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Recordings of Pastor Rickey’s sermons are available on our website. Go to www.fumctullahoma.com, select the 
“podcast” tab and then you may scroll down on that page and select the sermon you want to listen to. 

It Could Happen 

Each year about this time when I was a kid, we started thinking about where  

to have our swimming hole.  The creek that ran across our place was small  

and as such did not afford a hole deep enough to swim.  The remedy  

for this was, of course, to dam the creek at some point to create a  

pool deep enough for swimming.  One might think we would use  

the same place each year, but not so.  Normally, as with most  

small creeks, things would change from year to year.  What  

may have been a naturally deep spot last year may be a sand  

bar this year.  So, about this time each year the hunt was on  

for the ideal spot for the swimming hole.  

 

Over the years, my friends and I experimented with several methods  

of building a dam.  We tried pole and board construction, sandbag construction, and my personal favorite, 

big rock construction.  At the time, I thought swimming was the greatest fun.  Looking back, I think working 

with my friends to build something was what created the lasting memories.  I know we swam, splashed, and 

so on, but it is the details of dam building that I remember most. 

 

We created something between siblings, cousins, and neighbors as we pooled our labor for a common goal.  

It even seems now that swimming was all the more enjoyable because we worked together to achieve a  

desired outcome.  Chinking holes, making plaster from mud and weeds, and working out the details of which 

rock should go where gave us experience and skills to grow on. 

 

I think something very similar to that described above is why God wants us to go to church.  We can pray in 

private, in fact, Jesus gives instructions on how to do that very thing.  We can also read Scripture in private.  

And, I dare say, one can worship in private.  How-

ever, we create something special when people 

come together for a common purpose.  We learn 

more from the act of participating with others than 

we realize at the time.  Somehow, God uses other 

people to show us mercy, justice, and grace in 

ways that we could never see alone.  The things I 

remember most about those summer swimming 

holes were not swimming; it was working with 

my friends.  In a similar manner, the times when I 

have been most aware of God are those times 

when I have seen God in others through our  

common worship.  As we worship together, pray 

together, and work together, something powerful 

happens.  I encourage you to attend worship in the 

days and months ahead.  Through our common 

worship you may see God in a new way.  Better 

still, this may be the time someone sees God in 

you – God may inspire you; God may use you – it 

could happen!  God bless, Pastor Rickey 
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May 5th      

“Feast on the Lord”  John 6:35-40 
 

May 12th - Mothers’ Day   

“The Way, the Truth, the Life”  John 14:1-7    
 

May 19th 

“The Light of the World”  John 7:37-38; 8:12 
 

May 26th - Memorial Day Unified Service, 10am  

“The Good Shephard”   John 10:11-18    
 

June 2nd 

    “The Gate to Eternal Life” - John 10:7-10 

A sermon series  

on the “I Am” 

statements of  

Jesus, found in  

the book of John  
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Ongoing Activities 

Sundays 

 High School Youth Group, 5-7pm 
 

Mondays 

 GriefShare, 3:30-5pm; Davidson Hall (ends  

  May 13th) 

 Handbells, 5:30-6:30pm 
 

Tuesdays 

 Knitters’ Group, 10am-12pm; room #4,  

   Davidson Hall (3rd, 4th & 5th Tue.) 

 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial  

   Assistance, 10:30am  

 Boy Scouts 7-8:30pm 
 

Wednesdays 

 Dossett Chapel activities, 3:15-5pm 

 High School Youth Disciple,  

  3:30-5:30pm; the House  

 Instrument Ensemble, 5:30-6:15pm  

 Middle School Youth Group, 6-8pm 

 Choir Rehearsal, 6:30-7:45pm 

 Adult Bible Study, 6:30-8pm; room #113 
 

Thursdays 

 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial  

   Assistance, 10:30am 

 Henry Center Clothes Closet, 12-2pm  
 

Fridays 

 Adult Art Group, 10am, art room, main 

bldg. 

