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Open your group with a prayer. 
 
 
Memory Verse: “For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-

edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our 
innermost thoughts and desires.” – Hebrews 4:12 (NLT) 

 
 

Quick Facts about the Book of Matthew: 

• Written by one of Jesus’ disciples – Matthew (who was a tax collector) 

• Originally believed to be the first Gospel – though now many scholars believe Mark is the 
oldest. Was written in the first century AD and was completed within a few decades of 
Jesus’ death. It is a very fresh history. 

• Matthew wrote to a Jewish audience (whereas Luke wrote to a very Greek audience). 
Note the many references to Old Testament prophecy (very important to Jews) and that 
the genealogy in Matthew 1 only goes back to Abraham (the Father of the Israelite 
people). Luke’s genealogy goes all the way back to Adam to emphasize Jesus’ universal 
impact. 

• The famous Sermon on the Mount is found in Matthew 5-7 

Quick Facts about the Book of Acts: 

• Really called the Acts of the Apostles (those who saw the resurrected Jesus) 

• Best history of the early church – from a handful of believers in Jerusalem to 5,000 in just 
a short time to having Christianity spread across Asia Minor and into Europe in less than 
one generation. Unprecedented spread of a faith by a persecuted people through 
peaceful means. 

• First half focuses on Peter. The last half focuses on Paul and his journeys. 

• Written by Luke who was a doctor and went with Paul on several of his mission trips.  

• Acts is really Part II of the Gospel of Luke (continues the story). To be read later this Fall. 

 
 
 
 

THIS IS ONLY A GUIDE. SELECT THE POINTS YOU WANT TO DISCUSS. 
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Getting the Most Out of The Radical Challenge of the NT 

“Teach us to number our days and recognize how few they are; help us to spend them as we 
should.” – Psalm 90:12 (TLB) 

➢ COMMIT THE CHALLENGE TO GOD.  

Proverbs 16:3 (NLT) “Commit your actions to the Lord, and your plans will succeed.”  

What might possibly get in the way of you making a full commitment to the challenge?  

What will a successful challenge look like for you?  

➢ COMPLETE THE READINGS EACH DAY.  

Hebrews 4:12 (NLT) “For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest 
two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our 
innermost thoughts and desires.”  

What are you expecting to get out of the reading of the New Testament in 63 days?  

Is there a book in the New Testament you are especially looking forward to reading? 

➢ CONTRIBUTE FULLY TO MY GROWTH GROUP.  

Romans 12:4-5 (NLT) “Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function, 
so it is with Christ’s body. We are many parts of one body, and we all belong to each other.”  

What can your group pray with you about during this study?  

What “body part” are you in your growth group? Share with each other what you feel is the 
best contribution of the other members of your group.  

➢ CONTINUE ATTENDING SUNDAY SERVICES.  

Hebrews 10:25 (NLT) “And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but 
encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near.”  

Acts 5:42a (NIV) “(They met) day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house…”  

Which of the themes in the New Testament we will cover interests you the most? Why?  

(Love, Generosity, Perseverance, Servanthood, Forgiveness, Godliness, Obedience, Eternity) 

➢ CALL UPON GOD TO GROW ME.  

Romans 8:29a (NLT) “For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become like 
his Son…”  

What will it take for God to bring about transformation in your life through this study?  

Share some of the areas you would like to see God grow you in.  

MY AREAS OF GROWTH 
 



THE RADICAL CHALLENGE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 
 

A-3 
 

USE THE FOLLOWING DISCUSSION QUESTIONS TO GUIDE YOUR SCRIPTURE 

READINGS THIS WEEK. YOU DO NOT NEED TO WRITE OUT THE ANSWERS TO THESE 

QUESTIONS. WE WILL USE SOME OF THESE QUESTIONS TO GUIDE OUR GROWTH 

GROUP DISCUSSION NEXT WEEK. ALSO, READ AND COMPLETE THE DAILY 

DEVOTIONS.  

