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The Message—Pastor Rickey Wade
Going Home
I grew up on a dirt road with grass in the middle. The county would grade
the road and clear the ditches every so often. In many ways, life seemed
simpler in such a setting. When traveling such a road folks had to slow
down as they met. It was common to see people stopped in the road
just talking. One could say that such things were the social media
of a different time.
Another thing I remember about that place and time was
my dog. I had a dog that others apparently did not want.
Nonetheless, he was a great dog! Everywhere I went, if
possible, Butch would go too. On more than one occasion
we had to usher him off the school bus. One thing that always
describes a good dog is loyalty. Above all else, Butch was loyal.
Whenever we would go somewhere, Butch would follow us to the
end of that dirt road and lay down. It did not seem to matter if we were gone twenty minutes or a day, Butch
would be waiting for our old blue Ford. As soon as the car turned onto that dirt road, Butch would jump up
and run all the way home. He was always glad to see us, and always excited that we were home.
I really do not think theology is all that complicated. Through the years we human beings have tried to make
God complicated and somehow way beyond the reach of everyday folk. But as I read God’s story, I do not
see that at all. God has always been waiting and looking for us. In the garden, when Adam and Eve had
sinned against God, it was God who came looking for them.
Maybe the most vivid image of God is that made known in
Saint Luke’s Gospel. We know the story. A young man wants
to go out on his own so he asks his father for all his inheritance,
which the father gives. The young man squanders all his money
only to find himself broke, hungry, and homeless. Broken and
ashamed the young man heads home. However, the boy’s father
has been scanning the horizon daily for any sign of his wayward
child. Then one day, the father sees the son coming at some
distance. The father runs out to meet his son, puts a ring on his
finger, and throws a grand party to celebrate his return.
The prodigal in the story is me, and it is you. We have
wandered away from home. The Father in this story is God.
And God is scanning the horizon waiting and looking for that
moment we decide to turn around and come home. Maybe
today is the day to turn around; maybe this is the day for a
new direction – one that leads home. God will be waiting,
and will be excited to see you. -God bless, Pastor Rickey

Upcoming Sermon Series

“Holy Questions”

June 3rd - “What” 1 Samuel 3:1-10
June 10th - “Why” 1 Samuel 8:4-20
June 17th - “Who” 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13
June 24th - “How” 1 Samuel 17:1-49

Pastor Rick’s sermons are added to our website on Sundays, after the 11 a.m. service. Go to www.fumctullahoma.com,
select the “podcast” tab and then you may scroll down on that page and select the sermon you want to listen to.

Reminder: Sunday, May 27th, will
be our Memorial Day Service.
This service will be a Unified Worship Service at 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary. We will be remembering
those who gave their life in service to our
country and also those who served but have since passed on.

Please note that during the months of
June and July the church office hours
will be slightly modified. Monday Thursday will be the normal hours of 8
a.m. - 4:30 p.m. On Fridays, the office
will close at 12:30 p.m. In August, we
will return to normal office hours.
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Sunday Mornings

Calendar

The Good News

8 a.m.
9 a.m.

Worship—Traditional Service in the Sanctuary
Worship—First Light Modern Service in the
Family Activity Center
10 a.m.
One Room Sunday School - Family Activity
Center
10:30 a.m. Dossett Chapel Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship—Traditional Service in the Sanctuary

Ongoing Activities
Tuesdays
 Henry Center Food Pantry/Financial Assistance,
10:30 a.m.
 Boy Scouts 7-8 p.m.
Thursdays
 Henry Center Food Pantry/Financial Assistance,
10:30 a.m.
 Henry Center Clothes Closet, 12-2 p.m.

What’s Happening In June
Monday, May 28th - Memorial Day - Church
office is closed
Friday-Wednesday, June 1st-6th - Youth
Mission Trip
Monday-Friday, June 11th-15th - VBS
9 a.m.-12 noon; Family Activity Center

Fridays
 Adult Art Group, 10 a.m., art room, main bldg.

