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Recordings of Pastor Rickey’s sermons are available on our website. Go to www.fumctullahoma.com, select the 
“podcast” tab and then you may scroll down on that page and select the sermon you want to listen to. 

Buttering up the Boss 

I had a friend once who really wanted to succeed in his chosen career.  He  

tried to meet all the right people.  He worked to impress those considered  

important in his chosen career.  One might say that my friend went  

out of his way to flatter and compliment those he thought would  

do him the most good.  However, my friend did not succeed.   

Instead, he finally changed careers.  Before making a career  

change, he felt rejected and unappreciated. 
 

He told me one day, “I’ve tried to be nice to all the right  

people; I don’t know why I can’t get ahead.”  Then he asked  

me what I thought his problem might be.  Because I cared for  

him, I tried to be honest.  I told him that he did not really want to  

do the work of his career; he just wanted the title and prestige that went with it.  My advice to him was to do 

something God had created him to do, and to stop worrying about status and position.  He really struggled.  

My friend would see people succeed who paid little or no attention to the boss, but seemed to advance right 

along while he buttered up any he could find, and got nowhere.  Again, he asked me the difference.  I really 

dislike such things but I told him, “Those people succeed because they love the work, and they work at it.  

The boss promotes people who will do the work, not those who bring him flowers.” 
 

A similar divide seems to exist between people who want to go to heaven and those wanting to be Christian.  

A great number of people want to go to heaven, considerably less want to be Christian.  When I say  

Christian, I only mean those who wish to be like 

Christ – those willing to go the extra mile, turn  

the other cheek, give their shirt to the one who 

takes their coat, forgive, love (really), and walk 

humbly through life.  Many people like to butter 

up the boss by boasting that they have never 

killed, stolen, committed adultery, or any such 

things.  By focusing so hard on gates of pearl  

and streets of gold, we can fail to see that the  

real reward is the opportunity to love as we have 

been loved, forgive as we have been forgiven,  

and help as we have been helped.  
 

In the end, we lose what we want most because 

heaven is not a prize; it is a way of life.  Have you 

ever stopped to ask this question, “If I don’t like 

the people here now, what makes me think I’ll 

like them in heaven?”  Yes, they probably will be 

there – God has a sense of humor that way.  You 

could simply dismiss this and say that I’m wrong; 

but what if I’m right!   -God bless, Pastor Rickey  
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June 2nd 

“Jesus:  The Gate to Eternal Life” - John 10:7-10 

June 9th - Pentecost 

“Spiritual Children” - Romans 8:12-17 
 
 

Sermon on the Mount  

sermon series 

June 16th - July 14th 

 

June 16th - “Salt &  

    Light” Matthew  

    5:13-16 
 

June 23rd - “The Blind and Toothless” Matthew  

    5:38-42 
 

June 30th - “Goldfinches and Buttercups”  

    Matthew 6:25-33 
 

July 7th - “Cattlegaps” - Matthew 7:12-14 
 

July 14th - “The Rising Tide” - Matthew 7:24-27 

Upcoming Sermons 
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Ongoing Activities 
Tuesdays 

 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial  

   Assistance, 10:30am 

 “Letters to the Church” summer study,  

   6-7:30pm; Davidson Hall 

 Boy Scouts 7-8:30pm 
 

Thursdays 

 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial  

   Assistance, 10:30am 

 Henry Center Clothes Closet, 12-2pm  
 

Fridays 

 Adult Art Group, 10am, art room, main bldg. 

Calendar 

Sunday Mornings 
8am     Worship—Traditional Service,  

                Sanctuary 

9am    Worship—First Light Modern  

                Service, Family Activity Center 

10am    Sunday School for all ages;  

                various locations  

10:30am  Dossett Chapel Sunday School 

11am      Worship—Traditional Service,  

               Sanctuary 
What’s Happening In June  

Sunday, June 2nd - Reception for Jim & Lou  

    Ann Mitchell, 1-3pm; Reception Rooms, main   

    building. *Please note the change in location* 

Monday-Thursday, June 3rd-6th - Vacation  

    Bible School, 9am-12pm; Family Activity  

    Center 

Tuesday, June 4th - Golden Circle, 11:30am;  