 Young Moms’ Group (ends May 17th),  

   9-10am; room #113, main building;  

   studying “Ruth” by Kelly Minter 

Calendar 

Sunday Mornings 
8am     Worship—Traditional Service,  
                Sanctuary 
9am    Worship—First Light Modern  
                Service, Family Activity Center 
10am    Sunday School for all ages;  
                various locations  
10:30am  Dossett Chapel Sunday School 

11am      Worship—Traditional Service,  

               Sanctuary 

What’s Happening In May  

Thursday, May 2nd - National Day of Prayer 

Friday, May 3rd - Senior Adult trip “Tea on the  

    Mountain”; leaving at 10:30am 

Sunday, May 5th - Youth Confirmation, 9am Service 

Sunday, May 5th - Youth Senior Send-off Brunch,  

    10am; Davidson Hall  

Sunday, May 5th - Children's Backyard Play Day;  

    Thomas residence 

Tuesday, May 7th - Golden Circle, 11:30am; Davidson  

    Hall 

Saturday, May 11th - the Social (Youth), 7-10pm;  

    “Water Wars” 

Sunday, May 12th - Mother's Day - Halos singing, 9am  

    First Light Service 

Tuesday, May 21st - Encouragers’ Lunch, 12noon; Ruby  

    Tuesday 

Thursday. May 23rd - Book Club, 6:30pm 

Sunday, May 26th - Memorial Day Unified Service, 10am 

Monday, May 27th - Church Office closed 

Tuesday, May 28th - “The Table” Community Feeding  

    Program, 12pm; Davidson Hall 

GriefShare 

GriefShare is a support group for those who are 

grieving the loss of a loved one.  Each session is 

self-contained, and is composed of 3 parts: 

 video, group discussion and personal workbook.  
 

GriefShare meets on Mondays (until May 13th) 

from 3:30-5pm in Davidson Hall. 
 

A new session of GriefShare begins Wednesday, 

May 8th at 10am at Trinity Lutheran Church.  

 For more information, please contact Laurie 

Hamilton at 455-0859. 



 May 2019 Children’s Ministry—Julie Uehlein 

The school year is almost over!   
How did that happen????? 

 
Happening this month: 
We will have a “Backyard Play Day” on 
May 5th from 4-5:30pm at the home of 
Doug and Linda Thomas, 10815  
Tullahoma Highway (on the right, past 
Cook Rd).  There will be ziplines, swings, 
snacks, etc. for all ages.  Please bring a bike 
helmet for your child.   
 

On May 12th, the Halos (Pre K – 1st 
grades) will sing for Mother’s Day at the 
9am First Light service.  
 
VBS is next 
month.  Can you 
help with VBS  
the week before,  
during, or clean-
up after?  If  
so, contact Beth  
Harrison  at  
434-2425.  
 

We have a great event for Sunday School 
this summer (June 2nd – July 21st).   

 

         Pre-K–5th grade will  
     meet in the Youth Room  
  (The House) in the Family    
    Activity Center and will  

          be led by our Youth.  
                                                                                                                                                                                             

More details to come. 
 
Be blessed! Miss Julie 

       Our nursery is available   
 for  children who have   
 not  entered elementary  

  school, when age  
 appropriate classes  are 

not offered. The children are introduced to 
the Sunday School lesson that Pre-K - 5th 
grade are taught.  
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***To receive communications relating to Children’s Ministry, text CHILDREN to 931-452-4747*** 

Jesus said, “Let the  
Little Children come  

to me and do not  
hinder them for  
the Kingdom of  

God belongs to such  
as these” Mark 10:14-1 

Sunday Mornings  Sunday Mornings  Sunday Mornings     
Nursery Hours  
8 a.m. - 12 noon 

 

Sunday School 
10 a.m. (main bldg., 2nd floor) 

 

Sermon Notes and activities available at each worship service. Have your child check them out.  

They are available at the front and back of the Main Sanctuary and at the front table in the gym. 