TN Annual Conference
will be held June 13th-15th
at Brentwood UMC. For
more information go to
www.tnumc.ofg/AC2018
The Annual Conference
Offering this year will go
to Congo Women Arise. For
more information go to
www.tnumc.org/congowomenarise. Tullahoma
FUMC will take up a special offering on June 10th
for Congo Women Arise. Pastor Rickey will take
the offering with him to Annual Conference the
following week.

Wednesday-Friday, June 13th - 15th - TN
Annual Conference
Friday, June 15th - Senior Adults trip, 3-8 p.m.
Sunday-Friday, June 17th-22nd - Children &
Youth at Cedar Crest Camp
Monday, June 25th - “Ruth” Bible Study
begins, 7 p.m.; Davidson Hall; continues for
six weeks; Kris Roberts, facilitator

Bringing FUMC Tullahoma to your phone with Near2

We are partnering with a member of our congregation and local tech entrepreneur, Leigh Fogle, to
deliver relevant and timely information about Church happenings directly to your phones. This will
include the weekly bulletin, information about services, Sunday School, special events and more.
Near2 is an app you can download now in the iTunes or Google Play store. Once downloaded, it will
bring up-to-date information directly to your phone based on your location; so, when you walk into
the church on Sunday, you will get a notification message to download that week’s information and
bulletin.
We encourage you to download the app to start getting information delivered directly to you...which
will also help us save printing and paper costs! For more information, you can visit www.near2.co.
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Children’s Ministry—Julie Uehlein
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Sundays

Jesus said, “Let the Little Children
come to me and do not hinder them
for the Kingdom of God belongs to
such as these” Mark 10:14-1

Nursery Hours
8 a.m. - 12 noon
Sunday School
10 a.m. Family Activity Center

***To receive communications relating to Children’s Ministry, text CHILDREN to 931-452-4747***
How is it this school year is coming to an end?
Time sure does fly.
I am so excited for our “One Room Sunday
School/FUMC Sunday of Service” this summer.
Not only do our regular Sunday volunteers get a
break, we can worship as a unified group AND
be the Hands and Feet of Christ. See page 7 for
more details.
VBS is quickly approaching! We would love
to have volunteers of all ages to help with this
community event. You may register your child
on the Church’s or the Children’s Facebook
page or directly at
https://rrr.cokesburyvbs.com/fumctullahoma/
Contact Beth Harrison (434-2425) for more
information. The nursery is available for those
volunteering.
There are some great things in the work for the
Fall. Do you have a suggestion or thought? I
would love to hear from you.
Thank you for the honor of loving and serving
your children.
-Be blessed, Miss Julie
Nursery - Our nursery
is available for children who have not yet
entered elementary
school, when age
appropriate classes are not offered.
While your child is in the nursery, he/she
is learning the song “Jesus Loves Me” and
hearing The Lord’s Prayer before snack.

June 17 - 22, the Children’s Ministry will send
the following campers off to Cedar Crest:
Matthew Bond, Will Bond, Lexi Brown, Will
Harrison, Breanna Oswald, Memphis Oswald
and Miles Dickerson. Please cover these kiddos
with your prayers that they connect to our Lord
is such a special way. Our campers would love
to hear from you! Please email campers at the
following address:
cedarcrestcampermail@gmail.com
Just be sure and put their name in
the subject box. Or, by mail:
Camper’s Name
c/o Cedar Crest Camp
7900 Cedar Crest Camp Road
Lyles, TN 37098

Calendar of Events:
June
11th-15th VBS - 9 a.m.-12 noon, Family Activity
Center
17th
VBS Sunday / Camp Commissioning
17th-22nd Camp Cedar Crest
July
29th
29th

Sunday School Promotion Sunday, 10 a.m.,
Family Activity Center
Churchwide Pool Party at Splash Island
6-8 p.m.

