
 March 2019 

Recordings of Pastor Rickey’s sermons are available on our website. Go to www.fumctullahoma.com, select the 
“podcast” tab and then you may scroll down on that page and select the sermon you want to listen to. 

 Fixing Mistakes 

“Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a  

word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment,  

that it may give grace to those who hear” (Ephesians 4:29).  I have  

never met a soul who was not in need of grace, grace from God,  

and grace from others.  No matter how we try, each of us will  

make a mistake at some time.  Some will make mistakes by  

what we do; some will make mistakes by what we fail to do.  

  

When I think of what the apostle is saying in this text, I think  

of grace.  “Unwholesome” could be used to define a range of  

language, but when coupled with the notion of edification, the  

context becomes specific.  The apostle is saying that our words should build up, strengthen, and affirm others 

for the moment at hand.  In other words, find what is good about the current situation and speak to it.  This is 

a means of extending grace. 

 

As a boy, my father sent me to get our tiller from the shed.  As I tried to crank the tiller, it would not start.  I 

soon realized that it was out of gas.  Being just a boy, I filled the tiller with gas but allowed some to spill out 

and run down onto the engine.  When I went to start the tiller, it burst into flames (a spark from the engine 

must have ignited the spilled gas).  My father came running as I tried to put out the flames.  Daddy pulled me 

away, and then pulled the tiller outside and watched it burn.  I tried to apologize for the loss; I could tell that 

Daddy was disappointed.  I remember what my dad said, “Boy, the only ones who don’t make mistakes are 

the ones who don’t do anything.”  Then my father did something else; he showed me what I had done wrong 

and how to prevent doing it in the future. 

Through the tiller experience, I learned 

something.  The first thing I learned was 

that to my dad I was most important, 

and the tiller was less important.  Next, 

I learned that I had made a mistake, and 

why.  I also learned how to avoid the 

mistake in the future.  Finally, I learned 

the difference between scolding and 

teaching.  Wholesome words are those 

that teach.  Teaching words can change 

a life, and changed lives will change the 

world – changing the world through 

people is what God does – God does it 

with grace.   

-God bless, Pastor Rickey  

Upcoming Sermons  
 

March 3rd - “Jesus in Power and Glory” - Luke 9:28-36 
 

   March 10th is the first Sunday of Lent and  

we will be starting a new sermon series  

focusing on the idea of “KonMari”, from  

the show “Tidying Up” with Marie Kondo.  

 As she teaches people to find joy in their life   

   by bringing order to their home, I hope to  

  give folks permission to free up (declutter)  

     (spring clean) their/our spiritual lives.  

 

March 10th - “Throwing Out the Idols” -  2 Timothy 3:1-5 

March 17th - “Careful Little Ears” - Romans 12:1-2 

March 24th - “As God’s Chosen” -  Colossians 3:1-8; 12-14 

March 31st - “Talitha Cum” - Mark 5:35-43 

April 7th - “Foolish Galatians” - Galatians 3:1-5 
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Ongoing Activities 
Sundays 

 Confirmation Class, 10am; Confirmation room 

 High School Youth Group, 5-7pm 

 Disciple Fast Track, 5:30-7pm; Davidson Hall 
 

Mondays 

 GriefShare, 3:30-5pm; Davidson Hall 

 Handbells, 5:30-6:30pm 
 

Tuesdays 

 Knitters’ Group, 10am-12pm; room #4 off  

   Davidson Hall (3rd, 4th & 5th Tue.) 

 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial  

   Assistance, 10:30am  

 Boy Scouts 7-8:30pm 
 

Wednesdays 

 Dossett Chapel activities, 3:15-5pm 

 Instrument Ensemble, 5:30-6:15pm  

 Middle School Youth Group, 6-8pm 

 Choir Rehearsal, 6:30-7:45pm 

 Adult Bible Study, 6:30-8pm; room #113 
 

Thursdays 

 Disciple Fast Track, 9-10:30am; Davidson  

   Hall 

 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial  

   Assistance, 10:30am 

 Henry Center Clothes Closet, 12-2pm  

 High School Youth Disciple, 6-8pm; the  

   House  
 

Fridays 

 Adult Art Group, 10am, art room, main bldg. 

