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$$$  FBC Financial News  $$$ Stewardship corner 

FBC is supported solely by the 
tithes and offerings of its  

members and regular attenders.  

 

Thank you for 

your continued 

faithfulness. 
 

Reporting Period: 11/01/18 - 11/30/18 

 

Total Contributions: $  40,609.53 

Total Expense:  $  44,919.23 

Difference:   $   -4,309.70 

 

Checking Balance: $             865.92 (11/30/18) 

Savings Balance: $       12,161.71 (11/30/18) 
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By Marilyn Ehle  
Thoughts-about-God.com 

I am not a regular purchaser of maga-
zines. But recently in a desire to make 
the coming holiday season truly enjoya-
ble, I blew the budget. In one issue I 
read how to make beeswax candles and 
how to prepare Spiced Roast Turkey 
which only requires that I re-hydrate 
tomatoes, gather ingredients such as 
garlic, finely grated lemon rind, corian-
der and cumin and then finally, “using 
my fingers, spread tomato/herb mixture 
under the skin of the turkey breast and 
thighs.” Then “skewer the neck skin to 
the turkey back, tuck wing tips under 
shoulder joints and tie drumstick ends 
securely together with string.” And I 
could add to my Christmas household 
decorations by preparing “A Chair with 
Flair”: Romantic enough for a dinner for 
two and lovely enough for a party, bil-
lowy chair covers of shimmery fabric are 
surprisingly easy to create...Buy a sheer 
curtain panel and two yards of wired 
ribbon for each chair. Thread the ribbon 
through the channel at the top of the 
curtain...Place the panel over the top of 
your chair with the ribbon edge of panel 
on the front side…” Let’s see, I have 
eight dining room chairs...that’s eight 
sheer curtain panels and sixteen yards 
of wired ribbon… 

But the magazine that really got me ex-
cited about the holiday season was Mar-
tha Stewart’s Living. According to Mar-
tha’s handy December calendar, I should 
have already potted my amaryllis and 
hyacinths for Christmas; drained all my 
outdoor spigots, pipes and sprinklers; 
ordered the turkeys; delivered my boat 
to the boatyard; wrapped my ferns and 
shrubs in burlap and mounded and 
wrapped the roses; cleaned out the gut-
ters, etc. None of which I’ve done. 

One dictionary defines holiday as: a day 
fixed by law or custom on which ordi-
nary business is suspended in commem-
oration of some event or person; any 
day of exemption from labor; a religious 
feast day; a holy day. 

In a recent issue of our local newspaper, 
this full page ad appeared: “SANTA 
CLAUS IS COMING TO TOWN! ‘Tis the 
season...come help us welcome Jolly Old 
St. Nick this Friday evening at 7:00 
p.m….” All this happening in Mid-
November! 

I can bemoan the encroachment of ma-
terialism on the holidays. I can fault the 
merchants. I can even say “why does 

the church schedule so much during the 
holidays?”, but what I am ultimately and 
personally responsible for is my calen-
dar. 

The Christmas holidays look different for 
different people. For some there will be 
family...sometimes too much family. 
Some must cope with parents (two or 
more sets!) who will be hurt if you don’t 
celebrate with them. For others there 
will be no family—perhaps children are 
spending this holiday with the divorced 
mate and you face the prospect of an 
empty house. Perhaps you are single—of 
any age—without children, and the walls 
of your apartment echo with aloneness. 

Too many people or too few. Enough 
money but few to spend it on. Not 
enough money for even the basics. A 
calendar with every square crammed 
with activities or a calendar glaringly 
empty. But we return to those simple 
words: A HOLY DAY. How can we begin 
to truly savor the coming days and not 
merely survive them? 

Christmas has always been my favorite 
time of year, but with four children, the 
holiday was frequently not simple. Many 
years ago, however, I chose to make it a 
holy day, both for myself and –as much 
as possible-for those around me. Experts 
do have a few good ideas, but let me 
share some thoughts that will perhaps 
helps you turn the holidays into truly 
holy days.  

Prepare yourself: “Be still and know that 
I am God.” Be STILL? How ridiculous 
when there is so much to do, yet I find 
this to be an absolute prerequisite for 
holy days. Just ten minutes of quiet be-
fore the house explodes in the morning 
(or perhaps, ten minutes at night when 
the house is stopped exploding) are ab-
solute necessities. 

