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Extending Grace: Grace to You 
 

"To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ."  Romans 1:7 
 

There are a variety of different ways we greet one another.  "Hi."  "How's it going?"  “How ya doing?” 

"Hello."  If you are from Texas, maybe you would say, "Howdy."  Or if you grew up in the 90s, you could say, 

"Sup?" and many would know you are at least making some attempt to greet them.  You could find numerous 

ways that we welcome each other when we come together.   
 

The Apostle Paul had a favorite way he would greet the churches and individuals in his epistles.  He would 

usually say, "Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ" (Rom. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:3; 2 

Cor. 1:2; Gal. 1:3; Eph. 1:2; Phil. 1:2; Col. 1:2; 1 Thess. 1:1; 2 Thess. 1:2; 1 Tim. 1:2; 2 Tim. 1:2; Titus 1:4; Philemon 

1:3).  If you keep track of those references, you see roughly the same greeting in every single letter written by 

Paul in the Bible.  Sometimes, perhaps, we acknowledge each other in a perfunctory way, without giving much 

thought to what we say.  Is that the way Paul greets those to whom he is writing?  Or, does he have a specific 

purpose behind what he says?   
 

I would say Paul's greetings are not shallow, but he uses them strategically to encourage the readers.  First, he 

desires that God's grace would come to them and be upon them.  He understood that what they needed most of 

all in their life was God's unmerited favor.  Notice, he doesn't say what they must do to get this grace.  No, grace 

is a gift from God.  So, in a way, Paul prays for God to give them what they do not deserve and what they could 

never earn.  It is a greeting that humbles them and reminds them what they need is to be received from 

God.   They are recipients of God's grace so, they can live in God's grace and by God's grace.  Such grace only 

comes through the work of Jesus Christ. 
 

If Paul was asking for God's grace to be upon them or come to them, then how was this going to happen?  We 

know it was theirs as they embraced the gospel of Jesus Christ.  But it also came to them through the reading of 

Paul's letters.  As they fed on the Word of God, which Paul wrote down, they were receiving God's 

grace.  Would you think of that as you read God's Word?  It is a way God lavishes His great grace upon you. 

 



 

 
 

Just as Paul desired God's grace to come to the reader through what he wrote, we also know that he often wrote 

to correct problems.  He was saying, "I want God's grace to come to you, and that means that you need 

instruction, you need reproof or rebuke, and you need to grow and change."  God's grace does not leave you as 

you are, but it transforms you into the likeness of Jesus Christ.  These words are not always easy to hear or 

accept, yet in God's perfect plan and providence, he knows they are just the words you need. 
 

Think about some of what Jesus said during His earthly ministry.   
 

"Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel across sea and land to make a single proselyte, 

and when he becomes a proselyte, you make him twice as much a child of hell as yourselves" (Matthew 23:15).   
 

"Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear 

beautiful, but within are full of dead people's bones and all uncleanness" (Matthew 23:27).   
 

"But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, 'Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting 

your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man'” (Matthew 16:23; Mark 8:33).   
 

"And Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of 

God" (Luke 9:60).   
 

We shortchange grace if we limit words to niceties or pleasantries and somehow think that we are exhibiting 

grace.  True, grace-filled words know when and how to speak.  We are supposed to speak the truth in love so 

that the church grows up into Christ (Eph. 4:15).  Jesus used discernment in what he said, just as Paul was 

discerning in what he wrote.  Being led by the Spirit, they each practiced Proverbs 25:11 which says, "A word 

fitly spoken is like apples of gold in a setting of silver."  As we speak words rooted and grounded in the truths of 

Scripture, may we see God's grace at work in us. 
 

Second, Paul also added, "and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ."  We often think of peace in 

terms of the absence of fighting or war.  Paul's word, "peace," however, encapsulates wholeness, harmony, and 

complete well-being in one's life.  It was synonymous with the Hebrew word, "shalom."  Again, Paul is praying 

for Christians and asking that God would give them a well-ordered life. 
 

Just like with grace, we see that such peace can only come from God the Father and Jesus Christ.  Man is not able 

to generate it.  Our anxious hearts often are at odds with this kind of contentment.  Instead, we are to pray, 

making our requests to Him so the peace that surpasses all understanding will guard our hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:7).  It is not the peace the world will know, but it is the peace that will be upon us as we are 

How Great You Are LORD! 

Your Love For Me Is Endless, Merciful, And Unconditional. 

You Are All-Knowing. 

Your Eternal Existence Reaches So Wide That There Is Nothing You Can’t 

Touch. 

Your Power Is Beyond All Creation. 

You Are So Great, So Magnificent, So Righteous. 

You Breathe Life Into Everything. 

You Know Every Detail In Every Life. 

You, LORD, Are Unfathomable. 

LORD, You Are So Great That You Are Larger Than Anything Imaginable,  

Yet Small Enough To Live Inside Of Me. 