Calendar 

Sunday Mornings 
8am         Worship—Traditional Service in the  

                   Sanctuary 

9am        Worship—First Light Modern Service  

                   in the Family Activity Center 

10am        Sunday School for all ages; various   

                   locations in the main building and the  

                   Family Activity Center 

10:30am     Dossett Chapel Sunday School 

11am          Worship—Traditional Service in the  

                   Sanctuary 

What’s Happening In March  
Friday, March 1st - Set-up for Clothing Giveaway,  

    6-8pm 

Saturday, March 2nd - Clothing Giveaway, 8am-12  
    noon; Family Activity Center 
Saturday, March 2nd - the Social (youth event),  

    7-10pm; Family Activity Center     
Sunday, March 3rd - Cedar Crest Camp reps here,  
    10am; SOUL Lounge 

Sunday, March 3rd - Children serving communion  
    at NHC; meet at 10:45am in the SOUL Lounge 
Tuesday, March 5th - Golden Circle, 11:30am;  

    Davidson Hall 
Wednesday, March 6th - Ash Wednesday Service,  
    6pm; sanctuary, main building 

Friday, March 15th-Sunday, March 17th - Youth 
    Confirmation Retreat 
Monday, March 18th - United Methodist Women  

    3rd Monday meeting, 10:30am; Davidson Hall 
Tuesday, March 19th - Encouragers’ Luncheon,  
    12pm; Ruby Tuesday 

Friday, March 22nd - Senior Adult Mystery trip;  
    signup deadline is March 3rd 
Friday, March 22nd-Sunday, March 24th - Youth  

    Mission Weekend 
Tuesday, March 26th - “The Table” Community  
    Feeding Program, 12pm; Davidson Hall 

Thursday, March 28th - Book Club, 6:30pm  
Sunday, March 31st - Church tour during Sunday  
    School hour, 10am; SOUL Lounge (parents  

    welcome) 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday  8am-4:30pm 

Friday          8am-12 noon 

General Conference 2019 
Our Church Council will meet at 

6:30pm on March 11th to examine the 

work of General Conference, listen to the 

leadership of our District and Conference, formulate 

how we can best respond, and prepare to share this  

information with the congregation. The congregation-

al meeting will be at 6:30pm on the following  

Monday, March 18th. We encourage everyone to  

attend this meeting.  The nursery will be open. 



 March 2019 Children’s Ministry—Julie Uehlein 

Our at home memorization for 

March is the Books of the Bible - 

Old Testament.  Bookmarks with 

the Old Testament are at the  

Information Station Desk.  Those 

children that can recite this to me  

by the end of March will earn a  

$10 Wal-Mart gift card. 
 

On March 3rd, we will have Cedar 

Crest reps at church and we will  

also serve communion at NHC; see 

Calendar of Events 
 

Is your family signed up for the All 

Church Retreat occurring April 

26th-28th? Nursery, childcare and 

children’s activities will be  

provided.  See page 8 of the  

newsletter for more info. 
 

VBS is only 3 months away.  We 

are collecting toilet paper and paper 

towels rolls now that can be left in 

my office or the main office.  Can 

you help with VBS the week before, 

during, or clean-up after?  If so, 

contact Beth Harrison (434-2425).  
 

Summer 2019 Cedar Crest Camp 

dates are June 23rd-28th.  Is your 

child interested in going?  See me 

ASAP! 
 

Be blessed! Miss Julie 

Our nursery is available for  

children who have not entered  

  elementary school, when age  

appropriate classes are not offered. 

While your child is in the nursery, 

he/she is learning the song “Jesus Loves Me” and 

hearing The Lord’s Prayer before snack. 
 

Besides Sunday mornings, the nursery will also  

be available for the following events: 

 Ash Wednesday Service on March 6th at 6pm  

 Special Church Meeting on Monday, March 18th    

at 6:30pm regarding General Conference 2019 

 Clothes Giveaway on Saturday, March 2nd,        

from 9am-12pm 
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***To receive communications relating to Children’s Ministry, text CHILDREN to 931-452-4747*** 

Jesus said, “Let the  
Little Children come  

to me and do not  
hinder them for  
the Kingdom of  

God belongs to such  
as these” Mark 10:14-1 

Sunday Mornings  Sunday Mornings  Sunday Mornings     
Nursery Hours  
8 a.m. - 12 noon 

 

Sunday School 
10 a.m. (main bldg., 2nd floor) 

 

 

Sermon Notes and activities available at each worship service. Have your child check them out.  

