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It’s about Jesus. It’s about how His life, death, and 
resurrection sets us free from the rules and lies that we 

think keep us from God.

It’s about people. It’s about the people who follow Jesus 
taking His message of life and hope beyond our walls to 

a broken and hurting world.
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Core Values
Grow
Intentionally

Intentionally developing 
one another to become 
more like Christ 
(Colossians 2:6-7)

Serve
 Creatively

Utilizing our unique 
gifts to help others 

(1 Peter 4:10)

Connect
Authentically

Experiencing God’s 
love through cultivating 
healthy relationships 
(Matthew 22:39)

Reach
  Compassionately

Impacting people near 
and far with the reality of 

God’s love in Christ
(Matthew 28:19-20)

Worship
Wholeheartedly

First Missionary Church 
is a community of people 
who have responded to 
God’s invitation to live in 
fellowship with the Lord 

through Jesus Christ, 
dedicating ourselves to...

Responding humbly 
with our lives to the 
character and work 
of God
(Matthew 22:37-38)
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Senior Pastor’s Report
2020. What a year! A pandemic began and continues. Politics 
were more divisive (and frustrating!) than ever before. Division was 
experienced on an unprecedented level. Beginning March 15, 2020, 
and running through May 3, 2020, we did not meet in person for 
Sunday morning worship. What a year!
     However, despite those challenges, God is still reigning on His 
throne, moving in and through His church, and providing for our church 
family in marvelous ways! For example:

1. Logan Dettmer started full-time in mid-May as our Student Ministries 
Pastor. We are so thankful for him and Regan. Michael Baer transitioned 
from being our Interim Youth Pastor to our Connections Pastor to 
facilitate connection, community, and discipleship among our adults. 

2. Because of your generous giving, we added 2 more missionaries to 
our missions budget. We are so thankful for your faithful giving!

3. We tried some new ways to connect through ministries like 
SundayNite Fuel and WednesdayNite Ripples.

4. We partnered together with area churches/organizations to create 
Adams County Strong, a movement to help strengthen marriages within 
our county. Visit: www.adamscountystrong.org

5. We began brainstorming ways to help our area with addictions by 
partnering with Brianna’s Hope. Visit: www.ablbh.org/

6. We started livestreaming our worship services and other events. We 
began online giving and a church app. These provide ways to reach 
people with the Gospel and facilitate connection.

7. I preached the following series: the final chapters of Judges, a series 
on Grit, the book of James, the first half of Daniel, and a series on the 
Characters of Christmas. My goal in preaching is to glorify God, highlight 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and make my preaching applicable to you.

I have also been encouraged by how YOU are adapting, reaching out, 
and supporting one another!

(Continued on page 6)
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Worship
Creative Arts Ministry (CAM) Includes:
Praise Band and Vocal Team, Praise Choir, Bell Choir, Children’s Choir, 
and Tech Team. 

2020 Creative Arts Events:
Live-Stream Hymn Sings in September, November and December. 

Seasonal Special Services - Combined Good Friday service with 
Mennonite Church, South Adams Ministerial Association and First 
Missionary Church, Christmas Eve Live-Stream

Many thanks to our praise band and vocal teams and their flexibility this 
year in doing in-person services, live-stream only services and outdoor 
worship services.  

Many thanks also to our tech team for the hours spent helping to 
develop our online services technology this year, as well as their help 
with making our outdoor worship times a success. 

Mike Wilson, Creative Arts Director

(Senior Pastor’s Report cont.)

Please pray for…
  • Those who have lost loved ones this past year due to Covid-19 or for 
    other reasons

  • Those suffering from depression, anxiety, and/or addiction

  • That we would grow deeper in love with Jesus Christ and make 
    disciples who make disciples

More could be said, but I have been constantly encouraged by how 
YOU are adapting, reaching out to others, sharing the Gospel, and 
supporting one another through this time!

Rick Schwartz, Senior Pastor
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Connect
At FMC, we recognize the importance of connecting people with God 
and with each other. In 2020, we planned intentional encounters to 
develop relationships with others & build community through events 
and programs like the following.

