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Never Alone  

 

During a recent devotional time I read Psalm 139.  It begins, “O LORD, 
 you have searched me and known me.  You know when I sit down and  
when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away” (vv. 1-
2), and it ends, “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test 
me and know my thoughts.  See if there is any wicked way 
in me, and lead me in the way everlasting” (vv. 23-24).  
Between this beginning and end the Psalmist speaks of an 
infinite God, and a finite humanity. 
As I read this, I thought of a world far away and a time 
long since gone.  The world and time of David is almost as 
foreign to us as would be another planet.  I am writing on an electronic device that has the 
look of printed words on paper.  Even paper was all but unheard of in David’s day.  Much of 
their writing was done in soft clay with a pointed stick, on plant bark, or animal hides using a 
quill-type device dipped in dye.  Nevertheless, something struck me as being timeless about 
the words of this psalm. 
The human condition is one of a finite existence where we ride a rollercoaster of sorrow and 
joy.  One moment we are on the top of the world, and the next we are in the pit of despair.  
We know all too well the joy of love and acceptance, and the pain of ridicule and rejection.  
We weep for joy at the birth of new life, and we weep from the pain of loss in death.  All 
human beings are connected by this eternal human condition. 
The Psalmist does not try to minimize or maximize our human condition.  The psalm simply 
states that our human condition is so.  However, something more important than our 
condition is brought to light in this psalm.  The writer bears witness that God knows us before 
we are born; yes, even before we existed, we were conceived in the mind of God.  It also 
speaks of how God is constantly involved in our day to day lives, “Even before a word is on 
my tongue, O LORD, you know it completely.  You hem me in, behind and before, and lay 
your hand upon me” (vv. 4-5).  And yes, the psalm speaks of how God and our connection 
with God extend way beyond our time on earth. 
Psalm 139 tells us that God is always present, active, and planning on our behalf.  God is 
actually concerned about the little day to day happenings of our lives.  Not only is God 
concerned, God is actively involved to teach, guide, 
and save us in spite of our human condition.  A long 
time after this psalm was written God took on human 
form, experienced our finite nature, and rode the 
rollercoaster of our human emotion.  Not only do we 
have a God who is with us, we have a God who 
knows what it is like to be us!   

 

-God Bless, Pastor Rickey 
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The UMW Meeting will be 
October 17th in Davidson 
Hall at 10:00am.There will 

be brunch served at no charge, please 
make reservations by call/text preferably 
to Ann Hand at 615-473-7816 no later 
than Wednesday October 12th.  

Ongoing Activities 
Sundays 

 Bible Study, 5:00-6:30pm; (Room 211 

 Youth Group, 4:00-7:00pm; FAC Building 
Tuesdays 

 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial  
Assistance, 12-2pm 

 Instrumental Ensemble, 5:15-6:15pm;  
Basement 

 Scouts, 7-8:30pm; Scout room 
Wednesdays 

 Bible Study: 9:00-10:30am; Room 211 

 Noon Prayer, 12-1pm; Sanctuary 

 Wonderful Wednesdays: 3:30-4:30pm,  
Dossett Chapel 

 Choir Ensemble, 5:30-6:30pm; Basement 

 Handbells, 6:30-7:30pm; Basement 
Thursdays 

 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial  
Assistance, 12-2pm 

 Henry Center Clothes Closet, 12-2pm  

 Cub Scouts, 6-7pm; Scout room 

Sunday Mornings 
Nursery available from 8am-12noon 
 
8am       Traditional Worship Service,  
                 Sanctuary 
 
9am      First Light Modern Service,          
      Family Activity Center  
                 (streamed live on Facebook)  
                
10am      Sunday School for all ages;  
                    various locations  
 
10:30am   Dossett Chapel Sunday  
      School 
 
11am        Traditional Worship Service,  
                 Sanctuary (streamed live on  
                 Facebook) 