They are available at the front and back of the Main Sanctuary and at the front table in the gym. 

 

Calendar of Events 
March  
3rd   Cedar Crest Camp reps at church, 10am; SOUL  
         Lounge 
3rd   Children serve Communion at NHC; 10:45am-  
         meet in the SOUL Lounge to ride in the van 
31st  Church tour during Sunday School hour,  
        10am; SOUL Lounge (parents welcome) 
 
April 
10th  Stuff Easter eggs at Morning Pointe, 1:30pm 
14th   Palm Sunday; children are invited to carry  
          palm branches at the 9 and 11am services 
20th  Easter Egg Hunt, 10-11am; Thoma home 
21st   Easter; Children’s Church at 11am service 
26th-28th   All Church Retreat 
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Senior Ministry—Esther J. Sims  March 2019 

Check Senior Adult Bulletin Board weekly for updates, photos and more details. 
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1     Katherine Weaver 

6     Ann Cunningham 

8     Pat Tucker 

12   Leon Smith 

16   Nancy Wright 

19   Bob Prater 

22   Garland Honeycutt 

25  Margaret Perkins 

30   Betty Collier 

March Happenings…March Happenings…March Happenings…   

Tuesday, March 5th - Golden Circle, 11:30am;  

    Davidson Hall 

Wednesday, March 6th - Ash Wednesday Service,  

    6pm; sanctuary, main building 

Tuesday, March 19th - Encouragers’ Luncheon,  

    12pm; Ruby Tuesday 

Friday, March 22nd - Mystery trip; deadline to  

    signup is March 3rd  

Tuesday, March 26th - “The Table”, 12-1pm;  

    Davidson Hall 

Thursday, March 28th -  Book Club, 6:30pm;  

    “Small Things With Great Love”    

Thought for the Month:  Do you need a sweet fix this month?  The  

Lord invites you to feast on Him and His Word.  Psalm 119:103 states,  

"How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my  

mouth."  As we enter the Lenten Season, find a cozy spot and spend  

time with God's Word.  When we keep our minds on God, He will  

keep your mind at peace.  No one is more secure than the one who is  

held in God's hands.  Feast on the One who is the “true bread of heaven”  

(John 6:32). 

March  

Birthdays 

Golden Circle will meet Tuesday, March 5th at  

11:30 am. Charlie Bair will be our speaker.  Charlie's  

presentations are always interesting and well received 

by the group.  If you would like to do a program for 

us, please contact Esther.  We would be happy to  

have you join us and to hear your presentation.  The Black History 

presentation by Esther J. Sims was well received.  Check out TBN for 

more information on Black History. 
 

Photos from February’s Golden Circle 
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Hey Everyone, 

This is your invitation. I want you to come to the All 

Church Retreat with me and my family this year.  

I think you need this. I think you need to get away.  

I think you need to reconnect with God and your  

church family. I want to explain to you why you  

need to reconnect with your church family. 

 

Last year we went on the retreat and had a great time. Evie was 4 months old at the 

time so Beth was taking care of her mostly. When it was time for the hike to Stone 

Door, the boys were ready and waiting! The hike was great, very long, but if you’ve 

ever seen my boys, they have boundless energy. I was taking my time, enjoying the 

hike, but the boys wanted to run ahead like they always do. Once I got to the top of  

the mountain, I realized I had made a terrible mistake. For those of you who have  

never hiked to Stone Door, at the top of the mountain, there is a 100 foot drop, just 

kind of out of nowhere. No railing, not warning, just a sheer cliff face. My 7 and 5  

year old son had gone ahead to the top and I wasn’t there with them. I remember  

Terry Rayfield coming up to me once I arrived and said, “It’s ok, we were looking  

out for them, they didn’t get too close to the end, and if they wanted to look, we had 

them by the hand.” My church family was looking out for my biological family. They knew that they needed 

to be protected. They knew that I was making my way up the mountain. I didn’t have to ask them to help. I 

didn’t ask them to watch them. This is what family does. This is who we are as a church family. 

