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Recordings of Pastor Rickey’s sermons are available on our website. Go to www.fumctullahoma.com, select  

the “podcast” tab and then you may scroll down on that page and select the sermon you want to listen to. 

Feeding the Goats 

As a child, I used to marvel at our goats, as they would come for feed.   

One of my chores each evening was to feed our livestock.  We had a  

trough for the goats.  Into that trough went corn mixed with a little  

horse feed by the name of “Omolene.”  Of particular interest was  

one old nanny.  Here is what I could not figure out.  Once the  

feed went into the trough, she would begin to butt and chase  

the other goats away.  In fact, she spent a great deal of time  

and energy trying to chase away the other goats.  It used to  

tickle me, while the goats where busy abusing one another,  

the chickens would take to the trough and eat their fill.  At  

times, I think the old nanny actually ate very little; by the time  

she finished trying to chase all the others away, most of the food  

was gone.  God has shown me a great deal about human nature simply by watching goats.  Humans spend so 

much energy chasing others away instead of simply enjoying the fellowship. 

 

In his letter to the church at Galatia, the Apostle Paul writes, “For you were called to freedom, brothers and 

sisters; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves 

to one another.  For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, ‘You shall love your neighbor  

as yourself.’  If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one an-

other” (vv. 5:13-15).  I might also add, beware that while you are biting and devouring one another, the 

chickens may eat all your food. 

 

It takes a tremendous amount of time and energy to push,  

shove, manipulate, or force others into a particular way of  

thought or behavior.  Often, in the midst of the pushing and  

shoving, we actually lose sight of our original purpose.  That  

is, we come to a place where we can no longer see the forest  

for the trees.  Life is too short and too precious to spend all  

of our time trying to make others do this or that.  Whenever  

I fed the goats, I always put out enough for each one to have  

an ample amount.  If any went away hungry, it was because  

it refused to eat with the others in peace.  I often wonder if  

God does not think the same way about us!    

-God bless, Pastor Rickey 
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 Upcoming Sermons 

March 1st 

“A Point of No Return” 

Matthew 4:1-11 
 

March 8th 

“A Pilgrim’s Progress” 

Genesis 12:1-4a; John 3:1-17 
 

March 15th 

“Long for Living Water” 

Exodus 17:1-7; John 4:5-42 
 

March 22nd 

“True Sight” 

1 Samuel 16:1-13; John 9:1-41 
 

March 29th 

“No More Dry Bones” 

Ezekiel 37:1-14; Romans 8:6-11; 

John 11:1-45 

Don’t forget! 
Move your clocks 
ahead one hour 
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Ongoing Activities 
Sundays 

 Youth Group, 5-7pm 

 Mark Bible Study, 5:30-7pm; room #211 

 
Mondays 

 GriefShare, 3:30pm; Family Activity Center 
 

Tuesdays 

 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial  

   Assistance, 10:30am 

 Boy Scouts, 7-8:30pm; Scout room 

 
Wednesdays 

 Mark Bible Study, 9am-10:30am; room #211 

 Dossett Chapel activities 

 Instrumental Ensemble, 5:30-6:30pm  

 Choir Rehearsal, 6-7pm 

 Youth Disciple, 6:30pm; the House 

 Adult Bible Study, 6:30pm; main building, 

room #113 

 Handbells, 7-8pm  

 
Thursdays 

 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial  

   Assistance, 10:30am 

 Henry Center Clothes Closet, 12-2pm  

 Cub Scouts, 6:30-8pm; Scout rooms 

 
Fridays 

 Adult Art Group, 10am; main bldg.,  

   art room 

Calendar 

Sunday Mornings 

8am     Worship—Traditional Service,  

                Sanctuary 

9am    Worship—First Light Modern  

                Service, Family Activity Center 

10am    Sunday School for all ages;  

                various locations  

10:30am  Dossett Chapel Sunday School 

11am      Worship—Traditional Service,  

               Sanctuary 

What’s Happening In March  

Tuesday, March 3rd - Golden Circle, 11:30am;  

