July 2021
What Can I Do?
We may wonder, “What can I do that will make a difference?”
I will point out that the small everyday events of life are often
those with the greatest life-long impact. Jesus said, “Blessed
are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of
God” (Matthew 5:9).
An often-used prayer is that of Saint Francis of Assisi
(13th century):
“Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace; where there
is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy. O Divine Master, grant that I may
not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood, as to understand; to be loved, as to
love; for it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying
that we are born to eternal life.”
Also, worth noting is that one of the most coveted awards in the world is the Nobel Peace Prize.
We have a grand opportunity before us today and everyday – we have the opportunity to be a peacemaker. Being a peacemaker is not a title, it is a task. God calls all his children to engage actively in
making peace. This means that as Christians, we take the first step, extend our hand to our opponent,
and step to the front of the line in seeking (and giving) forgiveness.

Upcoming Sermons
The work and teachings of Jesus
according to Mark (series began in
June and concludes on September 5th)
July 4th
Mark 4:1-9
July 11th
(Pastor Rickey will be on vacation
July 5th-11th. Rev. Whitney
Mitchell will be filling in.)
July 18th
Mark 4:26-32
July 25th
Mark 35-41

Some will not take our hand in Christian unity, extend
it anyway; some will not forgive us, ask for it anyway;
some will hate us, love them anyway; and some will
not care for us, care for them anyway. The way we
choose to live our lives in the everyday moments really
does matter, and it will make a difference.
A Christian is one who treats all people with care and
compassion, one who loves those who seem unlovable,
and one who engages fully in the harvest. It is tempting
to decide who is deserving and who is not, but we must
always remember, God is the one who separates the
wheat from the tares.
-God bless, Pastor Rickey

Recordings of our 11am Traditional Service can be found on our website, www.fumctullahoma.com.
The most recent service is on our home page. Older recordings may be found
under the “media” tab. To receive a copy of Pastor Rickey’s sermon manuscript,
contact the church office at 931-455-5434 or fumc@lighttube.net
208 West Lauderdale Street - 931.455.5434 - www.fumctullahoma.com
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The Good News

Sunday Mornings
Nursery available from 8am-12noon
8am

Traditional Worship
Service, Sanctuary

9am

First Light Modern Service,
Family Activity Center

10am

Sunday School for all ages;
various locations

10:30am Dossett Chapel Sunday
School
11am

Traditional Worship
Service, Sanctuary
(streamed live on Facebook)

Ongoing Activities
Tuesdays
 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial
Assistance, 12-2pm
 Dossett Cub Scouts, 6:30-8pm; Dossett
Chapel
 Summer Bible Study, 7pm; Davidson
Hall
 Girl Scouts, 7-8:30pm; Scout room

What’s Happening In July
Saturday & Sunday, July 10th & 11th
Youth Trip
Sunday, July 18th
Summer Sunday School Pinewood
Derby Race, 10am; Gym
Tuesday-Thursday, July 20th-22nd
VBS, 10am-12pm
Sunday, July 25th
 VBS Sunday, 9am service; Family
Activity Center
 Sunday School Promotion Day, 10am;
Gym
 Youth Lake Party, 12-4pm; Jensens’
home
 Church Wide Pool Party, 5-7pm; DW
Wilson Splash Island

Wednesdays
 Wisdom Wednesdays (youth); morning
& evening video devotionals
Thursdays
 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial
Assistance, 12-2pm
 Henry Center Clothes Closet, 12-2pm

The Church Office will be closed
Monday, July 5th in observance
of Independence Day.

Children’s Ministry—Julie Uehlein

July 2021
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Sunday Mornings

Mark 10:14
10:14--1
“Jesus said, ‘Let the Little
Children come to me and
do not hinder them for the
Kingdom of God belongs
to such as these.’”

Nursery Hours
8 a.m. - 12 noon
Sunday School
10 a.m.; gym

***To receive communications relating to Children’s Ministry, text CHILDREN to 931-452-4747***

VBS is almost here and we are so excited! Look
for more details and registration soon.
We have all of Splash Island rented on Sunday,
July 25th so invite friends and families to join!
There is a fun celebration at our church on
August 1st. See page 7 of this newsletter for
more information. -Working with you, Julie

We had five children from the Children’s
Ministry attend Cedar Crest Camp last
month, what a blessing! L to R: Will
Harrison, Memphis Oswald, Hudson
Newton, Lexi and Haley Brown.