During the days leading up to Christmas, 
I do this primarily by reading well-
written books and listening to appropri-
ate music. Our family had an unplanned 
contest to see who would turn on Han-
del’s Messiah the earliest. The record is 
held by our eldest son; October 25th! 

Advent will find me re-reading the New 
Testament accounts of Jesus’ birth and 
life. Along with this I will choose poetry 
and prose from some of my favorite 
writers. I have no more time than any 
other working woman, but I find these 
daily few minutes of stillness are the 

essential foundation for all else that oc-
curs during the Christmas holiday. 

Now come the practical ideas. Have a 
financial plan. It really isn’t necessary to 
go into debt during the holidays. Make a 
food plan. Shop early and spread the 
food costs. Catch the sales, even if it 
means driving to stores you may not 
normally visit. Instead of filling the 
menu with every imaginable goody, con-
centrate on one thing that everybody 
loves. Have an activity plan then priori-
tize it. Sit down, alone or with your fami-
ly, and decide what’s truly important. 
Here are a few ideas: Make and Advent 
wreath and light candles or lights on it 
each Sunday of Advent and read the 
appropriate Scripture. Plan one special 
event for the family. Maybe it’s a church 
concert, a Nutcracker performance, ice 
skating, or inviting someone for a special 
meal. Learn to say a resounding, but 
polite, “NO” when tempted to overin-
dulge in activity. Include others in your 
holiday plans. A wonderful way to teach 
our children generosity is to include oth-
ers in a family celebration. You may 
wish to try solitude for part of Christmas 
Day to help you stay focused on the rea-
son we celebrate. 

Keep it simple. Keep your eyes and 
heart fixed on Him. Remember a humble 
Jewish girl sang a song of praise even 
though her circumstances were difficult 
(and about to get more difficult), her 
family would not understand her and 
she had no idea of the stark reality of 
her future. I’ve paraphrased part of 
Mary’s song for me; you can do it for 
yourself. 

“My soul chooses to glorify the Lord, and 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for 
He is always mindful of me and my situ-
ation… 

The Mighty One has done great things 
for me...holy is His name. His mercy 
extends to all those who fear Him, from 
all past generations, to me and to all 
those to come. He has performed 
mighty deeds even for me...He contin-
ues to fill my hungry soul with good 
things. He has helped me, His servant; 
He remains merciful to me even as He 
promised.” Therefore today—and all 
through this coming season of holy 
days, I stand quiet before Him, I stand 
still; I know that He is God.” 

Enjoy your holy day! 
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Some of the topics we have recently covered 
on Sundays in the second half of this year are 
prayer, finances, and obedience.  A stream of 
questions related to each of these topics ap-
pear below. You are encouraged to give your-
self a check-up in at least one of these areas.  
 
 
PRAYER 
What particular person or concern has God 
given you a burden to pray for?   
What has he guided you to pray for this per-
son or concern?   
How faithfully have you lifted this concern in 
prayer?   
What answers may God have already re-
vealed to you or what changes in you, the  
   person, or concern have already occurred?   
What changes in the way you lift this person 
or concern in prayer to the Lord is God  
   revealing to you? 
 
 
FINANCES 
Where are you financially right now?   

Are things under control or are you under 
anxiety?   
Are you in great debt?   
How are you doing in practicing the habit of 
giving back to God?   
Is it currently tough for you to trust that God 
will provide all your needs?   
How are you using your finances to advance 
the purposes of God and/or meet the  
   needs of others? 
 
 
OBEDIENCE 
What adjustment(s) is God leading you to 
make in your life?   
What has God spoken to you through the Bi-
ble and prayer that support this  
   adjustment(s)?   
In what ways might God have used fellow be-
lievers to confirm this adjustment(s)?   
Have any circumstances emerged that it ap-
pears God has orchestrated to give you a  
   sense of His timing and direction in regards 
to making such an adjustment(s)? 

4 

What is TRANSFORMED 
TRANSFORMED is a church-wide seven session   

(+ 1 celebration night) church wide study that will 

guide and grow our church by exploring what the  

Bible has to say about every essential area of             

our lives: Spiritual, Physical, Mental, Emotional,         

Relational, Financial and Vocational. 

The world is shouting for our attention with                

answers to our relationship struggles, solutions to 

our financial trouble, and explanations to our   

search for meaning. But the world’s promises             

leave us  empty and searching for more. God’s     

will is the only answer that promises to                      

TRANSFORM our lives from the inside out. 

