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Last Words
In 1888 a man by the name of Alfred Nobel received a rare gift;
his obituary had been mistakenly printed in a French newspaper.
Alfred, the principal inventor of dynamite, was disappointed
by the account. In the obituary he was described as a
“merchant of death” who had made his fortune from
explosives and human suffering. This image caused
Alfred to reexamine his life and to rewrite his will.
In the years since his death, Alfred’s estate has
made possible the famous Nobel Peace Prize.
Given the proper motive and opportunity, a reevaluation
of our life can be an extremely wise endeavor. Not a one
of us will make it very far down the road of life without some mistakes, regrets, or wanting
for a second chance. Quite often it may seem that our mistakes were too large, or they
happened too long ago for such a second chance. We may feel as though it is too late to
effect a real change! It is never too late with God! The Gospel helps us understand that
every day is the first day of the rest of our life. Turning around to travel in a better direction
is always just one step away. The next step is filled with endless opportunity for change.
Sometimes, what we need most is to think, really think, about who we are, what we have
become, and who God wants us to be. Such thinking can be powerful and liberating. Jesus
told a short story in Saint Matthew’s Gospel, “But what do you think? A man had two sons,
and he came to the first and said, ‘Son, go work today in the vineyard.’ And he answered
and said, ‘I will, sir’; and he did not go. And he came to the second son and said the same
thing. But he answered and said, ‘I will not’; yet he afterward
regretted it and went. Which of the two did the will of his father?” (vv. 21:28-31a). Jesus then goes on to talk about harlots
and tax collectors, and how they would enter the kingdom of
heaven ahead of the religious leaders. It is never too late to
reexamine our life, make new choices, or travel with Christ.
Maybe all of us could stand to hear our obituary.

Recordings of our 11am Traditional Service can be found on our website,
www.fumctullahoma.com. The most recent service is on our home page. Older
recordings may be found under the “media” tab. To receive a copy of Pastor Rickey’s
sermon manuscript, contact the church office at 931-455-5434 or fumc@lighttube.net
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Calendar

The Good News

Sunday Mornings
Nursery available from 8am-12noon
8am
Traditional Worship Service,
Sanctuary
9am
First Light Modern Service,
Family Activity Center
10am
Sunday School for all ages;
various locations
10:30am Dossett Chapel Sunday School
11am
Traditional Worship Service,
Sanctuary
11am
Traditional Worship Service,
Facebook Live
6pm
First Light Modern Service,
Family Activity Center

Ongoing Activities
Sundays
 Youth Group, Destination Unknown
Tuesdays
 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial
Assistance, 12-2pm
 Dossett Cub Scouts, 6:30-8pm; Dossett
Chapel
 Girl Scouts, 7-8:30pm; Scout room
Wednesdays
 Dossett Chapel activities, 3:30pm
 Instrumental Ensemble, 5pm
 Handbells, 6pm
 Youth Zoom, 7:30pm
Thursdays
 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial
Assistance, 12-2pm
 Choir, 5pm
 Cub Scouts, 6-7:30pm; Scout room

What’s Happening In May
Friday, April 30th-Sunday, May 2nd
Confirmation Retreat
Saturday, May 8th - TN Alzheimer’s
Purple Olympics (more info on page 5)
Sunday, May 16th - Tween event; TBA
Sunday, May 23rd - Confirmation Sunday
(youth)
Sunday, May 23rd - Last day of regular
Sunday School
Sunday, May 23rd - School’s Out Blowout
(youth)
Sunday, May 30th - Memorial Day
Unified Service, 11am; sanctuary, main
building; lunch to follow in the Family
Activity Center (more info on page 10)
Monday, May 31st - Church Office closed
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Children’s Ministry—Julie Uehlein
Jesus said, “Let the Little
Children come to me and do
not hinder them for the
Kingdom of God belongs to
such as these” Mark 10:14-1
To receive communications relating
to Children’s Ministry, text
CHILDREN to 931-452-4747
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Sunday Mornings
Sunday School
10 a.m. (main bldg., 2nd floor)

Our nursery is available every
Sunday from 8am-12noon.