July
Calendar of Events
18th

We are having
a great time and
fellowship on
Sunday mornings
at 10am in the
gym. Join us on
July 18th for our
Pinewood Derby
Race.

Summer Sunday School
Pinewood Derby Race,
10am
20th- VBS, 10am-12noon; more
22nd
details to come
25th VBS Sunday, 9am; Gym
Sunday School Promotion
Sunday, 10am; Gym
Church-wide Pool Party,
5-7pm; Splash Island,
DW Wilson

Sermon Notes and activities available at each worship service. Have your child check them out.
They are available at the back of the Main Sanctuary and at the front table in the gym.
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Youth Ministry—Kris Roberts

The Good News

Senior Ministry—Esther J. Sims
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“In the morning, having risen a long while before
daylight, He went out and departed to a solitary
place, and there He prayed.” John 4:14
Did you ever realize that the notion of quiet time
comes from the example set by Jesus? Be like Jesus
and find time and space to be with the Father. What
better time to do this than at the beginning of our day?
Just two
more
months
before we
get back to Golden Circle. We will start back
Tuesday, September 7th
at 11:30am with Kris
Roberts, Director of
Youth Ministry as our
guest speaker. Please
put this event on your

Our altar flowers are so beautiful every Sunday
morning. Did you know that after Sunday services,
if the donor does not want to take them home,
these flowers are made up into smaller arrangements and taken to various people in the community? A card is
attached that reads: “These flowers have been on the altar at our
church. They have heard the hymns sung, the prayers offered and
the sermon preached. Now they come to share God's love with
you.” Please know what a blessing these flowers are to so many
people because of your love and generosity. It is a privilege for

July
Birthdays

You have until June 27th to sign-up
and make payment for our trip to
the Festivals of Wisdom and Grace
Conference at Lake Junaluska. The
conference is August 2nd-5th. This
four day, three night conference is
entitled: “Living Abundantly in the
Second Half of Life.” Cost is
$300.00 per person which includes
8 meals, three nights lodging, and
program plus much more.

Our “Christmas in
June” art activity was
a blast. We made fabric
quilted Christmas
ornaments without any
sewing. Several people
have asked if we will do
this again, I'm looking at
October. Let me know if
this is of interest to you.

6
6
14
15
16
21
22
25
26
29
29

Sam DiNicola
Ruby Hobbs
Dale Hunter, Jr.
Helen McClure
Shirley Moore
Charlotte Hatheway
Fuffy Bearden
Frank Steinle
Larry Warwick
Barbara Oakley
Dennis Hyde

VISIT SENIOR ADULT BULLETIN BOARD FOR UPCOMING EVENTS
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The Good News