    Davidson Hall 

Thursday, March 5th-Sunday, March 8th -  

    Women’s Emmaus Walk; Winchester FUMC 

Sunday, March 8th - Time Change 

Sunday, March 15th - Senior Adult trip - the play  

    “The Diary of Anne Frank” and dinner 

Monday, March 16th - United Methodist Women  

    3rd Monday meeting, 10:30am; Davidson Hall 

Tuesday, March 17th - Encouragers’ Luncheon,  

    11:30am; Ruby Tuesday 

Thursday, March 19th - Children’s Ministry  

    “Staycation”, 9am-12pm; Family Activity Center 

Tuesday, March 24th - “The Table” Community  

    Feeding Program, 12-1pm; Davidson Hall 

Thursday, March 26th - Book Club, 6:30pm  

Coming in April 
All Church Game Night -Saturday, April 18th, 4:30pm 

Join us for a fun retro night out that everyone will enjoy! 

 

 

 

Congregational singing - old hymns with a new spin  
 

Grilled hamburgers and hot dogs 
 

Bingo (prizes) and boardgames 
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***To receive communications relating to Children’s Ministry, text CHILDREN to 931-452-4747*** 

Mark 10:14-1 

“Jesus said, ‘Let the Little 

Children come to me and  

do not hinder them for the 

Kingdom of God belongs  

to such as these.’”  

Sunday Mornings Sunday Mornings Sunday Mornings    
Nursery Hours  
8 a.m. - 12 noon 

 

Sunday School 
10 a.m.; 2nd floor,  

main building 

Sermon Notes and activities available at each worship service. Have your child check them out.  
They are available at the front and back of the Main Sanctuary and at the front table in the gym. 

Upcoming Events 
March 

19th   Spring Break Staycation, 9am- noon;  

          Family Activity Center 
 

April 

1st     Stuff Easter eggs, 1:30pm; Morning  

          Pointe 

5th     Palm Sunday - Children are invited to  

          carry palm branches at 8, 9 or 11am  

11th   Easter Egg, 10-11am; Thoma Residence 

12th   Easter 

18th   Family Cook-out/Game Night, 4-6pm;  

          Family Activity Center (nursery available) 

Does anyone else get excited for the 
month of March?  I do because that  
means that Spring is getting closer  

which hopefully means more  
sunshine and warmer days ahead.  

 

Mark your calendars now for a fun,  
church-wide event on April 18th.  See 

page 2 of this newsletter for more info.   

Sunday School 
We are trying something 

different during the 
10am Sunday School 
hour this month.  See 
below for schedule:  

 

1st -    Communion, Morning Pointe 
8th -    Cereal and PJs, Davidson Hall 
15th -  Decorate T-shirts, art room 
22nd - Henry Center 
29th -  Easter Crafts, art room     

Nursery 
Would you like to help  

at Dossett Chapel on 

Wednesdays from 

3:30-4:30pm?  If so, and you need nursery  

care, contact me to reserve a nursery spot. 

Mark your calendars for next 
year’s Senior Adult /Children’s 

Ministry get together on Sunday, 
February 14th, 2021 at 10am in 

the Reception Room.  Our  
theme will be “Coffee Date”  
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Thought for the Month:  “Don't let anyone's ignorance, hate,  

drama or negativity stop you from being the best person you can be.”  

- Christine's Hope  

1   Katherine Weaver 

3   Bill Overton 

5   Gloria Cossentine  

6   Ann Cunningham  

8   Pat Tucker 

12 Leon Smith 

13 JimThurman 

  Chris  
  Bartstead    
  and Allan 

Potter from TUA gave 
an informative presenta-
tion at our February 
meeting on how to save 
money on our utility  
bill. Check out TUA’s 
website.  
 
Our March 3rd meeting 
at 11:30am will have  
the honor of having a 
speaker from the Multi-
County Cancer Society  
Network.  Bring your favorite food dish and 
enjoy our Program.   

March Happenings…March Happenings…March Happenings…   

Tuesday, March 3rd - Golden  

    Circle, 11:30 am; Davidson Hall 

Saturday, March 7th - Alzheimer's Purple  

    Olympics 

Sunday, March 15th - Play “The Diary of  

    Anne Frank” & Dinner (Murfreesboro) 

Tuesday, March 17th - Encourager's  

    Luncheon, 11:30am; Ruby Tuesdays 

Tuesday, March 24th - “The Table” 12-1pm;  

    Davidson Hall 

Thursday, March 26th - Book Club,  

    6:30 pm 

There is still time to sign up for some amazing 
trips with our Senior Ministry program.  Don't 
be left behind.  Our Mystery Trip is a MUST 
do!  Check out the Senior Ministry board for 

more information. 