    Davidson Hall 

Tuesday, June 4th - “Letters to the Church”  

    summer study begins, 6-7:30pm; Davidson  

    Hall; led by Kris Roberts 

Sunday, June 9th - VBS Sunday, 9am; First  

    Light Service 

Sunday, June 9th - Youth Swim Party at the  

    Simmons’, 6-8pm 

Monday-Tuesday, June 17th-18th - Youth Trip 

    (see page 4 for more info)  

Tuesday, June 18th - Encouragers’ Lunch,  

    12pm; location TBD 

Sunday, June 23rd - Cedar Crest Camp  

    Commissioning, 9am; First Light Service  

Sunday-Friday, June 23rd-28th - Cedar Crest    

    Camp 

Tuesday, June 25th - “The Table” Community  

    Feeding Program, 12pm; Davidson Hall 

 

  We have 6 campers    
      attending Cedar     
     Crest Camp June  
          23rd- 28th:    
      Will Harrison,  
   Breanna Oswald,    

       Memphis Oswald, Adeline Diller,  
      Lexi Brown, and Miles Dickerson.   
 

I am asking you to cover these kiddos  
with prayer that they may experience  

God in a new and wonderful way.   
They would love to hear from you!   

 

You can email them at:  
cedarcrestcampermail.gmail.com (put  

camper’s name in the subject) or  
 

by regular mail at : 
(camper’s name) Cedar Crest Camp, 7900   
Cedar Crest Camp Road, Lyles, TN 37098 

2019 Annual Conference 

Wednesday-Friday, June 12th-14th 

Brentwood United Methodist Church 

 



 June 2019 Children’s Ministry—Julie Uehlein 

Beginning June 2nd, Pre K – 5th grades 
will combine for a Youth led Summer 
Bible Exploration during 
the Sunday School hour.  
Meet us in The House 
(upstairs FAC) for a fun 
filled time of game, song, 
story and summer long craft project. 
 

 
 

   VBS is here! If you  
   have not done so,  
   please register your  
   child via the church  
   website.   
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          Our nursery is   
  available for    
  children who   

   have not entered  
   elementary 

school, when age appropriate classes  
are not offered. The children are  
introduced to the Sunday School les-
son that Pre-K - 5th grade are taught.  

***To receive communications relating to Children’s Ministry, text CHILDREN to 931-452-4747*** 

Mark 10:14Mark 10:14Mark 10:14---111   
“Jesus said, ‘Let the Little 

Children come to me and  

do not hinder them for the 

Kingdom of God belongs  

to such as these.’”  

Sunday Mornings Sunday Mornings Sunday Mornings    
Nursery Hours  
8 a.m. - 12 noon 

 

Sunday School 
10 a.m.; The House,  

Family Activity Center 

Sermon Notes and activities available at each worship service. Have your child check them out.  

They are available at the front and back of the Main Sanctuary and at the front table in the gym. 

 

June Calendar of Events 
3rd-6th  VBS, 9am-12noon; Family  
               Activity Center 
 

9th         VBS Sunday, 9am First   
               Light Service; Family  
               Activity Center 
 

23rd       Cedar Crest Camp  
               Commissioning; 9am First  
               Light Service; Family  
               Activity Center 
 

23rd-28th  Cedar Crest Camp   

Halos singing for Mother’s Day 

A big thanks 

to Doug  

and Linda 

Thomas for 

letting the 

Children’s 

Ministry 

have a play 

day in their 

backyard. 

Always a 

fun event!  
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Senior Ministry—Esther J. Sims  June 2019 

Check Senior Adult Bulletin Board weekly for updates, photos and more details. 
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Thought for the Month:  God's teaching may not always make sense  

to us, but it's always senseless to think we know better.  The smartest  

people know that God knows best.  "For we are his workmanship,  

created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before  

ordained that we should walk in them."   Ephesians 2:10. (Daily  

Encouragement for Women, 2018).  

June Happenings…June Happenings…June Happenings…   

Tuesday, June 4th - Golden Circle,  

    11:30am; Davidson Hall (You don’t  

    want to miss this one!) 