LORD, You Know No Wrong, Yet, For Your Children, Forgive All Wrongs. 

LORD, I Praise You For Who You Are, Who You Have Been, And Who You 

Will Always Be;  

My God!  The One, True, All-Knowing, Ever Faithful GOD! 

 

conformed to Christ and 

obediently follow Him.   
 

Here then is a greeting that 

extends grace.  It is a greeting we 

need to hear from God's Word and 

one we need to give to each other 

regularly.  A greeting that moves 

away from the superficial and into 

the very heart of God.   
 

In Christ, 

Pastor Tyler 

 



 

Praying for Our Church 
 

 

 Pray for our church leadership (Pastor Tyler, Eric, Craig, John, and Randy) as they navigate these unchartered 

waters and continue to seek the Lord’s will and the best way to keep everyone healthy.  Pray that the Lord 

would grant them wisdom, discernment, and patience. 
 

 Pray for Bill McTee as he is in treatment.  Pray that the Lord would strengthen and heal his body.  Pray for Kim 

as she is by his side.  Pray that the Lord would be glorified in their suffering and that He would be their comfort 

and their hope as they walk through this together. 
 

 Continue to pray for Judy Iversen and that the Lord would continue to daily sustain her and renew her body’s 

strength. 
 

 Please continue to pray for Andy, Huntyer’s (Chad & Melissa Wheeler) grandpa who is still in the hospital 

recovering after having a vent tube in.  Also for Melissa’s grandma, Judy, who is in the hospital for a stroke. 
 

 Pray for Nick Van Wingerden as he continues to adjust to new depression medication. Pray that the Lord would 

use recent events to draw him back to the Lord.  Please pray for Margie, Lenny, Valerie, and the rest of the family 

as they continue to stand by his side.  Pray that the Lord would grant them peace, strength, and comfort during 

this time. 
 

 Continue to pray for Lollie’s sister Helene.  She is now in a nursing home and is getting some blood tests done.  

She was able to talk to her husband, Fred, for an hour on the phone and seemed to remember events even better 

than he was.  Also pray for Kaysen, Hank & Lollie’s great granddaughter as she is still in the hospital waiting for 

a heart transplant.  She has been there 4 months and will be staying until they have a heart for her. 
 

 Continue praying for Yessie/Ana/Marcos/Jose’s uncle, Max, as he is still on the transplant list (kidney/lung).  
 

 Lord’s Day Message – Pray that the Lord would use this Sunday’s sermon to transform lives and hearts.    

 

Praying for Our World 
 

 Pray for our government officials as they make decisions regarding COVID-19 and what is best for all members 

of our state and country. 
 

 Pray for teachers, children, and staff as they continue to cipher through this new way of schooling.  Pray that in-

person learners would remain safe and healthy.  Pray that remote learners would stay focus and engaged. 
 

 Pray for parents as they continue with this new phase of schooling.  Pray that they would trust the Lord and His 

plans as they navigate ever changing plans and schedules. 

 

 

Elders/Deacons  
 

Pastor Tyler, Eric, Craig, John, and Randy 
 

Worship/Sunday Morning Volunteers  
 

Pastor Tyler, Eric, Rise’, Paul, John, Randy, 

Valerie, Cindy, Aaron, Christian, Eli, Mark 

M, Dan, Lenny, Jason, Bill, and Jeff. 
 

Adult Study 
 

Pastor Tyler 
 

Staff 
 

Amanda, Ana, Jan, and Yessie 
 

12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be 

constant in prayer. 
 

~Romans 12:12 

 
1 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, 

prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 

made for all people, 2 for kings and all who are 

in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful 

and quiet life, godly and dignified in every 

way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the 

sight of God our Savior. 
 

~1 Timothy 2:1-3 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Member Spotlight:  
Judy Iversen 

 

My growing-up family of four lived in a close-in Chicago suburb. From third 

grade through high school, I was involved in Girl Scouts and singing in choirs, 

both church and school. My senior year I was the features editor for my high 

school newspaper. As a family we were faithful to the Congregational Church, 

which did not preach the Gospel. 

 

 I was in college when the Lord called me to Himself. There was no crisis in my life, but I knew I had no peace 

with God. I tried keeping my own standard of righteousness and failed in less than six weeks. After a Sunday 

afternoon conversation about the Bible, a couple evenings later, alone in my dorm room and confessing my need 

for the righteousness of Jesus, God brought me into His family. Outwardly not much changed, but I knew peace 

with God, and that I had a new foundation for life. 
 

Looking in the rearview mirror, God who does all things well and in His time, knew how much I would need 

Him in the following 53 years. Within a short time, I was regularly attending an evangelical church.  The 

preaching fed my soul, and the leadership of the church was committed to helping people learn to use a Bible 

concordance and other tools to study the Bible for themselves. This foundation for Bible study God would 

continue to build upon. 
 

