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Extending Grace: Grace With You
Have you ever told someone, "I wish we were together?" Being separated from someone you love can be
difficult. You feel the tug and the desire in your heart to be in their presence. You want to be with them. A
phone call, video call, text, or e-mail does not ultimately satisfy you when you are apart from a loved one.
There is no substitute for seeing them in person, spending time with them, hugging them, and simply being
together.
The Apostle Paul writes the letters we have in the New Testament because he cannot be with particular
churches or people. God, providentially, kept them apart so Paul would have to correspond with them
through writing. These letters are what God has used throughout the centuries to teach, instruct, encourage,
and correct His church. Even though this is God's perfect design, it did not mean that Paul had any less desire
to be with the readers of his letters. In Romans 15:23-24, we read, "Since I have longed for many years to come
to you, I hope to see you in passing as I go to Spain." When Paul writes to the Corinthians, he says, "For I do
not want to see you now just in passing. I hope to spend some time with you, if the Lord permits" (1 Cor. 16:7).
In these two examples, we hear Paul's long to be with the people. If, however, he could not be present with
them, he often ended his letters with these comforting words, "The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you"
(Rom. 16:20; 1 Cor. 16:23; 2 Cor. 13:14; Col. 4:18; 1 Thes. 5:28; 2 Thes. 3:18; 1 Tim. 6:21; 2 Tim. 4:22; Titus 3:15).
Just as Paul opened his letters by extending the grace of God to the readers, so he closed his letters by praying
the grace of Jesus would be with them. He knew that these Christians continually needed Jesus' grace to
accompany them in their lives. It would have been beneficial if Paul was with them, but the presence of the
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ is better than Paul's. He knew this grace would do more in the lives of the
believers than he ever could, and that is why he closed with this statement over and over again.

Do you know what it is for Jesus' grace to be with you daily? Do you find comfort and strength in it? It is
necessary to understand that the grace (the undeserved and unmerited favor of God) that comes to us through
Jesus Christ is not passive. It is active and works in us to transform into Christ's likeness. Listen to what this
grace does in Titus 2:11-14, "For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to
renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present
age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who
gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession
who are zealous for good works." Paul is describing personal holiness that comes through the grace of God
working in our lives, and we know the grace of God because we know the One who embodies that grace, Jesus
Christ. Not only are we purified by His grace, but we are zealous to do good works. Such is the grace of the
Lord Jesus Christ that works both in us and through us. What an amazing, supernatural work it does!
If we recognize that we need this grace with us, do we pray that this grace would be with others in our church
community? Have you said to your brothers or your sisters, "The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you?"
Paul has left us an example to follow to extend grace to others. If we desire to see others conformed to the
image of Jesus, then we will see the need for the grace of Jesus to be with them. Are you encouraging others
with this grace when they are discouraged? Are you reminding them of this grace during trials and sufferings?
View yourself as an instrument of God to get the grace of Jesus to others. Then you will see the grace of the
Lord Jesus Christ in action in your life and the church.
In Christ,
Pastor Tyler
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Lord’s Table

The wise lay up
knowledge,
but the mouth of a fool
brings ruin near.
Proverbs 10:14
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Guest Speaker: Dr. Tim Beavis
(Special Offering)

Member Spotlight:
Eric Bjerkaas

My youth was spent moving around quite a bit since my father served in the Air Force. I was born in Guam and
my family lived in Massachusetts, Illinois, Virginia, the Azores, and Illinois (again). However, Illinois has
always felt like home since it’s where I went to high school and where my parents lived after my father retired.
Growing up, my two brothers and I played soccer, read comic books, gamed on an Atari 2600, and--as true
children of the 80s--were obsessed with all things Star Wars. I dreamed of being a comic book artist or animator
for Disney.
Encouraged to pursue a more practical career field, I ended up studying Mathematics and Computer Science at
Boston University and then served four years in the Army as a Signal Corps officer. While I was stationed in
Germany, I had two short deployments to both Bosnia and Macedonia.
During that time in the military, I became increasingly disillusioned with the direction of my life. I had done
what I thought was expected, and I seemed successful in my career. But I questioned whether there was more
significance to life than what I had known. I separated from the Army after my service obligation, determined
to find what I thought was a more meaningful life. So, I returned to where I thought I could find that meaning:
art.
I enrolled in art school in San Francisco and was attending a church. My family regularly attended churches
throughout my youth, so I was generally familiar with the Bible and Christianity. Attending church seemed
important, as if somehow it would address my spiritual needs. The church I found actually preached the gospel,
and, for the first time, I apprehended the need to be born again, repent of my sin, and trust in Jesus for my
salvation. God had providentially ordained that I would find true life not in art, but in his Son.
I was baptized in 2001 and returned to the Midwest a few years later to begin a career as a teacher after having
spent considerable time working in youth ministry at my church. I decided that the waking hours of my life
would be better spent ministering to people directly instead of sitting by myself behind a drafting table.
I moved to the Illinois Valley in 2007 to begin teaching Mathematics at La Salle-Peru High School. It was at this
time I was introduced both to the doctrines of grace and to my wife, Andi! We met in the fall of 2008 when she
had just returned to the area after two years as a missionary in Sudan. Andi was raising support before
returning to the mission field. We literally crossed paths in the hallway during lunch one day while she was
substitute teaching at the high school and were married in the spring of 2009. We now have four children-Caleb, Lydia, Simeon, and Hannah.
My hobbies tend to be whatever my wife and children are into at the moment, but I also like to watch soccer
and go on runs whenever I have the opportunity. My favorite book is The Pilgrim’s Progress, which I try to read
each year, and I still enjoy revisiting old Calvin & Hobbes comic strips.
My family began attending Grace in January of 2019 after having been part of a church plant in Standard. Andi
and I became members three months later. We’re enthusiastically committed to the church’s mission of being a
spirit-wrought family of gifted disciples, who each build up other disciples to the fullness of Christ by means
of God’s Word.
Eric Bjerkaas