Tuesday, June 18th - Encouragers’  

    Luncheon, 12pm;  location TBD 

Tuesday, June 25th - “The Table”  

    12-1pm; Davidson Hall 

“Walk With Ease”   
Coming in August  

to our church  

sponsored by  

June June June    

BirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdays   

3    Joe Williams 

3    Tommie Hoagland 

5    Suzanne Rutley 

15  Jean Sanders 

15  Susan Warwick 

21  Sarah Marshall  

23  Elaine Kohl 

24  Ron Kohl 

24  Linda Roberts 

27  Toni Overton 

30  Vanessa Jackson 

We enjoyed another beautiful outing in the town 
of Tracy City.  “Tea on the Mountain” did not 

disappoint!  We had lunch in their new location. 

Our Golden Circle watched a very informa-
tive DVD called, “Alzheimer's/Dementia: 
Ministry with the Forgotten” in May.  The  

statistics were staggering:   

 Every 65-66 minutes someone is diag-
nosed with this disease.   

 5.8 million people live with this disease  

 1-in-3 senior adults die with Alzheimer's 
or another form of dementia  

 Alzheimer's is the 6th leading cause of 
death and kills more people than breast 
and prostate cancer combined.   

WE MUST FIND A CURE!   

In May, our church raised $1,000 for the 
fight against Alzheimer's.  Many thanks to 
all of you who contributed to our efforts. 
Shannon, Miles & Sawyer Dickerson and 

myself made up our Purple Olympic Team.  
We won five medals - more than any other 
team at the event.  Tullahoma First United 

Methodist was well represented! 

Attention Boys and Men 

Keep Sunday, November 10th open  

Have I got plans for you!! 
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Hey Everyone, 

 

I read an interesting quote recently which 

said, “As a parent, it’s my priority to get 

my children into Heaven, not Harvard.” 

What a great quote! “But Jeff, do you 

mean that you shouldn’t try to get your 

kids into Harvard?” In today’s society it 

seems most issues are politicized, one side is 

right, the other wrong, and/or a zero sum game, if one thing is elevated, it must be because something else 

was pushed down. So can we strive for your kids to get into both Heaven and Harvard? I think we are  

missing a key word in the quote, and that is priority. Prioritizing something is simple putting things in order 

of importance to the person doing the task. This doesn’t necessarily mean ranking things in order of value, 

but it does mean putting the things you value the MOST at the top of the list. So what are our priorities, and  

a more important question is, are we honest with ourselves about what our priorities are? 

 

There are so many different facets to parenting, so many things we would like to teach our children who 

seem to have un-limited potential. Do I want to encourage my children to love God? Yes! Be a straight A  

student? Yes! Be the star basketball player? Yes! Be a kind and compassionate human? Yes! But the reality 

of the world is that all of these things have to be prioritized. They can’t all be first. My parents were far  

from perfect when I was growing up. But I always knew what was most important to them. God was first. 

Nothing came before Him (sounds like a scripture I know). Second was family, third was school, fourth  

was everything else. If we wanted to do something on a Sunday, join a team, have an activity, the answer  

was always no. I didn’t appreciate it then, but I do now. Fortunately I was raised in a family that put God 

first, I was raised in a church that taught me about the love of God and the truth of His word. 

 

Now that summer is here, school is not in session, make it a point to think about what your priorities are  

for yourself and for your family. Be honest with yourself. There are no “right or wrong” answers, only the 

reality of the situation. If you want to change your priorities, you can. 

 

In Christ, Jeff 

First Light & Outreach Ministry—Jeff  Harrison The Good News 

Communion Servers - Once a month 
 

Coffee - Once a month on rotation 

Tech Team - Every / every other week 
 

Worship Team - Every /every other week 
 

Contact Jeff @ jeffhfumc@lighttube.net for more info. 

mailto:jeffhfumc@lighttube.net


  

 

 

 

 

  Hey Everyone, 

      The work of the Henry Center zooms along into the summer months. In May,  

  I had the opportunity to help a Dossett family, with the assistance of Larry  

  Dickerson and Kris Roberts. They were being evicted from their apartment and    

  needed a place to stay for the remainder of the school year. Kris and I went to  

the housing authority to see if they could get an extension so the children could stay in school. The 

Housing Authority agreed and they were able to stay so the kids could finish. Sometimes people just 

need an advocate and we were happy to help them. 