School is almost out for the summer….How
did that happen?? We have kids going to
camp, summer Sunday School, VBS and our
pool party to look forward to. Are there any
other events you would be interested in this
summer? Do you have ideas for the Fall?
I would love to hear from you.
-Working with you, Julie

Calendar of Events

May
16th Tween (4th -5th grades) event; more
info to come
23rd Last day of regular Sunday School
30th Unified Service in the Sanctuary with
lunch to follow in the gym, 11am

-Easter Egg Hunt, April 3rd

June 6th – July 25th Summer Sunday School
10–10:45am Family Activity Center
July
20th -22nd VBS 10am-12noon; more details
to come
25th VBS Sunday, 9am; Gym
25th Sunday School Promotion Sunday,
10am; Gym
25th Church-wide Pool Party, 6:30-8:30;
Splash Island, DW Wilson

-Sunday School returns, April 11th

Sermon Notes and activities available at each worship service. Have your child check them
out. They are available at the back of the Main Sanctuary and at the front table in the gym.
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Youth Ministry—Kris Roberts

The Good News
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Senior Ministry—Esther J. Sims
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May Birthdays
16 Blossom Merryman
5 Suzanne Rutley
18 Dan Rioux
6 Elwanda Vibbert
19 Fran Haynes
6 Lex Hutcheson
20 Anne Miller
9 Bill Bates
21 Susie Miller
11 Joyce Bobo
23 Steve Hoagland
12 Rickey Wade
27 Judy Fitch
15 Janis Helms
Brookdale Living Center has allowed me to visit with several of
our church members over the last few weeks. It was wonderful visiting with Joan Alexander, Betty Simmons and Thelma Hammers in April. I look forward to visiting with
our Senior members in their homes, Life Care, NHC, Parkview and Morning Pointe this
month. Know that all of you are very dear to me and I want to be available for any help
that you need. Please call me at 455-5434 if I can assist you in any way.
The first activity for our Senior Adult Ministry sponsorship will be to
participate in the Alzheimer's Tennessee Purple Olympics on Saturday,
May 8th. We need a team of at least four (4) people. This event is open
to all ages to participate. Our goal is to raise $1000.00. In the past, we have had lots of
fun, walked away with lots of medals and have met our financial goal. If you would
like to participate as a team member and/or financial supporter, please contact me by
Wednesday, May 5th. You may make your donations to TUMC/Alzheimer's Team
through our financial office or to me. All monies raised stays in Tennessee. This is such
a excellent opportunity to share your love with Tennesseans living with Alzheimer's.
In June, the Senior Adult Ministry will host a “Christmas in June Craft
Project,” starting Wednesday, June 15th. We will meet for two or three
Wednesdays depending on completion of project. No cost is involved, all
materials will be provided and no specific skills are needed. To find out
what the project is, you have to show up! I am not telling you in advance.
Trust me. We will be meeting in the Art Room of main building.