 

Calendar of Events 
May 
5th         Backyard Playday, 4-5:30pm;  
              Thomas home 
12th        Mother’s Day - Halos sing at  
               9am service 
 

June 
3rd-6th  VBS, 9am-12noon; Family  
               Activity Center 
9th         VBS Sunday, 9am First Light  
               Service; Family Activity Center 
23rd       Cedar Crest Camp  
               Commissioning; 9am First Light                      
               Service; Family Activity Center 
23rd-28th  Cedar Crest Camp   
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Senior Ministry—Esther J. Sims  May 2019 

Check Senior Adult Bulletin Board weekly for updates, photos and more details. 
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May Happenings…May Happenings…May Happenings…   
Friday, May 3rd - “Tea on the Mountain”;  

   leaving at 10:30am 

Tuesday, May 7th - Golden Circle, 11:30am;  

   Davidson Hall 

Tuesday, May 21st - Encouragers’ Luncheon,  

   12pm;  Ruby Tuesday 

Thursday, May 23rd -  Book Club, 6:30pm  

Sunday, May 26th - Unified Worship Service,  

    10am 

Monday, May 27th - Memorial Day 

    Church Office closed 

Tuesday, May 28th - “The Table” 12-1pm;  

    Davidson Hall 

Thought for the Month:  Good News Prayer (Dorothy Johnson):  “Give  

me eyes to see you, Great Lord of the jubilee.  Give me ears to hear your  

call.  A heart to understand-if only in part- Your invitation to walk free  

from the prison of foolish thoughts, fears and wayward paths.”  

Our Senior 
Adult Group 
enjoying a  

delightful trip  
to Nashville 
where we  
visited the  

Parthenon, the 
Upper Room, 
and had lunch 
at Piccadilly's. 

“Walk With   
   Ease”   

sponsored  
by the Arthritis Foundation will be 
coming soon to our church.  More  

information to come. Watch the Senior 
Adult bulletin board and sign-up for 

text messages on your phone.  
These classes will be FREE.   

Golden Circle will meet Tuesday, May 7th at 11:30 

am.  Many Thanks to Laura Shaw for her program 

in April on meditation and Dream Boards. 

May Birthdays 
5    Suzanne Rutley 

6    Elwanda Vibbert 

6    Lex Hutcheson 

9    Bill Bates 

11  Joyce Bobo 

15  Janis Helms 

16 Blossom Merryman 

18 Dan Rioux 

19 Fran Haynes 

20 Anne Miller 

20 Sonja Ledbetter 

21 Susie Miller 

23 Juanita Hunter 

24 Steve Hoagland 

27  Judy Fitch 
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Hey Everyone, 

 

When I was a volunteer worship leader in 

North Carolina, we had an early service, 

Sunday School and a later service,  

much like we do here at FUMC. One  

of the Sunday School classes started  

doing a study called “Downpour” by 

James McDonald. People who attended the  

class loved it so much, they started talking to others within the church about it. Other Sunday School classes 

started doing it as well. As a worship team, we noticed that the later service was experiencing a very tangible 

move of God in the service; people singing louder, coming forward for prayer after the service, responding to 

the message, etc. They were so moved by what they were learning and experiencing through that Bible study 

and Sunday School that it was changing our worship and changing the spiritual lives of those participating.  

 

I think we have that very opportunity coming in the month of June. Kris Roberts will  

be leading a study on a book by Francis Chan called “Letters To The Church.” I am 

praying and hoping that this study will spark spiritual awakening in our congregation.  

I believe that this will open our eyes to what God has for us and for our city. It has  

been a rough couple of months with all that has gone on in our denomination, and we  

are still experiencing the struggle our church (universal) is going through. Through it  

all, I believe God is calling us back to himself. 

 

So why am I not suggesting that we do “Downpour” by James McDonald? Worked then, why not now? I 

think God works in many different ways and is not bound to a specific work by a specific author, but works 

through many people, different places, different times. I think God has something new for us and is using our 

staff and current resources to bring that about.  

 

Do you desire an awakening in our your soul for the things of God? Come and join us on June 4th in  

Davidson Hall and every Tuesday night in June and July as we discover what God has for us. You will be 

blessed! 