      Thank you to all the people who have contacted me about Saturday pick-ups. It is so encouraging to 

have people want to be involved. We have about half the amount of people we need, so please contact 

me if you are interested in serving on Saturdays at the Henry Center. We continue to need volunteers on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays as well. Even if you could only come once a month, it would be incredibly 

helpful. Also your gifts that are collected on the first Sunday of the month are continuing to help those 

in our community who really need it. I hear all the time, people expressing their gratitude for the Henry 

Center and how much it helps them.  -In Christ, Jeff 

The Henry Center—Jeff  Harrison 
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"The Table" will be serving meals June 

25th in Davidson Hall from 12 noon 

until 1pm.  Tullahoma FUMC will be 

providing the food with financial  

assistance from United Grocery Out-

let of Murfreesboro. Back in the winter while shopping 

in the store, the manager and I had a conversation about 

church programs. When I mentioned that we had this 

program, she said, "I'm a Christian.  I want to help."  
  

We still need help with the serving and clean-up.  There 

will be a sign-up list for those wishing to help posted on 

the Senior Adult bulletin board beginning June 1st.  
 

A BIG THANK YOU to Jean Hill and the Women's 

Emmaus Group for providing the food for the June  

program.  Many thanks to our own church members  

and friends who helped with the serving and clean-up. 

“The Table” Community Feeding Program 

            
 

     Our Seekers Sunday school 

class has been studying the 

Books of the New Testa-

ment for the past few 

weeks. One particular 

passage that stand out is when Jesus met 

with His Disciples in Galilee before He 

returned to heaven.  Prior to leaving this 

earth, Jesus spoke the words found in 

Matthew 28:19-20 “Therefore go and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach-

ing them to obey everything I have com-

manded you. And surely I am with 

you always, to the very end of the age.” 

Jesus gave a powerful message for mis-

sions work then and it still applies to us 

today. Go, teach and make disciples.   

Missions Moment—Holt Cason 
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The New Self 

“You were taught to put away your former way of life, your old self, corrupt and  

deluded by its lusts, and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to clothe  

yourselves with the new self, created according to the likeness of God in true  

righteousness and holiness” (Ephesians 4:22-24). 

 

This text in Ephesians is not different from that of Romans 12:2, where Paul says, “Do 

not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so  

that you may discern what is the will of God – what is good and acceptable and perfect.”  

The intention of the words from Ephesians and Romans point to the same ideal, people 

change through a connection with Christ.  Coming in contact with Jesus brings about a 

real and tangible difference in a person. 

 

One can rightly say that Jesus will meet you just where you are, whether in lust, in greed, 

in adultery, in theft, or any form of sin against God.  Jesus will meet you where you are, 

but he will not leave you there.  The desire of Christ is to move all people from a life of 

sin and estrangement from God into a life of righteousness and covenant relationship with 

God.  In this way, faith is an ever-growing process.  The sin of yesterday had to be  

overcome by the faith of yesterday.  It is a stronger, firmer, and deeper faith needed to 

move us beyond the sin of today into the promise of tomorrow.  At all times the Christian 

acknowledges before God that he/she is not the person he/she ought to be, but at the same 

time thankful that he/she is not the person he/she used to be.  

 

One of the struggles I encounter with people is that of stagnation.  I hear people say, “I 

believe in Jesus,” but that belief has no outward impact on their lives.  Such belief in 

Christ is little more than a mental exercise, an exercise wherein a person takes a cognitive 

step to affirm that Jesus of Nazareth once walked the earth.  However, such a mental ex-

ercise is not transforming faith.  Transforming faith is that wherein a person becomes 

convinced that the way of Christ is the way ordained of God, and is the best possible way 

for human beings to live.  When a person becomes so convinced, life takes on a new 

meaning, the world is seen in a different light, and hope takes the place of despair.  A 

great number of people want a better life; many people ask what they must do to have 

such a life.  The answer is simple, but it is not easy.  For a  

better life, the best life, one must be transformed in the way  

of Christ.  One must be transformed in thought, word, and 

deed.  You and I must put away the former way of life, and 

clothe ourselves with the new self, created  

according to the likeness of God.   