August
5th
Sunday School resumes; if your child is age
3 and potty trained, he/she may begin Sunday
School on this date. The next start date is
January 6th, 2019
12th
Parent meeting, 10:45 a.m.; art room

Have you seen our newest Sermon Notes and activities available at the worship services? Have your child check
them out. They are available at the front and back of the Main Sanctuary and at the front table in the gym.
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Youth Ministry—Kris Roberts

The Good News

New discussion
series @ the House

Senior Ministry—Esther J. Sims
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June Happenings…

Thought for the Month - The First Thing
"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness, temperance: against such
there is no law." Galatians 5: 22-23. The
fruit of the Spirit begins with love. There
are nine graces spoken of, and of these nine
Paul puts love at the head of the list; love is
the first thing, the first in that precious
cluster of fruit. Someone has said that all of
the other eight can be put in terms of love.
Joy is love exulting; peace is love in repose;
longsuffering is love on trial; gentleness is
love in society; goodness is love in action;
faith is love on the battlefield; meekness is
love at work; and temperance is love in
training. So it is love all the way; love at
the top, love at the bottom and love all the
way down this list of graces. If we only just
brought forth the fruit of the Spirit, what a
world we would have! Men and women
would have no desire to do evil.
-Dwight L. Moody

June Birthdays
3
3
5
15
15
21
23
24
27
30

Joe Williams
Tommie Hoagland
Suzanne Rutley
Jean Sanders
Susan Warwick
Sarah Marshall
Elaine Kohl
Ron Kohl
Toni Overton
Vanessa Jackson

Happy Birthday!!!
Check Senior Adult Bulletin
Board weekly for updates,
photos and more details.

Tuesday, June 5th - Golden Circle, 11:30 a.m.;
Davidson Hall
Wednesday-Friday, June 13th-15th - UMC
TN Annual Conference
Thursday, June 14th - Flag Day
Saturday, June 16th - Fayetteville’s Southern
Weekend of the Arts
Tuesday, June 19th -Encouragers’ Luncheon,
12:00 noon; 122 West Restaurant
June 17th - Father’s Day

Happy Father ’s

Tullahoma First
United Methodist
Church Mission
Team to UMCOR
Sager Brown
Top Row:
Barbara Buckner,
Cindy Young, Bob
Barksdale, Larry
Dickerson &
George Jensen
Bottom Row: Esther J. Sims, Dianne Barksdale, Mary
Etta Ward, Margaret Savelle, Kathy Jensen & Paula Bell
Book Club discussed “Faith and Struggles on
Smoky Mountain” - an interesting read.
There is a copy on our UMW book shelf.
The production of “Helen Keller” at Murfreesboro's
Art Center was fantastic and the food at Cheddar's
was nothing but delicious. I am now reading other
books about Helen Keller and Anne Sullivan. The
public library has several books and audios if interested.
I attended Mayor Curlee's meeting on Get Fit Tullahoma. Get ready to get out of your favorite chair
or off that sofa. In a few months, we are going to start
moving, eating healthy and maybe stop smoking???
Stay tuned for more information on this project. For
the past two years Tullahoma has earned the distinction
of being only one of two cities in middle Tennessee to
receive Governor Haslam’s Healthier Tennessee
community recognition (the other is Franklin).
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First Light & Outreach Ministry—Jeff Harrison

The Good News

Communion Servers
Once a month
Coffee
Once a month on rotation
Hey Everyone,
We had a great church council meeting on May 14th. John Cook
presented his thoughts on moving the First Light service
forward. We are getting very close to being at maximum
capacity for the gym and once we hit that max, the only direction
is backwards, not forwards. John made some great points, a
couple being, First Light is fully integrated into the ministry life
of our church. It's not an experiment, it's not something we are
trying out, it is a modern worship offering of our church. John
also explained that the leadership and the people who attend First
Light are not Pro First Light, but Pro First Methodist. We want
our whole church to succeed at achieving it's vision for the
future. So here is my question to you. What is First Light's role
in the overall vision of our church? Personally, I get the sense
that God is calling us beyond the four walls of our church and
into our community. What is First Light's role? In the whole
denomination of the UMC we are tasked with making disciples
for the transformation of the world. What is First Light's role in
that? As we begin to have this discussions, I think it will become
clear what the future of First Light should be. We are forming a
group of people who will have these discussions and hopefully
create a plan for moving First Light forward. If you are interested, please contact me at MovingFUMCForward@gmail.com We
will begin meeting soon, present our findings and discussions to
the Church Council, and hopefully in the not too distant future,
move First Light into what God has for us.
-In Christ, Jeff
On May 13th we said goodbye
to the Kraabel family as they
will be moving to Virginia
this summer. Darren and
Diane have served faithfully over the past years, Darren playing
keyboard with the band and Diane leading the Holy Ground
teams. We will miss them terribly, but wish them all the best in
the future!