March BirthdaysMarch BirthdaysMarch Birthdays   

Purple Olympics - March 7th 

Diary of Anne Frank 

March 15th 

Mystery Trip 

April 25th 

The Ark Encounter 

& Creation Museum 

May 12th-15th 

Wisdom & Grace  

Conference 

August 10th-13th 

16  Nancy Wright 

19  Bob Prater 

22  Garland Honeycutt 

25  Margaret Perkins 

26  Craig Diller 

29  Robert Helms 

30  Betty Collier 

March 8th 
 

Remember  
to turn  

your clocks 
ahead by  
one hour  
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Hey Everyone, 

 

So I recently asked a question on Facebook, “Do 

you ever want to sound off about something, but  

if you did, the person doing that “something” 

would totally know it’s them you are talking 

about?” I was curious as to what the response 

would be, and overwhelmingly people agreed that 

they do it too. Everyone else just judged me for asking  

the question, I guess. I see people post things or tell stories online and I immediately judge them.  I think  

“Oh geez, look at this person, look at what they are doing…” It is sinful for me to think this way. I know I 

shouldn't do it, but the thoughts they come so quickly it is hard to control them sometimes. It is because of 

my sinful nature within me that these thoughts come so quickly. Then I hear a little voice in my head say, 

“Give them some grace. You know you need it as much as they do.” Sometimes I'm convicted, sometimes  

I argue. We are all in the same boat, with the same problem. The boat is called LIFE and the problem is 

called SIN. I see the sin in my life everywhere. In my interactions stated above online, in my impatience  

with my children, when I am lazy at home and do not help my wife (who is perfect) with the kids and the 

housework, in my self righteousness towards others; it's a mess. You might be thinking, “Man, this guy is a 

leader at my church?” I don't mind sharing this with you because 1) It's the truth, and 2) Not all hope is lost! 

God is doing a work in me. He always has been, continues to, and will always be doing a work in my life, 

forgiving me, giving me grace, and creating Himself within me. Maybe you need some grace in your life  

today. God is ready and willing to have you be close to him. I know a lot of times we think God wants us  

to get our act together and then he will except us. This couldn't be further from the truth. The truth is, He is 

right next to you, right now, patiently waiting for you to tell Him you need Him.  

 

Father, we thank you for the grace. You give it to us over  

and over. We repent of all the ways in which we fail you  

and ask that you become even more present in our lives.  

Amen. 

 

In Christ, 

Jeff 

 

First Light & Outreach Ministry—Jeff  Harrison The Good News 

   

         1st - The Skelton Family 
 

   8th - Tina Bond & Scott Jones 
 

   15th - The Dent Family 
 

 22nd - The Graddy Family 
 

29th  - The Dent Family 
Contact Jeff @ jeffhfumc@lighttube.net 

Communion Servers - Once a month 
 

Coffee - Once a month on rotation 
 

Tech Team - Every/every other week 
 

Worship Team - Every/every other week 

 March March 
8th8th  

mailto:jeffhfumc@lighttube.net


The Henry Center 

What a great bunch you are!  We were able to give out so many turkeys for  
Christmas dinners to the people who come to the Henry Center. Thanks so 
much! 
 

Today it's a  cold, wet, and muddy February morning as I write this. What if you  
lived out there in all of that mud? A good many of our neighbors in the community do, and they come 
to the Henry Center.  You may not see their tents on the sidewalks, but they are here. The homeless are 
in groups in different places around town, out of sight, back in the woods, behind stores and homes.  
Some are lucky enough to have an old car to live in--no gas, but a place to get out of the rain.    
 

The volunteers at the HC have been gathering tents, blankets, back packs, and other items for them. 
Everything we give them is so appreciated. They are also grateful for dog food or cat food. They love 
their pets just as you and I do. 
  

Now, the point to all of this. What would you have in your garage or closets that you know you will 
never use again? Old camping equipment, warm jackets, rain gear—whatever it is, send it our way,  It 
is a win-win situation. They have warm, useful gear, and you have that space in the garage or closet to 
put something else.  
  

