
   
 

   
 

Come and Feast 
    

                 

 

Week 5 

Feasting on Hope  
 

Hope. It’s the feeling of expectation and desire for a certain thing to happen.  

I hope my summer vacation will be full of sunshine. I hope tomorrow will be a better day.  

My hope is well placed when there is certainty involved. I know my summer vacation can be full of 
sunshine because the sun shone for five days straight last year. I know tomorrow can be better than 
today because good days have followed bad days.  

Think about it this way: In order to have hope for something in the future we look back to the certainty 
of what has happened in the past.  



   
 

  2 
 

The Bible is full of beautiful descriptions of hope. In the midst of their lamenting, the Psalmists and 
Prophets described their hope. During his missionary journeys and letters to the new church, Paul wrote 
about hope. While experiencing persecution, Paul and the apostles shared their hope. 

 

Read these familiar passages about hope. Look for the object of what the believers are hoping in or 
for what they are hoping. What are the writers experiencing and reminding themselves of?   

 

Psalm 42:1-6   

Lamentations 3:19-24   

Romans 8:18-25   

Hebrews 6:13-20   

1 Peter 1:3-9  

Titus 2:11-14  

 

What promises about hope do you hear God asking you to remember through these passages? How is 
He asking you to look back at what He’s accomplished in order to hope in what is yet to come?  

 

The Jewish people knew how to look back. In fact, their Feasts were regular celebrations that 
remembered God’s great acts of salvation in the history of His people. They didn’t know the person of 
Christ. They didn’t know their salvation was going to come through the cross along with the promise of 
sitting in glory at the wedding feast of the Lamb. But they did know that God had saved them in the 
past. And they dared to hope He would provide them a future salvation.  

 

Remind yourself of the story behind the most important Jewish feast—the Passover—by reading 
these passages.   

 

Exodus 12:14-28  

Hebrews 11:23-28 
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Every year the Israelites had days of fasting and preparation before they could celebrate the Passover. 
Their preparations reminded them of the night the Lord rescued them from the Angel of Death. It 
reminded them that Moses had to act in faith when he instructed the Israelites to put the blood on their 
doorposts. Would it really work? Would the destroyer pass by? It was a reminder to them that they had 
obeyed by faith, and the destroyer did pass by. It was a reminder to them that what the Lord said would 
happen, did happen. He not only led them out of Egypt that night, he also led them into the land of milk 
and honey—into the Land of Zion.   

 

The Israelites practiced looking back in order to look forward with hope.  

 

And so now we feast as the Israelites did, although we feast knowing the Passover lamb is replaced with 
the Lamb who was sacrificed once for all so that we would have a living hope. Jesus foretold this during 
his last Feast with the disciples—the Feast of the Passover. On that night, the Feast received new 
meaning for salvation. 

 

Read Matthew 26:26-29 and imagine how confused the disciples must have been to hear about a new 
covenant.     

 

Of course, the disciples didn’t understand that Jesus was to become the sacrificial Lamb—the Passover 
lamb. They didn’t understand that in just a few days their hope would be placed in a person.  

 

2,000 years later, we have the fulfillment of the promise. The Angel of Death is still with us, but it has no 
power over us when we claim the sacrificial blood of Jesus Christ as our own. So why do we lose hope? 
Is it because we see our daily failings and wonder if His sacrifice was once for all? Is it because we are 
surrounded by broken relationships, illnesses, and death and wonder how His sacrifice changes the end 
of the story? 

 

Perhaps that’s where we fall short on hope. We forget that hope is based on certainty. We forget to look 
back at the Word of God and its promises in order to anticipate the end of our story.  

 

Read Revelation 19:6-9 and take a few minutes and remind yourself of the hope that your salvation 
grants you when your days of fasting on earth turn to feasting in the House of Zion.  

 

You have an invitation to the marriage supper—the wedding feast—of the Lamb! Your salvation has 
already given you wedding clothes—fine linen garments that are bright and pure.    
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Read Revelation 21:1-7 and 22-27 and remind yourself of the certain hope of the New Heaven and the 
New Earth.  

  

We will dwell with God. All tears will be wiped away. There will be no mourning, death, or pain. All 
things will be made new. You will no longer thirst. A temple will no longer be necessary. The glory of 
God will be the source of light, and there will no longer be night. The gates of the city will not be shut to 
anyone whose name is written in the Lamb’s book of life! 

 

And we know that our hope in the New Heaven and the New Earth is certain because it is promised by 
the Alpha and Omega, the one who knows the beginning and the end. So, let’s take the invitation 
offered to us in Revelation 22:17 and join the Feast with hope!    

 

The Sprit and the Bride say “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who 
is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price. 

 

We invite you to conclude your feasting on Hope by listening to the following interviews and songs:  

 

Tim Keller:  Transcript or podcast of his sermon on “Life’s Great Hope” 

https://thecenterbham.org/message/lifes-great-hope-q-tim-keller/ 

 

Interview with Sandra McCracken who wrote the modern-day hymn “We will feast in the House of 
Zion” 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/sandra-mccracken-psalms/  

 

“The Blessing—Live from Home” by Cody Carnes and Kari Jobe, a song based on Numbers 6:24-26, 
Exodus 20:6, Psalm 139:7-12, Romans 8:31 and other promises.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZJFHh93FGc  


