


About this Devotional

Typically, the Christmas season is a whirlwind. We get caught up with the lights, familiar music, the rush of 
the crowds, and the hope that all our desires will be met on Christmas morning. But the promise of ultimate 
satisfaction turns out to be untrue. Christmas is fun - we get to spend some time with our family, maybe we 
even get that gift that we have been desiring all year, but when it is all said and done the hope of Christmas 
is lost and we trudge into the new year with only a flickering desire and a new habit that we think may make 
us happy or skinny. But this year, things are different. And perhaps this year, more than any year before, our 
hearts are longing for a bit more. In the loniliness, uncertainty, anxiety, and chaos of 2020, there’s space for 

a different kind of Advent.

This common Western idea of Christmas leaves us asking a question: “What, if anything, is the meaning 
of Christmas?” Christians have historically answered this question by talking about Advent. Advent in 

Latin means “coming,” and has traditionally marked a time of year from the first Sunday in December until 
Christmas Eve. During Advent, Christians take time out of their daily routines to quietly wait and pray for 
the coming of Christ.  The promise of Advent is not simply the promise of a baby in a feeding trough. The 

promise of Advent is that Jesus not only came to earth two thousand years ago, but he is coming again, and 
on that day will flood the earth with the light of his peace, justice, and love.  

For Christians today, the season of Advent is meant to awaken a longing for the coming of Christ. We wait 
symbolically for Christmas, but ultimately for the day when Christ returns. This Advent we have prepared a 
devotional to help people within our community turn their focus away from the craziness that is 2020 and 
toward the promise of Christ’s coming. Our Advent devotional is structured to give each day of this Advent 
season a holy rhythm with prayers and readings at three different times during the day. Don’t feel like you 

necessarily need to complete the entire exercise. Rather, remember that this spiritual practice is about 
connecting with God, not completing a task or earning favor.



Sunday, November 29

Today we light the first candle of the Advent wreath. This is the candle of HOPE. With Christians around the world, we use this light 
to help us prepare our hearts and minds for the coming of God’s Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. May we receive God’s light as we hear 

the words of the prophet Isaiah:

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness — on them light has 
shined.”—Isaiah 9:2

P R A Y E R

Lord as we look forward to the birth of Jesus, we pray that the light of your love for us will help us to become lights in the lives of 
those around us. Prepare our hearts for the joy and gladness of your coming, for Jesus is our hope. Amen.



November 30
Morning 

R E A D I N G 
Luke 1

R E F L E C T I O N 
Luke 1 is full of the story of something very big happening. Children are being born, angels are appearing, and one guy 

randomly goes mute for a period of time. All this signals the arrival of a very important person one who “will shine upon those 
who are in darkness.” The promise of this coming Messiah is changing everything, and no one in the story will be the same.  

After reading Luke 1 can you think of anything in your life that has changed as a result of the appearance of Christ in your life? 
If you find meaningful change, thank God for all that he has done in you. If you struggle to see any difference, press into God 

and ask the Holy Spirit to make Jesus come alive to you.  

Afternoon 
P R A Y E R

O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; it is you who upholds me.

Repeat 3x

Evening 
R E A D I N G 

Psalm 146 

P R A Y E R
Protect me Lord, as I stay awake; watch over me as I sleep, that I may 

   watch with Christ, and asleep, rest in his peace. Amen. 



December 1
Morning 

R E A D I N G 
Luke 2

R E F L E C T I O N 
Jesus’ birth is not the type of grand event that we may have expected. Instead of a being born into a palace, he is born into 

abject poverty. The world will not take notice of the King that is born in their midst, but the world is changed nonetheless. At 
this point in the story we have no way of knowing what impact Jesus will have on the world, but his words in the temple as a 

boy do foreshadow for us the person he is to become. We see that Jesus will change the world, but we do not know in what way 
that change will happen. 

We see in the story of Jesus’ birth something of immense value was hidden from the world. Only a few lowly shepherds were 
even told about the significance of Jesus’ birth. This Christmas season it may be helpful for us to attempt to discover the value 

of lost and hidden things. So many things bought new can often be found at used, secondhand, or vintage shops at a lower 
price, better quality, and possibly with more personality! Go on the search for gifts your friends and family will love just as 

much while also celebrating the fact that you are helping to create a stronger market for quality, used goods in the US while 
also helping to reduce the total amount of stuff we consume that eventually ends up in our landfills. 

Afternoon 
P R A Y E R

O God, Come to my assistance
O Lord, make haste to help me

Repeat 3x

Evening 
R E A D I N G 

Psalm 122

P R A Y E R
Protect me Lord, as I stay awake; watch over me as I sleep, that I may 

   watch with Christ, and asleep, rest in his peace. Amen. 