First Light & Outreach Ministry—Jeff  Harrison The Good News 

Communion Servers - Once a month 
 

Coffee - Once a month on rotation 

Tech Team - Every / every other week 
 

Worship Team - Every /every other week 
 

Contact Jeff @ jeffhfumc@lighttube.net for more info. 

There are so many reasons NOT to go on the retreat. I’m  

too busy... I can’t…I won’t be able to. But the reasons to  

go are so much better!  I don’t want you to miss this. It will 

be a great time to actually retreat from the stresses of life, 

from the cares of the world and for 48 hours say to God, 

“I’m here for you, I want you to speak to me.” Come with 

us on the mountain! 

Please note there will be no First 

Light on April 28th so please 

come and join us.   

-In Christ, Jeff 

mailto:jeffhfumc@lighttube.net


  

 

 

 

 

Hey Everyone, 

The Henry Center  

is rockin' along, helping 

as many as we can, in  

as many different way as we can.  
 

Just a couple of announcements 

 for the month of March.  

On March 2nd, the Clothes 

Closet will be pulling lots 

of inventory, which is not 

moving and taking up too 

much space, to the FAC 

building for a huge, community wide,  

giveaway. We want this stuff gone. We will 

need lots of volunteers to make this happen. 

We need volunteers to set p, cleanup, help 

organize, etc. If you are interested in  

volunteering, please contact Terry and Dian 

Rayfield at tdrayfield@lighttube.net 
 

On March 3rd, the first Sunday of 

the month, please bring in your 

quarters for the Henry Center Of-

fering that you have been setting aside for the 

last 40 days. We collect this offering during 

communion in all our services. We have a 

goal of collecting $9,000 that Sunday morn-

ing: 300 people x 3 meals x 25 cents x 40 

days equals 9000. I know that my family and 

I have been setting these aside at every meal 

and we have quite a collection now. It is a 

great teaching opportunity and hopefully 

shaping our lives to be more concerned for 

our neighbors. For details about how we are 

going to collect all these heavy quarters, 

you'll have to ask Pastor Rickey. 
 

As always, we want you to be involved in  

the ministry of the Henry Center. If you are 

interested in volunteering, please contact me 

at jeffhfumc@lighttube.net or stop by the 

office and we can chat in person.  
 

 -In Christ, Jeff 

The Henry Center—Jeff  Harrison 
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The  Community Feeding Program 
“The Table” will be serving meals 

March 26th, in Davidson Hall 
from 12 noon until 1pm.  We can 
always use helpers. There will be  a signup list f 
or those wishing to help posted by March 3rd. 

“The Table” is the fourth Tuesday of each month  
foreseeing no conflicts.  Come help us build  
community with the people of our town and  

county.  Thank you Tullahoma FUMC for provid-
ing the food for the February Feeding Program.  

             
 

     As most in our congregation are 

aware, we had a Volunteer in  

Missions (VIM) team in  

Guatemala last month.  The  

team worked with the people  

in the area of San Antonio, Guatemala.  In our 

prayers we asked God to protect them as they 

traveled, as they worked, and as they set an ex-

ample of Christian love in action.  For those that 

have not participated in VIM work, it is normally 

subsistence living at best; it is often hot, dirty, 

and unsanitary working conditions, but it is also 

being the hands and feet of Christ.                          

Missions Moment—Holt Cason 

 
 

Saturday, March 16th, 10-11:30am, 

Davidson Hall 
 

Presented by Nancy Lawrence, who has 

over 35 years experience working with dogs.  
 

This program is in response to the Church’s  

outreach to the Animal Shelter last Summer as 

well as the “See All The People” campaign which 

was lifted up in the Fall.  
 

Nancy will discuss age-appropriate training and 

expectations, the need for discipline and family 

bonding, and ways to ensure your new puppy or 

dog will succeed in his or her new home. 
 

Open to the public.  Please bring a photo of your 

dog. 

