July 2018

The Message—Pastor Rickey Wade
Revere the LORD
We have spent some time this summer in First Samuel; I thought it would be
good to cover something not mentioned in any of my messages. In the third
chapter of First Samuel, one finds the call of Samuel. At the time, Samuel
was a young boy and unaware of God’s calling. The text even goes
so far as to say that “The word of the LORD was rare in those days;
visions were not widespread” (v. 3:1). Nevertheless, God calls
Samuel, but Samuel does not understand and believes it to be
Eli (the old priest) who has called him. After Samuel goes
to Eli three times saying, “here I am for you called me,” Eli
realizes that God is calling Samuel. Eli instructs Samuel
how to respond and sends Samuel back to wait for God. God
does call again, and Samuel responds. However, what God tells
Samuel is hard.
What God told Samuel was that the wickedness of Eli’s two sons (Hophni and Phinehas) would not be forgiven by sacrifice, and that God held Eli accountable for their wicked action. The next morning, Samuel was
afraid to tell Eli what God had spoken, but Eli insisted to know what God had said to the lad. Here is one of
the important aspects of the story. Samuel told Eli what God had said, and Eli responded, “It is the LORD;
let him do what seems good to him” (v. 3:18b).
The important aspect is Eli’s action upon hearing the pronouncement of God. Eli did not brush off the word
of God, he did not infer that Samuel was mistaken, and he did not insist that God had no right. Upon hearing
such a word from God, many today would simply say, “I will not worship a God who would do such a
thing!” Eli had the choice to say such, but he did not. It could be that Eli (the old priest who did not correct
his sons, probably out of what he considered to be love) understood a great deal more of God than many
scholars today. Eli understood the great divide between the infinite God and a finite human. Eli understood
that God, who defines right and wrong, is always right and just in judgement. In other words, what God
wants is the way it should be, regardless of what we think.
God has ordained the way for humanity to live; this way is outlined in the Old and New Testaments of the
Bible. We may not always like what God has ordained, it may even be painful for us at times; God may even
make us mad at times. However, God is God, and we are not. 2 Peter 3:9 tells us, “The Lord is not slow
about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for
all to come to repentance.” It is not God’s desire that any one of us would perish without salvation, however,
the choice is ours. We can choose to revere God or follow our own thinking. Be careful then, that the
“wise” of this world do not lead you away from the worship and reverence of God.
-God bless, Pastor Rickey

Upcoming Sermons
July 1st
July 8th
July 15th
July 22nd
July 29th

The Role of Christians in Society (Romans 13:1-10)
Strength & Weakness (2 Corinthians 5b-10)
Kris Roberts preaching
You Give Them Something to Eat (Saint Mark 6:30-44)
Sharing Faith (Ephesians 3:14-19) [Promotion Sunday]

Pastor Rick’s sermons are added to our website on Sundays, after the 11 a.m. service. Go to www.fumctullahoma.com,
select the “podcast” tab and then you may scroll down on that page and select the sermon you want to listen to.

208 West Lauderdale Street - 931.455.5434 - www.fumctullahoma.com
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Sunday Mornings

Calendar

Worship—Traditional Service in the
Sanctuary
9 a.m.
Worship—First Light Modern Service
in the Family Activity Center
10 a.m.
One Room Sunday School - Family
Activity Center
10:30 a.m. Dossett Chapel Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship—Traditional Service in the
Sanctuary

The Good News

8 a.m.

Ongoing Activities
Tuesdays
 Henry Center Food Pantry/Financial Assistance,
10:30 a.m.
 Boy Scouts 7-8 p.m.
Thursdays
 Henry Center Food Pantry/Financial Assistance,
10:30 a.m.
 Henry Center Clothes Closet, 12-2 p.m.
Fridays
 Adult Art Group, 10 a.m., art room, main bldg.

What’s Happening In July
Wednesday, July 4th - Church Office is closed
Monday, July 9th - Church Council Work
Session (see page 8)
Sunday, July 15th - Senior Adult trip “Grease” & Dinner in Wodbury, TN; Depart
Family Activity Center at 12:30 p.m.; cost $30
Tuesday, July 17th - Encouragers’ Luncheon,
12 p.m. noon; Ruby Tuesday’s
Sunday, July 29th - Sunday School Promotion
Sunday
Sunday, July 29th - Youth Lake Party
Sunday, July 29th - Church-wide Pool Party at
Splash Island (D.W. Wilson), 6-8 p.m.

Please note that during the months of
June and July the church office hours
will be slightly modified. Monday Thursday will be the normal hours of 8
a.m. - 4:30 p.m. On Fridays, the office
will close at 12:30 p.m. In August, we
will return to normal office hours.

You are invited to a reception for
Charlie and Juanita Bair celebrating their 50th Wedding Anniversary
on Saturday, July 7th, 7 - 9:30 p.m.
at Estill Springs Community Center,
202 Eastbrook Rd. No gifts please.
Optional--wear your dancing shoes.