Praying for Our Church
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 Lord’s Day Message – Pray that the Lord would
use this Sunday’s sermon to transform lives and
hearts.

Praying for Our World
 Pray for our government officials as they make
decisions regarding COVID-19 and what is best

renew him each day.
 Pray for Dee Barerra as she is set to have
shoulder surgery on February 10th. Pray for
the doctors, nurses, and caregivers. Pray for
her recovery and healing as she will be
without use of her should for 5-6 weeks.
 Pray for Stacy Walter’s uncle Emmet who
suffered a heart attack and a fall and has not
awoken yet. Pray for God’s grace and comfort
to surround them during this time.
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Lord and His plans as they navigate ever changing
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 Continue to pray for Nick Van Wingerden.
Pray that the Lord would use recent events to
draw him back to the Lord.
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Valerie, Cindy, Aaron, Christian, Eli, Mark,
Dan, Lenny, Jason, Bill, and Jeff.
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Pastor Tyler

Staff
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family as they stand by his side. Pray that the
Lord would grant them peace, strength, and
comfort during this time.
 Continue to pray for Lollie’s sister Helene.
She is now in a nursing home. Also pray for

Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be
constant in prayer.
~Romans 12:12
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Birthdays
8th – Nick Van Wingerden
10th – Simeon Bjerkaas
11th – Dee Barrera
13th – Yessie Castro-Yanez
20th – Rita Baker
Aaron Marshall
22nd – Beckett Sultze
25th – Andi Bjerkaas
26th – John Lindenmeyer
28th – Jan Musgrove

For you formed my inward
parts; you knitted me together in
my mother's womb. I praise you,
for I am fearfully and wonderfully
made.
Psalm 139:13-14a

Happy Anniversary
14th - Hank & Lollie VandeWerken
I have found the one whom my soul
loves.

Missions Update…. Karl & Glynn Peterson
Heading into 2021, please pray for us and our work:
•

•

•

•
•

•

Classes at the Bible Institute of South Africa begin next week. I can’t wait to engage the
students in my two online distance courses. Pray I’d equip well these future leaders of
God’s church in Africa.
I will travel to Africa in March for three weeks for teaching at the Bible Institute of South
Africa and on the Copperbelt of Zambia. Pray for my preparation and that COVID wouldn’t
hinder this trip.
The Men’s Bible study at our church in the Denver area is off to a good start. I love working
with the four discussion leaders, while I superintend the ministry. Pray God’s word (2
Samuel this semester) would affect these brothers deeply.
Serving as an elder at our local church during this phase of COVID requires love and
perseverance. Pray for both as I serve this dear flock.
My father, Bob Peterson, is now living with us for the time being. With COVID isolation, he
was languishing at his senior center. We love having this 90-year-old patriarch here. Caring
for him is a lot of work and all my siblings are teaming up to help him out. Pray for our
strength and wisdom about the way ahead with his care.
Elsa gives birth to our grandkid #2 in two weeks. Pray for a healthy baby and mom.

Thanks for your prayers for us and our work in Africa and the USA. And thank you for your
generous gift of $1,100 given last month through CMML.
Karl & Glynn Peterson

CHRISTIAN LITERATURE
ADVANCE
P. O. Box 4645
Greenville, SC 29608 – U.S.A.
ronepling@claministries.org

SILLAS & WANGER – CAMPINAS – BRAZIL – JANUARY 2021
Dear Partners in the gospel,
Greetings from Campinas, Brazil!
We began our 2021 visiting our mission in San Marcos. Unfortunately, because of the rain many people didn’t
make it to this service. With God’s blessing, this small
congregation is experiencing a healthy type of growth. Pray for us as we seek to support, mentor, and
encourage pastor Eric and his wife Rosana.
Rejoice with us! We were invited to return to Mozambique this coming July. Brother Karl Peterson is giving
us another opportunity to speak at their annual bible conference for pastors and church leaders. Pray that God
will allow the realization of this edifying event.
Despite the present crisis, our literature ministry is going forward translating, publishing and distributing
new titles. One of them, which we believe is very relevant is Jackie Hill Perry’s book Gay Girl, Good God:
The story of Who I Was, and Who God Has Always Been. Pray that God will use this book to help thousands
of teenagers and young people who are confused by the worldly gender ideology.
Thank you all for investing in God’s kingdom through our lives and ministry!
With love and gratitude,
Sillas & Wanger Campos ☺