Church Family,
The past year or so of the pandemic has found me lamenting many things. One of the things impacting me
the most is that of not being together in person. I guess I had taken for granted the importance of seeing
you face to face. Over these past months, such a longing has taken a toll. This came to my mind this year
during Annual Conference. Annual Conference is the regular business session of our connectional church
where budgets are passed, reports are processed, pastors are ordained and appointed, and so on. That work
can be done through a virtual process, and by doing so, the church can function for another year. Nevertheless, I missed seeing my friends, mentors, and those who mean so much to me as colleagues in pastoral
ministry. For some of my friends in ministry, Annual Conference is the only time I get to see them
and catch up. That really settled in on me this year during Annual Conference. However, something else
also settled in, just how much is missing in the normal fellowship and meeting of our local church. Technology is a great gift, and it allows us to do some things that we could not do otherwise, but nothing can
take the place of seeing one another face to face. Worshiping together, eating together, studying together,
and working together has no equal.
Therefore, I would like to lift up our WeConnect event on August 1st. If you do not know, I will let you
in on something, I am not a fan of having unified services. The reason being is that many of you use those
as an excuse to stay home or do something else. At our unified services we normally have about 75% of
our normal worship attendance. Nonetheless, I am willing to have such services for those things we cannot
do well otherwise. The WeConnect event is one of those things. The main focus of the event will be an
opportunity for all of us to worship together. We will have worship in the sanctuary at 10:00 a.m. I am
asking that you make plans to come. I would like to see our
sanctuary (and balcony) filled, not just full, but filled. Will you
help make this happen? After worship, food trucks will be setup
in front of the Family Activity Center to fill whatever hunger
craving you may have, but the real work will be happening in the
gym. We will have a ministry expo happening in the gym. We
Sunday, August 1st
want to showcase all the different opportunities for discipleship,
10am
Unified
Service, Sanctuary
fellowship, and service going on in/through Tullahoma First UMC.
Expo to follow
If you want to know about a Sunday School class, the work at
Family
Activity Center
Dossett or the Henry Center, mission trips to Guatemala or Latvia,
children’s ministries, youth ministries, senior ministries, and on
The WeConnect Expo will
the list goes, come to the expo. Not only will you have the opporfeature tables full of the various
tunity to learn about what is going on, you will learn about ways
opportunities at Tullahoma
you can volunteer and serve. If you have friends or neighbors that
FUMC in regards to discipleship,
fellowship, and service. Our
you have been talking to about church, this will be a wonderful
goal
is to present a clear picture
opportunity to bring them with you to see all the ways available
of
what
our church has to offer,
to journey with Jesus and one another at Tullahoma First UMC.
giving you the ability to easily
find a comfortable place in
My prayer is that we would all reconnect as WeConnect in areas
which
to grow or sow using
of discipleship, fellowship, and service. Please plan to come and
your own talents and gifts.
see how you may connect and serve in the work Christ has for us
We are so excited to WeConnect
in Tullahoma. Moreover, come and showcase a ministry, mission,
with you! No matter the time or
or work near to your heart. I would even hope this event/time
the reason, we WELCOME you
would be a springboard for new ministries or connections. Please
home.
make plans to participate, attend, and invite others.
FOOD TRUCKSMUSIC
-God bless, Pastor Rick
DOOR PRIZES
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Discipleship Ministry—Kris Roberts
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Missions & Opportunities to Serve
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The Good News

The Henry Center—Jeff Harrison
I had the opportunity to volunteer at the Henry Center because some of our
volunteers were on vacation (Yes, we let them take vacation!). It was a great
time, and so rewarding to be able to help people in our community who have
legitimate needs. I was volunteering with a new recruit of the past couple of
weeks. They are new to the church and so in our downtime, we had a chance to
chat and get to know one another a little better. This is something about serving that I think a lot of
people miss. When you serve, you usually don't do it alone. And serving opportunities usual have
some (or a lot) downtime. People naturally talk to one another, even if it's about the task at hand. If
you feel like you love the church, love the worship, but don't really know "people," I would encourage
you to serve. The Henry Center currently needs volunteers, even for just the summer months or a
random week or day here and there. I encourage you to serve so that you can know better the people
you are standing next to when you worship. -In Christ, Jeff
The Henry Center is a helping ministry of First United Methodist Church. God has commanded us in
His word to serve our local community by helping those who need it. We do this in various ways, but
the primary ways the Henry Center has chosen to do this is through assistance with food (our food
bank), helping with utility bills and rent (financial assistance), and clothing, household goods,
furniture (our clothes closet). This ministry has helped thousands of Tullahoma and Coffee County
residents and it is because of
the willingness of volunteers
-Volunteers picking up donated
and the financial support of
items from Ascend Credit Union’s
the church, that this ministry
Food Drive for the Henry Center.
continues to support so
many.
Currently we are looking for
a Spanish speaking volunteer for the Clothes Closet.
You would be needed on
Thursdays from 12-2pm. If
you feel like this is an area
where God is calling you to
serve, please contact us.