Just for Fun
Cryptogram
Directions:
In a cryptogram, letters
of the alphabet are being
represented by other letters (the letters above the
boxes). For example, in
the first word, the letter
K (above the box) represents the letter Y, and
the letter X represents
the letter O.
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Children’s Ministry—Julie Uehlein
Jesus said, “Let the Little Children
come to me and do not hinder them
for the Kingdom of God belongs to
such as these” Mark 10:14-1
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Sundays
Nursery Hours
8 a.m. - 12 noon
Sunday School
10 a.m. Family Activity Center

***To receive communications relating to Children’s Ministry, text CHILDREN to 931-452-4747***
Summer break is half way over…how is that even possible?
I hope everyone is making great memories.
VBS was a great time! We had so many amazing volunteers
help in this outreach ministry with over 70 attendees. A sincere
thank you to all that helped and especially to our coordinator,
Beth Harrison.
We are looking for someone to help lead the 2nd – 3rd grade
Sunday School class this Fall. Please prayerfully consider, as
you will be so blessed by the sweet kiddos.
teamKID is moving to a new time of 10:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
on four Sundays from August – November. This will be a fun
time consisting of Bible science, games and mission outreach.
We will need several volunteers of all ages; please contact me
for more details.
There are some great things in the works for the Fall. Do you
have a suggestion or thought? I would love to hear from you.
Thank you for the honor of loving and serving your children.
-Be blessed, Miss Julie
Our nursery
is available
for children
who have
not yet entered elementary
school, when age appropriate
classes are not offered. While
your child is in the nursery,
he/she is learning the song
“Jesus Loves Me” and
hearing The Lord’s Prayer
before snack.

June 17th - 22nd, the Children’s
Ministry sent the following campers
to Cedar Crest: Matthew Bond, Will
Bond, Lexi Brown, Will Harrison,
Breanna Oswald, Memphis Oswald
and Miles Dickerson.
A fun time was had by all and it is
great to know they connected to our
Creator in so many ways.

Calendar of Events:
July
29th
29th

Sunday School Promotion Sunday, 10 a.m., Family
Activity Center
Churchwide Pool Party at Splash Island , 6-8 p.m.

August
5th
Sunday School resumes; if your child is age 3 and potty
trained, he/she may begin Sunday School on this date.
The next start date is January 6th, 2019
12th Parent meeting, 10:45 a.m.; art room
19th teamKID, 10:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m.; SOUL Lounge

Sermon Notes and activities available at each worship service. Have your child check them out.
They are available at the front and back of the Main Sanctuary and at the front table in the gym.
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Youth Ministry—Kris Roberts

The Good News

New discussion
series @ the House

Senior Ministry—Esther J. Sims

July 2018
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Thought for the Month - Cultivating a thankful heart
“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as
members of one body you were called to peace. And be
thankful.” Colossians 3:15
A pastor tells the story about a ministerial student who lived
in Evanston, Illinois, and was part of a lifesaving squad on the
banks of Lake Michigan. One night, a ship went aground on
the lake and the ministerial student was called into action. He
waded again and again into the frigid waters to rescue 17 passengers. And in the process, the sub-zero
temperatures left his health permanently damaged. Many years later at his funeral, it was mentioned that he
had saved 17 lives that night, and was left disabled in the process. Someone mentioned, “Those passengers
must have been so grateful.” To which a family member responded, “Come to think of it, not one of them
ever thanked him.” Thankfulness seems to be a lost art today. Many people don’t see the value in stopping
to acknowledge the kindness of others – or of God, who sent His only Son to die for our sins.
Take time to cultivate a heart of thankfulness to others, and to God!

July Happenings…
Wednesday, July 4th - Church office
closed. Be safe and have an
enjoyable day!
Sunday, July 15th - Senior Adult trip - “Grease”
& Dinner in Wodbury, TN; Depart Family
Activity Center at 12:30 p.m.; cost $30
Tuesday, July 17th - Encouragers’ Luncheon,
12 p.m. noon; Ruby Tuesday’s
Sunday, July 29th - Sunday School Promotion
Sunday

Memorial Day flags
given in honor of
Bill Swann

July Birthdays
6
6
14
15
16

21 Charlotte Hatheway
Sam DiNicola
24 Joe Simmons
Ruby Hobbs
Dale Hunter, Jr. 25 Frank Steinle
Helen McClure 26 Larry Warwick
29 Barbara Oakley
Shirley Moore
29 Dennis Hyde

Tea on the
Mountain

Happy Birthday!!!
Join us for an afternoon of music, fun and good
food. GREASE is a 1972 musical about Danny
Zuko and Sandy Olsson (in the movie played by
John Travolta & Olivia Newton John) falling in
love and dancing their way through their senior
year at Rydell High. Maybe you can even bring
a friend and listen to such songs as Grease
Lightning, Blue Moon, Tears on my Pillow and
many, many more. Afterwards, we will have
dinner at D & J's Pizza and Steak House. We
have eaten there before and everyone loved the
food. Sign-ups will begin in a couple of weeks.