What’s Happening In October 

Sunday, October 2nd Gospel Sing, 3:00-

4:30pm; Sanctuary 

Monday, October 3rd UWIF Circle 9 Gather-

ing, 11:30am-1:30pm; Davidson Hall 

Tuesday, October 4th Golden Circle, 11:30am-

1:00pm; Davidson Hall  

Saturday, October 8th Men’s Breakfast,7:30-

9:00am; Davidson Hall 

Sunday, October 16th Youth Soup & Salad 

Fundraiser, 11:00am-1:00pm; FAC Building  

Monday, October 17th UMW Meeting, 

9:00am-12:00pm; Davidson Hall 

Wednesday October 19th Christmas Sewing 

Project, 1:00-3:00pm; Davidson Hall 

Saturday October 22nd Creepy Hollow 5:00-

10:00pm 

Monday, October 24th Emmaus Women, 4:00-

6:00pm; Conference Room  

Sunday October 30th Churchwide Fall  

Gathering, 4:00-6:00pm; Bean Acres 

Monday October 31st Church Halloween 

Event, 3:00-5:00pm; Tullahoma FUMC  
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***To receive communications relating to Children’s Ministry, text CHILDREN to 931-452-4747*** 

Mark 10:14-1 
“Jesus said, ‘Let the Little 

Children come to me and  

do not hinder them for the 

Kingdom of God belongs  

to such as these.’”  

Sunday Mornings  
Nursery Hours  
8 a.m. - 12 noon 

 

Sunday School 
10 a.m.; 2nd floor,  

main building 

 

Calendar of Events 
October 
2                                              Project with Men’s Group                            10am – meet in Davidson Hall 
9                                              Help at Henry Center                                     10am- meet in Davidson Hall 
30                                           Churchwide Fall Gathering                             4 – 6pm – Bean Acres 
31                                           Trick or Treat – Downtown Tullahoma         3-5pm – Church Lawn        
 
November 
                                                Gratitude Scavenger Hunt                            At home activity        
December 
4                                              Tour Nativity/Games                                      10am – meet in SOUL Lounge  
11                                           Christmas Program                                          11am - Main Sanctuary  

It’s starting to feel like Fall and the last quarter of the year is upon us. 
 
Your Children’s Council comprised of Crystal Butler, Scott Dauzat, Beth Harrison and Laura Ruff (chair) 
are hard at work planning Jan. – August, 2023.  Do you have a suggestion or area you would like to 
help?  Reach out to one of us  
 
Children’s Choir begins practice for the Christmas Program this month.  If you would like more information, 
contact Katie McNabb at 931-619-8107.  
 
Mark your calendars for our church wide fellowship event at Bean Acres on Sunday, October 30, see page 
8 for more details.  
 
See our calendar of events for the rest of 2022.  

Before Sunday 
School begins, the 
kids have a time to 
interact, play and 

work together. It’s a 
joy to be a part of 

this time.  



 

Page 4 The Good News Youth Ministry—Kris Roberts 



  

Senior Adult Ministry—Esther J. Sims October 2022 

 

Page 5 

October 

Birthdays 

At the September meeting we continued 
our discussion of plans for the rest of the 
year and planning for next year.  We 
have agreed upon 5 goals for 2023.  

These will be announced once finalized 
with team leaders.  Join us October 4 at 11:30 for a 

pot luck lunch as we seek to be the hands and feet of Je-
sus Christ.   

VISIT SENIOR ADULT BULLETIN BOARD  FOR  UPCOMING EVENTS 

“By his divine power, God has given us 
everything we need for living a godly 
life. We have received all of this by 
coming to know him, the one who called 
us to himself by means of his marvelous 
glory and excellence.” 2 Peter 1:3  

 

Excellence is what the Lord desires for us- in our walk 
with him and our attitudes toward others.   

Prayer: Lord, I don’t want to settle for anything less than 
excellence. Amen.   

October Activities to                  

your  

interest… 

October 2: Shuler Family Gospel 
Singers 

October 4: Golden Circle/SAM 
Luncheon 

October 19 : Christmas Sewing  

Project     

Remember:  “Tables of 
Christmas” 

December 15, 2022  

We have ten (10) sponsored tables to date.  
There’s room for seven (7)  more tables.  

Deadline for sponsorship is October 31. This 
is going to be an epic event!  

Gail Hines, 2         

Martha Ervin, 15 

Lou Ann Mitchell, 17      

Joanne Seiber, 19 

Barry Bishop, 21        

Charlotte Betheman 22  

Esther J. Sims, 24     

Larry Dean, 26 

Ruth Rymer, 26       

 Nancy Thompson 27 

David Schmisseur, 27   

    Frances Jones, 29 

Carol Vacek, 30  

The Shuler Family  
Our musical Gospel 
guest will perform  

Sunday, October 2 at 
3:00 PM in the historic 

sanctuary.  This is a 
free event.  Please 

mark your calendars.   