“The Table” Community Feeding Program 

“No Puppy Should Fail” 



Page 8 The Good News Missions & Opportunities to Serve 



 March 2019 Page 9 

Spring and Lent 

   Spring is in the air; and after a cold winter most of us  

   are probably ready for it.  According to the calendar,  

   Spring begins this month.  Now, as most of us know, in  

   Tennessee that means some warmer and prettier days,  

   and some cooler and not so pretty days.  Nevertheless,  

   Spring stirs something in us to clean, plant, prepare,  

   and get ready for the growth of Summer.  

 

Each year about this time Christians around the world also experience a “spring” of sorts.  The spring of 

which I speak is called “Lent.”  Lent actually comes from an old Anglo-Saxon word, lencten, which  

means “spring.”  Centuries ago Christians adopted the word to signify a period of cleaning, preparation, 

and repentance.  The beginning of Lent is Ash Wednesday.  This year, Ash 

Wednesday is on March 6th.  Our church has a special service each year to 

mark this special season of our Christian calendar.  In the Ash Wednesday  

service, we hear the word of God as at most of our services, but we also have 

an opportunity to think on our human and finite nature, to realize that we have 

fallen short of God’s desire, and to commit ourselves to follow Christ.  We do this, in part, by receiving 

the sign of the cross on our forehead with ashes.  The ashes symbolize both that we come from the dust  

of the earth and our desire to repent and live in a manner pleasing to God.  Our service this year will be in 

the sanctuary at 6pm and is open to all. The period now known as Lent became that of the forty days (not 

counting Sundays) just prior to Easter Sunday.  The idea is that as we prepare to celebrate the greatest 

event in history (the Resurrection of Christ), we should make ourselves ready for the Lord.  Therefore,  

just as Spring is an anticipation of Summer, Lent is an anticipation of the Resurrection. 

 

Many of us are probably beginning to feel the urge of Spring.  We most likely want to get out in the yard 

or field.  We want to open our windows and let the fresh air flow through our homes.  Some may even 

want to smell fresh earth ready for planting or hang laundry on the line for that especially clean smell.   

We also may want to experience spiritual cleanliness.  Nothing feels quite like having newness with God, 

to know that no matter what is happening all around that our relationship with God is good.  Do you long 

for such newness with God?  If so, then Lent is just for you.  Over this period of forty days (not counting 

Sundays), spend time in prayer, fast, and turn away from those things that hinder a good relationship  

between you and God.  In addition, I will begin a sermon series based on decluttering our lives.  The  

series will begin on Sunday, March 10th. 

 

If you will draw close to God, God will draw close to you.  If over these forty days you will give yourself 

to God in a meaningful and powerful way, then Resurrection Sunday will bring to you a peace and joy  

that is beyond words.  Make yourself ready to celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus.  If you do, you will  

find the assurance that comes from knowing that God sits enthroned in heaven, and that nothing can  

separate us from the love of Christ Jesus.  -God bless, Pastor Rickey  
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Attendance 
Average Attendance 2019  
 

8:00 a.m. Worship         64    
First Light Worship       135    
11:00  a.m. Worship          108    
Total         307 
 
Sunday School        112  

Finance 
January 2019 
 

Revenue 
YTD Budget            $  72,775 
Received                  $  74,158 
 

Expenditures 
YTD Budget             $  72,775 
Disbursed               $  77,561 

United Methodist Women—Ann Hand 
Our next 3rd Monday meeting will be March 18th, at 10:30am in Davidson Hall. The program will be 

“Centering Prayer: Going Deeper in the Spirit.” Centering prayer is an expression of a desire for a 

deeper relationship with God, growing in His abiding presence through silence and letting go. It is 

resting in God beyond thoughts, words, or emotions, allowing Him to fill one’s innermost being.  

Centering Prayer is based on the wisdom of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount:  “...But when you pray, 

go to your inner room, close the door and pray to your Father in secret. And your Father, who sees in 

secret, will reward you!” Matthew 6:6. 
 

