
November 2022 

The front office will be CLOSED on  
Thursday, November 24th in  
observance of Thanksgiving.  

Important People 

 

“Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, 

‘What were you arguing about on the way?’ But they were silent, for on the  

way they had argued with one another who was the greatest”  

(Mark 9:33-34). One day as Jesus spoke with his disciples,  

he realized that they were concerned as to which one of them  

was most important in their work.  Human nature leads us to 

believe that some people are more important to a team or  

organization than are others.   

Very rarely, if ever, have I heard someone say that, John Doe, the offensive tackle, led his team to a 

football victory.  The story is almost always that the quarterback led the team to victory.  The same is 

true in baseball.  I cannot recall any announcer saying the right fielder won the game.  The pitcher is 

the one credited with a win.  These are only a couple of examples, but our society is filled with such.  

Some people are viewed as more important to an organization than are others. 

Obviously, concern about who is the more important is not a new thing.  It was present long before 

our generations. However, Jesus’ answer to the disciple’s discussion was a bit different than the world 

might expect.  In the world, importance is tied to productivity, success, accomplishments, and gain.  

In many respects, the most important is the one who gets the most. Nonetheless, in God’s kingdom, 

importance is not a measure of what you get; it is a measure of what you give.  

I can almost hear the disciples rattling off a laundry list of their accomplishments as each jockeyed for 

the important spot.  I can also imagine Jesus’ astonishment as he wanted them to experience the im-

portance of giving.  To this end, Jesus said, “If anyone wants to be first, he shall be last of all, and 

servant of all” (Saint Mark 9:35).  God wants us to experience the joy and peace of sacrificial giving.   

The world will always have standards as to what it holds as most important.  You and I must constant-

ly decide what value we wish to place on those standards.  God also has standards that have been or-

dained as important.  You and I must also decide what value we will  

place on those.  I do believe God’s standards are those we will  

someday value most.   

 

God Bless,  

Pastor Rick 
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The FUMC Food Fair Booth as part of the Tullahoma 
Kiwanis Food Craft Show will be held Friday and 
Saturday, November 18 and 19.  This booth is not just 
for UMW, we would like the whole church to help.  All 
proceeds go to help charities  in Tullahoma. We will 
accept cakes, pies,bread, candy, and cookies.  If you 
can't bake come buy from us.   

We are also selling pecans at the church after the 
services and at the bake sale. 

If you have any questions call me. 

Martha Ervin 

455-0197 

Ongoing Activities 
Sundays 

 Bible Study, 5:00-6:30pm; Room 211 (thru 
Nov. 13) 

 Youth Group, 5:00-7:00pm; FAC Building 
Tuesdays 

 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial  
Assistance, 12-2pm 

 Instrumental Ensemble, 5:15-6:15pm;  
Basement 
Wednesdays 

 Bible Study: 9:00-10:30am; Room 211 (thru 
Nov. 9) 

 Noon Prayer, 12-1pm; Sanctuary 

 Wonderful Wednesdays: 3:30-4:30pm,  
Dossett Chapel 

 Choir Ensemble, 5:30-6:30pm; Basement 

 Handbells, 6:30-7:30pm; Basement 
Thursdays 

 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial  
Assistance, 12-2pm 

 Henry Center Clothes Closet, 12-2pm  

Sunday Mornings 
Nursery available from 8am-12noon 
 
8am       Traditional Worship Service,  
                 Sanctuary 
 
9am      First Light Modern Service,          
      Family Activity Center  
                 (streamed live on Facebook)  
                
10am      Sunday School for all ages;  
                    various locations  
 
10:30am   Dossett Chapel Sunday  
      School 
 
11am        Traditional Worship Service,  
                 Sanctuary (streamed live on  
                 Facebook) 

What’s Happening In November 

Tuesday, November 1st Golden Circle, 11:30am-
1:00pm; Davidson Hall  

Friday, November 4th-Sunday, November 6th 
Youth Slam Nashville 

Sunday, November 6th All Saints Sunday 

Monday November 7th UWIF Circle 9 Gather-
ing, 11:30am-1:30pm; Davidson Hall 

Monday, November 7th Emmaus Women,  

4:00-6:00pm; Conference Room  

Saturday, November 12th Men’s Breakfast, 
7:30-9:30am; Davidson Hall 

Wednesday, November 16th Thanksgiving  

Dinner, 5:00-7:00pm; FAC Building  

Friday, November 18th-Saturday, November 
19th  Kiwanis Craft Show (All Day) 