God says love your neighbor as yourself. We need to practice this a lot more.  Let's show lots of it to 
the homeless in Tullahoma. Sometimes, they just need a smile, a cup of coffee, a warm jacket, and to 
know someone cares.  Sometimes that is enough to cause them to do better with their lives and get out 
of that hole they are in. Thanks for helping and please keep them in your prayers every day.  
  

Remember you are always welcome to come by any Tuesday or Thursday and visit with us.  And show 
some of that love to HIS people Blessings to everyone, and find someone you can help today and every 
day.  -Rayleen Hendrix 

Page 7  March 2020 Missions & Opportunities to Serve 

“The Table” Community  

Feeding Program 
 

  Jim McClure is so  

  very faithful at the  

  dishwasher. Linda  

  Rogers and Pat  

  Tucker were new  

  faces at the Table.   

It was a God Moment to have them 

with us in February.  

The Table will be  

sponsored by Shorter 

Chapel AME Church  

in March. We are so  

very happy to have  

other churches in the 

community involved with the Table. 

Come and help us service the people of 

God, Tuesday, March 24th. 

Missions Moment—Holt Cason 

         In 1 Corinthians 16, 

Paul wrote “a wide 

door for effective 

work has opened to 

me.”   This verse 

can be applied to the activities of our 

missions work at FUMC Tullahoma.  

Our “effective work” is giving food, 

utility vouchers, clothes, house 

wares, clothing and other items.  The 

most important thing we do is to 

show local people the love of God 

through our giving and support.  

Please help continue this “effective 

work” of our local mission by donat-

ing non-perishable food items and 

other things that can be used for 

those that have less than we have.  
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General Conference 2020 
May 5th - May 15th 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Even prior to the special called General Conference 2019, various ideological groups formed  

supporting the Traditional, Progressive and Liberationists’ viewpoints. Over time, most  

groups coalesced into the following three organizations.  The descriptions below come  

from their websites.   

 

Traditional Group – Wesleyan Covenant Association (WCA).   

https://wesleyancovenant.org/ The WCA affirms classical Wesleyan doctrine and  

the historic faith, which the church has used to define the parameters of Christian  

teaching.  WCA affirms the following moral principles. 1) Scripture teaches that  

men and women are of equal value in the eyes of God. Accordingly, the church should  

treat women and men equally including called to and gifted for ordained and licensed  

ministry.  2) WCA believes that all persons are of sacred worth.  Therefore, we gladly welcome all who 

seek to grow in their relationship with God to attend worship services and participate in the church’s min-

istries.  3)  WCA believes marriage and sexual intimacy are good gifts from God.  In keeping with Chris-

tian teaching through the ages and throughout the Church universal, we believe that marriage is the unit-

ing of one man and one woman in a single, exclusive union.  4) WCA believes that every person must be 

afforded compassion, love, kindness, respect, and dignity. 

 

Progressive Group – UMCNext.  https://umcnext.com/ This group is guided by four commitments: 1) 

We long to be passionate followers of Jesus Christ, committed to a Wesleyan vision of Christianity, an-

chored in Scripture and informed by tradition, experience and reason as we live a life of personal piety 

and social holiness.  2) We commit to resist evil, injustice and oppression in all forms and toward all  

people and build a church which affirms the full participation of all ages, nations, races, classes, cultures, 

gender identities, sexual orientations, and abilities.  3) We reject the Traditional Plan approved at General 

Conference 2019 as inconsistent with the gospel of Jesus Christ and will resist its implementation.  4) We 

will work to eliminate discriminatory language and the restrictions and penalties in the Discipline  

regarding LGBTQ persons.  We affirm the sacred worth of LGBTQ persons, celebrate their gifts, and 

commit to being in ministry together.   

 

Liberationists Group – UMForward. https://um-forward.org/  This group’s preamble starts with three 

mission statements, 1) We envision a vibrant church living the Gospel and uncompromising on Jesus’ 

love ethic of full inclusion and affirmation.  2) We proclaim the full liberation of Persons of Color + 

Queer + Trans (PoC+Q+T) People in the UMC.  3) We pursue an intersectional and anti-colonial frame-

work to social justice and the dismantling of white supremacy, cisgender-heteronormativity, and patriar-

chy.  We declare that there can be no compromising of full inclusion in any way.    