Tech Team
Every / every other week
Worship Team
Every /every other week
Contact Jeff @
jeffhfumc@lighttube.net
for more info.
In Christ,
Jeff
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Discipleship Ministry—Kris Roberts
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The Good News

Page 8
Moving FUMC Forward

Church Family:
In my message of May 13th, 2018, “Leaders Rise Up”, I emphasized our need to focus on fundamentals by
contrasting George Whitefield and John Wesley. I also asked that we do three things: 1) For our Church
Council to begin a process of forward-thinking, planning for the next 12, 60, and 120 months. 2) Focus on
discipleship (creating followers of Christ) through congregational care, visitor engagement (Guest Services),
and accountability (groups and organization). 3) Marketing our church to the community; the idea being that
we want the community to feel as though First Untied Methodist is their church even if they do not attend
here (but we hope they will).
Our Church Council has welcomed the challenge, and has planned a work session for July 9th, 2018 at 6:00
p.m. The Council is looking to engage and lead our congregation through a process of discerning God’s call
for our work. To do this we will need much help and participation. At the July 9th meeting, we hope to
gather before God, pray, and breakout into teams that will look at the different areas to discern God’s leading.
This is where we need help and input. We will have the following areas of discernment for “Moving FUMC
Forward:”
1) First Light is looking for people interested in Visioning for the future. What, when and where will First
Light be in 2, 5 and 10 years? What is First Light's role in outreach for the whole church?
2) Congregational Care - We need people to serve in creating strategies for how to best connect and
reconnect our current members. Can we connect shut-ins with Life Groups, or individual ministries of the
church? How do we best keep people from disappearing and no one takes notice?
3) Guest Services - We need people to serve in helping us think about how we interact with first time guests
to our church. Who is saying hello? How do they know where's the bathroom? How does the staff get
notified of their presence?
4) Marketing - We need people to serve in discovering how to best market the church so that all of Tullahoma feels that FUMC is their church. How do we capitalize on social media, advertising and our website?
5) Life Groups - We need people to serve in discerning how to best move our Life Group Ministry forward.
How do we connect people relationally, so they can grow spiritually? How do we get the people into the
groups?
All interested parties can volunteer and get any questions answered at MovingFUMCforward@gmail.com
(just send us an email). You can also call the church office to volunteer or get more information. Remember, you will only be able to work in one of the above areas on July 9th as we begin this process. Please
let us know the area where God is calling you to serve, i.e., Guest Services, Life Groups, First Light, etc.
We will not be trying to “reinvent the wheel;” our Vision Committee has laid the groundwork, and we are
simply moving along the next leg of the journey.
I am excited by the desire and enthusiasm within the church to share Christ with our community.
Pastor Rickey
Seedbed Daily Text
Seedbed Daily Text is a short devotional that is delivered to your email box each morning.
https://www.seedbed.com/daily-text-subscribe
Seedbed also offers an opportunity for people to come together online and interact around the
content of the Daily Text. These groups are called Bands. Pastor Rickey is currently in the process
of creating a Band. If you think you might be interested in participating, please contact him.
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Missions & Opportunities to Serve

The Henry Center—Jeff Harrison
Hey Everyone,
We had an awesome
time at the Heart and
Sole 5K and fun run, on
May 19th at Frazier McEwen
Park! The Dickerson’s Life Group organized
the event to support the work and ministry of
the Henry Center. They raised around $5,000
for those in need in our community. Thank
you to all who came out, supported the event
and ran in the race! Please remember to give
when we have communion offerings as those
gifts go directly to those who truly need it.
-In Christ, Jeff
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Mission Moment—Holt Cason
Since 2006, our church has sponsored a
Volunteers in Missions team each year
to Liepa, Latvia. As a result of these
trips we have a Connecting
Congregational church; a church
building; two congregations- one Latvian speaking
and one Russian speaking. Most recently, a third
congregation has begun at the most underprivileged
area in Liepa. These things are important, but the most
important thing is the lives we have touched.