-God bless,                                                          

  Pastor Rickey  
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Attendance 
Average Attendance 2019  

 

8:00 a.m. Worship         61  
First Light Worship       138    
11:00  a.m. Worship          104    
Total         303 
 
Sunday School        100  

Finance 
April 2019 

 

Revenue 
YTD Budget            $ 291,100 
Received                  $ 277,335 
 

Expenditures 
YTD Budget             $ 291,100 
Disbursed               $ 275,689 

Baptisms 

       Blakeleigh Sloan      

     Ruff,  daughter of  

Patrick & Laura Ruff,  

was baptized Sunday,  

May 12th. 

The United Methodist Women are sponsoring a  
“Baby Bottle” Fundraiser to support Life Choices.   

Just fill a baby bottle with cash, coins, or checks and  
bring them to the church by Sunday, June 16th. 

 

Life Choices Pregnancy Support Center is a faith-based, Christ-
centered, non-profit organization (501(C)3).  Life Choices cur-

rently operates three centers, one each in Winchester, Manchester, 
and Grundy County (Coalmont).  The services provided by Life 
Choices to its clients are all free of charge.  Funds raised through 

the “Baby Bottle” Fund-raiser support the services provided. 
 

The Life Choices message is spoken in love—biblical  
truths about the sanctity of life, about sexual integrity,  

and God’s design for marriage. 
 

For more information, please go to the Life Choices web site: 
https://www.lifechoicestn.org. 

The Children’s Ministry is sponsoring a summer long event of sharing Flat Jesus. Flat Jesus is a hand- 

colored paper doll that we want to travel with you this summer.  Whether you swing with him in the 

backyard or he travels with you to the Henry Center or even to Australia, carry Jesus with you. The 

original “flat” character was Flat Stanley, star of a book by Jeff Brown in which a boy has remark-

able adventures after waking up one day to discover he is flattened to half-an-inch thick. Today, 

schoolchildren routinely write letters accompanied by Flat Stanleys to friends and family, who pro-

vide fun geography lessons by snapping photos of the paper fellow posing at various local sites. This  

is a perfect way to start conversation with folks who don’t normally talk about Jesus and keep up 

with the summer fun of our church family.  Flat Jesus is for all ages so we hope parents will participate as well! 
 

Ways to share Flat Jesus: 

    Hashtag your photo on social media #flatjesusfumctullahoma 

    Email to: uehlein@lighttube.net 

    Text to 931-581-8320 

    Post to FUMC’s Facebook or Instagram pages 

If you have not received a 

Flat Jesus, you may pick one 

up at any church service or 

the church office. 

Births 

Natalie & Nathan Marty 

welcomed their daughter, Louise 

Ingram Marty, to the world on April 23rd.  

Proud grandparents are Ann & Joe Lester, 

Lisa Marty, and Phillip Marty. 



 Keeping In Prayers 
Barbara TeVrucht 

Jobie Corn (aunt of  

    Tommie Hoagland) 

Leslee Nelius (sister- 

    in-law of Sylvia Epley) 

James Childers 

Marcia Massengill 

Mary Alice Hollinshead 

Inia Cruise 

Rita Breezley 

Greg Miller (cousin of  

    Janiece Cook) 

Judy Babb (friend of  

    Karen Ortiz) 

K.C. Reddy (neighbor of  

    Gail Hines) 

Jeff Ellison 

Juanita Hunter 

Dianne Barksdale 

Don Bond 

Jeanne Bigger 

Linda Krehlik (daughter of  

    Barbara Oakley) 

Thelma Hammers 

Fran Haynes  

Lynn Cason 

Walt Wasilewski 

Buddy Chellstorp 

Ken Nutt 

Betty Peterson 

Forrest Frame 

Mary Lou Barnett 

Ruby Hobbs 

Sue Molvik (friend of  

    Pam & Frank Steinle) 

Pam Asmann (sister of   

    Marcia Massengill) 

Carolyn Graham (sister  

    of Bob Prater) 

Billy Roy & Dale Murray  

    (Nancy Wright’s family) 
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 Memorials 

Lloyd Long 
Gayle Spencer 
Frances Ward 
Hilda Hand 

from 
Charlotte Hatheway 

Encouragers’ Group 
We will meet on  

Tuesday, June 18th at 

12pm; location TBD  

-God bless,  

Linda Roberts 

With Sympathy 

Larris Boles passed away Saturday, April 27th.   