These three organizations will be in full force at the General Conference.  

They will be supporting various legislation and gathering votes to further 

their cause.  We as members of Tullahoma First Methodist Church need to 

continue to pray for God’s will and for our pastor and staff, the delegates 

and our local church that we will discern God’s will for continuing our 

ministry and outreach in the Tullahoma community regardless of the out-

come of the General Conference. 

   
Craig Diller, Lay Member to Annual Conference 

With Rickey Wade, Pastor 
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Attendance 
Average Attendance 2020  

 

8:00 a.m. Worship  70  
First Light Worship 143  
11:00  a.m. Worship   108    
Total             321 
 

Sunday School   97 
Dossett Sunday  16 
Total             113 

Greeters 8am 
March 1st 
Fuffy Bearden 
Bertha Bates 
 

March 8th 
Linda Thomas 
Gail Dean 
 

March 15th 
Bob Lawrence 
Lynn Cason 
 

March 22nd 
Diane Herron 
Sarah Mauer  
 

March 29th 
Fuffy Bearden 
Joan Everetts 

Offering Counters 
March 1st 
Terry & Dian Rayfield 
Jan Dent 
Kay Crosswy 
 

March 8th 
Julia & Steve Mayes 
Bob & Dianne Barksdale 
 

March 15th 
George & Kathy Jensen 
Stephen & Margaret Savelle 
 

March 22nd 
Susan Warwick 
Jan Dent 
Bill & Charlotte Bethmann 
 

March 29th 
Clay & Fuffy Bearden 
Barbara Poston 
Janna Washington 

Greeters 11am 
March 1st 
Susie Miller 
Ann Hand 
Rita Breezley 
 

March 8th 
Janna Washington 
Kelton Garner 
Sylvia Garner 
 

March 15th 
Sandy Lindeman 
Nancy Wood 
 

March 22nd 
Nancy Wood 
Beverly Lindsay 
 

March 29th 
Nancy Wood 
Kay Crosswy 

March Volunteer Schedules 

Home Communion Teams 
Suzanne & Kenny Banks 
Clare Bates & Fuffy Bearden 
Diane & Bob Tuttle 
Esther Sims & Mandy White 
Dianne & Bob Barksdale 

Church Office  
March 2nd 
Helen McClure 

If you would like to volunteer 
as a Greeter or be a part of  
a Home Communion team, 
please contact the appropri-
ate person listed below: 

Finance 
January 2020 

 

Revenue 
YTD Budget   $  71,794 
Received        $112,578 
 

Expenditures 
YTD Budget   $  71,794 
Disbursed       $  74,112 

United Methodist Women—Ann Hand 
3rd Monday meeting will be March 16th, in Davidson Hall,  

at 10:30am.  Board meeting at 9:30am.  Please make reserva-

tions by March 12th to Dianne Barksdale at 455-9275.   

Greeters  
Nancy Wood at  
nancy.h@lighttube.net 
 

Home Communion   
Wendy Colvin at  
wendypc13@gmail.com 

March 9th 
Kathy Jensen 

March 16th 
Diane Herron 

March 23rd 
Linda Thomas 

March 30th 
Helen McClure 

We are in need of some medium size vases, 

similar to the one in the picture.  These are 

used when the altar flowers  are broken down 

into several small arrangements.  These are 

then given to our shut-ins or those in the hos-

pital or care facilities.  You may bring them to 

the church office.  Thank you for your help! 

Baptisms 
Butch Young was baptized on  

February 16th at the 8am service. 

Emma Claire Tendick, daughter of  
Nathan & Sarah Tendick, was baptized 

February 16th at the 9am service. 