• SundayNite FUEL, to promote deepened faith through creative 
expressions through the arts, including writing, music and lyrics, graphic 
arts and photography, drama and interpretive motion 

• WednesdayNite RIPPLES, a series of panel discussions dealing with 
tough-but-relevant topics, including bridging racial and cultural issues; 
law enforcement, addictions & Brianna’s Hope addictions recovery 
program; and marital issues across generations 

• Various Linger Longer events at Baptism Night, plus following outdoor 
Sunday services

• Networking with local agencies and programs to improve our 
connections of people to the Gospel, particularly during the stresses of 
the pandemic - examples include: South Adams Ministerial Association, 
Adams County STRONG! through Adams County Community 
Foundation, Brianna’s Hope, Celebrate Recovery, Youth for Christ and 
local schools, among others 

• Various COVID protocol accommodations, including outdoor 
meetings and campfires at the north motel property and reprogramming 
live events into digital delivery, including Zoom and other online live-
streams and recordings 

• Staff-written devotions, to allow different ways that staff could stay 
connected with the FMC faith community by sharing our God moments, 
insights, and struggles in a personal, transparent manner through our 
perceptions about living in faith during times of trials   

Michael Baer, Connections Pastor

 Ways for you to CONNECT!
   • Sign up for the Daily Devotionals and Weekly eNews emails
   • Download the church app   • Volunteer with Brianna’s Hope
   • Check AdamsCountyStrong.org for upcoming events
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Senior Adult Ministry Report

As we look back at 2020, many things have been different. We were 
unable to do a lot of the events we have done in the past. Yet, we were 
able to do some of them, just in a different way. Since we were unable 
to meet in person, we live-streamed Hymn Sings. Also, even though it 
was different, we still had a Thanksgiving Service and an Old-Fashioned 
Christmas service, both live-streamed. 

This past year, the Lord put on my heart to lift up our area teachers. 
Each week, I email different teachers and let them know they are not 
forgotten and ask if they have any prayer requests. This has been a new 
way to reach out in our community. Throughout the week, I have others 
who are also praying for these teachers. It has been a great blessing 
to see how God is working through this ministry. God has been faithful, 
even in these difficult times. May we continue to keep our eyes on 
Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.

Dathen Foust, Care and Senior Life Pastor

Children’s Ministry Report 

2020 has been a year of flexibility in Children’s Ministry, while at the 
same time continuing to present God’s unchanging truth. 

Our teachers have been so gracious to make home deliveries of 
birthday Bibles, mail packets of class activities, and send postcards to 
children. Several classes this summer had campfires with incoming or 
outgoing families.

I am grateful for the support of teachers and families to the ongoing 
adjustments in children’s class scheduling, from changing class ages to 
flexibility in where children start each Sunday.

This year has allowed us the chance to explore what it looks like for our 
kids to begin in worship with families as we provided Children’s Church 
as a way to restart Sunday morning children’s activities.

Grow
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Jr. Bible Quizzing began with 15 kids this fall, studying the book of 
Philippians. All kids and quizmasters adjusted well to quizzing with face 
masks, something that seemed very foreign as we considered how to 
make it work in late summer. We’re grateful for the chance to continue 
meeting for practice each week! 

Nicole Dynes has made our weekly videos possible this year. I am 
very grateful for her expertise behind the camera as we moved from 
lessons solely in person to lessons online, as well! After some spring 
storytime videos, in mid-July we began producing weekly video lessons 
for families, using the same material that we use for Kids Worship on 
Sundays.

Families participated with Operation Christmas Child shoebox 
preparation this year. We also completed the switch from Acorn Banks 
to Bus Banks this year as we support children of missionaries. Our 
“Bus Stop” Bank was a hit at children’s check-in. Brian Habegger built a 
great bank to pour our coins into; it makes a lot of noise and the Sunday 
school classes enjoyed it during November. 

While we were not able to have a Christmas program this year, we 
adjusted our family advent activities and mailed a sticker calendar 
to each family. This is one of those adjustments that will likely outlast 
COVID, as it made sharing them with families much simpler.

While we were not able to have Community VBS this year, we are 
beginning the work for some type of summer children’s event in 2021, 
hoping to work with other churches in the community again. We also 
hope that it will be possible to send children to Camp BLAST again this 
year, as we missed that last summer.

Though children’s ministry has looked different 
throughout this past year, it has not stopped. 

12 new babies were born to First Missionary families this past year. 
Many families have stayed connected in various ways throughout the 
year. Thank you to each person who has continued to make ministry 
possible this year. I am grateful for each family who calls First Missionary 
Church home!