Sign-up for these shows 
on Senior Adult Ministry 

Board 
DEADLINE: October 23 

November 11th 

November 20th 
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The Henry Center 
Our volunteers at the Henry Center are feeling the frustrations of inflation. The cost of 
food has skyrocketed, almost tripling, and the extra help we received during COVID has 
disappeared. At a time when our neighbors need us the most, we are having to decrease 
the amount of people we help each week. 

We urge our church family to give, whether that is through monetary gifts, donations, or 
time. 

The Food Pantry is in constant need of shopping bags. 

The Clothes Closet is in need of NEW underwear for men, women, and 
children. They are also looking for gently used blankets now that the 
cooler weather is coming. 

As always, if you or someone you know can speak Spanish, the Henry 
Center could always use a translator to help better serve our Spanish-
speaking neighbors. 

Our Mission Council is now fully active and stronger than ever. We are 
continuously brainstorming solutions to the needs around us.  

We are so grateful for the ongoing support shown to us from our church 
family. Together, we will overcome these difficult times.  
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Dossett Chapel Update 
 “Those who give one of these little ones a cup of cold water because they 
are my followers will truly get their reward.” Mathew 10:42 
 
We’ve kicked off this school year with Wonderful Wednesdays at Dossett with 
themes from the heart: 

Sept- Kindness; Oct- Patience; Nov- Self-Control; Dec- Peace; Jan-Goodness; 
Feb- Love; March- Gentleness; April- Joy; May- Faithfulness 

 
For the month of September, we’re painting rocks to disperse around our  

community. The process will take several weeks and teach the kids the necessary steps of the process to prepare, add 
the base coat, decorate and seal the rocks. After they are done the kids will disperse the rocks around our community. 
 
We are trying to follow a general plan for each week: 
 Kids arrive / video running as kids come in / small snack. (10 minutes) 

 Devotion/ Prayer (3-5 minutes) 

 Lesson / activity based on theme (15-20 minutes) 

 Activity / games / outdoor free play 

 Kids choose a couple snacks to take on their way out the door. 

 One week/month, a guest speaker or special event for those attending 4 times that month 
 
Sunday School is doing wonderfully!  
We are still needing a second adult to help between 9:30-10:30am on Sunday mornings to help complete our safe sanc-
tuary policy while I cook for the kids. We have about 2-12 kids a week,  and averaging about 8 kids on a consistent 
basis. 
 

Community Service  

I have started a pilot program with teenage boys, (not excluding girls, just haven’t had any takers yet), and I am now 
looking for a second adult to help keep our Safe Sanctuary policy for the kids. So far I have two volunteers that are 
volunteering one day a month each. 
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Sanctuary Music - Doug Clark, Music Director 
Chris Blondin - Accompanist/Organist 
 

“Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make  
music from your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for 
everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Ephesians 5:19-20 
 
The Sanctuary Choir, Instrumental  
Ensemble, and Canterbury Ringers are committed to  
musical excellence, to glorify God, and to create a musi-
cal atmosphere in which our congregation can worship 
the Lord in spirit and truth. If you are interested in being a 
part of the Sanctuary Music program or have any  
questions, please contact Doug Clark at 
doug.fumc@gmail.com. 
 
Sanctuary Choir: 
The Sanctuary Choir is primarily made up of adults but is open to high school students as well.  
The choir meets downstairs in the Choral Hall and is Wednesdays at 5:30pm. 
 
Instrumental Ensemble: 
The Instrumental Ensemble meets downstairs in the Instrumental Hall and is on Tuesdays at 5:30pm.  
 
Canterbury Ringers: 
The Canterbury Ringers are our handbell choir that meet downstairs next to the Choral Hall and meet 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm.  

 

Join us on Sunday, October 30 from 4:00-6:00pm located at Bean Acres 
at 240 Turner Lane Estill Springs, TN 37330 for our  

churchwide fall gathering to include: 
 Food 

 Petting Zoo 
 Corn Hole Tournament 

 Music  
 
This event is for all ages and we encourage you to invite friends and family 
to this event. More information to follow in the coming weeks! 
 
