
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Fellowship 

MAY 2023 

God’s Good Gift of Affliction 
 

"It was good for me that I was afflicted, that I might learn your statutes."  Psalm 119:71 
 
The Bible sometimes shocks us (and rightly so) with what it says.  Left to ourselves, we have difficulty repeating 
what Psalm 119:7 says.  "It was good for me that I was afflicted."  We might not willingly call affliction good or 
welcome distress into our lives.  Avoiding pain is our default reaction to circumstances we face in life.  In our 
Christian walk, however, we can see how God uses affliction as a means of His grace to make us more like Jesus.  We 
are then able to learn a few truths from Psalm 119:71. 
 

First, the psalmist makes the statement in the past tense.  He "was afflicted" in the past.  Understanding the 
goodness of tribulations as we go through them is difficult.  They are painful.  In our misery, we might not know 
why they are happening, and all we can think about is our desire for them to end.  But looking back to the afflictions 
we have experienced in the past helps us to see their purpose and how God used them in our lives for our spiritual 
good.     
 

Second, the goodness of the affliction was personal.  The psalmist says, "It was good for me."  We recognize how 
the Lord orchestrated the difficulty to work in our hearts for our spiritual growth.  It becomes apparent the trial 
was tailor-made for us so that we might be more conformed to the image of God's Son.  Afflictions are for our 
benefit, sanctification, and growing in the faith. 
 

Finally, the purpose of the affliction is "that I might learn your statutes."  Painful events are good because they 
teach us God's Word.  We are no longer merely hearers of the Word, but our lives are shaped by the Word so that 
we become doers of the Word.  Lives of greater obedience come out of the affliction we experience as 
Christians.  When the Lord disciplines us, it is a reminder and assurance of His love for us.  It is difficult to learn 
through affliction, but it is the Lord's way so His goodness and glory might shine through us.   
 

"The benefit of affliction is often celebrated in Scripture; and almost every child of God can, after a few years' 
experience, adopt the language of the royal psalmist, and say, 'It is good for me that I have been afflicted' (Ps. 
119:71).  Paul testifies, that though 'no chastisement for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous; 
nevertheless afterwards it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby' 
(Heb. 12:11).  Afflictions are often used as the means of recovering the children of God from a state of backsliding; 
as says David, 'Before I was afflicted I went astray: but now I have kept thy word' (Ps. 119:67).   
 

-- From Brief Compendium, by Archibald Alexander.  
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Upcoming at Grace… 
 

May 3, 10 
Bible Study @6:30pm (All Ages) 

 

May 14th – June 18 
Abigail Women’s Center Baby Bottle Coin 

Collection 
 

May 21st  
Prayer Service @5pm 

 

May 29th  
Offices Closed 

 

June 3rd  
Women’s Coffee/Devotion @ 9am 

(Chapters 3-5) 
 

June 4th  
Graduate Recognition Sunday 

 

Pastor’s Suggested Reading List 
 

 The Preeminent Christ by Paul Washer 

 Revival by Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

 How Then Shall We Live by Francis Schaeffer (Library) 

 Instruments in the Redeemer's Hands by Paul David Tripp (Library) 

 Out of the Silent Planet by CS Lewis (Library) 

 

    

 

Men’s Ministry 
 

The men’s May 6th breakfast and book 
discussion has been postponed. The date is still 
being determined and will be announced when 

it is finalized. 

 
Women’s Ministry 

 

Women will meet on Saturday, June 3rd from 
9-11 am for coffee and a book discussion. 
Ladies are discussing the book, “Gentle & 

Lowly.” Sign up begins May 7th in the narthex. 
Please see Amanda Lafferty for a book, 

questions, or more information. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Through Prayer 

 

Our Ministry Volunteers 
 

Elders/Deacons 
Pastor Tyler, Eric, Jason, and Jeff 

 

Ministry Volunteers 
 

Pastor Tyler & Alyssa, Eric & Andi, Paul & Renée, 
Dennis & Lori, John & Mary, Valerie, Dan & 

Christine, Aaron, Christian, Graeham, Matt & 
Rebekah, Jason & Amanda, Jeff & Jill, Yessie, Patty, 
Kris, Kailee, Jill Sparks, Evangeline, Caleb, Lydia, & 

Marcos.   
 