 

In Christ, Jeff 

First Light & Outreach Ministry—Jeff  Harrison The Good News 

Communion Servers - Once a month 
 

Coffee - Once a month on rotation 

Tech Team - Every / every other week 
 

Worship Team - Every /every other week 
 

Contact Jeff @ jeffhfumc@lighttube.net for more info. 

mailto:jeffhfumc@lighttube.net


  

 

 

 

 

  Hey Everyone, 
 

  The Henry Center is continuing to do a great work in the community for the  

  people of Tullahoma. We have an exciting opportunity for those of you who  

  have a desire to help with the Henry Center's ministry, but can't get there on  

  the weekdays when we are open. Aldi's of Tullahoma provides us with a lot of 

the products that we give away through the Henry Center and we are going to continue to pickup 

from them during week, but we are now looking to pickup from them on Saturdays as well. We are 

looking for 4 teams or couples who would be willing to volunteer once a month to pick up these items 

from Aldi. Bill Caps will be training those who are interested. It will take 2-3 hours on a Saturday 

morning once a month. Will you help us? If you are interested in serving, please make contact with 

any of our Henry Center Volunteers or with me at jeffhfumc@lighttube.net 

In Christ, Jeff 

The Henry Center—Jeff  Harrison 
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 The  Community Feeding 

Program “The Table” will 

be serving meals May 28th 

in Davidson Hall from 12 

noon until 1pm.  The  

Women's Emmaus Group will be providing 

the food.  They will need some help from us 

with the serving and clean-up.  There will be  

a sign-up list for those wishing to help, posted 

by May 5th. “The Table” is the fourth  

Tuesday of each month, foreseeing no  

conflicts.  Come help us build community 

with the people of our town and county.   

A BIG THANK YOU to Shorter Chapel 

A.M.E. Church and Pastor Coleman March, 

Jr. for providing the food for the April  

Feeding Program.  Many thanks to our own 

church members and friends who helped with 

the serving and clean-up.    

“The Table” Community Feeding Program 

             
 

       While reading stories about 

Wycliffe Bible translators, a 

passage  written by Victor 

Opungu in New Guinea was 

particularly interesting.  He 

related an occurrence that gives a deeper and 

truer meaning to missions work and bringing 

the gospel to others.  He tells of a local man 

who was possessed by an evil spirit.  A local 

missionary prayed for the man, God  

answered the pray and the man came to his 

senses.  Victor said that was when he knew 

that God was powerful, and he too became a 

Christian.  A Bible translator that did not 

know Christ as his savior witnessed the  

awesomeness of God, and he has been able 

to share his experience with others over the 

years.  Missions work can be done in many 

ways at home and abroad.  What can you do 

for Missions? 

Missions Moment—Holt Cason 
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Remember 

“Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a new nation,  

conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal. 

 

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so  

conceived and so dedicated, can long endure.  We are met on a great battlefield of that war. We 

have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those who here gave 

their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this. 

 

But, in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow this  

ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above  

our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what we say 

here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated 

here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It  

is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us—that from these  

honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full  

measure of devotion—that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain—

that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom—and that government of the 

people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.” (Abraham Lincoln) 

 

Most of us remember the words of President Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, at least in part.   

We may also remember that it was given among the darkest days of our country’s history.  

Nonetheless, these well-spoken, well-placed words have echoed in the halls of our schools  

and minds for over 150 years.  What we do not remember is the 13,607 word address given  

by Edward Everett, publicized as the highlight of the day.  

 

Sometimes a few words are sufficient, “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one's  

life for one's friends” (John 15:13). May we never forget those who have given “the last full 

measure of devotion.”  May we all bless God, and may God bless these United States of  

America.  Amen 

Memorial Day Unified Worship Service, May 26th, 10 a.m., in the Sanctuary 

 This year during our Memorial Day Service, we will show a slide  

 presentation to remember those who paid the ultimate price for   

 our freedom, and also those who served but have since gone on to  

 the Church Triumphant.  We are only remembering those who   

 have passed.  On Veteran’s Day this year, in November, we will   

 also have a slideshow presentation that will include all veterans    

 who have served (living and deceased) and who are still serving.   

