1 – Read Mark 7-8, 1 Corinthians 3-4 
❑ Day #19 – Friday, October 2 – Read Mark 9-10, 1 Corinthians 5-7 
❑ Day #20 – Saturday, October 3 – Read Mark 11-12, 1 Corinthians 8-10 
❑ Day #21 – Sunday, October 4 – Read Mark 13-14, 1 Corinthians 11-13 

 
 
NEXT WEEK …  

Week #4: Week of October 5 

❑ Day #22 – Monday, October 5 – Read Mark 15-16, 1 Corinthians 14-16 
❑ Day #23 – Tuesday, October 6 – Read Luke 1-2, 2 Corinthians 1-3 
❑ Day #24 – Wednesday, October 7 – Read Luke 3, 2 Corinthians 4-6 
❑ Day #25 – Thursday, October 8 – Read Luke 4, 2 Corinthians 7-9 
❑ Day #26 – Friday, October 9 – Read Luke 5, 2 Corinthians 10-11 
❑ Day #27 – Saturday, October 10 – Read Luke 6, 2 Corinthians 12-13  
❑ Day #28 – Sunday, October 11 – Read Luke 7, Galatians 1-3 

 
 
 