This program will be presented by Laura Ellen Truelove who has led a Centering Prayer Support 

Group in Winchester for five years.  Laura Ellen is a spiritual director, healing prayer minister,  

contemplative photographer, writer, and practitioner of Centering Prayer for twenty years.  She has 

been a member of St. George Episcopal Church in Nashville since 1997, and taught their monthly  

program on prayer for over two years. 
 

Nancy Lawrence of Tullahoma will be forming a group for Centering Prayer.   

Please join us March 18th to learn more.  For reservations, call Dianne Barksdale at 455-9275. 

Home Communion Teams 
We are still in need of two more teams to serve Home Communion.  

Our Home Communion teams only serve two to three times a  

year, once a month. Those interested can email Wendy Colvin  

at wendypc13@gmail.com for details.   

Clothes Giveaway -  Saturday, March 2nd, 8am to 12 noon   
We are needing volunteers to help setup on Friday (6-8pm), work the event 

on Saturday (7:30am-12pm), and help break the event down, cleanup and 

put out chairs for the Sunday service (12-2pm).  Signup sheets are located 

at the welcome station in the Family Activity Center and on the bulletin 

board in the church hallway.  Volunteers can also call Dian or I to  

volunteer as well.  -Terry Rayfield 



 

Keeping In Prayers 
Mary Alice Hollinshead 

Hilda Anthony Hand (sister-in- 

    law of Ann Hand) 

Greg Miller (cousin of Janiece  

    Cook) 

Bill Overton 

Judy Babb (friend of Karen  

    Ortiz) 

Betty Peterson 

Forrest Frame 

Mary Lou Barnett 

Ruby Hobbs 

Jimmy Childers 

James Childers 

Arey Jean Barton 

Inia Cruise 

Barbara TeVrucht 

Buddy Chellstorp 

Joan Alexander 

Ruth Rymer 

Jobie Corn (aunt of Tommie  

    Hoagland) 

Leslee Nelius (sister-in-law of   

    Sylvia Epley) 

Rita Breezley 

Rachel Prince 

Sue Molvik (friends of Pam &  

    Frank Steinle) 

Ken Nutt 

Lloyd Long (brother of Sylvia  

    Garner) 

Pam Asmann (family of Marcia  

    Massengill) 

Carolyn Graham (sister of Bob  

    Prater) 

Billy Roy & Dale Murray (Nancy  

    Wright’s family) 
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Memorials 

Ryan Logan 
from 

Charlotte Hatheway 
Glen & Susan Braghetta 

Cynthia Stoker 

Encouragers’ Group 

We will meet on Tuesday, March 19th at 12pm, at Ruby Tuesday. -God bless, Linda Roberts 

GriefShare 
GriefShare meets on Mondays,  

until May 13th, from 3:30-5pm  

in Davidson Hall. 
 

This is a support group for those who  

are grieving the loss of a loved one.   

Each session is self-contained, and is 

composed of 3 parts:  video, group 

discussion and personal workbook.  

Mr. Pete Asmann (brother-in-law of 

Marcia Massengill) passed away January 

25th. Services were February 4th in 

Hartselle, AL. 

 

Mr. Bob Murray (father of Marcia Massen-

gill) passed away January 29th.  Services 

were February 5th in Hartselle, AL. 

 Mrs. Mary Jo Payne (mother of  

Shannon Dickerson) passed away February 

2nd. No arrangements at this time. 

 

 Mr. Ryan Logan (son of Julia Logan-

Mayes) passed away February 10th.  

A memorial service was held here on  

February 14th. 

 With Sympathy 

Marian Brown 
Bob Murray 

from 
Bill & Charlotte  

Bethmann 

If you have someone you would like to add to the prayer list, please contact the church office at  

455-5434 or fumc@lighttube.net. Also, if you have updates about your loved one currently on the 

prayer list, please contact the office with that information. It is important for us to have the most  

accurate information so that we may provide the appropriate congregational care.  

Mrs. Maxino Staffino passed away February 20th.  
No arrangements at this time. 

Mary Jo Payne  
from 

Charlotte Hatheway 
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Our main Facebook page is First 

United Methodist Church.  

We also have a Youth page - 

FUMC Tullahoma Youth Ministry; 

and a Children’s page - Children’s  

Ministry of FUMC Tullahoma. 