December 2
Morning 

R E A D I N G 
Luke 3

R E F L E C T I O N 
What value is John the Baptist in the Gospel of Luke? Up until this point in the story we have seen two primary characters: 
Jesus and John. Luke tells us John was preparing the way for Jesus and making the ground straight under his feet. John’s job 

is to point to Jesus, and only after we see Jesus baptized do we come to the full realization Jesus is in fact the Son of God. 
This proclamation changes everything, and from this point forward Jesus takes center stage. This story helps us see the most 

important thing is always Jesus, never ourselves. 

Does the story of your life revolve around Jesus? What are the things in your life that compete for your attention? Keeping 
Christ at the center of our lives is the ultimate challenge for every Christian. Ask God to help you move a little further down 

path of discipleship today by helping you to keep Christ at the center.   

Afternoon 
P R A Y E R

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in Heaven, Hallowed by your Name.

May your Kingdom come, and your will be done, on earth as in Heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil;
For your is the Kingdom and the power and the glory

Forever and ever. Amen.

Evening 
R E A D I N G 

Psalm 80

P R A Y E R
Protect me Lord, as I stay awake; watch over me as I sleep, that I may 

   watch with Christ, and asleep, rest in his peace. Amen. 



December 3
Morning 

R E A D I N G 
Luke 4

R E F L E C T I O N 
Temptation is a plight common to us all. Any human who has ever lived knows what it feels like to want something you know 

you should not have. Jesus’ temptation is no different from ours and shows us the way through such temptations. Jesus 
thwarted the devil’s schemes by using the truth of scripture. Simply quoting scripture doesn’t free us from temptation and sin 

like some type of magical incantation, but Jesus was not simply reciting. The truth that lay behind each of those scriptures 
resided deep within his heart. It is when we have inculcated God’s truth that we are able to combat our fallen state. Truth is 

not truth to us until we can live it out as though it were our own. Jesus simply breathed out the truth of God’s reality as though 
it were something totally natural to him. He had the word of God deep within his heart. The challenge is the same for us: to 

be people who have the word in our hearts and on our lips, but that type of understanding only happens as we take deliberate 
steps to infuse our lives with God’s truth.

Walking through this Advent devotional is a tremendous way to keep your mind focused on God, but it is not the only way to 
do so. As we move through this season of Advent be sure to take the time to really reflect on the truths you read in scripture. 

Reading the word of God changes us if we let it. Be mindful of not simply reading to get through the passage, but be mindful of 
the words on the page and listen for the Holy Spirit to speak to you through them.  

Afternoon 
P R A Y E R

O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, Have mercy on me a sinner

Repeat 3x

Evening 
R E A D I N G 

Psalm 25

P R A Y E R
Protect me Lord, as I stay awake; watch over me as I sleep, that I may 

   watch with Christ, and asleep, rest in his peace. Amen. 



December 4
Morning 

R E A D I N G 
Luke 5

R E F L E C T I O N 
What is it about Jesus that either attracts people or makes them angry? Jesus is always walking this tightrope of attracting the 
marginalized people of the world and frustrating the establishment. No one in any of the stories in chapter five expect Jesus to 
do any of the things  he does, but after the fact they react one of two ways: they are either astonished or angry. The Pharisees 

often end up mad while people for whom miracles were performed walk away in amazement. The message of Jesus in the 
gospel is polarizing. And it is very rare that the people in power like what Jesus has to say, but of prime importance to us should 
be who Jesus attracted; the poor, the sick, and the culturally disenfranchised. Christianity often loses its power and significance 

when it allies itself with power and influence, but when the message of Jesus is subversive when it swims against the stream of 
popular opinion, the power of God is revealed.

 
The consumer culture of America has taken much of the imagery and significance of the message of Christmas and put it to 
use to sell things. This Christmas, part of the way you can identify with the subversive message of the gospel is by connecting 
with those who our culture tends to forget: the poor, the sick, prisoners, and those without family are all in need of the good 

news of Advent. This Christmas season, be aware of those who are in true need.

Afternoon 
P R A Y E R

Glory to the Father and to the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
Both now and always, and unto the ages and ages. Amen

Repeat 3x

Evening 
R E A D I N G 

Psalm 72

P R A Y E R
Protect me Lord, as I stay awake; watch over me as I sleep, that I may 

   watch with Christ, and asleep, rest in his peace. Amen. 