At FUMC there are many ways to give:
Electronic: Visit our website, www.fumctullahoma.com, and click the online giving link.
Bank drafts & automatic payments can be set up with Katrina in the finance office.
Text: If you would like to use your phone to give, simply text “Give2fumc” to 732-56 and
follow the prompts.
Weekly envelopes can be requested from Katrina.
For more information, please contact Katrina Walton in the Finance Office
at 455-7127 or financefumc@lighttube.net. Thank you for giving!
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Dossett Chapel—Jeff Ellison
Well, we had a wonderful year of “Wonderful Wednesdays” with the kids at Dossett and ended our
year at the end of the school year with a “Luau” party. We and the kids had a wonderful time. Although we spent most of last year just handing out bags of goodies for the kids, due to COVID concerns, we still connected with the kids and their families, supplying wheelchair ramps, beds, AC units,
and fixing up what we could for their families in their apartments.
We’ll take a summer break and hopefully we’ll be able to start the school year in a much more traditional “Wonderful Wednesdays” format. We’re continuing to have Sunday School, that we started
back a few weeks ago after we all got our vaccinations and felt safe. And we’re continuing with our
Family Scouting activities. This summer we’ll be doing more campouts with the kids and teaching
them all the learning experiences Scouting provides.
We’re hoping we get some of our volunteers to come back after the summer break, (or before for
Sunday School and/or Family Scouting). And we’re hoping to do more for the families as
we reach out to them in their homes to try and assist and make their lives better.
-God Bless, Jeff Ellison

Attendance

Finance

Average Attendance 2021

May 2021
Revenue
YTD Budget
$ 346,390
Received
$ 336,231
Expenditures
YTD Budget
$ 346,390
Disbursed
$ 312,686

8:00 a.m. Worship
First Light Worship
11:00 a.m. Worship
Total
Sunday School

55
83
71
209
56

Trustees—Bill Bates
Foyer Doors Available. The Trustees are offering four interior doors in a
closed bid process. These hollow-core doors previously opened into the
Sanctuary from the Narthex. Each door measures 23”W x 88”H. If interested,
please submit your sealed bid to the Financial Office by July 30th stating
your unit price bid (per door) and how many doors you wish to
purchase. Use the subject line “Foyer Doors Bid.” Highest
bidder(s) will be notified to arrange for pickup.
A door will be available for viewing in the first floor hallway
of the church near the elevator, beginning July 1st. All doors
are of similar construction and condition.
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Connectional Corner—Craig Diller

The Good News

2021 Tennessee Annual Conference
The 2021 Tennessee Annual Conference (AC) was held virtually on June 10th and 11th. Almost all of
the Conference activity centered around the merger of the Tennessee Annual and the Memphis Annual
Conferences. Both approved the merger at their respective 2019 AC’s. Since then, countless people
have been working to make the smooth union of the two conferences. One resolution approved at this
year’s Conference, was the approval of all the actions for the merger since the last AC. The final requirement is the Southeast Jurisdictional Conference (SJC) approval, which is expected at their specially called virtual meeting on July 21st (see below). A combined 2022 budget was approved for the
new Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference (TWK).
There were three other resolutions presented at the Annual Conference. All resolutions were approved:
 National Day of Awareness for Missing & Murdered Native Women & Girls
 Rental/Housing Allowances for Retired, Disabled, or Former Clergypersons of the Tennessee
Conference
 Authorizing Changes in Conference Relationship of Martin Methodist College (due to acquisition by the University of Tennessee) to become UT Southern
The final legislative task was the approval of church closures and the realignment of various Charges.
Of the 10 closures, 2 were due to declining membership, while 8 were due to the local congregation’s
disaffiliation from the United Methodist Church.
The Service of Licensing, Commissioning, and Ordination was held for the candidates of both the Tennessee and Memphis conferences on Saturday, June 19. It was broadcasted via live stream from West
End UMC in Nashville. The following were added to Methodist ministry from the Tennessee Annual
Conference:
 20- Certified and re-certified Lay Ministers
 8 - First time local Pastors
 2 – Associate members
 4 - Commissioned Provisional Elders
 1 - Ordained Deacon and full member of the Conference
 5 - Ordained Elders and full members of the Conference
This was the final Annual Conference of the Tennessee Conference as next year the Annual Conference will be known as the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Annual Conference.
2021 Southeast Jurisdictional Conference
It was announced in May that the College of Bishops of the Southeast Jurisdictional Conference (SJC),
called a special session of the SJC to be held virtually on July 21, 2021. The primary purpose of this
special session is to vote on the proposed resolution to merge the Memphis Annual Conference and the
Tennessee Annual Conference into the Tennessee-Western Kentucky (TWK) Conference. If approved
as expected, the merged conference will officially launch on January 1, 2022. Other items on the very
limited agenda are reports on the SJC pandemic response, the work of anti-racism in the jurisdiction
and moving the SJC forward over the next 18 months.
-Craig Diller, Lay Member to Annual Conference
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Keeping In Prayers
Marty Bond
Brenda Wagnon & family
(friend of Kenny Helms)
Judy Fitch
Joyce Bobo
Mary Middleton