 

Discussion Questions for Monday, September 14 

1. What do you know about your genealogy?  What would you like to discover about it?  
(Matthew 1 – Genealogy) 

2. From Joseph’s responsiveness of going to Egypt what do you learn about faith and 
obedience?  How long would it take you to say “yes” if God asked you to relocate?  
(Matthew 2 – Jesus and family relocating) 

3. What have been your best experiences in group prayer?  How is praying with others for a 
common mission different from private prayer about your individual concerns? (Acts 1 – 
Disciples praying) 

4. Have you traveled and you didn’t speak the language?  What happened? (Acts 2 – Pentecost) 

5. As the cripple, what would you write as a diary entry for a typical day?  When Peter grabs 
your hand?  After the healing? (Acts 3 – Healing of the crippled man) 

Discussion Questions for Tuesday, September 15 

1. Who has been a John the Baptist in your life?  How did he or she prepare you to meet Jesus?  
Is there someone who is pointing you to Jesus as you consider Him? (Matt. 3) 

2. What persecution have you experienced due to your faith?  How did you take it? (Acts 4) 

3. Which responsibility at home or work would you gladly give up?  Never give up? (Acts 6 – 
Apostles choose 12 people to carry out ministry of the church … what does this say about 
who should do the ministry of the church – the pastors or the members?) 

Discussion Questions for Wednesday, September 16 

1. This past week, did you feel more blessed or stressed?  What can you do to be more focused 
on God’s blessings in your life? (Matthew 5 – Sermon on the Mount) 

2. What causes you the most worry in this pandemic?  What is God saying to you through this 
passage about handling your particular worry or disappointment? (Matthew 6 – Sermon on 
the Mount) 

3. How did the Lord first get your attention?  Was it in some dramatic event or something more 
subtle? (Acts 9 – Saul’s conversion on the road to Damascus) 
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Discussion Questions for Thursday, September 17 

1. Describe a time when you saw a despised or neglected person receive a surprising amount of 
love and respect. (Matthew 8) 

2. What are some reasons we reject or avoid certain people? How can we show acceptance of 
those who are different culturally, politically, or racially? (Acts 10 – Peter and Cornelius) 

Discussion Questions for Friday, September 18 

1. What is the longest distance you have hiked or hitchhiked?  

2. What was one of the biggest misunderstandings about Christianity you had to overcome 
before you could believe? (Acts 14) 

3. What were some of the expected, extra-biblical rules you were supposed to follow in the 
church where you grew up? When you became a Christian? (Acts 15) 

Discussion Questions for Saturday, September 19 

1. In what specific way can you be an encourager to someone in church leadership?  In your 
family?  Among your friends? (Matthew 11) 

2. What is one habit or behavior you do which totally annoys others around you? (Matt 12) 

3. Where do you have an “open door” for ministry now:  In your home?  School? Work?  
Community?  How will you take advantage of it? (Acts 15) 

Discussion Questions for Sunday, September 20 

1. Can you see and hear Jesus at work in today’s world?  If so, how? (Matthew 13) 

2. If you fed five thousand people at a picnic, what would you serve? (Matthew 14) 

3. What places are you afraid to go to during the pandemic? How can you live out the truth of 
the gospel in today’s divisive and overly sensitive society?  

 

DAILY SCRIPTURE READING 

Week #1: Week of September 14 

❑ Day #1 – Monday, September 14 – Read Matthew 1-2, Acts 1-3 
❑ Day #2 – Tuesday, September 15 – Read Matthew 3-4, Acts 4-6 
❑ Day #3 – Wednesday, September 16 – Read Matthew 5-6, Acts 7-9 
❑ Day #4 – Thursday, September 17 – Read Matthew 7-8, Acts 10-12 
❑ Day #5 – Friday, September 18 – Read Matthew 9-10, Acts 13-15 
❑ Day #6 – Saturday, September 19 – Read Matthew 11-12, Acts 16-18 
❑ Day #7 – Sunday, September 20 – Read Matthew 13-14, Acts 19-21 
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ICAN: The New Testament (63 sessions/days) 

The ICAN New Testament packet was written by Randolph Romero, Jr. It is incorporated into this 
study packet for the Fall Campaign series “The Radical Challenge of the New Testament.” It will 
assist you in offering you the specific opportunity to read through the New Testament in as little 
as nine weeks. Successfully completing this packet may involve adjustments and some sacrifice. 
Engaging with the New Testament, however, will be extremely valuable. Be excited about the 
opportunity to take the next sixty-three sessions/days to seriously engage with God’s Word.  
 

