
 

 

March 19, 2020 

Dear Bayview,  

Our Leadership Community met on Tuesday 17 March to make important decisions 
in how we best respond to the current coronavirus crisis. After assessing the advice 
being provided by relevant authorities, and to ensure that we care not only for the 
wellbeing of those at Bayview, but also the wider community, we made the decision 
to immediately cancel all church related activities and events. This includes:  

• Sunday services  
• Life Groups 
• Man Up 
• The Eternals 
• The Tribe 
• MusicTime 
• Fitness Class 

On Wednesday 18 March, the Prime Minister announced a restriction on all 
unessential indoor gatherings over 100 people. We are therefore not able to gather 
on a Sunday until this restriction is lifted.     

We made the difficult decision to cancel all smaller groups and activities not only for 
your safety but we also didn’t want those who facilitate these ministries feeling 
obligated to place themselves at risk. Overseas trends also indicate that restrictions 
on gatherings of five or ten people may also be enforced here in Australia.     

However, we must highlight that we cannot (and would not) place any restrictions 
on those of you who would like to continue meeting with others in the church by 
choice. If you do so, we encourage you to adopt all the social distancing and 
hygiene recommendations that are in place at the time.      

The cancellation of our church services and other ministries in no way lessens our 
responsibility for you. We are deeply aware of Paul’s charge to the leaders in the 
church of Ephesus when he said: The Holy Spirit has put you in charge of these 
people—God’s people they are—to guard and protect them. God himself 
thought they were worth dying for.Acts 20:28 (The Message)  

To ensure we continue to provide a sense of community and connection, pastoral 
and practical care and spiritual input to begin with we will deliver: 
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• A weekly online church service with music, a short sermon, communion, 
testimonies etc. Our amazing team have already begun recording and you 
will receive a link each week to enable you to access the church services. 
They will also be available on CD & DVD. 

• Regular communication via phone, email, text, our Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/bayviewchurch/) and website 
(www.bayviewchurch.org). 

• Pastoral care via home visitation and phone.   
• Prayer support – Brenda Smith, who facilitates our Prayer Ministry sends out 

regular prayer requests to a dedicated Prayer Team. Brenda’s details are at 
the end of this message. 

• A weekly opportunity to connect with myself and others pastorally via Zoom 
(an online video chat forum) – more information to follow.  

What can you do to help? 

To contribute to the ongoing vitality of our church and the broader community, we 
ask you to: 

• Take the initiative and stay in contact those in our church community. We are 
looking to make our contact list available to those who happy to have their 
details made known. 

• Contribute to our online church services by being videotaped leading us in 
communion or prayer, sharing a testimony, or sending a message of 
encouragement. Let me know if you'd like to participate. 

• Continue with your financial support – our bank details are at the end of this 
message. 

• Donate food items to Food for All at Coles McCrae, IGA Dromana, or at 
Woolworths’ two Rosebud stores. 

• Please forward to me any ideas or resources you think that might be helpful 
for us as a church.  

• Pray for one another and for the shalom of our world – for those who are sick 
and anxious, governments and medical researchers and workers.  

Our Ministry Team & Leadership Community will now begin meeting weekly via 
Zoom to monitor this rapidly changing situation and to ensure we are serving you as 
best as we possibly can.    

In a world that is experiencing great turmoil, I remind you of the promise of Jesus 
found in John 14:27, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give 
to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be 
afraid”. 

Shalom,  

Steve Sutton - Senior Pastor  