Morning
R E A D I N G 

Luke 6

R E F L E C T I O N 
Luke 6 begins the big teaching passage of the Gospel as Jesus comes down after selecting his twelve disciples and begins to 

teach them his way. Jesus tells them about the importance of the poor in God’s economy, about the way to repay evil with 
good, and about how to look more closely at personal shortcomings than to the sin of others. All of these teachings show us 

that God is not so concerned with the external signs of righteousness or success, but rather what is of true value.

Too often we forget about the things that truly matter to God. We walk past the poor; we return an unkind word from a co-
worker with jab of our own. We refuse to see our own sin and choose instead to blame everyone around us for the issues in our 
lives.  The message of Jesus gets to the bottom of all of this. It forces us to look at our own motives and desires. The message of 
Jesus forces us to ask honest questions of ourselves even if we don’t like the answers. But the joy of the gospel is that even when 

we ask hard questions and the answers are not necessarily good, we are still able to rest in the knowledge we are loved by 
God and Jesus has already paid the price for all of our missteps. In fact, leaning on the love of Christ for us is the exact way we 
combat our own dysfunction. Today, be mindful of God’s love for you, rest in the knowledge that no matter the sins you have 
committed or sin that you know hold in your heart. God still loves you, and this love will steady you as you live the type of life 

Jesus offers to all of us.

Afternoon 
P R A Y E R

Lord, you know have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these eyes of mine have seen the savior 
whom you have prepared for all the world to see: A light to enlighten the nations, and the glory of your people. Amen

Evening 
R E A D I N G 

Psalm 4

P R A Y E R
Protect me Lord, as I stay awake; watch over me as I sleep, that I may 

   watch with Christ, and asleep, rest in his peace. Amen. 

December 5



Sunday, December 6

Today we relight the candle of HOPE. Now we light the candle for the second Sunday in Advent. This is the candle of PEACE. As 
we prepare for the coming of Jesus, we remember that Jesus is our hope and our peace. From the prophet Isaiah:

“For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” —Isaiah 9:6-7

From the Gospel of John:

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not 
let them be afraid.”—John 14:27

P R A Y E R
Lord, we pray that we may find peace as we prepare for Jesus’ birth. May divisions in ourselves and in our families be peacefully 

resolved. May there be peace in our cities and in the countries of our world. Help us to see the paths of peace in our lives, and give 
us the courage to follow them. Lord, let us remember that you only are the giver of lasting peace and that you are always with us. 

Amen.



Morning 
R E A D I N G 

Luke 7

R E F L E C T I O N 
In the parable of the two debtors Jesus sets up an interesting paradigm for forgiveness. He tells Simon the currency that 

matters most to God is love. The debt of sin can never outweigh love.  No amount of sin can keep any of us from God’s love 
so long as we desire to be with Jesus.  This truth comes as a great comfort to those of us who feel weighed down by our own 
sin and dysfunction. And our reaction should be the same as the women who ascribed such great worth to him. We should 

respond to the free gift of Gods grace with praise and worship of the one who has provided for our deliverance. 
 

Too often we lose sight of the importance of worshipping God. Our hearts grow cold as we are more concerned with our daily 
schedule and the worries of life to allow ourselves to turn to God with thanksgiving. During this season of Advent, be sure to 

engage both your heart and mind in the worship of God. Often, it is hard to even summon up the emotional energy to want to 
worship God, but as we take deliberate steps toward him and open ourselves up to the Holy Spirit, the goodness and grace of 
God will flood our hearts and minds, causing us to turn to him with praise. It might be difficult at first and it might not happen 

all the time, but as we seek God we will find him.

Afternoon 
P R A Y E R

Evening 
R E A D I N G 

Psalm 10 

P R A Y E R
Protect me Lord, as I stay awake; watch over me as I sleep, that I may 

   watch with Christ, and asleep, rest in his peace. Amen. 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace 
to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God 
and Father, we worship you, we give you 

thanks, we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 
Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away 
the sins of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the 

Father: receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you 
alone are the Lord, you alone are the 

Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the 

glory of God the Father. 
Amen.

December 7



Morning 
R E A D I N G 

Luke 8

R E F L E C T I O N 
The Parable of the Sower can stir up some interesting questions for those of us who live in America during the Christmas 

season. We can spend our material resources in ways that produce fruit or in ways that, in the long run, will be of no real value. 
Think about some of the Christmas gifts you have received in your life. How many of those things have been truly meaningful 

to you? How many of those gifts produced fruit? 

This Christmas season, think about some ways that you can use your recourses to bear true fruit. Your gifts can have a story as 
great as the gift is. Look for stores that support and market fair trade products, locally made products, and actively trying to 

conduct their business with high ethics for others worldwide.