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 

good work.” – 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV) 

 
The ICAN: The New Testament packet also has a daily devotion for you to read that somehow 
ties into that day’s Scripture reading. The Scriptures used in the devotional are from the 1984 
edition of the New International Version. May the intensity of the challenge ahead be utilized by 
God as He continues to mold you into His likeness.  
 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Starting in Matthew and Acts, you will be 

reading from two different New Testament books for the first fifty-four sessions of this packet. 

The final nine sessions are arranged so as to ensure that you complete all the books from the 

New Testament.   
 

Connecting with God (Prayer): A written prayer influenced by that day’s Scripture 

and/or devotional reading appears for each session. Nevertheless, you are encouraged to follow 

the Spirit’s prompting, including letting your understanding of that day’s reading guide the 

direction your prayer will take. 
 

Acting on my faith (Practical Application): A standard question prompting you to 

explore how you will apply that day’s Scripture will appear for each day’s reading. Each 

session will also have two suggested action steps to make sure your relationship with God is 

active and practical, or prompting you to do further study/research on your own.   
 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal): The first journal question 

will be the same each day. This question deals with what God has revealed to you through that 

day’s Scripture reading and that day’s devotional. A second journal question tying into the 

day’s Scripture and/or devotional reading also appears for each session. Remember to continue 

to use your journal as a place to reflect on how you see God at work in and around your life 
and to express specific reasons you are thankful to God.  
 
There will be plenty for God’s Spirit to reveal to you as you engage with both familiar and 

unfamiliar passages from God’s Word. Be open to what God will teach you as you discipline 

yourself to read the New Testament. 
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DAY #1 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 

“She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins.” – Matthew 1:21 (NIV) 

 
Matthew, one of the four Gospels, is an exciting book of the Bible strongly emphasizing that Jesus 
is the virgin-born Savior-King sent in fulfillment of prophecy. Acts can be considered a book 
exploring how the church, empowered by the Holy Spirit, continues in Jesus’ name to preach 
repentance and forgiveness of sins for all people, first the Jew then the Gentile.  
 
Early on in both Matthew and Acts we come across powerful verses that assert God’s redemptive 
plan. In Matthew 1:21, the angel pronounces to Joseph that the son Mary will give birth to will 
save His people from their sins. This child is to be named Jesus, which simply means “The Lord 
saves.”  
 
In Acts, the scene opens with an assertion that this same Jesus, who had previously been 
crucified, had risen. Over a period of 40 days Jesus spoke about the kingdom of God and gave 
many convincing proofs that He was indeed alive. 
 
Jesus’ final words before He returns to heaven are those we read in Acts 1:8. His followers who 
remained would receive power from the Holy Spirit and be witnesses to the ends of the earth. 
 
As you embark on this endeavor to read the New Testament, consider to what extent and in what 
ways you intentionally are witnessing for Christ. Consider how over the next few weeks, and even 
specifically today, you can be one to shine the love of Christ to all and proclaim to others that 
Jesus saves.  
 
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” – Acts 1:8 (NIV) 
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DAY 1: MATTHEW/ACTS 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Matthew 1-2, Acts 1-3.  

Connecting with God (Prayer): “God, thank You for loving me and making me. Thank You for 

sending Jesus to save us from our sins. May I be one who always shows love and gratefulness to 
You, God, the One who saves. Furthermore, enable me to be a faithful witness at home and 
wherever You send me.”  

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Explore ways you can help your church family emulate the aspects of fellowship 
mentioned in Acts 2:42-47.  

❑ Consider researching resources that give insight into the significance of the genealogies 
of Jesus Christ. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings?  

❑ What is the nature of the current witness of Christ you are giving to the people around 
you?  

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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DAY #2 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 
As Acts 4 opens, we see Peter and John seized and put into prison as, after a specific instance of 
Peter and John healing a man crippled from birth, the religious leaders are greatly disturbed by 
these same two men proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. We also see, however, 
the number of men who accept this message has enlarged to about five thousand.  
 
After the two spend a night in prison, the religious leaders question Peter and John. Peter and 
John respond courageously and the religious leaders show they are definitely threatened by the 
teaching done in the name of Jesus.  
 

“Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at  
all in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John replied, ‘Judge for yourselves  

whether it is right in God's sight to obey you rather than God. For we cannot  
help speaking about what we have seen and heard.’”  

 – Acts 4:18-20 (NIV) 
 
Christian, is it true that what overflows from your heart and mouth is praise regarding how you 
have seen God at work in and around your life? Does it take a major effort on your part to NOT 
share the wonderful truths you have heard from God’s Word?  
 
Even in the face of threats, God’s people, led by the examples of Peter and John, continued to 
pray, heal, show Christian love, and proclaim the message of new life. As the apostles continued 
being obedient, they once again found themselves arrested and put in jail. This time the leaders 
had the apostles flogged. The apostles, however, rejoiced because they had been counted worthy 
of suffering disgrace for Jesus Christ (Acts 5:41). Not only in word, but in deed as well, the apostles 
proclaimed: “We must obey God rather than men (Acts 5:29)!”  
 
You may not have opposition to the extent the early church did or our fellow brothers and sisters 
in Christ being persecuted worldwide. Nevertheless, prayerfully resolve to live all out for Jesus 
including continually proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ.  
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DAY 2: MATTHEW/ACTS 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Matthew 3-4, Acts 4-6.  

Connecting with God (Prayer): “Thank You for Your precious Word. Teach me to cherish it and 

understand it more. Please allow me to utilize Your Word appropriately when I am tempted to 
do wrong. Just like Jesus modeled, may I have an appropriate understanding of God’s character 
and Scripture to help me make decisions that are pleasing in Your sight. May I truly be one that 
worships and serves You only. Also, give me a fearlessness that allows me to testify to Your name 
even when opposition would operate so as to shut me up or tarnish my witness.”  

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Take time to identify if you are showing inappropriate favoritism to certain people you 
interact with.  If applicable, prayerfully identify and enact a solution that renders fairer 
treatment for all. 

❑ Identify what situations in your life in which the temptation to do wrong is particularly 
strong. Proceed to develop a strategy for either completely avoiding such tempting 
situations or how to avoid giving in to temptation when in a similar situation once again. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ At this present time in your walk with God, how easy is it for you to be one who obeys 
God rather than men? 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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DAY #3 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 
I could see it in her eyes. My mother was perturbed and about to get mad. I do not know if at 
that age I already knew the divisive power God’s Word could have or not, but I suppose I was 
about to learn. All I had done was quote the latter part of Matthew 6:24 which, in some 
translations, reads, “You cannot serve God and Mammon.”  
 
Mammon is a transliteration of an Aramaic word that means “wealth” or “riches.” It often gets 
translated as “money” or “material possessions.”   
 
Fortunately for me, my mother was not disappointed that I was already on a trajectory to serve 
God as opposed to money. Rather, my mother thought I had said, “You cannot serve God and my 
Mom.” Too bad Mom was not an expert in Aramaic.  
 
But cute, or not so cute, story aside, the challenges Jesus has for us in the Sermon on the Mount 
can strike to the core. As many of us are inclined to embrace some aspect of the American Dream 
or strive to be affluent, Matthew 6:24 is no exception.  
 

“No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love  
the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.  

You cannot serve both God and Money.”  
 – Matthew 6:24 (NIV) 

 
Do recognize the importance of stewardship which involves proper management of that which 
God has entrusted to us, including money. The Scriptures do encourage utilizing money properly 
including wisely saving and carefully investing it. However, we cannot let ourselves be mastered 
by wealth.  
 
Consider today what your use of money reveals about where your treasure is. Do you view money 
more as a tool to utilize in your service of God, or is an eagerness to be rich threatening to choke 
out your faith?  
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DAY 3: MATTHEW/ACTS 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Matthew 5-6, Acts 7-9. 

 

Connecting with God (Prayer): “Lord, I thank You for how You work to draw people to You. I 

marvel both at how we experience Your presence today and how You were at work in the early 
church.  I thank You for Your precious teaching that reminds me to reject hypocrisy. Help me to 
express boldness in my faith as I continue to live for You.” 

 

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Assess to what extent your righteousness/good deeds are done in obedience to God or 
for the praise of men.  What strengths to capitalize on, or weaknesses to address, does 
your assessment reveal? 

