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Bible Fellowship 

Perseverance In the Word 
 

“Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of disobedience. For the 
word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of 
spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And no creature is 
hidden from His sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account."   

Hebrews 4:11-13 
 

As we start a new year, we need perseverance. While one year comes to a close, we have little time to 
catch our breath as we begin another. We might like to think of a new year as a fresh start, but often 
it feels like just more of the same old, same old. New year's resolutions will come and go. What will 
help us persevere in our Christian walk throughout the year? 
 

The writer of Hebrews encourages us to persevere when he writes, "Let us therefore strive to enter 
that rest." The rest is referred to as "a Sabbath rest for the people of God" in Hebrews 4:9. It is a rest 
that comes through Jesus Christ, who accomplished everything necessary for our salvation. We no 
longer are to strive in this life from a place of uncertainty about our eternal destiny. In our 
perseverance, we remember and live by Jesus' perfect sacrifice, with the assurance that we can please 
God because Christ pleased Him first. We strive to obey God, knowing our salvation is secure in 
Christ. 
 

Disobedience is what hinders our perseverance and keeps us from entering this rest. We are warned 
not to fall by "the same sort of disobedience." Our minds are to recall the "same sort of disobedience" 



  

 

of the Israelites in Exodus. They were the ones who heard God's voice but hardened their hearts and 
rebelled against Him (Hebrews 3:7-8, 15-16). The deceitfulness of sin and unbelieving hearts kept 
them from entering God's rest (Hebrews 3:12, 13, 19). They stumbled over the stumbling stone and 
rock of offense (Jesus Christ) and disobeyed God's Word as they were destined to do (1 Peter 2:8). We 
are those who are supposed to hear God's voice in His Word, have our hearts softened by it, and so 
obey it.   
 

The writer of Hebrews explains why we must not fall by the same sort of disobedience. "For the Word 
of God is living and active."  The Bible is not dead and idle. It is working and completes everything God 
intends it to accomplish. Specifically, in this context, it is to be working in the believer's life. Look at all 
of the descriptions given to the Word of God. It is living, active, sharp, piercing, discerning, and 
exposing. God so uses His Word in these ways in His people so they might grow and become more like 
Christ. Let us not think of these as unusual ways the Scripture works in us but as the regular, ordinary 
ways we experience it each time we intake the Bible. We want and welcome God's Word to have its way 
in our lives. 
 

Therefore, may we strive to enter that rest this year as we persevere in obeying God through His Word. 
Might we pray daily for the living and active Word to pierce our souls, discern our hearts, and expose 
us to the light of God's holiness? For this to happen, we need to be in the Scriptures. We must be 
reading it, meditating on it, and praying it. One day we will give an account of how we lived in 2023. 
May it be a year where we are transformed by the Word, knowing that the one who endures to the end 
will be saved (Matthew 24:13; Mark 13:13).     
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Tyler  
 

 

Pastor Tyler’s January Suggested Reading 
 

The Apostles' Creed by R. Albert Mohler 
 

Introduction to the Puritans by Erroll Hulse (available in Library) 
 

What is an Evangelical? by D.M. Lloyd-Jones (available in Library) 
 

God's Big Picture by Vaughan Roberts 
 

This Is the Gospel: A Kids Read Truth Story & Scripture Book 

 

     



 
  

 

Prayers & Petitions 
Elders/Deacons 

Pastor Tyler, Eric, and Jason 
 

Ministry Volunteers 
 

Pastor Tyler & Alyssa, Eric & Andi, Judy, Paul & Renée, 
Dennis & Lori, John & Mary, Valerie, Dan & Christine, 

Aaron, Christian, Graeham, Matt H, Lenny, Jason & 
Amanda, Jeff & Jill, Jeff D, Yessie, Patty, Kailee, 

Evangeline, Caleb, Lydia, & Marcos.   
 

Sunday School Teachers 
Pastor Tyler Sultze: Adult 

Amanda Lafferty: 3rd – 8th grade 
Elder Eric Bjerkaas: Pre-K – 2nd grade 

 

 

❄Pray for our church leadership (Pastor Tyler, Eric, and Jason) as they continue to shepherd us. Pray the Lord 
would grant them wisdom, discernment, boldness, and patience. Pray for Deacon nominees as they pray about 
and contemplate this calling. Pray the Lord would make clear who is fit to hold this office within the church 
here at Grace Bible Fellowship and that He would raise up these men to serve. 
 

❄Pray for our Sunday school teachers as they continue to teach. Pray the Lord would sustain them as the 
prepare, pray, and teach each week. Prepare their students hearts to receive the Word. 
 

❄Pray for our church.  Pray we  would be a place where the gospel is proclaimed with boldness and love.  Pray 
that we would remain faithful to reading, studying, and sharing the gospel. Pray we would be a place that 
encourages meaningful discipleship and spiritual growth among our brothers and sisters. 
 