Monday, November 21st UMW Meeting, 
10:00am-11:30am; Davidson Hall  

Monday, November 21st Emmaus Women, 4:00-
6:00pm; Conference Room  

Thursday, November 24th Thanksgiving 
(OFFICE CLOSED)  

 
 

Don’t be late (or too early) 
for church! Set your clocks back 1 

hour on November 6th for the  
ending of Daylight Savings Time.  
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***To receive communications relating to Children’s Ministry, text CHILDREN to 931-452-4747*** 

Mark 10:14-1 
“Jesus said, ‘Let the Little 

Children come to me and  

do not hinder them for the 

Kingdom of God belongs  

to such as these.’”  

Sunday Mornings  
Nursery Hours  
8 a.m. - 12 noon 

 

Sunday School 
10 a.m.; 2nd floor,  

main building 

 

Calendar of Events 
 
November 
                                                Gratitude Scavenger Hunt                            At home activity        
December 
4                                              Tour Nativity/Games                                      10am – meet in SOUL Lounge  
11                                           Christmas Program                                          11am - Main Sanctuary  
18                                           Happy Birthday, Jesus! Party                       10:00am – Davidson Hall                

Your Children’s Council comprised of Crystal Butler, Scott Dauzat, 
Beth Harrison and Laura Ruff (chair) are hard at work planning Jan. – 
August, 2023.  Do you have a suggestion or area you would like to 
help?  Reach out to one of us  
 

Children’s Choir practices for the Christmas Program have begun.  If 
you would like more information, contact Katie McNabb at 931-619-
8107.  
 

See our calendar of events for the rest of 2022.   

Children, Youth,  and Parents 
prepping food bags at the  

Henry Center during Sunday 
School.  
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Senior Adult Ministry—Esther J. Sims November 2022 
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November 

Birthdays 

At the October meeting we continued our 
discussion of plans for the rest of the year 
and plans for next year.  Our five (5) 
goals for 2023 center on missions, educa-

tional, fellowship, worship and recreation-
al opportunities.  Please make yourself available to serve 
in one of these areas.  Golden Circle will meet Tuesday, 
November 1 at 11:30 AM for a pot luck lunch. Come and 
bring a friend or two!  

VISIT SENIOR ADULT BULLETIN BOARD  FOR  UPCOMING EVENTS 

Proverbs 18:24:  “A man of many 
companions may come to ruin but there 
is a friend who sticks closer than a 
brother.”  You are never truly alone. 
God is with you always. He promises 
never to leave or forsake you.” 

Prayer: “Lord, Help me feel your 
nearness today. Amen!” 

November Activities to                  

your  

interest… 

November   1:  Golden Circle/SAM 
Luncheon 

November  6 :   All Saints Sunday    

November 11:   Play: Always Patsy 
Cline, SJCC 

November 20:   Play: Sister Act, M’Boro 

Allie Hunter, 2         

   Belinda Bricken, 3        

Susan Douglas, 5   

Linda Smith, 7     

James Barnhart, 10     

Ann Knowis, 11  

Agnes Adams, 12                           

Yvonne Taylor, 13   

Betty Simmons, 16   

 Kaye Crosswy, 21 

 Mary Lou Barnett, 21 

 Debbie Sanders, 22 

  Bob Mahrenholz, 27 

Lynn Cason, 27 November 11th  

(South Jackson Civic Center) 

November 20th  

(The ARTS in Murfreesboro) 

We have fifteen (15) tables sponsored for 
this event.  Shortly, these sponsors will  

receive a letter with updated information that 
will help in planning. If you have any  

questions, please call Esther at 455-5434.  

I have taken this 3-90 minute 
course on line from Seedbed. 
Ask me about it if you want to 

learn how to create a Sabbath in 
your life.  

Pi ctures from October Activities: 

Gospel Sing 

Fall Door  
Arrangement 

Dignity Bibs 
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The Henry Center 
Our volunteers at the Henry Center are feeling the frustrations of inflation. The cost of 
food has skyrocketed, almost tripling, and the extra help we received during COVID has 
disappeared. At a time when our neighbors need us the most, we are having to decrease 
the amount of people we help each week. 

We urge our church family to give, whether that is through monetary gifts, donations, or 
time. 