❑ Consider how you can help someone in your circle of friends or in your church family who 
may be an outcast of sorts to become better connected with others. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ How well are you doing at managing that which God has entrusted to you? 

 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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DAY #4 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 
“While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. 

The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy 
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles.” – Acts 10:44-45 (NIV) 

 
What an amazing moment in history. Moments later, these Gentiles are baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ. God divinely operates to show that salvation is for Gentiles as well. Peter and 
company could not deny God was at work as the Holy Spirit was poured out on these Gentile 
believers similarly as the Holy Spirit was poured out in Jerusalem back in Acts 2.  
 
In Acts 10, a Roman centurion, named Cornelius, has a vision instructing him to send men to get 
Peter. Meanwhile, God allows Peter a vision that effectively prepares Peter to receive the 
Gentiles as guests and to go with them the next day. A fundamental shift arrived: God had shown 
Peter that he should not call any man impure or unclean (Acts 10:28).  
 
The Scripture witness does not indicate this, but I imagine that Peter may have recalled another 
incident involving a centurion that occurred when Jesus was walking this earth. In Matthew 8:5-
13, we encounter a story in which a centurion with a paralyzed servant comes to Jesus for help. 
Jesus indicated that he would go and heal the servant, but the centurion simply says for Jesus to 
say the word and his servant would be healed.  
 
“When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those following him, ‘I tell you the truth, I 
have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. I say to you that many will come from the 

east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
 in the kingdom of heaven.’” – Matthew 8:10-11 (NIV) 

 
Glory to God that by His grace the many from the east and the west includes Gentiles. Praise God 
that in Jesus Christ we all can be clean and approach the throne of grace with confidence. Take 
time in prayer to thank God for granting you repentance unto life.  
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DAY 4: MATTHEW/ACTS 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Matthew 7-8, Acts 10-12. 

Connecting with God (Prayer): “God, thank You for Your grace that cleanses us. All humanity can 

potentially be restored unto You. I pray that You allow me to build my life on Your solid 
foundation as I put Your Word into practice. May my life be one that cooperates with Your plan 
including giving me the boldness to proclaim Your gospel message fearlessly. Allow me to have a 
vibrant faith and to express persistence in prayer.”  

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Take time to think about the quality of the fruit your life is producing. 

❑ Evaluate how ready you are to take advantage of opportunities to provide help, in accord 
with your ability, for brothers and sisters who are going through distressful, meager, or 
otherwise challenging times. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ In what ways might you be inappropriately judging others and/or calling unclean that 
which God has made clean? 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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DAY #5 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 
The gospel message can have a polarizing effect. Some of us know that all too well. When God 
claims a life, that person is to follow Him wholeheartedly. Sometimes that means being rejected 
by our own family members. In some instances, especially if your family is encouraging you to 
disown Jesus Christ, I guess we really cannot serve both God and Mom.  
 

“Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone  
who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and anyone who  

does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds his life will  
lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.”  

 – Matthew 10:37-39 (NIV) 
 
Fortunately, we recognize that God often brings households to faith in Him and we can pray in 
that direction. Fortunately, the conversion of one single believer can lead to that believer 
providing a witness eventually yielding fruit that extends to that believer’s household. Never 
grow weary of earnestly praying for the non-believers in your family and responding to the Holy 
Spirit’s promptings to witness to them.  
 
Nevertheless, do recognize that even as God allows you an inner peace that surpasses all 
understanding (Phil 4:7), that Jesus honestly asserts the polarizing effect of unrest in your family 
His claim on your life may have (Matt 10:34-36). It may be costly, but your citizenship is in heaven. 
Take solace in the fact that those who acknowledge Jesus publicly here on earth will be 
acknowledged by Jesus before the Father in heaven (Matt 10:32).  
 
Furthermore, even as you do indeed earnestly pray for all who are close to you to come to Jesus 
Christ, be willing to take steps to strengthen your bonds with your spiritual family. Intentionally 
build solid relationships with your brothers and sisters in Christ as you resolve to stand firm to 
the end in Christ.  
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DAY 5: MATTHEW/ACTS 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Matthew 9-10, Acts 13-15. 