 

If you have a loved one who served in the military and has passed on that you would  

like included in the Memorial Day presentation, please get those to Mandy at  

fumc@lighttube.net no later than May 20th.  
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Attendance 
Average Attendance 2019  

 

8:00 a.m. Worship         60  
First Light Worship       134    
11:00  a.m. Worship          105    
Total         299 
 
Sunday School        102  

Finance 
March 2019 

 

Revenue 
YTD Budget            $ 218,325 
Received                  $ 219,285 
 

Expenditures 
YTD Budget             $ 218,325 
Disbursed               $ 212,679 

United Methodist Women—Ann Hand 

 
 

We renewed our landscaping agreement with Yardworks for another year. Campus looks great.   

We contacted the City regarding replacing the guardrail along Chestnut Alley are hoping that a  

collaborative effort will get the job done.   A&R Glass has a work order to replace 6 fogged windows 

on the West side of the sanctuary building and to make repairs to doors and doorways.  Work should 

start soon.  We are refining an estimate for repairs to the exterior and interior East wall of the  

sanctuary.  Repairs are needed from moisture damage to the plaster above the sound booth.  We  

decided to proceed with needed electronic connectivity of the three main buildings in order to  

implement future communications enhancements.  To better “advertise” our church, we decided to 

pursue a lighted cross and flame for the Family Activity Center facing Lincoln Street and lighting  

of the information sign in front of the church.   
 

We are looking to improve the appearance of the Food Pantry distribution area. One option may  

be a dropped ceiling.  We agreed to allow the Red Cross to use our Family Activity Center as a  

temporary shelter during emergencies.  A cherry curio for the Nativity Museum was purchased  

with donated funds.   Water leaking in the Family Counseling Center area of the Henry Center is a 

continuing issue.  We may now have the solution identified and work will be scheduled accordingly.  

Long term, we plan to study the feasibility of a passenger drop off close to the Lauderdale Street  

doors and to pursue installation of an electronic sign along Jackson Street. 

Trustees—Bill Bates 

Our 3rd Monday Meeting will take place on May 20th at 10:30am, in Davidson Hall.  

Our program will be by Margaret Savelle.  She will speaking about the 2019 Guatemala  

Mission Trip.  For reservations, please call Dianne Barksdale at 931-455-9275. 

Home Communion Teams 
We are still in need of two more teams to serve Home Communion. Our Home 

Communion teams only serve two to three times a year, once a month. Those  

interested can email Wendy Colvin at wendypc13@gmail.com for details.   

Baptisms 

  Hayden  

Andrew    

 Rice, 

 son of  

Emily & Andrew 

Rice, was  

baptized  

Sunday,  

April 14th. 



 Keeping In Prayers 
Linda Krehlik (daughter of  

    Barbara  Oakley)  

Jobie Corn (aunt of Tommie  

    Hoagland) 

Leslee Nelius (sister-in-law of   

    Sylvia Epley) 

Rita Breezley 

Mary Alice Hollinshead 

Hilda Anthony Hand (sister-in- 

    law of Ann Hand) 

Greg Miller (cousin of Janiece  

    Cook) 

Judy Babb (friend of Karen  

    Ortiz) 

Ike Savelle (father of  

    Stephen Savelle) 

Linda Roberts 

Lynn Cason 

Jeanne Bigger 

Don Bond 

Thelma Hammers 

Fran Haynes 

Marcia Massengill 

James Childers 

Inia Cruise 

Barbara TeVrucht 

Buddy Chellstorp 

Joan Alexander 

Betty Peterson 

Forrest Frame 

Mary Lou Barnett 

Ruby Hobbs 

Sue Molvik (friends of Pam &  

    Frank Steinle) 

Ken Nutt 

Pam Asmann (family of Marcia  

    Massengill) 

Carolyn Graham (sister of Bob  

    Prater) 