The Food Pantry is in constant need of shopping bags. 

The Clothes Closet is in need of NEW underwear for men, women, and 
children. They are also looking for gently used blankets now that the cooler 
weather is coming. 

As always, if you or someone you know can speak Spanish, the Henry 
Center could always use a translator to help better serve our Spanish-
speaking neighbors. 

Our Mission Council is now fully active and stronger than ever. We are 
continuously brainstorming solutions to the needs around us.  

We are so grateful for the ongoing support shown to us from our church 
family. Together, we will overcome these difficult times.  
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Dossett Chapel Update 
 “Those who give one of these little ones a cup of cold water because they 
are my followers will truly get their reward.” Mathew 10:42 
 
We’ve kicked off this school year with Wonderful Wednesdays at Dossett with 
themes from the heart: 

Sept- Kindness; Oct- Patience; Nov- Self-Control; Dec- Peace; Jan-Goodness; 
Feb- Love; March- Gentleness; April- Joy; May- Faithfulness 

 

Community Service:  

We now have 6 teenagers who are having a great time helping the community and working on their own 
projects now at Dossett. It’s really life changing for these kids, they’re seeing what is good and what hard work 
can do for their lives and others. This last month we’ve worked on a couple different projects. We provided help 
to two different widows’ yards who were being threatened by their city for not keeping their yards up to code. 
We’ve also wired Dossett for video surveillance,  as well as worked on getting a truck running again and several 
other projects. 
     We’ve had 4 volunteers who have stepped in to be my 2nd adult (for Safe Sanctuary) on various days of 
the month. But we could always use more help! You’d be shocked to see the impact it has. So if you can, come 
volunteer with us to make a difference in these kids lives! 
Wonder Wednesdays: 

               We’re averaging about 14 kids and 4 to 5 volunteers each Wednesday. We’ve been making projects 
such as painted rocks with inspiring messages to distribute randomly around the community and building 
scarecrows for October. We’ll be having a planning meeting for November projects this week or next and we’re 
always looking for volunteers to help out! 

Dossett Sunday School: 

               We’re averaging about 8 kids each Sunday and we have a wonderful group of volunteer teachers! We 
also have several of the Community Service teenagers coming by to help keep the kids safe and entertained 
while someone cooks, (or until the 2nd adult arrives for Safe Sanctuary). Would anyone be willing to help cook 
breakfast from 9:30am to 11:30am? 



  A Pledge of Faith 

“I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America 

and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, 

indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”  

Have you ever noticed just how few words are contained in our 

“Pledge of Allegiance?”  Just thirty-one words make up our 

pledge.  As I prepared to write it, I did so from memory.  It is one 

of those things that practically every child in the United States 

learns.  The words may be few, but they are powerful.   

To begin, in these words we affirm that we will be faithful to the United States of America, and its 

republic form of government.  A form of government that empowers the people to elect 

representatives, enact laws, and have a say in the matters that affect their lives.  We pledge our faith 

to this republic form of government because it emerges from an understanding of God.  “We hold 

these truths to be self-evident: That all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their 

Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among them are life, liberty, and the pursuit of 

happiness.” (The Declaration of Independence).  We pledge our faith because we understand that 

this experiment in self-government we call the United States of America is a gift of God. 

As a gift, we acknowledge our rights as free people created in the image of God, but we also 

acknowledge that we are accountable to God for the way we live and govern.  From this 

understanding, we affirm that our nation is under the watchful eye of Almighty God, and as such, we 

take responsibility for her direction.   

Therefore, we must be undivided!  Moreover, we must be united such that liberty and justice can 

indeed be the experience of all.  Liberty and justice are not simply political words; they are sacred 

words.  God says in Amos 5:24, “But let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever

-flowing stream.”  Liberty and justice must hold each other in balance.  Unchecked liberty will 

produce injustice, and injustice will eventually preclude liberty. 

Have you ever wanted to say, “Amen” at the end of the pledge?  I have!  Amen to what exactly; that 

indeed we would be an undivided nation under the guidance of God; that all people in our society 

realize liberty and justice regardless of who they are, where they came from, or how they look.  God 

is calling us to be such a nation.  I believe God would have us to be a united people of liberty and 

justice, and that such would be for all!   

