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Updated 8-27-20 
 
Dear First Missionary Church Family, 
 
Please read the following update concerning worship services, ministries, and events at First Missionary Church. 

 
Sunday Worship Services and Ministries at First Missionary Church  

BEFORE YOU COME:  

• SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES – Sunday Service times are still 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Both Worship services are identical. 
We will do our best to practice social distancing but cannot guarantee it. 

• FACE COVERINGS – Per the Indiana state mask mandate, we are asking everyone ages 8 and up to wear a face covering 
for worship services and for any ministry or event in the church building for the foreseeable future. Per the Indiana mask 
mandate, face masks are recommended for ages 3 through 7, so parents, it is up to you to determine this for your child. 
If you need one, we have disposable face masks available. While none of us enjoy wearing face masks, we believe it is 
wise to follow the state’s request. Here is a challenging article entitled “4 Reasons to Wear a Face Mask, Even if you Hate 
it.”  https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/4-reasons-wear-mask/ 

• KIDS MINISTRY – Kids ministry has resumed. Parents will still need to use the check-in system for their kids, and all kids 
ages 2 and up will start in the worship service with their families. Here are some more details: 

1. A Nursery and 1-year-old combined room will be staffed and available for the entire worship service. 
2. For ages 2 through 2nd Grade, children will begin in the sanctuary with their families. Partway through the 

service, they will be dismissed for children’s church. There are 2 children’s church classes: 
a. Children’s Church for 2-year-olds through 4-year-olds 
b. Children’s Church for pre-K through 2nd grade 

3. 3rd grade and older will remain in the worship service. 
4. Parents, if you do not feel comfortable sending your children, they are welcome to be in the sanctuary for the 

entire worship service. 

• STAY SAFE – If you’re sick, including experiencing any symptoms that are common to the COVID-19 virus, please keep 
yourself and everyone else safe by remaining at home for worship.  

• SIGN UP – Please continue to sign-up for worship services. This enables us to keep a record of who attended the 
service. Visit our website (fmcberne.com) or app each week to reserve spots for a particular worship service hour. Sign-
ups will be available starting Monday each week. If you do not have access to the website or app, please call the church 
office at 260-589-2991. Notice: you must sign up EACH PERSON from your family EACH WEEK. (To download the app, 
search for “Church by MinistryOne” in your app store. It is a purple app with a white cross. After downloading, search for 
our church name.)  

• ONLINE SERVICE – We will continue to offer worship services online. You have a few options to participate in worship 
online: 

1. Livestreaming: we will livestream both worship services. Go to www.fmcberne.com, “Live Stream” or 
worship online live on our App, Facebook Live, or YouTube channel (First Missionary Church of Berne).  

2. If you miss the livestream worship service, you can view the archived worship service online later on our 
website, church app, YouTube channel, or Facebook page. 
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3. Swiss Village residents: you will continue to have the option to view the worship service as normal on 
Sundays at 1 p.m. and Thursdays at 9 a.m. via the DVD. 

• SUNDAY SCHOOL – At this time, we are NOT offering any Sunday morning in-person classes for kids, students, and 
adults, but we are discussing when Sunday School will begin. If you are part of an adult Sunday School class, please stay 
in touch with your teacher as you may meet in person outdoors or at the church building during the week in the youth 
ministry center (please sign up for a time to use the building). 

WHEN YOU GET HERE:  

• PARKING AND ENTERING – Please park in the FRONT parking lot only. Enter through Door #2 (the main entrance). 

• GREETERS – We’ll be happy to serve you by opening the exterior doors as you arrive and depart the facility, or we will 
keep the front doors propped open. 

• DISTANCE – Please help us by maintaining appropriate distance from other people who have chosen to attend.  

• HAND SANITIZER - We’ll have hand sanitizer readily available, and we encourage you to use it as you both enter and 
exit the building.  

• SEATING – Every person or household will be seated in the sanctuary so that everyone is properly distanced (similar to 
a wedding). We will do our best to encourage distancing but cannot always guarantee it. 

• BULLETINS and BIBLES – We will not be providing bulletins or Bibles in the seats. Announcements will be on the web 
page and the app. 

• GREETING – Please be mindful of others when greeting. We will step away from our typical congregational greeting 
time for a season.  

• COFFEE – We will not be serving food and coffee. Pastor Rick may cry. J   

AS YOU LEAVE:  

• DISMISSAL – We will dismiss you row by row to ensure social distancing (similar to a wedding). 

• TITHES & OFFERINGS – We will not be passing the offering plate. Instead, we have offering boxes installed at our 
entrances where you can worship through giving.  

• DEPARTING – We LOVE you, and we’re going to be THRILLED to see you again! But we’ll kindly ask you to exit the 
building in good measure so that we have time to prepare for the next service, but please feel free to stay and 
fellowship outside. We have been encouraged how many people have stayed after the service to fellowship. 

• SANITIZING – We’ll sanitize the building after each of the worship services. 

Please feel free to reach out with questions or concerns. We are thankful that we can still meet in person and offer 
services online as well. To God be the glory! 

In Christ,                 

  --Rick Schwartz, Senior Pastor                    

  --Ben Sprunger, Church Chairman 