Your Fellowship Team, 

Chuck and Patty Deen       Jeff Harrison     Jeff and Chris Joslin 
Patrick and Laura Ruff     Bailey and Terrie Ragan     

 Kevin and Julie Uehlein 
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Thanks to all the participants and everyone that came out to enjoy a successful Talent Show. Special thanks 
go to Jeff Harrison who served as our Master of Ceremonies, the Worship Band, and the sound and visual 
team. We also want to thank the FUMC Youth Group for providing refreshments. No doubt we have some 

amazing talent within our church and that was clearly demonstrated at the Talent Show.  We hope this event 
will grow from here! 

Talent Show Recap  



Connectional Corner – October 2022 

 This is the second of a two-part series on the consequences of voting to  
remain (last month) or disaffiliate (this month) from the UMC.  As with last month,  
the Connectional Corner will not speculate or attempt to predict what will happen 
at the UMC GC2024 or the convening GC of the Global Methodist Church 
(GMC). 
 
 TFUMC votes to disaffiliate with the UMC.  If TFUMC, with a 2/3  
plurality, votes to disaffiliate from the UMC, Tullahoma First becomes an inde-
pendent congregation.  After a disaffiliation vote, the congregation has the  
option to vote whether to stay as an independent congregation (no denominational  
affiliation) or align with another Wesleyan denomination such as the GMC. (Note: many 
 disaffiliating congregations are aligning with the GMC, as its doctrine most closely matches  
the current UMC doctrine).  There is no time limit for a decision to align with another con-
nectional denomination and that vote is a 50%+1 plurality. 
 
 TFUMC elects to remain an independent congregation.  If Tullahoma First remains an independ-
ent church, there is no connectional ties with any other congregation or Methodist denomination.   All 
decisions about doctrine, polity, and discipline are made by the congregation.  There is no denomination-
al hierarchy to govern Tullahoma First and likewise no apportionments.  The first order of business 
would be to determine how decision are made.  Much could be borrowed from current UMC polity or the 
congregation could create a new organizational structure and discipline.  Another major decision of an 
independent TFUMC is finding, then hiring a pastor who desires to lead an independent congregation.   
 
TFUMC elects to align with the GMC.  Unlike the UMC, the GMC has very little history. Its unofficial 
organizing conference was in October 2016 at the founding of the Wesleyan Covenant Association.  The 
official organizing conference was in March, 2020 and its launch was on May 1, 2022.   As previously 
mentioned, the doctrine of the GMC is almost the same as the UMC doctrine.  Differences are primarily 
in polity and enforcement of discipline.  The GMC is a traditional, orthodox Wesleyan denomination 
founded and led by former traditional UMC bishops, elders and laity.    These people do not ascribe to 
the “big tent” philosophy of the UMC and the progressive direction the UMC is heading.  (See Septem-
ber 2022 Connectional Corner) The denomination is guided by its “Transitional Book of Discipline and 
Doctrine” and the 17-member Transitional Leadership Council (TLC).  To view their Transitional Book 
of Discipline and Doctrine, go to What do Methodists Believe? | Learn More | Global Church 
(globalmethodist.org).   The “Transitional Book of Discipline and Doctrine” is called “transitional” as it 
has never been approved by a General Conference.  The TLC created the document to move the GMC 
from launch to its convening General Conference. After approval by the delegates, the word 
“transitional” would be dropped.   Like the UMC, change can only happen at a General Conference.  The 
convening General Conference of the GMC is currently scheduled to be in 12 to 18 months.   
 
This is not a one side “wins” and one side “loses” decision.  Seek out God’s will for you and your family 
and visit the TFUMC educational website (bit.ly/tfumcvote).  Regardless of the vote, each of us should 
pray that each of our brothers and sisters in Christ align with a church that further grows their faith in 
Christ.  Ask God to show us the way forward to be God’s shining light in Tullahoma and may both posi-
tions be blessed. Please continue your prayers for Tullahoma First UMC that we will discern God’s fu-
ture direction for our congregation 
 
 
 
 
 
-Craig Diller 
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Attendance 
Average Attendance 2022  

 

8:00 a.m. Worship       54     
First Light Worship       117 
11:00  a.m. Worship          86 
Total                             257   
Sunday School                  77 

Finance 
August 2022 

 

Revenue 
YTD Budget          $593,186 
Received               $522,545 
Expenditures 
YTD Budget          $593,186 
Disbursed               $623,202  

Joe Williams 
from 

The Jim Hawkins Family  
Ann Cunningham 

 

Nellie Wasilewski 
from 

Ann Cunningham 
 

Nancy Wright 
from 

Ann Cunningham 
F.W. Nelms 
Laura Orr 

Charlotte Hatheway 
Mr. & Mrs. William F. Bethmann 

Lex & Lynn Hutcheson 
 
 
 
 

 

Church Family! we will be “resetting” the Prayer List, if you have anyone currently on the list that 
you would like to stay on please inform Annelyse in the church office at 455-5434 or through email at 

fumc@lighttube.net. A new prayer list will go into affect November 1st.  