A military celebration will be held later this summer. 
 

Hilda Anthony Hand, sister-in-law of Ann Hand, passed away Friday, May 3rd.   

A service was held Saturday, May 11th in Manchester, TN. 
 

Ike Savelle, father of Stephen Savelle, passed away Monday, May 6th.   

    A service was held Friday, May 10th in Columbus, MS. 
 

Faye McAnally passed away Friday, May 10th.  A service was held Thursday, May 16th in Nashville, TN. 

Sisters and Brothers, 

In June of this year, we will refresh our prayer list.  What this means is that we will clean off the  

slate of our prayer list and begin afresh.  We will repopulate our list with those persons we know  

to remain in need of prayer.  This is a good practice in congregational care because it makes  

us think intentionally about those from our families and community in need of prayer.  We  

do not want to miss anyone, but we do want to be intentional about our prayers and care for  

others.  Please help us do this important work.  Please contact the church office with the names  

of those in need of prayer.  Our goal is to have a refreshed list by June 9, 2019.  As always, we will add and  

update our list from the information you provide and as it is provided.  Refreshing our prayer list from time  

to time keeps us intentional in prayer and focuses our attention on others.  Please, remember to be in prayer  

daily for those on our list. "The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; anyone who 

has committed sins will be forgiven" (James 5:15).   -God bless, Pastor Wade  

Ike Savelle 
from 

Charlotte Hatheway 
Jensen’s Life Group 

Lawrence & Elizabeth 
Arnett 

Faye McAnally from Dr. & Mrs. Bob Clendenin 
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, INC.  

208 W. Lauderdale Street 

Tullahoma TN 37388 

To receive this newsletter electronically, just email Mandy at fumc@lighttube.net. Help us save paper,  

postage and time!  You can also find the newsletter on our website, www.fumctullahoma.com  

 To receive text  
messages & emails 
from the church to 

keep you in the loop 
about everything that 

is going on, just text the word church to 931-452-4747 
and click on the response. You may also signup to  

receive texts from specific areas of ministry. For our 
Youth Ministry, text youth; for our Children’s  

Ministry, text children; for our Senior Adults ministry, 
text fumcsam . Once your form is filled out, we will 

begin sending you all the info you'll need.  

  Connect     931.455.5434                fumc@lighttube.net 
   Senior Pastor                       Pastor Rickey Wade                     pastorfumc@lighttube.net 

                  931-222-0314 

   Administrative Assistant    Mandy White                                   fumc@lighttube.net 

   First Light/Outreach Ministry        Jeff Harrison                                       jeffhfumc@lighttube.net 

   Youth & Discipleship Ministry   Kris Roberts                      krisfumc@lighttube.net 

   Children’s Ministry              Julie Uehlein          childrensfumc@lighttube.net 

   Senior’s Ministry                 Esther J. Sims                                        ejsfumc@lighttube.net 

   Henry Center Ministry    Jeff Harrison                            jeffhfumc@lighttube.net 

   Dossett Chapel     Larry Dickerson          larryd33@gmail.com 

   Instrumental Music Director   Doug Clark                  doug.fumc@gmail.com 

   Choir Director     Adam Womack             adam.womack@tcsedu.net 

   Organist and Accompanist    Chris Blondin          blondinmusic@bellsouth.net 

   Music Ministry (First Light)   John Cook              johnjaniece@bellsouth.net 

   Financial Assistant              Katrina Walton                               financefumc@lighttube.net 

   Facilitator                             Elmo Birkhead                                       fumc23@lighttube.net 

   Stephen Ministries     Larry Crabtree                                49crab@bellsouth.net 

        Rosemary Crabtree                  janecrab@bellsouth.net 
 

Church Office Hours:  8am- 4pm Monday -Thursday, 8am-12pm Friday 
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Our main Facebook page is First 

United Methodist Church.  

We also have a Youth page - 

FUMC Tullahoma Youth Ministry; 

and a Children’s page - Children’s  

Ministry of FUMC Tullahoma. 