Billy Roy & Dale Murray (Nancy  

    Wright’s family) 

Page 11  May 2019 

Memorials 

Ryan Logan 
from 

Blue Harris 
Joe & Ann Lester 

Terry & Dian Rayfield 

Encouragers’ Group 
We will meet on  

Tuesday, May 21st at 

12pm, at Ruby  

Tuesday. -God bless, 

Linda Roberts 

The United Methodist Women will be 
sponsoring a “Baby Bottle” Fundraiser 
beginning Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 
12th and ending on Father’s Day, Sunday, 
June 16th.  Just fill a baby bottle with 
cash, coins, or checks and bring them to 
the church by Sunday, June 16th. 

Life Choices Pregnancy Support Center is a faith-based, Christ-centered, non-profit organization (501(C)3).  
Life Choices currently operates three centers, one each in Winchester, Manchester, and Grundy County 

(Coalmont).  The services provided by Life Choices to its clients are all free of charge.  Funds raised through 
the “Baby Bottle” Fund-raiser support the services provided. 

 

The Life Choices message is spoken in love—biblical truths about the sanctity of life,  
about sexual integrity, and God’s design for marriage. 

 

For more information, please go to the Life Choices web site: https://www.lifechoicestn.org. 

With Sympathy 

Gayle Sartin Spencer, sister of Dian Rayfield, passed away Wednesday, April 10th.   

A service was held Saturday, April 13th, in Murfreesboro, TN. 
 

Frances Ward, sister of Martha Carden, passed away Wednesday, April 17th.   

No arrangements at this time. 
 

Lloyd Long, brother of Sylvia Garner, passed away Monday, April 22nd.   

 Arrangements pending. 
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To receive this newsletter electronically, just email Mandy at fumc@lighttube.net. Help us save paper,  

postage and time!  You can also find the newsletter on our website, www.fumctullahoma.com  

 To receive text  
messages & emails 
from the church to 

keep you in the loop 
about everything that 

is going on, just text the word church to 931-452-4747 
and click on the response. You may also signup to  

receive texts from specific areas of ministry. For our 
Youth Ministry, text youth; for our Children’s  

Ministry, text children; for our Senior Adults ministry, 
text fumcsam . Once your form is filled out, we will 

begin sending you all the info you'll need.  

  Connect     931.455.5434                fumc@lighttube.net 
   Senior Pastor                       Pastor Rickey Wade                     pastorfumc@lighttube.net 

                  931-222-0314 

   Administrative Assistant    Mandy White                                   fumc@lighttube.net 

   First Light/Outreach Ministry        Jeff Harrison                                       jeffhfumc@lighttube.net 

   Youth & Discipleship Ministry   Kris Roberts                      krisfumc@lighttube.net 

   Children’s Ministry              Julie Uehlein          childrensfumc@lighttube.net 

   Senior’s Ministry                 Esther J. Sims                                        ejsfumc@lighttube.net 

   Henry Center Ministry    Jeff Harrison                            jeffhfumc@lighttube.net 

   Dossett Chapel     Larry Dickerson          larryd33@gmail.com 

   Instrumental Music Director   Doug Clark                  doug.fumc@gmail.com 

   Choir Director     Adam Womack             adam.womack@tcsedu.net 

   Organist and Accompanist    Chris Blondin          blondinmusic@bellsouth.net 

   Music Ministry (First Light)   John Cook              johnjaniece@bellsouth.net 

   Financial Assistant              Katrina Walton                               financefumc@lighttube.net 

   Facilitator                             Elmo Birkhead                                       fumc23@lighttube.net 

   Stephen Ministries     Larry Crabtree                                49crab@bellsouth.net 

        Rosemary Crabtree                  janecrab@bellsouth.net 
 

Church Office Hours:  8am- 4pm Monday -Thursday, 8am-12pm Friday 
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Our main Facebook page is First 

United Methodist Church.  

We also have a Youth page - 

FUMC Tullahoma Youth Ministry; 

and a Children’s page - Children’s  

Ministry of FUMC Tullahoma. 