Let us unite as a church and be                             

TRANSFORMED together. 
4 
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Please join us  

Wednesday December 12th 

@ 11:30 am 

Invite a friend 

Bring a main dish, side dish or a 

salad to share. It’s important that 

you bring a dish to share to make 

sure there is enough for all . 

Drinks & Dessert Provided 

Be sure to join us for fun, food & 

games! 

 

 

Please RSVP to: 

Diane Armbruster 

909) 938-3594 

 

Remembering 

Frank Goodwin  

Who passed away on 

November 4th. 

Be a Transformed Host/Leader   

Are you anxious to see God at work in your 

church? Maybe you have been wanting God to use 

you to     accomplish His work here in our commu-

nity; sensing His desire to reach those around you 

with the        message of the Gospel and praying 

that God will     give you the chance to serve Him. 

If these things are describing you, then growth 

group leadership is where you belong.  

It’s not too late to start a group. 

Attention Leaders & Hosts                
and Future Leaders & Hosts!                            

Sunday, January 13, 2019                                                        

12:30PM-ish                                                                                     
(after 2nd service cleanup)                                                                               

Lunch is provided                                                                        

Please let us know if you need childcare 

5 
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12/2 
THE ARMOR OF GOD 

 
12/9 

A CHEERFUL GIVER 

 
12/16 

HEROES OF FAITH 
 

12/23 
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION 

 

12/30 
NEW YEAR’S EVE EARLY PARTY 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The ZIP! For kids program is a great 

mid week option for kids up to sixth 

grade. With the great music, the fun 

games, a Bible story each week, the 

kids are certainly being filled with 

God’s Word.  

The best part is that they are learn-

ing how to look up Scripture, share it 

with the group, and then take part in 

a fun discussion on how they can 

apply the story and God’s teachings 

through the story to their lives.  And 

they love the cool songs that are 

packaged with the weekly program. 

If your student still hasn’t signed up 

to participate, what are you waiting 

for? This program allows kids to 

jump in at any time.  

The first session will finish up on De-

cember 12th. The students have 

heard 5 Old Testament stories and 5 

New Testament stories. They’ve 

shared verses and fun together each 

week.  

The program will be on break until 

February 13th and will continue 

through April 24th. This allows a 

great space to enjoy the holidays, 

gear back up for school after the 

New Year, and then be ready to ZIP! 

along for another ten weeks. 

Friends are always welcome to 

attend and we encourage the kids 

each week to make sure to invite 

their friends. They are learning that 

God has given them an important 

job, and that’s to make sure that 

everyone they know hears the Good 

News! 

 

 

 

 

 

Make sure that your kids don’t miss 

out on all of the activities that are 

taking place on Sunday mornings in 

the AA and AAA rooms during the 

month of December.  

The Sunday after Thanksgiving the 

students decorated ornaments and 

helped decorate the Christmas trees 

in each room. They did such a great 

job! Thanks to Hollie, Erica, and Mad-

die for being such super leaders in 

the classrooms. 

Three awesome lessons are planned 

for the 2nd, 9th, and 16th, then it’s 

time to celebrate our Savior! 

On the 23rd we will host a Christmas 

Celebration which will include the 

presentation of the Jesus’ birth. The 

team has planned some great games 

and activities to help the kids remem-

ber the reason why we celebrate 

Christmas! 

On the 30th we thought that we 

would get a jump start on the New 

Year’s celebrations by hosting a New 

Year’s Eve Early Party. Filled with fun 

and providing the kids with some cool 

ways that they can remember to cel-

ebrate Jesus every day and make him 

the first part of their day in the year 

2019! 

As always thanks for your prayers and 

support! Our FBC family is awesome! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwigqvOZlOLMAhXFpB4KHRE9AJYQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fb2c.fullfactorydistro.com%2Fpages%2Fsunday&bvm=bv.122129774,bs.1,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNGMYmf6m8fsPjc-gZz3hS876FxRuw&u
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B-SiDE Youth Group Tuesday Nights @ 6:30-8PM: 7th -12th Grade                                    

Small Groups on Sundays at 9:30AM Only                                                                                        
Club 78  7th & 8th Grade  A2J Addicted to Jesus 9th-12th Grade                           

 
Tues., Dec. 4th: 6:30-8:30PM       

Christmas Lights   
Space is Limited &                 

Permission Slip Required         

Tues., Dec. 11th: 6:30-8PM       

 

Tues., Dec. 18th: 6:30-8PM        
Ugly Christmas Sweater, 

Baked Potato Bar  & 

Game Night!!                   