At Tullahoma FUMC there are  

many ways to give:   
Electronic:  Visit our website, www.fumctullahoma.com, 

and click the online giving link.  

Bank drafts & automatic payments can be set up with 

Karen in the finance office.  

Text: If you would like to use your phone to give, simply 

text “Give2fumc” to 732-56 and follow the prompts.  

Weekly envelopes can be requested from Karen. If you 

already use weekly envelopes, the ones for 2022 are 

available outside the Church Office.   
 

For more information, please contact Karen Douglas in the 

Finance Office at 455-7127  

or financefumc@lighttube.net. Thank you for giving! 

Joan Alexander 

Helen Smith (mother of Connie 

Hyde & grandmother of Aimee 

Whitt) 

Carl Corley (nephew of Steve 

Hoagland) 

Dona Rhudy 

Megan Hershman 

Kristina Hale 

Shirley Moore 

Edith Gammon 

Tim Counts 

Mary Lou Barnett 

Ruth Rymer 

Ryan Bond 

Virgil Cline 

Sam DiNicola  

Shelia Stacey (family member  

of Kris Roberts) 

Ronda Morris (friend of Megan  

Dauzat) 

Jettson Richard Shasteen (son 

of Jackson & Taylor Shasteen, 

grandson of Richard & Pam 

Shasteen) 

Shae Posch (friend of George 

Stone)  

The Douglas Family (family of 

Karen Douglas)  

The Bomar Family 

George & Kathy Jensen (Trip) 

 

  

Memorials 
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Postmaster Address Change to Same  

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, INC.  

208 W. Lauderdale Street 

Tullahoma TN 37388 

To receive text  
messages & emails 
from the church to 

keep you in the loop 
about everything that is going on, just text the word 
church to 931-452-4747 and click on the response. 
You may also signup to receive texts from specific 
areas of ministry. For our Children’s Ministry, text 

children; for our Senior Adults ministry, text 
fumcsam . Once your form is filled out, we will 

begin sending you all the info you'll need.  

  Connect 
   Senior Pastor                                            Rickey Wade                     pastorfumc80@gmail.com 

   Administrative Assistant   Annelyse Brechler           fumc@lighttube.net 

   Worship & Communications                  Jeff Harrison                             jeffhfumc@lighttube.net 

   Discipleship & Youth                         Kris Roberts                     krisfumc@lighttube.net 

   Youth, Young Adults, Missions             Megan Dauzat                meganfumc@gmail.com 

   Children & Fellowship                      Julie Uehlein         childrensfumc@lighttube.net 

   Senior Adults & Congregational Care         Esther J. Sims                              ejsfumc@lighttube.net 

   Dossett Chapel               Jeff Ellison                      jeff.ellison@me.com 

   Traditional Music Ministry                         Doug Clark                  doug.fumc@gmail.com 

   Organist and Accompanist              Chris Blondin          blondinmusic@bellsouth.net 

   First Light Music Ministry                          John Cook             johnjaniece@bellsouth.net 

   Finance Assistant               Karen Douglas           financefumc@lighttube.net 

   Facilitator                                       Elmo Birkhead                              fumc23@lighttube.net 
 

208 West Lauderdale Street  www.fumctullahoma.com 

Church Office:  931-455-5434 or fumc@lighttube.net  Pastor Rickey’s Cell:  931-222-0314  

Finance Office:  931-455-7127 or financefumc@lighttube.net 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday, 8am-4pm  
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Our main Facebook page is First 
United Methodist Church.  

We also have a Youth page - 
FUMC Tullahoma Youth  

Ministry; and a Children’s  
page - Children’s Ministry of 

FUMC Tullahoma. 

To receive this newsletter electronically, just email the office at fumc@lighttube.net. Help us save 

 paper, postage, and time!  You can also find the newsletter on our website, www.fumctullahoma.com  