 

Afternoon 
P R A Y E R

O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; it is you who upholds me.

Repeat 3x

Evening 
R E A D I N G 

Psalm 146

P R A Y E R
Protect me Lord, as I stay awake; watch over me as I sleep, that I may 

   watch with Christ, and asleep, rest in his peace. Amen. 

December 8



Morning 
R E A D I N G 

Luke 9

R E F L E C T I O N 
The Transfiguration story in Luke 9v28 is a story that seems out of place in the narrative. It follows directly after the feeding 

of the five thousand and seems to let us all see Jesus is, in fact, the Son of God. But it also raises a question: why doesn’t Jesus 
walk around all the time in this transfigured form? It seems like his message would have far more impact if he walked around 

like a shiny ghost all the time. But if this was the case, what would the real result be? People would follow Jesus because of 
what he could do and not necessarily who he was. The mark of his message would then be power and influence rather than 

service and submission.  

Followers of Jesus today often get this whole enterprise backwards as well. We want Jesus to be all-powerful and show up in 
dramatic ways, but we don’t want to do the things he actually did, like love poor and marginalized people. The truth is, the 

real significance of the Gospel of Jesus is not the power and influence part; it’s the part about service and love. That is why the 
New Testament talks about the church as the body of Christ. It is the calling of Jesus’ followers today to do for the people we 
encounter what Jesus would do for them. We are called to love and serve those whom we come into contact with, to lay our 

lives down even for people who we don’t like (or who don’t like us).

Afternoon 
P R A Y E R

 

Repeat 3x

Evening 
R E A D I N G 

Psalm 126

P R A Y E R
Protect me Lord, as I stay awake; watch over me as I sleep, that I may 

   watch with Christ, and asleep, rest in his peace. Amen. 

December 9



Morning 
R E A D I N G 

Luke 10

R E F L E C T I O N 
Who is my neighbor? The answer to this question has far reaching implications; it dictates the type of people we are in the 

world. Jesus chooses not to give the lawyer who asked the question a straight answer. Instead he tells the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. In this story it is the least likely person that lends help to the beaten man. It is not the religious or the pious. It seems 
that all their rules have gotten in the way of the one thing that matters: love. Jesus shows us that everyone is our neighbor and 
when we allow religious or political ideologies to prevent us from showing love to people, we have totally missed the mark. We 

have missed the heart of Jesus.  

The challenge for us is to be better neighbors to the people we meet every day, and also to those who we do not yet know. The 
Christmas season is an incredible time to put into practice the idea of being a good neighbor. Take time to think of ways to 

reflect Jesus to those who live near you and those who you see every day.

Afternoon 
P R A Y E R

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in Heaven, Hallowed by your Name.

May your Kingdom come, and your will be done, on earth as in Heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil;
For your is the Kingdom and the power and the glory

Forever and ever. Amen.

Evening 
R E A D I N G 

Psalm 89

P R A Y E R
Protect me Lord, as I stay awake; watch over me as I sleep, that I may 

   watch with Christ, and asleep, rest in his peace. Amen. 

December 10



Morning 
R E A D I N G 

Luke 11

R E F L E C T I O N 
Ask, seek, and knock. For many of us these three words have come to define what prayer is all about. We want or need 

something, so we pray God would give it to us. We pray early and often because we are convinced the more time we put in, 
the better our chances of hitting the prayer jackpot. But this instruction on prayer does not focus on the acquisition of what we 

want and desire. Rather, in v. 13 we see the gift the Father wants to give to us is the Holy Spirit. God wants to give us himself. 
This passage is for people who think they need to jump through hoops in order to have an encounter with God. Jesus flips this 
whole idea on its head. He tells us that all we need in order to connect with God is a desire to do so. All we have to do is knock 

or ask and God the Holy Spirit will be our reward. This God is not hidden. All he requires is a willing and open heart.  

Have you ever felt like you were not good enough or spiritual enough to have a relationship with God? We learn from the 
scriptures that there is no such thing as a person who is good or spiritual enough. Spend some time today simply asking God to 
be with you. Open your heart up to the idea that he loves you and wants to be with you. The promise of Scripture is that when 

we do, the Holy Spirit will be with us.   

Afternoon 
P R A Y E R

O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, Have mercy on me a sinner

Repeat 3x

Evening 
R E A D I N G 

Psalm 72

P R A Y E R
Protect me Lord, as I stay awake; watch over me as I sleep, that I may 

   watch with Christ, and asleep, rest in his peace. Amen. 