Connecting with God (Prayer): “Lord, I pray that You would send more workers into Your harvest 

field.  Provide Your people godly leaders that follow hard after You.  In fact, allow me to be a 
faithful worker who operates boldly in Your Name even if I am a sheep among wolves.  Give me 
the desire and fortitude to lose my life for Your sake.  In my weakness may You be shown strong 
as You enable me to take up my cross daily and follow You.” 

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Identify persons in the near future whom you will encourage to remain true to the faith 
and to continue in the grace of God (even in spite of any discouragement or opposition 
they may be facing).  

❑ Think over the past week or two and assess how well you think a neutral observer would 
say you are doing at acknowledging Christ. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ What types of feelings emerge when you read a passage like Matthew 10:32-39? 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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DAY #6 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 
In both chapters 11 and 12 of Matthew, we see skepticism expressed about the identity of Jesus. 
John the Baptist actually sends men to inquire if Jesus is the one to come or if they should expect 
someone else (Matt 11:2-3). The Pharisees say Jesus is only able to drive out demons by the 
power of Beelzebub (Matt 12:24). Nevertheless, Jesus’ authority in the kingdom as supported by 
the Father, the Holy Spirit, and how Jesus Himself fulfills prophecy (Matt 11:27; Matt 12:28; Matt 
11:4-5) emerges clearly in the Gospel account.  
 
In Acts, God’s plan for the advancement of the Gospel continues. By this point, humanly speaking, 
the focus has shifted to Paul and his missionary journeys. In Acts 16, we find Paul and Silas in 
prison and praising God when a violent earthquake causes the prison doors to open and the 
chains of the prisoners to loosen. Before the awakened jailer can commit suicide, Paul asserts 
they are all there. Another household would soon come under the authority and lordship of Jesus 
Christ.  
 

“At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds;  
then immediately he and all his family were baptized. The jailer brought  

them into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because  
he had come to believe in God—he and his whole family.”  

 – Acts 16:33-34 (NIV) 
 
As Matthew 12 ends, Jesus takes advantage of a teaching moment. He continues to emphasize 
that allegiance to God and citizenship in the kingdom of heaven supersedes any earthly ties. Once 
again, Jesus as king has authority in kingdom life. Nevertheless, at the exact same time Jesus 
asserts that those who do the will of the Father in heaven are to be viewed as family. Obedience 
is indeed crucial, but our walks with Christ are not to be exercises in legalism or expressions of 
empty religion. Rather, disciples of Jesus are denoted by the intimate relationship they have with 
Him.  
 

“Pointing to his disciples, he said, ‘Here are my mother and my  
brothers. For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven  

is my brother and sister and mother.’”  
 – Matthew 12:49-50 (NIV) 

 
What evidences in your life show that you are indeed part of the family of God? 
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DAY 6: MATTHEW/ACTS 
 

 
 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Matthew 11-12, Acts 16-18. 

Connecting with God (Prayer): “Lord, allow me to be one who praises You regardless of the 

circumstances.  In plenty and in need, may I live all out for You.  In ease or distress, may I be one 
who continues to praise You.  Continue to reveal Yourself to me so I can know You more.  Thank 
You for claiming my life and drawing me into Your family.” 

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Assess what your speech reveals about your heart and what you are storing in it.  

❑ Consider researching resources that address and support the historicity of Jesus Christ. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ What is a challenging situation you have faced in which your praise and worship of the 
Lord remained constant, or even intensified, perhaps surprising those around you (or 
even yourself)? 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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DAY #7 DEVOTIONAL 

 
 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls.  
When he found one of great value, he went away and sold  

everything he had and bought it.”  
 – Matthew 13:45-46 (NIV) 

 
One of the truths Jesus illustrated in the parables He began teaching His disciples pertained to 
how immensely valuable the kingdom is. My friends, we should not take salvation lightly. You 
and I have the opportunity to be completely sold out for God in obedient service to Him.  
 
Paul was definitely one who grasped this truth. Paul gave all of who he was to communicating 
the gospel. As part of a farewell to the Ephesian elders, Paul emphasized that he did not hesitate 
to proclaim to them the whole will of God (Acts 20:27). Moments earlier, Paul had asserted that 
he was completely committed to completing the task the Lord had set before him.  
 