These items were down in the Henry Center, but we have
been unable to find them. They belong to the Tullahoma
Re-Cycle Program. This program teaches middle school
students how to completely tear down and rebuild a bicycle. The bike, along with a helmet and miscellaneous
equipment, would be earned by completing the program.
The bicycle is a Roadmaster Men’s Mountain
Bike and the bicycle pump is a Serfas
FP-200. If you have any information
about these items, please contact Elmo
Birkhead in the church office.

Page 10

The Good News

Trustees—Bill Bates
Our church bus has become popular lately. New tires after a blowout, brake work this year, and an air
conditioning unit. It is over 11 years old and has travelled only 44,000 miles. It seats about 25 and due
to its capacity drivers are required to have a commercial drivers license (CDL) with a P endorsement.
The issue of a new bus surfaced recently. Sounds great, but there are issues needing consideration. Size
of the bus is the first. We have the major problem of drivers. At present, we have three. Age limit pressure from insurers, will likely reduce to one soon. Several have suggested they will get a CDL license.
However, we cannot rely only on Staff members due to their location specific duties and longevity.
Availability presents another issue. As the upper age limit diminishes, fewer retirees would be eligible
drivers. Working folks may not be willing to take time off to drive for an extended group trip. A smaller
bus does not require a special license and would increase the potential driver pool. This could result in
more use.
A few have expressed the desire to add lift capacity with a new bus. This presents a number of concerns
in practice. Upfront cost and annual maintenance needs pose financial considerations. A lift would assist
those having problems with steps, but the inability to negotiate three steps begs the question of the
Church’s role for the physical well being of such persons and the potential insurance liability. We cannot
expect others in a tour group to be responsible for assisting those less fortunate. A wheelchair confined
individual would need a chaperone – much like the Honor Flight program – to assist the person on and
off the bus, to secure them on the bus and to attend to their needs while at the intended event – whether it
be Sunday church or any other activity.
After discussion and consideration of our bus needs, the Trustees voted on May 10 to delay action on the
purchase of a new $60,000 - $70,000 vehicle at this time. We need to be good stewards of our money
and with such little use of a bus – about 4,000 miles per year, we decided to wait on the outcome of an
inspection of the current bus and the actions of those who pledge to get a CDL in the near future.

Church Family Announcements
Baptisms

We had several
baptisms recently.
On Confirmation Sunday, April 29th:
Cameron Nelms
Beau Banks
Ashton Womack
Russell Simmons
Nick Nunn

Attendance

Finance

Average Attendance 2018 YTD

April 2018

8:00 a.m. Worship
First Light Worship
11:00 a.m. Worship
Total

70
143
135
348

Revenue
YTD Budget $302,393
Received
$280,369

Sunday School
Dossett Sunday School
Total

119
9
128

Expenditures
YTD Budget $318,767
Disbursed
$281,125

On May 10th, at Dossett Chapel:
Nathaniel Ridner

Confirmations

On Confirmation Sunday,
April 29th, we confirmed:
Atticus Thurman
Abby Lynch
Sarah Wallace Whitt
Haley Prebola

June 2018
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Keeping In Prayers
Tut Smith
Jim Waters (father of Wendy
Campbell)
Sherri Sells (sister-in-law of
Steve & Tommie Hoagland)
Janis Helms (mother of Kenny
Helms)
Jimmy Weddington (son of
Emily Weddington)
Lloyd Long (brother of Sylvia
Garner)
David Bond
Emily Weddington