December 11



Morning 
R E A D I N G 

Luke 12

R E F L E C T I O N 
Chapter twelve begins a section of Luke where Jesus gives a series of warnings. In this section there is a call to repentance (v. 

13-12), an encouragement to be ready (v. 35-48), and a promise of division (v. 49-59). All this leads us to ask where the Jesus 
that was full of love went. But to neglect the warnings in Jesus’ message is to neglect the seriousness of his message. Jesus is 
showing us a new and better way to live, not simply a giving us a fun recipe for cookies. There are natural consequences for 

us when we choose not to live in the light of Jesus.  In truth, everyone has felt what happens when we hide ourselves from God. 
We have all felt our souls shrivel when we are not connected to him. Jesus’ warning is an apt one, and his followers must be of 

sober minds and think clearly about what a life without Jesus truly does to us.  

 Advent is a time when we anticipate the coming of Jesus because we understand the great need that we have for him. The 
world is in desperate need of salvation and so are we. Take some time today to reflect on your need for Jesus. Think about the 

ways that Jesus has brought you through thus far but also think about those things in your life that are in desperate need of his 
healing and love. Then simply ask him to help you to change, develop, and grow. God’s presence will flood our lives if we are 

open and willing to follow in the way of Jesus. 

Afternoon 
P R A Y E R

Glory to the Father and to the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
Both now and always, and unto the ages and ages. Amen

Repeat 3x

Evening 
R E A D I N G 

Psalm 96

P R A Y E R
Protect me Lord, as I stay awake; watch over me as I sleep, that I may 

   watch with Christ, and asleep, rest in his peace. Amen. 

December 12



Sunday, December 13

Today we relight the first two candles of the Advent wreath. The candle of HOPE and the candle of PEACE. Now we light the third 
candle of Advent. This is the candle of JOY. As the coming of Jesus, our Savior, draws nearer, our joy builds with our anticipation of 

his birth. From the Book of Isaiah we read the words of our Lord:

“But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight.”—
Isaiah 65:18

From the New Testament, the words of Paul to the people of the church at Galatia:

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. If we live by the 
Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.”—Galatians 5:22-25

P R A Y E R

We joyfully praise you, O Lord, for the fulfillment of your promise of a Savior and what that means in our lives. Thank you for the gift 
of salvation through the birth of your son, Jesus. Create us anew as we wait, and help us to see your glory as you fill our lives with 

your living Spirit. Amen.



Morning 
R E A D I N G 

Luke 13

R E F L E C T I O N 
“What is the kingdom of God like, and to what shall I compare it?” Jesus asks this rhetorical question to set up two quick 
parables about little things becoming big. But the question is also a good one for us. It is difficult for us to describe what 
the Kingdom of God is like to those around us. In fact, telling people about what the Kingdom of God is like will never be 

successful. It is only by means of demonstration we are able to see and grasp the kingdom of God. Our lives and communities 
must be living parables displaying to the world what the Kingdom of God is like. The Kingdom of God must be primarily shown 

before it is told. 

Because the kingdom of God cannot be argued into peoples lives and must instead shown, it may be helpful to think of the 
things in your life that convinced you of the reality of the Kingdom of God. What interaction or experience helped you to see 

God more clearly? Are you effectively demonstrating that in your life today?

Afternoon 
P R A Y E R

Lord, you know have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these eyes of mine have seen the savior 

whom you have prepared for all the world to see: A light to enlighten the nations, and the glory of your people. Amen

Evening 
R E A D I N G 

Psalm 97

P R A Y E R
Protect me Lord, as I stay awake; watch over me as I sleep, that I may 

   watch with Christ, and asleep, rest in his peace. Amen. 

December 14



Morning 
R E A D I N G 

Luke 14

R E F L E C T I O N 
All the stories and parables in Luke 14 are about the cost of discipleship. It is not uncommon for us to neglect the way of Jesus because it 

does not seem expedient or fun.  Every time we choose to live in ways that move contrary to the Gospel, we neglect the truth and choose to 
live in darkness rather then light.  Sometimes telling a lie is easier then telling the truth. Sometimes bad-mouthing a co-worker seems to be 

the best way to get ahead. But every time we do these things we are actually dealing a blow to our soul. Jesus invites us to follow him not 
because he wants us to endure difficulty, but because he wants our souls to flourish. And flourishing takes some work. It requires that we 

pick up our cross from time to time. It requires that we choose the more difficult path when doing the easy thing seems so tempting.
 