 

Keeping In Prayers 
Jobie Corn (aunt of Tommie  

    Hoagland) 

Mike Knauer (son-in-law of Ann  

    Hand) 

Sandra Thurman (mother of Justin) 

Nancy Wright 

Ruby Hobbs 

Bob Barksdale 

Beth Alyshis (friend of the  

    Starnes family) 

Greg Miller 

Elleigh Jessup (granddaughter  

    of Stan & Jamie McNabb) 

Carter Ray (great-grandson of  

    Bobbie & Billy Ray) 

Ken Nutt 

Carl Corley (nephew of  

    Steve Hoagland) 

Mary Alice Hollinshead 

Don Bond 

Inia Cruise 

Mary Lou Barnett 
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 Memorials 

Joe Simmons 
from 

Sally Simmons Calkins 
 

Jim Fuqua 
from 

Ann Hand 
 

Michael Blondin 
from 

Ann Hand 
 

Bill Durden 
from 

Charlotte Hatheway 
 

Joannie Carden 
from 

Golden Circle 
Ann Hand 

Jim & Helen McClure 
 

Hal Bridges 
from 

Charlotte Hatheway 
Bill & Bunny Comer 

 
Nancy Wagner 

from 
Ann Hand 

 

If you have someone you would like to add to the prayer list, please contact the church office at  

455-5434 or fumc@lighttube.net. Also, if you have updates about your loved one currently on the  

prayer list, please contact the office with that information. It is important for us to have the most  

accurate information so that we may provide the appropriate congregational care.  

With Sympathy 
Mrs. Nancy Wagner passed away February 18th.  

Services were February 22nd in Dunlap, TN. 
 

Mrs. Ilona Trudy Konrath (mother of Renee  

Evans)  passed away January 29th in CA.   

Mr. Karl Rader (father of Renee Evans) passed 

away February 15th at NHC in Tullahoma.    

No arrangements at this time. 

Sharon Jenda (Step-sister of Renee Evans) passed  

away February 18th in Portland, OR. 

Encouragers’ Luncheon 
Tuesday, March 17th, at 11:30am, Ruby Tuesday 

Encouragers is a group of ladies who have lost their spouse 

recently or it may have been many years.  We are what  

our name, Encouragers, indicates.  We meet together to 

share a meal, lift each other up, inspire each other and share 

in much laughter.  We always welcome newcomers to our 

group and feel you will enjoy our time together.  We  

believe the secret of being happy is accepting where you 

are in life and making the most out of everyday.  

“Therefore encourage one another and build each other 

up, just as in fact you are doing.” 1 Thessalonians 5:11  
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 To receive text  
messages & emails from 
the church to keep you in 
the loop about everything 

that is going on, just text the word church to 931-452-
4747 and click on the response. You may also signup to  

receive texts from specific areas of ministry. For our 
Youth Ministry, text youth; for our Children’s  

Ministry, text children; for our Senior Adults ministry, 
text fumcsam . Once your form is filled out, we will 

begin sending you all the info you'll need.  

  Connect     931.455.5434                fumc@lighttube.net 
   Senior Pastor                       Pastor Rickey Wade                     pastorfumc@lighttube.net 
                  931-222-0314 
   Administrative Assistant    Mandy White                                   fumc@lighttube.net 
   First Light/Outreach Ministry        Jeff Harrison                                       jeffhfumc@lighttube.net 
   Youth & Discipleship Ministry   Kris Roberts                      krisfumc@lighttube.net 
   Children’s Ministry              Julie Uehlein          childrensfumc@lighttube.net 
   Senior’s Ministry                 Esther J. Sims                                        ejsfumc@lighttube.net 
   Henry Center Ministry    Jeff Harrison                            jeffhfumc@lighttube.net 
   Dossett Chapel     Jeff Ellison            jeff.ellison@me.com        
   Instrumental Music Director   Doug Clark                   doug.fumc@gmail.com 
   Choir Director     Adam Womack           womackcadam@gmail.com 
   Organist and Accompanist    Chris Blondin          blondinmusic@bellsouth.net 
   Music Ministry (First Light)   John Cook              johnjaniece@bellsouth.net 
   Financial Assistant              Katrina Walton                               financefumc@lighttube.net 
   Facilitator                             Elmo Birkhead                                       fumc23@lighttube.net 
   Stephen Ministries     Larry Crabtree                                49crab@bellsouth.net 
        Rosemary Crabtree                  janecrab@bellsouth.net 
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Our main Facebook page is 
First United Methodist Church.  
We also have a Youth page - 

FUMC Tullahoma Youth  
Ministry; and a Children’s  

page - Children’s Ministry of 
FUMC Tullahoma. 