❄Continue to pray for Doris Forgy as she continues strengthen from her knee replacement. Praise the Lord for 
His healing hand that has been upon her. 
 

❄Pray for John Lindenmeyer’s health and strength in his daily walk with the Lord. 
 

❄Pray for Denice Lafferty as she has knee replacement surgery on January 16th. Pray the Lord would guide her 
doctor’s hands and she would heal well. We have a meal-train going for Denice. Please see Amanda to sign up. 
 

❄Pray for Judy Iversen as she continues to heal from hip replacement. She is struggling with strength in her 
legs. Pray the Lord would sustain her moment by moment each day. 
 

❄Pray for Amanda Lafferty as she prepares for and awaits wrist surgery in March. The date is still TBD. 
 

❄Pray for Hank and Lollie VandeWerken to continue to gain strength in their bodies each day.  
 

❄Pray for the single men and women in our church. Pray they would see the sufficiency of Christ and would 
earnestly seek His face in their times of loneliness or waiting. 
 

❄Pray for our youth and young adults. Pray that they would see the Lord is always worthy of their time and 
study.  Pray that we as a church would guide them and encourage them in their walk. 
 

❄Continue praying for Yessie/Jose/Marcos’ Uncle Max as he is still on the transplant list.  
 

❄Pray for our missionaries Karl & Glynn Peterson, Destin & Jennifer Detwiler, and Sillas & Wanger Campos. 
Pray the Lord would sustain and guide them while He softens the hearts of those who hear the Word shared by 
them. 
 



 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
Who was conceived of the Holy Spirit 

born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell*. 

The third day He arose again from the dead. 
He ascended to heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 
whence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic** church, 
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 

*or Hades, the realm of the dead, cf. Psalm 16:10; Acts 2:29-31 
**that is, the true Christian church of all times and all places 

 

Women’s Ministry Opportunities 
 

February 1 – April 26  
Wednesday Night Bible Study @ 6:30pm 

 

March 4, 2023 
Coffee & Devotion @ 9am in Fellowship Hall 

We Will Be Discussing  
Gentle & Lowly Chapters 1-2 

(Sign-up and books will be available February 5) 

Men’s Ministry Opportunities 
 

February 1 – April 26 
Wednesday Night Bible Study @ 6:30pm 

 

February 4, 2023 
Breakfast From 8-10am in Fellowship Hall 

We Will Be Discussing  
the Book Made For Friendship 

Sign-up is in the narthex  
& books will be available soon 

Movie Night!!! Wednesday, February 1st @ 6:30pm. 
We will be watching the movie Revival to kick off our Wednesday evening Bible Studies.  

Please invite a friend and join us. 
Water and popcorn provided. 

 
 

 

Revival: The Work of God 
What is revival? Should we expect it today? 

 

Join Jeremy Walker on a journey through 
church history, from Pentecost to the present 

day, exploring the dynamic and sovereign 
work of God in his people and in nations. Visit 
key places and periods such as England during 

the Reformation, America in 1734, Wales in 
the Evangelical Awakening, Northern Ireland 

in 1859, the Scottish Hebrides in 1949. 
 

Expert contributors expound key lessons we 
can learn for today about the means and 

instruction the Lord provides in his Word for 
seeking him. God has done mighty acts in the 

past, and he can do so again. 
 

Presented by Jeremy Walker. Featuring Geoff 
Thomas, Ian Hamilton, Joel Beeke, Sinclair 
Ferguson, Steven Lawson, Stuart Olyott and 

many more. 
 

Join Us for These 
Exciting Events 

Happening @ Grace 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 

Worship @10am 
Lord’s Supper 

 

Happy New Year 
 

      

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
 

 

Sunday School @9am 
 

Worship @10am 
Lord’s Supper 

 

 

Prayer Service @5pm 

      

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
 

 

Sunday School @9am 
 

Worship @10am 
 

Lord’s Supper 

 

  
 

Board 
Meeting @ 

6:30pm 

    

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
 

 
 

Sunday School @9am 
 

Worship @10am 
Lord’s Supper 

 

  
 

 
 

Annual 
Meeting @ 

6:30pm 

   

29 30 31     
 
 

Sunday School @9am 
 

Worship @10am 
Lord’s Supper 
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Would you like to sponsor a  
Valentine’s Care Package  

for 1 of our 2 college students? If so, please see 
Amanda for more information. Thank you. 

Birthdays 
2nd – Kailee Bookwalter 

3rd – Lori Brown 
10th – Jose Castro-Yanez 

12th – Anna Derango 
Doris Forgy 

23rd – Kim McTee 
27th - Kristen VanWingerden 