 

God Bless,  

Pastor Rick 
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 Only America calls it Fall 
 Pumpkin Pie Spice doesn’t taste like 

pumpkin 
 More people fall in love in fall 
 There are more than 7,500 apple 
      varieties 
 Candy Corn Day is October 30th 
 You can see the brightest full moon in 

Fall, The Harvest Moon.  
 Fall leaf colors are caused by  
     sugar 
 You need 36 apples to make 1  
     gallon of apple cider 

8 Fun Facts about Fall  

Sanctuary Music - Doug Clark, Music Director 
Chris Blondin - Accompanist/Organist 
 

“Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual 
songs. Sing and make  
music from your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to 
God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Ephesians 5:19-20 
 
The Sanctuary Choir, Instrumental  
Ensemble, and Canterbury Ringers are committed to  
musical excellence, to glorify God, and to create a musical atmosphere in which our congregation can wor-
ship the Lord in spirit and truth. If you are interested in being a part of the Sanctuary Music program or 
have any  
questions, please contact Doug Clark at doug.fumc@gmail.com. 
 
Sanctuary Choir: 
The Sanctuary Choir is primarily made up of adults but is open to high school students as well.  
The choir meets downstairs in the Choral Hall and is Wednesdays at 5:30pm. 
 
Instrumental Ensemble: 
The Instrumental Ensemble meets downstairs in the Instrumental Hall and is on Tuesdays at 5:30pm.  
 
Canterbury Ringers: 
The Canterbury Ringers are our handbell choir that meet downstairs next to the Choral Hall and meet 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm.  



Connectional Corner – November 2022 

The Stone’s River District of the Tennessee/Western Kentucky Annual  

Conference (TWK) has set the date for Tullahoma FUMC to vote on  

remaining a congregation in the United Methodist Church (UMC) or to disaffil-
iate from the UMC.  The vote will be on January 19, 2023 at  

6:30 pm. The Rev. Chip Hunter, TFUMC’s District Superintendent, and 

 Rev. Scott Aldridge, At-Large District Superintendent for TWK, will  

conduct the meeting and the voting process. The voting process will be as  

directed in the Book of Discipline. The TWK Annual Conference will  

prepare the ballot, which cannot be changed by a local congregation and will  

require the ballot to be signed. Signatures are used to verify that only professing  

members are voting. A professing member is one who is baptized and has publicly af-
firmed support for the Tullahoma First congregation. Usually this is done at the end of a worship  

service when the pastor asks the joining new members in front of the congregation to support this 
congregation of the UMC with their prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness. If you have ques-
tions as to your TFUMC membership, please check with the Church office. Finally, as per the Book 
of Discipline, there will be no absentee ballots.  One must be present at the meeting to vote.  

 
Between now and the January 19th congregational vote, the Educational Task Force will schedule a 
number of question-and-answer sessions at various times to better prepare the congregation’s under-
standing of the significance of the vote.  These will be announced in various church publications and 
at church events.  Please plan to attend one or more of these sessions.  If your Sunday School class, 
small group or other TFUMC organization would like to have a separate question and answer ses-
sion, please contact the Church office.  Prior to attending a question and answer session, the Task 
Force asks that you prepare for each session by visiting the Task Force website, bit.ly/tfumcvote, and 
view the published FAQ’s and additional information about the congregational vote.  If you have 
limited or no access to internet service, the church office will assist in viewing the website at the 
church.    
 
As announced in previous editions of the Connectional Corner, congregations wishing to disaffiliate 
from the UMC are using paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline which expires on December 31, 
2023.  Since the Annual Conference must vote to approve a disaffiliation, with no additional Annual 
Conference dates, all petitions for disaffiliation needed to be complete by April, 2023. However, 
while TWK Bishop McAlilly has expressed his desire for all congregations to remain within the 
UMC, he has made the call for two special Annual Conference sessions for the sole purpose of vot-
ing on disaffiliations.  These conferences will be conducted in a Zoom format on Monday, May 22, 
2023 and Monday, November 13, 2023.  With the announcement of these called sessions, there will 
be no consideration for disaffiliation at the regularly scheduled Annual Conference which is to be 
held June 19-21, 2023. These two additional dates give TWK congregations more time to discern 
their future. 
 