During this Christmas season it is easy to simply float along with the masses. We buy the hottest item; we do and say all the right things 
all the while harboring hurt, anger, and jealousy in our heart.  Sometimes swimming against the stream of society is difficult, when we 
know we are called to say no to some things that everyone is saying yes to.  Being a disciple of Jesus should cost us something, and if it 

does not, we are simply living on instinct, gratifying the desires of our sinful nature. This Christmas, it is a good idea to not get everything 
we want. Take inventory of your desires and evaluate why you want what you want.  Maybe when you do that you will see that denying 

yourself some item or activity will actually free up some room for you soul to flourish, for your heart to find God in the space that used to 
be occupied by a desire for clothes, technology, food, or even a feeling.

Afternoon 
P R A Y E R

Evening 
R E A D I N G 

Psalm 98

P R A Y E R
Protect me Lord, as I stay awake; watch over me as I sleep, that I may 

   watch with Christ, and asleep, rest in his peace. Amen. 

December 15

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to 
his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God 
and Father, we worship you, we give you 

thanks, we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away 

the sins of the world: have mercy on us; you 
are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone 

are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the 

glory of God the Father. 
Amen.



Morning
R E A D I N G 

Luke 15

R E F L E C T I O N 
The parable of the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the prodigal son are all stories that have indelibly shaped the way Christians 
think about the love of God. The love and care displayed in these stories is so compelling that we almost cannot speak about 

God’s love removed from these stories. Parables like these are not to be explained and dissected.  For thousands of years, 
Christians have read these stories in the hope that they would transform them on the inside.  Reading stories like these should 

change us in an even greater way than a beautiful piece of art or music should change us. The truth of these parables comes to 
us only as we read and listen to them, as we put ourselves into the story imagining what it would be like to be the prodigal son 

or the lost sheep.  

Today, revisit these three stories of chapter 15 a few more times. Don’t attempt to simply rush through them, but read in order 
to put yourself in the middle of the native. Try to see the stories from the perspective of the different characters, then think 

about the ways God’s love is reflected in the stories. Does your picture of who God is match the picture in these stories or do 
you have a different understanding of who God is? 

Afternoon 
P R A Y E R

O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; it is you who upholds me.

Repeat 3x

Evening 
R E A D I N G 

Psalm 146 

P R A Y E R
Protect me Lord, as I stay awake; watch over me as I sleep, that I may 

   watch with Christ, and asleep, rest in his peace. Amen. 

December 16



Morning 
R E A D I N G 

Luke 16

R E F L E C T I O N 
The parable of the unrighteous steward says something very profound about the way we use the resources we have been 

given. What is most evident from this parable is that we are held responsible for the way in which we leverage out material and 
personal recourses in the world;  whether we spend our resources on selfish endeavors or we bury or hoard it all for ourselves. 
God has given every one of us something we can use to bless those around us.  Our gifts, talents, time, and money have been 

given to us so that we can steward them for the Kingdom of God.  

Advent is a perfect time of year to take inventory of how we are using our resources. You can look at your budget and 
determine what percentage you are giving away or how much you are spending on meaningless things. From time to time we 
must all take stock of how we spend our time and make sure that we are orienting our lives around those things which matter 
most. If left unchecked, the recourses of our money and time will inevitably be spent selfishly, but if we allow the message of 
Jesus to penetrate our minds, we begin to do the work of having our recourses revolve around the proper and Godly things.

Afternoon
P r a y e r

O God, Come to my assistance
O Lord, make haste to help me

Repeat 3x

Evening 
R E A D I N G 

Psalm 126

P R A Y E R
Protect me Lord, as I stay awake; watch over me as I sleep, that I may 

   watch with Christ, and asleep, rest in his peace. Amen. 

December 17



Morning 
R E A D I N G 

Luke 17

R E F L E C T I O N 
 Chapter 17 is full of the language of Advent. Jesus speaks cryptically to his disciple about his second coming, the time when 
the Kingdom of God will be revealed. The language he uses is attention-grabbing and, at times, even scary. The challenge 
when reading this section is to not get bogged down with all the apocalyptic imagery.  Instead we should concern ourselves 

with the urgency with which Jesus communicates these things to us. There is a lot at stake in our world. God cares about what 
happens here and the way the church conducts itself in the world has massive implications. What is important to us is often not 

important to God and it is when we lose sight of the Gospel that we can entirely miss God’s desire for the world.
 

During Advent we wait in anticipation of Christ’s coming into the world, but too often we lose sight of what that coming 
actually means for us.  We get lost in the fog of our own lives and stop waiting, stop looking and longing for his coming. This 
Advent allow God to re-instill a sense of longing for him.  Ask the Holy Spirit to help you see the importance of Advent and to 

feel its significance deep down inside. 