Indeed, to whom much is given much is required. The challenges have been both ordinary and extraordinary. I 

married and for the first five years we had no children. I had been told I probably couldn’t. But God gave 

Nathanael, Catherine, and Timothy (and today 15 grandchildren!). As you know there are many, yet ordinary 

challenges in shepherding three children to adulthood. I was a stay-at-home mom during many of those years. 

When I did return to work as an office manager and/or bookkeeper about 50% was part-time. I retired February 

2018. 
 

Until 1989 I was primarily involved in children's ministry: VBS backyard clubs, devotions for AWANA 

Chums/Guards, junior church teacher, nursery coordinator, teacher training, and “Aunt Judy” of “The 

Lighthouse Club,” a 30-minute, weekly cable television show. During this time there was nothing in the 

children's rooms that couldn't be used for an object lesson, including Nathanael's coral snake! However, during 

1989 the Lord took the baton of children's ministry and turned it around to women's ministry and teaching 

women's Bible studies. This included Precept Ministries' leader training and subsequently teaching how to study 

the Bible by means of the Precept training. Also, it led to three trips to Romania/Ukraine in 1995, 2001, and 2019 

teaching women how to study the Bible. I continue to serve as a proof editor for that missions' website for 

national Romanian pastors' updates.  All kinds of opportunities to learn and trust Him, to walk by faith and not 

by sight.   
 

I have two cross-stitched pieces in my home. The first says: “Character is a victory not a gift.” We know that it is 

truly Christ’s victory in a life. And the second is: Romans 11:36 - “For of him and through him and to him are all 

things, to whom be glory forever. Amen.” 

 

– Judy Iversen        

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Missionary Spotlight: 

Karl & Glynn Peterson 
 

The semester at the Bible Institute just finished, final 

projects have been graded and final exams marked. I'll 

miss these good students. Now I'm preparing for my 

next semester courses - Missions, Evangelism, and 

Discipleship and Christian Education in the Church. I 

love those two courses.  

 

My online eldership training course is also going well. 

My 'student' in Johannesburg, South Africa has already 

started two cohorts of his own using the same material. 

Nice to see the wide-ranging impact this is having. 

 

One of the pastors you have sponsored to complete his 

master’s degree at a seminary in Brazil, Ibrahimo 

Hamido, has written the first chapter of his thesis, sent 

it to me for editing as an 'external reader' and is now 

working on the next chapters. His overall topic is 

Application in Preaching. This is such a needed topic 

in the Mozambican church. Here is his thesis outline: 

1. Introduction 

2. What is application and why is it important? 

3. Effective application in preaching 

4. Application and the preacher 

1. Applying scripture to the personal life of 

the preacher 

2. Application and the preacher’s calling 

3. Application in sermon preparation   

4. Application and the preacher’s prayer life 

5. Obstacles to Application in Preaching 

6. Application and the Holy Spirit 

7. Conclusion 

Thanks for your support of this brother. 

 

It's likely I'll spend March in southern Africa but am 

still making arrangements for this. Other trips will take 

place in July and August.  

 

Thanks for your love for us and support of our work in 

Africa. 

 

Karl & Glynn Peterson 

 

Upcoming at Grace… 
 

January 1st 

Lord’s Table & Elder and Deacon Installation 
 

January 12th 

Board Meeting 
 

January 17th-February 7th 

College Care Package Collection 
 

February 7th 

Lord’s Table 
 

February 8th 

Boxing & Mailing College Care Packages 
 

February 9th 

Board Meeting 
 

February 14th 

Shepherd’s Love Offering 

 

 
 

 
 

Shepherds College Mission Statement 
Shepherds College exists to educate and train students 

with intellectual and developmental disabilities by 

equipping them to reach Appropriate Independence™ 

through the development of vocational, social, and life 

skills while inspiring a lasting awareness of God’s 

plan for their lives. 

 

 



 

 
 

Birthdays 
 

2nd – Kailee Keighin 

3rd – Norma Mosbach 

4th – Paula Underwood 

8th – Kayla Shaffer 

10th – Jose Castro-Yanez 

12th – Anna Derango 

Doris Forgy 

23rd – Kim McTee 

27th – Kristen VanWingerden 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 

       

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

Lord’s Table 
 

Elder/Deacon 
Installation 

      

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

   
 

Board Meeting 
@6:30pm 

    

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

 
“College Care” 

Collection 

      

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

 
“College Care” 

Collection 

      

31       

 
“College Care” 

Collection 

   
 

 

   

 

January 2021 

 

For you formed my inward 

parts; you knitted me together 

in my mother's womb.  I praise 

you, for I am fearfully and 

wonderfully made. 

 

Psalm 139:13-14a 

We will be collecting items for “College Care Packages” January 17-February 7th.  The packages will be put 

together on Sunday, February 7th.  If you would like to help pack these, please contact Amanda. A list of 

items needed will be sent out via email in January and then available in the narthex on the 17th. 