Edith Gammon
Joyce Mathis
Gina Henshaw (daughter
of Kay Crosswy)
Peggy Marshall
Tim Counts

Toni & Bill Overton
Verna Hastings
Mary Alice Hollinshead
Ruby Hobbs
Nancy Wright
Mary Lou Barnett

If you have someone you would like to add to the prayer list, please contact the
church office at 455-5434 or fumc@lighttube.net. Also, if you have updates
about your loved one currently on the prayer list, please contact the office
with that information. It is important for us to have the most accurate
information so that we may provide the appropriate congregational care.

Memorials
Rosemary Starnes
from
Betty Collier
Rick & Karen Wells
Charlotte Hatheway
Jerry & Joyce Mathis
Lex & Lynn Hutcheson
Martha Ervin

Jim Hawkins
from
Martha Ervin
Ryan Logan
from
WC & Jane Anne Driver
Buddy Chellstorp
from
Bertha Bates

Barbara TeVrucht
from
Bertha Bates
Lex & Lynn Hutcheson
Martha Ervin
Bob & Lynn Van Patten
Henry, McCord, Bean,
Miller & Gabriel

With Sympathy
Mr. Buddy Chellstorp passed away May
26th. A service was held June 5th at
Kilgore Funeral Home.
Mrs. Barbara TeVrucht passed away June
7th. No services planned at this time.

Altar Flowers
The following date is available for providing Altar
flowers: July 18th. If you would like to provide flowers
in memory of or in honor of a loved one, please contact
the church office, 455-5434 or fumc@lighttube.net.
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Connect
Senior Pastor
Administrative Assistant
First Light/Outreach Ministry
Youth & Discipleship Ministry
Youth Girls Ministry Associate
Children’s Ministry
Senior’s Ministry
Henry Center Ministry
Dossett Chapel
Traditional Music Ministry
Organist and Accompanist
Music Ministry (First Light)
Financial Assistant
Facilitator

Rickey Wade
Mandy White
Jeff Harrison
Kris Roberts
Megan Dauzat
Julie Uehlein
Esther J. Sims
Jeff Harrison
Jeff Ellison
Doug Clark
Chris Blondin
John Cook
Katrina Walton
Elmo Birkhead

pastorfumc80@gmail.com
fumc@lighttube.net
jeffhfumc@lighttube.net
krisfumc@lighttube.net
megandauzat@gmail.com
childrensfumc@lighttube.net
ejsfumc@lighttube.net
jeffhfumc@lighttube.net
jeff.ellison@me.com
doug.fumc@gmail.com
blondinmusic@bellsouth.net
johnjaniece@bellsouth.net
financefumc@lighttube.net
fumc23@lighttube.net

208 West Lauderdale Street  www.fumctullahoma.com
Church Office: 931-455-5434 or fumc@lighttube.net  Pastor Rickey’s Cell: 931-222-0314
Finance Office: 931-455-7127 or financefumc@lighttube.net
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8am-4pm  Fridays, 8am-12pm

To receive text
messages & emails
from the church to
keep you in the loop
about everything that
is going on, just text the word church to 931-452-4747
and click on the response. You may also signup to
receive texts from specific areas of ministry. For our
Youth Ministry, text youth; for our Children’s
Ministry, text children; for our Senior Adults ministry,
text fumcsam . Once your form is filled out, we will
begin sending you all the info you'll need.

Our main Facebook page is First
United Methodist Church.
We also have a Youth page FUMC Tullahoma Youth Ministry;
and a Children’s page - Children’s
Ministry of FUMC Tullahoma.

To receive this newsletter electronically, just email Mandy at fumc@lighttube.net. Help us save paper,
postage and time! You can also find the newsletter on our website, www.fumctullahoma.com
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