Afternoon 
P R A Y E R

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in Heaven, Hallowed by your Name.

May your Kingdom come, and your will be done, on earth as in Heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil;
For your is the Kingdom and the power and the glory

Forever and ever. Amen.

Evening 
R E A D I N G 

Psalm 80

P R A Y E R
Protect me Lord, as I stay awake; watch over me as I sleep, that I may 

   watch with Christ, and asleep, rest in his peace. Amen. 

December 18



Morning 
R E A D I N G 

Luke 18

R E F L E C T I O N 
When Jesus responds to the rich young ruler in Luke 18v22, he was addressing the thing the young man cared most about 

in all the world: his money. The young ruler was observantly religious, fulfilling all the obligations of the law, but he still had 
something he placed above the worship of God. Jesus’ instruction was for him to remove idol of wealth from his life but the 

man was unable to. Externally he worshiped God but internally he worshiped his money.  

The story of the rich young ruler should cause us to pause and evaluate our relationship to our money and possessions. We 
live in the most prosperous nation in world history, and if it was easy for the rich young ruler to worship his money, how easy 

must it be for us to do the same?  Christmas is a wonderful time of year to test your dependence on and worship of money and 
possessions. Do you deeply desire “things” this Christmas? Do you see the possibility of receiving a gift as a way to make you 

happy? How would you feel about Christmas if you did not receive anything? Would you still be able to worship God with joy?

Afternoon 
P R A Y E R

O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, Have mercy on me a sinner

Repeat 3x

Evening 
R E A D I N G 

Psalm 25

P R A Y E R
Protect me Lord, as I stay awake; watch over me as I sleep, that I may 

   watch with Christ, and asleep, rest in his peace. Amen. 

December 19



Sunday, December 20

Today we relight the first three candles of the Advent Wreath — the candles of HOPE, PEACE, and JOY. Now we light the fourth 
candle of Advent. This is the candle of LOVE. Jesus demonstrated self-giving love in his ministry as the Good Shepherd. Advent is a 
time for kindness, thinking of others, and sharing with others. It is a time to love as God loved us by giving us his most precious gift. 

As God is love, let us be love also. In the Book of Deuteronomy, we find these words:

“For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who is not partial and takes no 
bribe, who executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and who loves the strangers, providing them food and clothing. You shall 

also love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.”—Deuteronomy 10:17-19a

From the Gospel of John we hear:

“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”—John 13:34-35

P R A Y E R
Teach us to love, O Lord. May we always remember to put you first as we follow Christ’s footsteps, that we may know your love and 

show it in our lives. As we prepare for our celebration of Jesus’ birth, also fill our hearts with love for the world, that all may know your 
love and the one whom you have sent, your son, our Savior. Amen.



Morning 
R E A D I N G 

Luke 19

R E F L E C T I O N 
Chapter 19 begins the portion of Luke dealing with the passion, crucifixion, and resurrection of Jesus. Everything Jesus does 

points toward Jerusalem and toward the cross. The narrative of Luke reaches it apex as Jesus enters into the ancient city 
of Jerusalem to shouts of both King and Lord, but the mood quickly shifts when Jesus weeps over the city. Jesus knows he is 
headed to the cross in only a week’s time and the people who are now cheering him will soon be calling for his death. The 

crowd does not understand what is about to happen and it is out of their ignorance that they cheer and praise Jesus, but Jesus’ 
reaction to his welcome into Jerusalem shows us that even though they do not understand, Jesus still has great care for them. 

He still longs that they would see who he is and what he is doing, and it is in fact his love for them that will carry him to the 
cross.  

 
Before any of us were aware of it, Jesus loved us and laid down his life for us. Long before we were born God already had a 

plan that he was carrying out through the church. And all the time that we were floundering in our own sin and dysfunction 
Jesus desperately desired that we would come to him so that he could take away our sin and guilt. It is easy to look down upon 

the crowds in Luke to think they are dumb or blind until we see that we have done the same thing. Take some time to thank 
Jesus for what he has done for you. Ask him to open up your eyes to the truth of the Gospel and to walk away from sin and 

deception.

 

Afternoon 
P R A Y E R

Glory to the Father and to the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
Both now and always, and unto the ages and ages. Amen

Repeat 3x

Evening 
R E A D I N G 

Psalm 89 

P R A Y E R
Protect me Lord, as I stay awake; watch over me as I sleep, that I may 

   watch with Christ, and asleep, rest in his peace. Amen. 