Check Senior Adult Bulletin Board weekly for updates, photos and more details.
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The Henry Center—Jeff Harrison
The Henry Center is a helping ministry of First United Methodist Church. God has
commanded us in His word to serve our local community by helping those who
need it. We do this in various ways, but the primary ways the Henry Center has
chosen to do this is through assistance with food (our food bank), helping with utility bills and rent (financial assistance), and clothing, household goods, furniture
(our clothes closet). This ministry has help thousands of Tullahoma and Coffee County residents and it
is because of the willingness of volunteers and the financial support of the church, that this ministry
continues to support so many.
We have a constant need for volunteers and donations. Volunteers can serve every time the Henry Center is open, or once a week, or once a month. Volunteer hours are usually 10am to 2pm on Tuesdays and
Thursdays. Volunteers who work in the clothes closet also work during the week to re-stock and those
hours vary. We also have a need for food pick-up. Those with pickup trucks can pick up the food directly, but we also have need of people who may not have that kind of vehicle, to assist those making the
pick-up and getting the food into the building. If you would like to explore the possibility of volunteering, please contact Jeff Harrison at jeffhfumc@lighttube.net
I know for myself, when I think about serving at the Henry Center, I consider things like time, effort,
etc. In terms of effort, it takes very little. It is a substantial amount of time, but in the grand scheme of
things, it's not too much. Often what I don't think about is what I receive in return. And I can honestly
say, what I receive, incredibly out weighs what is given. There are few things in life that give you true
perspective. I think worship is one of those things. It lets me know who I am, who God is, and my place
in this small world. Volunteering at the Henry Center gives me perspective as well. God has been so gracious to me in my life. He has remained faithful when I was unfaithful. I am truly blessed to have been
raised by Christian parents, to have the experiences I have had in my life, and now have a family of my
own. All of this comes from serving our community which has people who are far from God, haven't
received His grace and don't know him. While that is what we are setting out to do (bring people closer
to God) the reality is, a lot of people are not. Volunteering also gives me a sense of humility. We all put
on a good face for Sunday morning, but the truth is, I'm a big screw up just like everyone else. How
humbling to be used by God, knowing who you truly are. These things, true perspective and a humility,
are priceless and hard to come by. We can focus a lot of the needs being met in our community, which is
rightly important, but the things gained are also important in the life of the servant. -In Christ, Jeff

The United Methodist Women will be sponsoring a “Baby Bottle” Fundraiser beginning Mother’s Day,
Sunday, May 9th and ending on Father’s Day, Sunday, June 20th. Just fill a baby bottle with cash,
coins, or checks and bring them to the church by Sunday, June 20th.
Life Choices Pregnancy Support Center is a faith-based, Christ-centered, non-profit organization
(501(C)3). Life Choices currently operates three centers, one each in Winchester, Manchester, and
Grundy County (Coalmont). The services provided by Life Choices to its clients are all free of charge.
Funds raised through the “Baby Bottle” Fundraiser support the services provided.
The Life Choices message is spoken in love—biblical truths about the sanctity of life,
about sexual integrity, and God’s design for marriage.
For more information, please go to the Life Choices web site:
https://www.lifechoicestn.org
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Dossett Chapel—Jeff Ellison
We’ve had a wonderful month of April with Easter celebrations, having the Dossett kids come to First
Untied Methodist Sanctuary for the Dossett Cross Blessing and a Blessing the following Wednesday at
Dossett. The kids were thrilled! Plus the Book Exchange is still going well and the kids are back at
Sunday School!
The Dossett Scouts have been busy too! We got the parents trained for Cub Scout Leadership and just
this last weekend we got them trained on Outdoor Leadership (“BALOO”), so we can actually go on
camp outs; the kids have been really excited about camping outside. We had a trail camp-in inside Dossett to teach them how to pitch a tent and setup their beds. Then we had a cookout on site at Dossett the
same night! It was a blast! The next morning we taught them how to cleanup their “camp site”, cleanup and pack their bed site and tents, then go out to the Cub Scout Camporee where they got to shoot
bows and arrows, throw tomahawks, and do leather working.
It’s been unbelievably busy, but what a blessing! We urgently need help from the congregation. If you
can donate your time, materials or finances, we really need some help.
God Bless and thanks to all our faithful volunteers and financial contributors! I’d be absolutely lost
without them! -Jeff

Attendance

Finance

Average Attendance 2021

March 2021

8am Worship
9am Worship
11am Worship
6pm
Total

55
80
71
23
229

Sunday School

75

Please welcome
to our
Church Family:
Lexi Brown
Scott & Megan
Dauzat and
Elizabeth &
Finley

Revenue
YTD Budget
Received

$ 207,834
$ 210,953

Expenditures
YTD Budget $ 207,834
Disbursed
$ 188,508
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Discipleship Ministry—Kris Roberts