Sunday School Teachers 
Pastor Tyler Sultze, Jason Lafferty: Adult 

Amanda Lafferty: 3rd – 8th grade 
Elder Eric Bjerkaas: Pre-K – 2nd grade 

 
 

 Pray for our church leadership (Pastor Tyler, 
Eric, Jason, and Jeff) as they continue to 
shepherd us. Pray the Lord would grant them 
wisdom, discernment, boldness, and patience. 
Pray for Deacon nominees as they pray about and 
contemplate this calling. Pray the Lord would 
make clear who is fit to hold this office within the 
church here at Grace Bible Fellowship and that 
He would raise up these men to serve. 
 

 Pray for our Sunday school teachers as they 
continue to teach. Pray the Lord would sustain 
them as they prepare, pray, and teach each week. 
Prepare their students hearts to receive the Word. 
 

 Pray for our church.  Pray we  would be a place 
where the gospel is proclaimed with boldness and 
love.  Pray that we would remain faithful to 
reading, studying, and sharing the gospel. Pray 
we would be a place that encourages meaningful 
discipleship and spiritual growth among our 
brothers and sisters. 
 

 Continue to pray for Denice Lafferty as she is still 
dealing with pain and swelling from her knee 
surgery. 
 

 
 

 Pray for John Lindenmeyer’s health and strength in 
his daily walk with the Lord. Pray the Lord would 
sustain Mary as she cares for him in his pain. 

 

 Pray for Doris Forgy as she continues to recover 
from her second knee surgery. Pray the Lord would 
sustain her while she goes to PT and deals with a 
more painful recovery than last time. 
 

 Pray for Amanda Lafferty’s recovery from wrist 
surgery. Pray the Lord would grant her patience and 
endurance while she heals and strengthens her hand 
and wrist in the coming months. She will have 8-12 
weeks of PT. 

 

 Pray for Don Faux as he deals with headaches that 
can be debilitating from a previous head injury. Pray 
he would draw strength in the Lord in times of 
suffering. 

 

 Pray for Hank and Lollie VandeWerken as they are 
having a hard time walking and are trusting the 
Lord to provide for their physical and spiritual 
needs daily.  

 

 Pray for the single men and women in our church. 
Pray they would see the sufficiency of Christ and 
would earnestly seek His face in their times of 
loneliness or waiting. 

 

 Pray for our youth and young adults. Pray that they 
would see the Lord is always worthy of their time 
and study.  Pray that we as a church would guide 
them and encourage them in their walk. 

 

 Continue praying for Yessie’s uncle Max as he is still 
on the transplant list.  

 

 Pray for our missionaries Karl & Glynn Peterson, 
Destin & Jennifer Detwiler, and Sillas & Wanger 
Campos. Pray the Lord would sustain and guide 
them while He softens the hearts of those who hear 
the Word shared by them. Pray the Lord would open 
doors for them that have been closed before and that 
as they travel, the Lord would provide safety and 
rest. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dear friends in Christ: Warm greetings from Campinas, Brazil! 
 

This month's highpoint was our time with our daughters,  sons-in-law, and grandchildren. With their help, we 
were able to spend a couple of weeks with each of them.  The  highlight of our time with them was the spiritual 
growth  of one of our sons-in-law.  God has given him almost two  years of victory over his alcoholic addiction and 
we found him very involved and excited about his local church, the Lord, and the Word. To complete our joy, 
Barbara, our youngest, gave us the news that she decided to follow our example and raise 4 kids!  Yes! Barbara is 
pregnant with her fourth child! Now Wanger and I have 13 grandchildren! 
 