December 21



Morning 
R E A D I N G 

Luke 20

R E F L E C T I O N 
 Chapter 20 is full of examples of the religious leaders of Israel attempting to catch Jesus in theological traps. They ask him about 
taxes, (which was an even more contentious subject two thousand years ago then it is today) marriage, and the resurrection, all 

questions that if Jesus answered would place him in a certain religious camp. Basically, the religious leaders wanted to know where 
he stood on the issues. In modern terms they were trying to figure out if he was a republican or a democrat, what was he for and 
what was he against. But Jesus refuses to be pigeonholed or categorized. He gives answers to all their questions that place him 

fully outside the neatly defined political and religious structures of his day. Jesus’ message most certainly had ramifications for the 
political and religious realms, but it did not align with any. Jesus’ message both subverted and transcended the structures of his 

day because it was not about taking sides or gaining power. Jesus’ message was primarily about service and love, two things that 
cannot be politicized or used to control.  

 
The message of the Gospel cannot be fit into anyone’s box. It is utterly unique and different from all political and religious structures 
because it is not, primarily, about either of those things. The power of the Gospel is not found in its a ability to bolster one side over 

another, and it most certainly is not about gaining power over people. In a religious climate where we hear a lot about “Culture 
Wars” or the “War on Christmas” it is important to remember that the Gospel is not about winning, its about serving. And if Jesus 

was mostly concerned with being judged to be right in the court of public opinion, dying on a cross sure was a strange way to 
accomplish that goal. The Christmas season is a great time to remember that the message of Jesus is about serving and loving 
everyone regardless of religious or political ideology. Remember the hallmark of the Christian faith is not rightness; it is love. To 
better help you do this, be intentional about making friends with someone who believes differently than you. Maybe they have 

different political ideas or are of a different faith. It is when you are able to serve and love these people in the same way that you can 
a member of your own family or church that you can see that the truth of the Gospel is truly working its way into your heart.

 

Afternoon 
P R A Y E R

Lord, you know have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these eyes of mine have seen the savior whom 

you have prepared for all the world to see: A light to enlighten the nations, and the glory of your people. Amen

Evening 
R E A D I N G 

Psalm 96 

P R A Y E R
Protect me Lord, as I stay awake; watch over me as I sleep, that I may 

   watch with Christ, and asleep, rest in his peace. Amen. 

December 22



Morning 
R E A D I N G 

Luke 21

R E F L E C T I O N 
In chapter 21, Jesus once again speaks about the future, “things to come,” and “The Son of Man coming in a cloud.” This language 
is easy to get caught up on. It seems strange there are grand images of the sea foaming and people running for the hills to flee the 

coming desolation. The temptation when we read these passages is to think that they are all about the apocalypse or some yet 
unseen catastrophe. But in this passage, Jesus speaks about what foreign armies will do to Jerusalem and Israel.  

This passage opens with the widow giving her coins. Are you giving with a grateful heart this season? It can be easy to focus on 
giving big and grand gifts this season, but we should focus on giving in meaningful and sacrificial ways. 

 

Afternoon 
P R A Y E R

Evening 
R E A D I N G 

Psalm 97

P R A Y E R
Protect me Lord, as I stay awake; watch over me as I sleep, that I may 

   watch with Christ, and asleep, rest in his peace. Amen. 

December 22

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to 
his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God 
and Father, we worship you, we give you 

thanks, we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away 

the sins of the world: have mercy on us; you 
are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone 

are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the 

glory of God the Father. 
Amen.



Morning 
R E A D I N G 

Isaiah 9v1-7

R E F L E C T I O N 
We are a people who were once walking in darkness who have now seen the great light of Jesus coming! He has arrived on 
earth to make what was wrong right again. He has come to bring peace to our conflict. He came as a child to tip all of our 

ideas of who he would be and what he would do on its head. He has come not to become our government but to carry all of 
our human authorities on his shoulders. He is our   Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  Everlasting Father, and our Prince of 

Peace!

This Christmas Eve celebrate the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, but let that celebration stir up a holy longing for his second 
coming.  A longing for the day when there will be no more war or pain.  The day when every tear will be wiped away justice 
will role.  Peace on earth and good will to all men is not a pie in the ski hope that we entertain once a year. It is an airtight 

promise given to us by God and sealed by the resurrection of Jesus.  So celebrate, open presents enjoy your family and above 
all remember his coming and hope for his coming again.  

Afternoon 
P R A Y E R

O God, Come to my assistance
O Lord, make haste to help me

Repeat 3x

Evening 
R E A D I N G 

Psalm 80

P R A Y E R
Protect me Lord, as I stay awake; watch over me as I sleep, that I may 

   watch with Christ, and asleep, rest in his peace. Amen. 

December 24