Kate Uebersax, Discipleship and Family Ministries Pastor
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Student Ministries Report

Mission Statement: CONNECT - GROW - SERVE
Our youth ministry seeks to CONNECT believers and un-believers in 
ways that create space for the Gospel to be lived and shared, we seek 
to be a group that GROWS as a collective community of disciples, and 
fi nally, we desire to SERVE our individual contexts, community, and 
broader world!

Vision Statement: SEE THE GOSPEL - EXPERIENCE/ENCOUNTER THE 
GOSPEL - SHOW THE GOSPEL
We SEE THE GOSPEL by creating spaces for those who don’t know 
Christ to connect with those who do in both formal and informal 
ways (evangelism), we EXPERIENCE/ENCOUNTER THE GOSPEL by a 
response to the calling of Jesus that leads us to grow by participating 
in discipleship (maturity/fellowship), and we SHOW THE GOSPEL by 
serving in every context.

The First Missionary Student Ministries currently operate 
through four programs that create regular interactions and 

growth with students grades 6-12. Our Midweek, Small Groups, 
Sunday school, and Teams are the base on which our student 

ministry team seeks to accomplish our mission and vision. 

Midweek
Midweek gathering on Wednesday nights is for students to grow in 
their understanding of God through Scripture-based musical worship, 
in-depth Bible teaching that calls them to action by responding to the 
Gospel’s challenge, and creating space for encouraging one another in 
our walks with Christ. Our Wednesday Midweek gathering ranges from 
30-40 students each week, even amidst Covid!

WORSHIPCOMMUNITY
All Students Around

CROWD
Students Who 
Are Present 

But Selective

CONGREGATION
Somewhat 
Involved

COMMITTED
Formal

Discipleship

CORE
Discipler

SERVE
Show the Gospel

GROW
Encounter/Experience the Gospel

CONNECT
See the Gospel
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Small Groups
Our goal for small groups is to provide a deeper level of intimacy and 
vulnerability for males and females, separately, to rely on one another, 
pray for one another, and grow together in their relationship with the 
Lord. We currently have 7 small groups that are led by our student 
ministry team. These leaders have to identify specifi c ways their 
students can grow and are utilizing resources like prayer, Scripture, 
books, devotional plans, and sermon series to assist in this growth.

Sunday School
The goal of Sunday mornings is for students to gain a deeper Biblical 
knowledge and understanding to fuel their spiritual growth. We do this 
by participating in the process of in-depth (inductive) Bible study. This 
group is smaller than our Midweek gathering, which allows space for 
more communication and discussion.

Teams
We currently have several teams that are used to serve our students 
through these programs and other areas. We have a team of Adult 
Leaders comprised of 15 regularly involved leaders. We use our Music 
Team (16 students) in each midweek service and hope to incorporate 
more opportunities to utilize their gifts through worship nights and 
retreats. Finally, we just started a Student Social Media Team (3 students) 
that will serve their classmates through encouraging posts and up-to-
date information that will promote involvement in our student ministry.

Logan Dettmer, Student Ministries Pastor
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Adult Ministries Report

At FMC, we recognize the importance of various discipleship groups for 
the specific purpose of deepening relationship with Christ. In addition to 
the “Connect!” listings, 2020 saw us promote spiritual growth through 
the following. 

• Various Adult Sunday School classes, providing a variety of 
opportunities and learning styles to build a solid Christ-centered faith 
foundation as well as share day-to-day life in light of Biblical truths  

• Forming the GenXYZ class to fill a generational void among our 
Christian education programming 

• Various OASIS meetings, allowing Sunday School teachers, small 
group leaders, and others to reflect on our community demographics, 
its generational differences, and on the vision and mission of our FMC 
programming 

• Special prayer sessions during the pandemic for concerns about 
physical, emotional, financial, and spiritual well-being  

Michael Baer, Connections Pastor

At FMC, we recognize the importance of leading by serving others. 
The COVID-19 pandemic created many opportunities to serve, both 
collectively and individually. The FMC faith community found creative 
ways to unselfishly reach out to others. There are numerous examples 
of individuals who served despite stay-in-place executive orders, 
quarantines, mask mandates, and social distancing requirements by:

• delivering porch-drop meals to shut-ins,

• assisting with lawn and garden maintenance,

• holding drive-by birthday and anniversary greetings when traditional 
parties were canceled,

• delivering groceries and running errands to pick up prescriptions, 

• decorating windows at Chalet Village,

• and, in general, reacheing out and making accommodations to meet  
specific family needs any way possible.