Pete & Pam Asmann (family of
Marcia Massengill)
Gerry Benoit (friend of Steve &
Tommie Hoagland)
Mary Alice Hollinshead
Leon Smith
Dewitt Cox
Bertha Smith
Debbie Gill (sister of Viki Blondin)
Rebecca Doherty (sister of John
Prebola)
Helen Smith

Forrest Frame
Robert Breezley
Dylan Piche, Matthew Piche,
Daniella Lennon (siblings of
Angie Smith)
Amy Gervais (family of Mary
Smith)
Melba Mahrenholz
Carolyn Graham (sister of Bob
Prater)
The family of Billy Roy & Dale
Murray (Nancy Wright’s family)

With Sympathy
Mr. Ted D. Helms passed away May 11th. Services
were held here at the church on Saturday, May 19th.
Mrs. Cecilia Loudermilk passed away May 17th.
A memorial service will be held here at the
church on Saturday, June 23rd at 12 noon.
Visitation will begin at 10 a.m.

Memorials
Wilhelmina Hand
from
Mattie Lou Eaton
Ted Helms
From
William Payne, Jr.
W. M. & Nina Payne
Brian & Linda Roberge
Henry McCord
Jay & Marilyn Hiatt
Dan & Fran Marcum
Ricky & Susan Francis
Melvin & Rebecca Taylor

Honorariums
Thank you so much to
those who made a
donation to the
Children’s Ministry in
memory of my mother,
Janice Quick. Your love
and generosity has been
felt tremendously since
her death in August.
-Blessings, Julie Uehlein
and family

Doug Thomas
from
The family of Janis Helms
Mrs. Helms’ family
would like to thank Doug
Thomas for his kindness
in building a ramp for
them in their time of
need. They are very
grateful for his long-time
commitment to our
church’s missions, both
local and international.

Encouragers’ Group
We will meet on Tuesday, June 19th at 122 West restaurant. Please notice
time change - we will now meet at 12:00 noon. -God bless, Linda Roberts
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The Good News

Connect

931.455.5434

Senior Pastor

Pastor Rickey Wade

Administrative Assistant
First Light/Outreach Ministry
Youth & Discipleship Ministry
Children’s Ministry
Senior’s Ministry
Henry Center Ministry
Dossett Chapel
Instrumental Music Director
Choir Director
Organist and Accompanist
Music Ministry (First Light)
Financial Assistant
Facilitator
Stephen Ministries

Mandy White
Jeff Harrison
Kris Roberts
Julie Uehlein
Esther J. Sims
Jeff Harrison
Mark Evans
Doug Clark
Adam Womack
Chris Blondin
John Cook
Katrina Walton
Elmo Birkhead
Larry Crabtree
Rosemary Crabtree

fumc@lighttube.net
pastorfumc@lighttube.net
931-222-0314
fumc@lighttube.net
jeffhfumc@lighttube.net
krisfumc@lighttube.net
childrensfumc@lighttube.net
ejsfumc@lighttube.net
jeffhfumc@lighttube.net
mark8070@icloud.com
doug.fumc@gmail.com
adam.womack@tcsedu.net
blondinmusic@bellsouth.net
johnjaniece@bellsouth.net
financefumc@lighttube.net
fumc23@lighttube.net
49crab@bellsouth.net
janecrab@bellsouth.net

Church Office Hours 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday -Friday
To receive
text messages & emails
from the
church to
keep you in the loop about everything that is
going on, just text the word CHURCH to 931452-4747 and click on the response. You may
also sign-up to receive texts from specific areas
of ministry. For our Youth Ministry, text
YOUTH; for our Children’s Ministry text
CHILDREN. Once your form is filled out, we
will begin sending you all the info you'll need.

Our main Facebook page
is First United Methodist
Church. We also have a
Youth page - FUMC
Tullahoma Youth Ministry;
and a Children’s page Children’s Ministry of
FUMC Tullahoma.

To receive this newsletter electronically and get The Good News faster, just
email Mandy at fumc@lighttube.net. Help us save paper, postage and time!
You can also find the newsletter on our website, fumctullahoma.com
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