Bring a Friend & a Potato Topping  

Tues., Dec. 25th                                   

No B-SiDE this week!   

 

Homework, Projects and Finals, Oh My                                                                        

This seems to be a high stress month for     

students.  The semester is coming to an end 

with increasing amounts of homework,     

projects and then… finals.  That’s not            

including youth group, sports, band and ASB 

that require their attention too.  Please pray 

“extra” for these young people as the             

navigate through this   season.                             

Pray for them to have good time manage-

ment, study habits & joy, to eat & sleep well, 

and to make good choices.  Thank you 

7 
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HOPE Pantry 

December 1st 

   7:00 am 

December 15th 

  7:00 am 

 

With all of the hustle and bustle that sur-

rounds preparing for Christmas, we can 

easily forget that Christ IS the reason we 

are celebrating. How do we fix that? I 

searched the internet for ideas and here 

are the top ten that I was able to find. 

Observe Advent with Your Family 

Advent is the time of reflection and prepa-

ration before Christmas. It offers the 

chance to pause and reflect on the state of 

our souls, not our shopping lists. Create 

and advent wreath and follow Bible read-

ings each day with your family. 

Write Christmas, not X-mas  

It sounds simple, but if you make yourself 

write the word “Christmas,” whether 

you’re texting, or emailing, you can use 

those few extra seconds to think about 

what the holiday is really about. 

Read the Bible 

We all think we know the Christmas story, 

but read the different versions to consider 

what the Bible says about Christmas. 

Fill Your Tree with Christian Ornaments 

Instead of shiny silver balls and bows, use 

manger scenes, angels and other remind-

ers of Christ’s birth. 

Trim Your Shopping List 

Giving gifts is a great way to remember 

God’s gift  of His Son to the world. It’s easy, 

though for gift giving to become an obliga-

tion or a competition. Review your list and 

consider who you most want to give gifts 

too. Don’t forget the others on your list, 

just replace the gift with a gift that feels 

appropriate, such as a handwritten note or 

an invitation to spend time together. 

Visit a Sick or Homebound Relative or 

Friend 

Your presence can be a true gift. 

Forgive Someone 

Jesus came to forgive our sins, and we, too, 

are obligated to forgive. 

Buy a Gift for a Child 

Jesus came into the world as a baby, and 

there are many children today who are in 

need. Check with a local charity that offers 

help to children, and get involved. 

Attend a  Christmas Service 

Make a church visit a family affair so that 

you’ve had time to worship together be-

fore you gather for your meal. 

Invite a Friend to Church 

If you’ve got a friend who’s a non believer 

or in need, invite them to come to church 

with you. 

I pray that each of you have a wonderful 

Christmas and that you’ll remember some 

of these tips to help you “Keep Christ in 

Christmas!” Merry Christmas from Judy. 

 

 

Pantry  Shopping List: 

Packaged Dinners Vegetables 

Rice or Dried Beans Deodorant 

Canned Meats  Bar Soap 

Canned or Pkgd Soups  

Macaroni & Cheese Jell-O 

Spaghetti/Pasta   Spaghetti Sauce 

Disposable Razors 

Toothbrush/Toothpaste 

Liquid Soap  Canned Beans  

Shampoo/Conditioner 

Feminine Hygiene Products 

Shaving Cream 

Hot Cereal 

Chili 

Jelly 

Peanut Butter 

Please continue to leave your 
donations at the Schirano 
home. The garage door is al-
ways open. However, they are 
running out of storage space. 
If anyone is able to help 
store the yard sale items 
please contact Cathy Schira-
no. The assistance would be 
greatly appreciated. 

Thank you for your support of 
T2T. 

 

140 

Food Boxes were provided 

to families in need on  

November 17th. 

That’s Awesome! 

Thanks for your help! 
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ARMY SGT. WESLEY SCHUBERT - MARTHA & JIM TYREE’S NEPHEW 
 

IF YOU HAVE A LOVED ONE WHO IS SERVING IN THE MILITARY IN ANY CAPACITY, 

PLEASE LET US KNOW SO THAT FBC CAN KEEP THEM LIFTED IN PRAYER. 

 

THANKS! 

Support & Prayer for Our Troops! 