Please be in prayer about your vote.  Also pray for our congregation that God will lead us through 
this process with understanding, compassion and love of our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
 

 

 

-Craig Diller 
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Keeping In Prayers 
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Attendance 
Average Attendance 2022  

 

8:00 a.m. Worship       54     
First Light Worship       114 
11:00  a.m. Worship          87 
Total                             255   
Sunday School                  76 

Finance 
September 2022 

 

Revenue 
YTD Budget          $667,334 
Received               $581,234 
Expenditures 
YTD Budget          $667,334 
Disbursed               $703,286 

 

 

 
 
 
 

If you have someone you would like to add to the prayer list, please contact the church office at 455-5434 or 
fumc@lighttube.net. Also, if you have updates about your loved one currently on the prayer list, please  

contact the office with that information. It is important for us to have the most accurate information so that 
we may provide the appropriate congregational care.  

Joan Alexander 

Helen Smith (mother of Connie 

Hyde & grandmother of Aimee 

Whitt) 

Carl Corley (nephew of Steve 

Hoagland) 

Dona Rhudy 

Megan Hershman 

Shirley Moore 

Edith Gammon 

Tim Counts 

Mary Lou Barnett 

Ruth Rymer 

Ryan Bond 

Virgil Cline 

Sam DiNicola  

Shelia Stacey (family member  

of Kris Roberts) 

Ronda Morris (friend of Megan  

Dauzat) 

Shae Posch (friend of George 

Stone)  

The Douglas Family (family of 

Karen Douglas)  

Kay Crosswy 

Lex Hutcheson 

Betty Collier 

Memorials Honorariums 

Sarah Fitzgerald 
from 

George & Renata Stone 
 

Vince Maddox 
from 

Phyllis Thomas 
 

Elaine Kohl 
from 

Barbara N. Rubin 

 
Mike Dent 

from 
Elmo Birkhead 

 
Stephen Savelle 

from 
Elmo Birkhead 

 
Bill Caps & The Henry  

Center Staff 
from 

Elmo Birkhead 

Joe Williams  
from 

Charlotte Hathaway 
 

Vernie Hastings 
from 

Charlotte Hathaway 
 

Dean Herron 
from 

Diane Herron 
Jim & Richard Herron 
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, INC.  

208 W. Lauderdale Street 

Tullahoma TN 37388 

To receive text  
messages & emails 
from the church to 

keep you in the loop 
about everything that is going on, just text the word 
church to 931-452-4747 and click on the response. 
You may also signup to receive texts from specific 
areas of ministry. For our Children’s Ministry, text 

children; for our Senior Adults ministry, text 
fumcsam . Once your form is filled out, we will 

begin sending you all the info you'll need.  

  Connect 
   Senior Pastor                                            Rickey Wade                     pastorfumc80@gmail.com 

   Administrative Assistant   Annelyse Brechler           fumc@lighttube.net 

   Worship & Communications                  Jeff Harrison                             jeffhfumc@lighttube.net 

   Discipleship & Youth                         Kris Roberts                     krisfumc@lighttube.net 

   Youth, Young Adults, Missions             Megan Dauzat                meganfumc@gmail.com 

   Children & Fellowship                      Julie Uehlein         childrensfumc@lighttube.net 

   Senior Adults & Congregational Care         Esther J. Sims                              ejsfumc@lighttube.net 

   Dossett Chapel               Jeff Ellison                      jeff.ellison@me.com 

   Traditional Music Ministry                         Doug Clark                  doug.fumc@gmail.com 

   Organist and Accompanist              Chris Blondin          blondinmusic@bellsouth.net 

   First Light Music Ministry                          John Cook             johnjaniece@bellsouth.net 

   Finance Assistant               Karen Douglas           financefumc@lighttube.net 

   Facilitator                                       Elmo Birkhead                              fumc23@lighttube.net 
 

208 West Lauderdale Street  www.fumctullahoma.com 

Church Office:  931-455-5434 or fumc@lighttube.net  Pastor Rickey’s Cell:  931-222-0314  

Finance Office:  931-455-7127 or financefumc@lighttube.net 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday, 8am-4pm  
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Our main Facebook page is First 
United Methodist Church.  

We also have a Youth page - 
FUMC Tullahoma Youth  

Ministry; and a Children’s  
page - Children’s Ministry of 

FUMC Tullahoma. 

To receive this newsletter electronically, just email the office at fumc@lighttube.net. Help us save 

 paper, postage, and time!  You can also find the newsletter on our website, www.fumctullahoma.com  