“However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the  
race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the  

task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace.”  
 – Acts 20:24 (NIV) 

 
How are you investing your life so as to fulfill the tasks God has given you? How are you using 
your gifts and talents to help equip God’s church? What sacrifices are you willing to make in being 
wholeheartedly sold out to Christ?  
 

“Then Paul answered, ‘Why are you weeping and breaking my heart?  
I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die in Jerusalem  

for the name of the Lord Jesus.’”  
 – Acts 21:13 (NIV) 

 
Perhaps not all of us will be allowed the gift of being imprisoned or killed specifically due to being 
Christ followers. However, even as we prayerfully resolve in advance to be faithful unto the 
death, all Christians have the opportunity to live lives that are wonderful testaments to the gospel 
of God’s grace.  
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DAY 7: MATTHEW/ACTS 
 

 

Investigating God’s Word (Passage): Read Matthew 13-14, Acts 19-21. 

Connecting with God (Prayer): “Lord, may You allow me to hear Your word, understand it, and 

produce a crop to Your glory. Allow me to be able to express a faith that allows me to do whatever 
You require of me, even if it were walking on water. In an often seemingly unstable world, may 
people consistently see You at work in, around, and through my life. Allow me to be one to finish 
the race well. Whatever trials come my way, enable me to be one who holds firm to the end.”  

Acting on my faith (Practical Application):  

❑ How might God want you to apply today’s Scripture reading to your life? 

❑ Take time to explore, identify, and/or clarify the nature of God’s calling on your life and/or 
the task He has given you.  To the best of your ability, put your conclusions down in 
writing.  

❑ Identify 3-6 insights about the kingdom of heaven you are able to discern from the 
parables in Matthew 13. 

Noticing God’s activity in my life (Personal Journal):  

❑ What has God revealed to you through today’s Scripture and devotional readings? 

❑ How is the life you are living a testament to the gospel of God’s grace? 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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DAILY SCRIPTURE READING 
 
 
CURRENT WEEK …  

Week #1: Week of September 14 

❑ Day #1 – Monday, September 14 – Read Matthew 1-2, Acts 1-3 
❑ Day #2 – Tuesday, September 15 – Read Matthew 3-4, Acts 4-6 
❑ Day #3 – Wednesday, September 16 – Read Matthew 5-6, Acts 7-9 
❑ Day #4 – Thursday, September 17 – Read Matthew 7-8, Acts 10-12 
❑ Day #5 – Friday, September 18 – Read Matthew 9-10, Acts 13-15 
❑ Day #6 – Saturday, September 19 – Read Matthew 11-12, Acts 16-18 
❑ Day #7 – Sunday, September 20 – Read Matthew 13-14, Acts 19-21 

 
 
NEXT WEEK …  

Week #2: Week of September 21 

❑ Day #8 – Monday, September 21 – Read Matthew 15-16, Acts 22-24 
❑ Day #9 – Tuesday, September 22 – Read Matthew 17-18, Acts 25-27 
❑ Day #10 – Wednesday, September 23 – Read Matthew 19-20, Acts 28  
❑ Day #11 – Thursday, September 24 – Read Matthew 21-22, Romans 1-3 
❑ Day #12 – Friday, September 25 – Read Matthew 23-24, Romans 4-6 
❑ Day #13 – Saturday, September 26 – Read Matthew 25-26, Romans 7-9 
❑ Day #14 – Sunday, September 27 – Read Matthew 27-28, Romans 10-12 

 
 
IN TWO WEEKS …  

Week #3: Week of September 28 

❑ Day #15 – Monday, September 28 – Read Mark 1-2, Romans 13-15 
❑ Day #16 – Tuesday, September 29 – Read Mark 3-4, Romans 16  
❑ Day #17 – Wednesday, September 30 – Read Mark 5-6, 1 Corinthians 1-2 
❑ Day #18 – Thursday, October 1 – Read Mark 7-8, 1 Corinthians 3-4 
❑ Day #19 – Friday, October 2 – Read Mark 9-10, 1 Corinthians 5-7 
❑ Day #20 – Saturday, October 3 – Read Mark 11-12, 1 Corinthians 8-10 
❑ Day #21 – Sunday, October 4 – Read Mark 13-14, 1 Corinthians 11-13 

 
 
 
 
 