Heart to Heart Women’s Ministry 

Upcoming Events  

 Women’s Bible Study Tuesdays  
@ 6:30pm @ FBC     

Please contact Judy Rooze for more info.  
 

 

 

 

 Christmas Ornament Exchange December 9th @ 

12:30 pm @ The Swaim Residence 

RSVP to Eartha Taylor by December 2nd 

 

 Women’s Yoga Class  On BREAK until January 

 

 

 

If you or someone you know are struggling with 

grief, the Grief Support Ministry can offer practical, 

biblical tools to help you. Check out the Community 

Center for information gathered to assist you. 

 

If you would like assistance, please contact me at  

(951-317-3524). 

Thanks,  

Kathy Amie-Farmer 

God never intended for his followers to live 

the Christian life separated from the rest of 

the body of Christ. The church must provide 

an environment where people can share the 

real stuff of life and find support, encourage-

ment, honesty, openness, grace, and biblical 

trust. The most effective way to do this is 

through small groups. 

Principle 1:  

Every Christian needs a spiritual family. 
 

Principle 2:  

Every Christian needs a laboratory for life. 
 

Principle 3:  

Staying in your building limits your growth. 
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Directory Updates: 
Marianne Taylor: c/o Lisa Gracy 139 Reed Circle  Napa, CA 94558  (707)666-2246 

Betty Beil: (909)232-6995 

Jimmy Henderson: jim@americanmechanicalmfg.com 

Christopher Reilly & Amanda Owens: 1687 E. 7th St.  Ontario, CA 91764  (909)490-1414 

          Email: creilly691@gmail.com 

Brooke Hafif 2nd 

Christian Guynes 3rd 

Cay Wenning 5th 

Katreena Rybchinskiy 6th 

Tahmra Reid 7th 

Donna Dunlap 9th 

Larry Vivian 9th 

Judy Whiting 9th 

Faye Moore 11th 

Dave Hart 12th 

Renetta Romero 12th 

Kristin Henkels 14th 

Amalie Rybchinskiy 14th 

Hazel Lorraine Faith Valenzuela 17th 

Ryan Whitmer 17th 

Erik Skratulia 19th 

Angel Rodriguez 21st 

Derrick Scanlon 21st 

Addie Ann Phillips 25th 

Diane Castro 26th 

Jackie Hillhouse 26th 

Scott Amie 28th 

Kathy Amie - Farmer 29th 

 

 

 

Robert & Addie Ann Phillips    2nd 

Ray & Linda Durand  22nd 

Congratulations to 

Megan Pham & Reece Clough 

Married on November 11, 2018 

Condolences to Diane Armbruster & Family on the 
loss of her brother Frank Goodwin on November 4th. Much love &  

blessings to you and 
your loved ones this 
Christmas season. 

From, 
The FBC Staff 
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First Baptist Church of Rancho Cucamonga 
7450 Archibald Avenue 
Rancho Cucamonga, CA  91730 - 1403 
 
(909)987-3676   www.fbcfamily.net 

 
 
 

SUNDAYS  
 

12/2, 9, 16, 23, 30 - Celebration Services: 9:30am /11:00 am 

12/2, 9, 16 - Library open between Services Closed 12/23 & 30 

12/30 - Blood Pressure Check After Each Service 

 

 
 

         Mondays - Saturdays 
 
12/4 - Assemble Food Boxes for Pantry: 9:00 am 

12/1 & 15 - HOPE Pantry @ FBC: 7:00 am 

On Christmas Break for December - WM Bible Study: 6:30 pm 

12/4, 11, 18 - B-SiDE Youth: 6:30 pm 

12/5, 12 - ZIP! For Kids!: 6:00 pm: 7:30 pm 

On Break for December - Women’s Yoga Class: 5:30 pm 

12/12 -  Young At Heart Senior Lunch: 11:30 am 

12/8 - WM Team Meeting: 10:00 am 

12/9 - Women’s Christmas Fellowship: 1pm @ the Swaim Home 

12/24 & 12/25 - Office Closed for Christmas Holiday 

12/31 & 1/1 - Office Closed for New Years Holiday 

 

 

For more information please check @  

The Community Center  
or log on to www.fbcfamily.net 

 

 

FBCRC Calendar Message  Titles 

Visit:  

Www.fbcfamily.net 

Log on using: 

Username: fbcrc 

Password: sermons 

 

Christmas Message 12/23 