Serve
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Reach

“The gates of hell will not prevail against it. . .” (Matt 16;18) 
and neither will a world-wide pandemic! 

For many months, we as a congregation did not meet in our classrooms 
or sanctuary for lessons and services. But the ministry of FMC did not 
halt! Neither did the work of our missionaries. In on-going letters, they 
indicated they made many changes in the way they did ministry, as well. 
New methods of maintaining contact or reaching out to others in Christ’s 
name were “discovered,” put in use, and were benefi cial in building up 
the Kingdom!

Due to the complications of Covid, we had fewer missionaries that 
were able to share during our normal monthly Missions Moments. In 
some cases, video reports were shown in our worship services and/or 
Sunday School classes. The number of events held during our mission 
conference in November was greatly reduced.

The good news is that, in spite of those events which were smaller in 
scale, your continued fi nancial support for our missionaries was even 
greater; you blessed them with the largest Christmas gift off ering to 
date! Our gifts and prayers bring glory to God here and through those 
we support!

“To the King!”

Connie Potter, Chair Great Commission Ministry
Gina Brewster
Jeremy Lautzenhiser
Joni Lehman, Treasurer
Rick Schwartz
Ben Sprunger
Margaret Sprunger
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Trustees’ Report
As we begin 2021, we, the Trustees of First Missionary Church, would 
like to take this opportunity to refl ect on the accomplishments of this 
past year, despite its hardships. The projects completed this year would 
not have been possible without the faithful giving of the First Missionary 
Church family. 

Along with minor repairs and general building maintenance, a few major 
projects took place in 2020. We also continued to make progress with 
our ongoing “So They Will Know” Campaign*:
     • Replacing the gym fl oor*
     • Replacing the carpet in the Youth Ministry Center (YMC)*
     • Installing a new digital outdoor sign *
     • Installing new HVAC units in the YMC
     • Installing new geothermal units for the sanctuary

In 2021, we are looking forward to fi nishing the outdoor sign with 
decorative stone and landscaping, and we plan to continue to upgrade 
the security systems throughout the church.

On behalf of the Trustees of First Missionary Church, we would like 
to thank you for your continued prayers, assistance, and support with 
these and other projects. 

Bob Sprunger, Head Trustee
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 Worship    Sunday  Online
             (Sanct.)     School  & Sanct.
2000      616          484
2001      581          493
2002      505          497
2003      523          494
2004      491          476
2005      505          471
2006      448          428
2007      451          405
2008      467          413
2009      479          404
2010      475          366
2011      450            58
2012      471          405
2013      480          411
2014      487          409
2015      468          398
2016      408          376
2017      395          348
2018      357          336
2019      414          352
2020       197           102 345

9We baptized 9 new 
people this year

The Numbers in 2020

7We added 7 new
members

12There were 12
babies born

44 children
were dedicated

Adjusted to compensate for 
double counting (88 people)
going on during these years
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Financial Report

    Income Expenses
General   $  $  804,211
Missions   $    $230,002
Christian Aid   $     $   26,760
Other Designated Funds $    $ 126,425

922,171
242,273

17,673
34,805

2021 General Budget
Personnel  $
Trustees  $ 
Christian Education $
Services  $ 
Worship Ministries $
Youth    $
Children’s Ministry $
Adult Ministries $
Total

544,985
101,500

6,650
128,454
23,850
23,000
23,600

9,050
         $ 861,089

2021 Missions Budget
Home Missions $
Foreign Missions  $ 
Support Details $
Total

76,720
132,400
35,430

$ 244,550

2021 General Budget

Personnel

Trustees

Christian Education

Services

Worship Ministries

Youth

Childrens Ministry

Adult Ministries

2021 Missions Budget

Home Missions

Foreign Missions

Support Items

2020 Income

General

Missions

Christian Aid

Other Designated
Funds

2020 Expenses

General

Missions

Christian Aid

Other Designated
Funds
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Financial Report (cont.)

Treasury Financial Information
The Church received income totaling $1,216,921.67 and incurred 
expenses totaling $1,187,397.72. The income and expenses are expanded 
below to identify the breakdown between General Unrestricted funds, 
General Missions funds, Christian Aid funds, and other designated funds, 
along with the balances of each of these funds at December 31, 2020.

Joni Lehman
Treasurer