The Good News
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Connectional Corner—Craig Diller
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The Connectional Corner (CC) is beginning a series on Frequently Asked Questions regarding the United Methodist Church, the default UMC, the new Global Methodist Church (GMC), the “Protocol”, the
effect of a divided UMC on TFUMC, and pending legislation at future Annual and General Conferences.
If you have a question(s) on these subjects, email them to craig.diller@outlook.com or submit it to the
church office.
As with anything new, there have been many questions about the GMC as the newly formed traditional
Methodist denomination. For in-depth information, visit their website: www.globalmethodist.org. One
caveat in answering questions about the default UMC or the GMC is that both denominations may make
legislative changes at their respective post-separated General Conferences (GC).
1. Is the new denomination Methodist?
Yes. Both the default UMC and the GMC are Methodist denominations in the Wesleyan tradition.
Core doctrines are very similar. The primary differences in theology involve the authority of Scripture and issues concerning human sexuality. A future CC article will address the differences between
the two denominations.
2. Is the GMC an official denomination?
No. The GMC has not been legally formed and is not operating as a denomination. According to the
Transitional Leadership Council (TLC), “The GMC will be legally formed and begin to operate as a
denomination when the Protocol is adopted. Alternatively, if it becomes apparent that the Protocol
will not be adopted, then the TLC still plans to bring the traditional denomination into existence”.
3. What is meant by “Transitional” Leadership Council and “Transitional” Book of Discipline
and Doctrine?
Temporary. The TLC and Transitional Book of Discipline and Doctrine are temporary until the GMC
convening GC. Once the denomination is legally formed, the TLC will set the dates for its convening
GC. During a transitional period of 12 to 24 months, local congregations, annual conferences, and
central conferences may vote to join the GMC. Once local congregations and conferences join the
GMC, the TLC will apportion delegates to the convening GC. The convening GC has the responsibility to adopt, modify or reject previous actions by the TLC, approve/modify the Book of Discipline
and Doctrine, and elect new denominational leaders, ending the transitional period.
4. Is the GMC another name for the Wesleyan Covenant Association (WCA)?
No. “Traditionalists do not march in lock-step,” said the Rev. Dr. Leah Hidde Gregory, a TLC
member and a district superintendent in the Central Texas Annual Conference. “Some traditionalists
have been wary of the WCA, thinking it was moving too fast and others believing it was moving too
slow. It took a few meetings before I realized there were only three people from the WCA leadership
on our council. It became obvious to me that the group who nominated us wanted to make sure all
people who regard themselves as traditionalist, orthodox, conservative, or evangelical were represented on the TLC.” That being said, the WCA is fully supportive of the GMC and the president of the
WCA is chair of the TLC.
Throughout this turmoil in the UMC, may we honor and respect each other as brothers and sisters in
Christ. We can and should speak well of one another. We can and should pray for one another, our
congregation and our UMC.
Note: The May 8, 2021 virtual special GC has been cancelled by the Council of Bishops.
-Craig Diller, Lay Member to Annual Conference
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Memorial Day Unified Worship Service, May 30th, 11 a.m., in the Sanctuary
This year during our Memorial Day Service, we will show a
slide presentation to remember those who paid the ultimate price
for our freedom, and also those who served but have since gone on
to the Church Triumphant. We are only remembering those who
have passed. On Veteran’s Day this year, in November, we will
also have a slideshow presentation that will include all veterans
who have served (living and deceased) and who are still serving.

If you have a loved one who served in the military and has passed on that you would like included
in the presentation, please get a picture to Mandy at fumc@lighttube.net no later than May 24th.
We will also share a meal immediately following the service in the Family Activity Center.
Remember
“Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a new nation,
conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.
Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so
conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battlefield of that war. We
have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those who here gave their
lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.
But, in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow this
ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above
our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here,
but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the
unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It
is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us—that from these
honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full
measure of devotion—that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain—that
this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom—and that government of the people, by
the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.” (Abraham Lincoln)
Most of us remember the words of President Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, at least in part.
We may also remember that it was given among the darkest days of our country’s history.
Nonetheless, these well-spoken, well-placed words have echoed in the halls of our schools and
minds for over 150 years. What we do not remember is the 13,607 word address given by
Edward Everett, publicized as the highlight of the day.
Sometimes a few words are sufficient, “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one's life
for one's friends” (John 15:13). May we never forget those who have given “the last full measure
of devotion.” May we all bless God, and may God bless these United States of America. Amen