After two weeks in Lynchburg, Virginia, we went to Dallas to visit Scott and Alice.  We then returned to Brazil, 
praising God for seeing our daughters and their families living in the fear of the Lord. We totally agree with the 
apostle's word in 3 John 1:4, "I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.”  Rejoice with us! 
 

As soon as we arrived in Brazil, we had the privilege of celebrating the life and ministry of another son, Pastor 
André. André is our son in the faith, our Timothy. Ten years ago we sent him to seminary, ordained him to the 
ministry, and mentored him as much as possible. It is so good to see his faithfulness in the ministry over the last 
decade. 
 

Folks, thank you for your prayers and faithful support! 
 
Love you in Christ! 
Sillas & Wanger Campos 
 

 
 

 

 

Change For Life - It’s Easy 
 

A b i g a i l  W o m e n ’ s  C e n t e r  i n  M e n d o t a  p r o v i d e s  
e m p t y  b a b y  b o t t l e s  t o  m a n y  l o c a t i o ns  i n c l u d i n g  

c h u r c h e s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o ns ,  a n d  s c h o o l s .  I n d i v i d u a l s  
a n d  f a m i l i e s  t a k e  t h e m  h o m e  f o r  o n e  m o n t h  a n d  
f i l l  t h e  b a b y  b o t t l e s  w i t h  l o o s e  p o c k e t  c h a ng e s ,  

b i l l s  o r  e v e n  c h e c k s  m a d e  o u t  t o  A b i g a i l  W o m e n ’ s  
C e n t e r .  

A f t e r  a  m o n t h ,  t h e  f i l l e d  b o t t l e s  a r e  b r o u g h t  b a c k  
t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n  w h e r e  A b i g a i l  W o m e n ’ s  

C e n t e r  w i l l  c o l l e c t  t h e m .  T h e  m o n e y  i s  t h e n  
t a l l i e d  a n d  r e p o r t e d  b a c k  o n  t h e  t o t a l  a m o u n t  

r a i s e d .  
 

Your Change Provides 
  $ 4 5  –  2  w e e k s  s u p p l y  o f  b a b y  f o r m u l a  

  $ 5 5  –  3  w e e k s  s u p p l y  o f  d i a p e r s  
  $ 1 2 5  –  1  c a r  s e a t  f o r  s a f e  t r a v e l s  

  $ 1 7 5  –  1  c r i b  f o r  s o u n d  s l e e p  
  $ 2 5 0  –  P r e g n a n c y  &  i n f a n t  c l a s s e s  

  A  n e w  l i f e  P RI C E L E S S !  
 

 
 

Starting Mother’s Day, you can pick up a bottle 
to fill in the narthex.  

Please stop by and see Jill Sparks to get your 
bottle. 

Sign up is necessary so we know who has a 
bottle.  

Please return by Father’s Day, June 18th. 
 

 
 

If you prefer to just make a donation by check or 
cash, please see Amanda. Check should be written 

out to “Abigail Women’s Center.” 
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Bible Study 
@ 6:30pm 
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Sunday School @9am 

 

Worship @10am 

   

 
Last Bible 
Study @ 
6:30pm 
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Sunday School @9am 
 

Worship @10am 
 

  
Board 

Meeting @ 
6:30pm 
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Sunday School @9am 
 

Worship @10am 
  

Prayer Service @5pm 
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Sunday School @9am 
 

Worship @10am 
 

 
 

 
Offices 
Closed 

 
 

    
Women’s 

Coffee/Devo 
@ 9am 
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Happy Birthday 
 

5th – Jill Schenck 

6th – Eli Keighin 

Lea Selquist 

8th – Dennis Brown 

17th – Kiley Schenck 

18th – Tyler Sultze 

31st – Jeff Schenck 
 

Belated April Birthday 

9th – Jeanette Underwood 

Happy Anniversary 
 

22nd – Dan & Christine 
Kleinau 

 

25th – Paul & Renee 
Kim 

 

27th – Mark & Kris 
Wallin 