May 2021

Page 11

Keeping In Prayers
Edith Gammon
Merry Kay Uselton Kirkland
Gail Hines
Gina Henshaw (daughter of
Kay Crosswy)
Millie Jones (friend of Cindy
Stoker & Carl Brandt)

Beverly Lindsay
Joyce Mathis
Peggy Marshall
Tim Counts
Toni & Bill Overton
Rosemary Starnes
Verna Hastings

Ruby Hobbs
Nancy Wright
Mary Alice Hollinshead
Mary Lou Barnett
Carl Corley (nephew of Steve Hoagland)
Carter Ray (great-grandson of Billy Ray)

If you have someone you would like to add to the prayer list, please contact the church office at
455-5434 or fumc@lighttube.net. Also, if you have updates about your loved one currently on the
prayer list, please contact the office with that information. It is important for us to have the most
accurate information so that we may provide the appropriate congregational care.

Memorials
Melba Mahrenholz
Francis Painter
Mr. & Mrs. James Carson
Bill Starnes
from
Brac & Emily Thoma
Milner Carden
from
Ann Hand
Larry Marshall
from
WC & Jane Anne Driver

Dick Rhudy
from
Jack & Dorothy Carman
Johnny & Sharon Petrey
Jim Hawkins
from
Betty Collier
Charlotte Hatheway
Bobbie Ray
Robbie Frame
from
Donald & Mollie Wright
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Connect
Senior Pastor
Administrative Assistant
First Light/Outreach Ministry
Youth & Discipleship Ministry
Youth Girls Ministry Associate
Children’s Ministry
Senior’s Ministry
Henry Center Ministry
Dossett Chapel
Instrumental Music Director
Choir Director
Organist and Accompanist
Music Ministry (First Light)
Financial Assistant
Facilitator

Pastor Rickey Wade
Mandy White
Jeff Harrison
Kris Roberts
Megan Dauzat
Julie Uehlein
Esther J. Sims
Jeff Harrison
Jeff Ellison
Doug Clark
Adam Womack
Chris Blondin
John Cook
Katrina Walton
Elmo Birkhead

pastorfumc@lighttube.net
fumc@lighttube.net
jeffhfumc@lighttube.net
krisfumc@lighttube.net
megandauzat@gmail.com
childrensfumc@lighttube.net
ejsfumc@lighttube.net
jeffhfumc@lighttube.net
jeff.ellison@me.com
doug.fumc@gmail.com
adam.womack@tcsedu.net
blondinmusic@bellsouth.net
johnjaniece@bellsouth.net
financefumc@lighttube.net
fumc23@lighttube.net

208 West Lauderdale Street  www.fumctullahoma.com
Church Office: 931-455-5434 or fumc@lighttube.net  Pastor Rickey’s Cell: 931-222-0314
Finance Office: 931-455-7127 or financefumc@lighttube.net
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8am-4pm  Fridays, 8am-12pm

To receive text
messages & emails
from the church to
keep you in the loop
about everything that
is going on, just text the word church to 931-452-4747
and click on the response. You may also signup to
receive texts from specific areas of ministry. For our
Youth Ministry, text youth; for our Children’s
Ministry, text children; for our Senior Adults ministry,
text fumcsam . Once your form is filled out, we will
begin sending you all the info you'll need.

Our main Facebook page is First
United Methodist Church.
We also have a Youth page FUMC Tullahoma Youth Ministry;
and a Children’s page - Children’s
Ministry of FUMC Tullahoma.

To receive this newsletter electronically, just email Mandy at fumc@lighttube.net. Help us save paper,
postage and time! You can also find the newsletter on our website, www.fumctullahoma.com
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