Prayer quilt blessings
Check Senior Adult Bulletin Board weekly
for updates, photos and more details.
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First Light & Outreach Ministry—Jeff Harrison

The Good News

Hey everyone,
We are in the planning stages of moving First Light
forward. I was speaking with John Cook the other day
and we were discussing future possibilities of what
First Light could and should be. I was explaining
how I would love First Light to be outreach and
others focused. In some ways, we are already that
way, but in others we are not. Instead of waiting for
the future of First Light to be fully realized, we can make
some changes now that will dramatically change the way we do ministry through the First Light service. So
what does a service look like that is others focused? Think back on the last time you were at First Light. Did
you notice any visitors? How about someone you see every week, but you don't know their name. How did
you interact with those folks? Others focused is more about a mindset and less about individual actions. We
aren't legalist and setting rules that say, you have to have X amount of interactions on a Sunday morning. No,
that's idiotic and not productive. But you can have a mindset that is others focused every week. Pastor Rickey
mentioned it on Sunday. Every church thinks it's warm and welcoming. I believe that we are. But we can always do more to connect with the people who attend regularly and also those who choose to visit our church.
I count it a great privilege to have guests at our church. We have what seems like a thousand churches in our
town and yet, you have decided to visit ours? What an honor! Here are a couple of areas to focus on to be
more others focused.
1. Look for visitors - if someone looks lost, they probably are. Greet them and help them. Let them know you
are glad they are here, and also where the bathroom is. I greeted a family on Sunday and told them where the
bathroom was. They said, thanks because they had small children and said they always seem to need the bathroom at the wrong time.
2. Look for people you don't know - not everyone is a visitor so that can make it a little more awkward. If I
don't know someone, which still happens after three and a half years, I just say, "I don't think we have met
yet, I'm Jeff." If we have met, they usually say, "Oh yes we have." or they just introduce themselves. Either
way, let's extend grace and get to know one another.
3. Find the lonely - is someone not included? Sitting by themselves? Invite them into what you are doing. I
always like to ask people and especially visitors if they would like to sit with me and my family. Our family
takes up a whole row, but we don't care, we always make room.
The principle here is loving one another. We will be set apart, a holy people if we can love one another.
Again, I think we do a good job of this, but I want to remind us all, people are watching, and we can always
be more others focused.
-In Christ, Jeff
Jan Dent
serves in
many ways
for the First
Communion Servers
Light service. She coordinates our greeters who
Once a month
greet and pass out bulletins every Sunday morning.
Coffee
She also volunteers on our Tech team and recently
Once a month on rotation
ran tech for VBS! She serves the larger church by
Tech Team
filling in for our admin assistants when they are
Every / every other week
away, creates graphics for our announcements in the
Worship Team
hallways, counts offerings, etc. She does it all!
Every /every other week
Thank you Jan for all the ways you serve. We so
Contact Jeff @ jeffhfumc@lighttube.net for more info.
appreciate you!
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Discipleship Ministry—Kris Roberts
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The Good News
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Moving FUMC Forward

Church Family:
In my message of May 13, 2018, Leaders Rise Up, I asked that we do three things: 1) For our Church Council
to begin a process of forward-thinking, planning for the next 12, 60, and 120 months. 2) Focus on discipleship
(creating followers of Christ) through congregational care, visitor engagement (Guest Services), and accountability (groups and organization). 3) Marketing our church to the community, the idea being that we want the
community to feel as though First Untied Methodist is their church even if they do not attend here (but we
hope they will).
Our Church Council has welcomed the challenge, and has planned a work session for July 9, 2018 at 6:00
p.m. The Council is looking to engage and lead our congregation through a process of discerning God’s call
for our work. To do this we will need much help and participation. At the July 9 meeting, we hope to gather
before God, pray, and breakout into teams that will look at the different areas to discern God’s leading. This
is where we need help and input. We will have the following areas of discernment for “Moving FUMC Forward:”
First Light – First Light is looking for people interested in Visioning for the future. What, when and
where will First Light be in 2, 5 and 10 years? What is First Light's role in outreach for the whole church?
Jeff Harrison is facilitating this group.
Congregational Care - We need people to serve in creating strategies for how to best connect and reconnect our current members. Can we connect shut-ins with Life Groups, or individual ministries of the
church? How do we best keep people from disappearing and no one takes notice? Julie Uehlein is
facilitating this group.
Guest Services - We need people to serve in helping us think about how we interact with first time guests
to our church. Who is saying hello? How do they know where's the bathroom? How does the staff get
notified of their presence? Esther Sims is facilitating this group.
Marketing - We need people to serve in discovering how to best market the church so that all of Tullahoma feels that FUMC is their church. How do we capitalize on social media, advertising, and our website? Rickey Wade is facilitating this group.
Life Groups - We need people to serve in discerning how to best move our Life Group Ministry forward.
How do we connect people relationally, so they can grow spiritually? How do we get the people into
the groups? Kris Roberts is facilitating this group.
All interested parties can volunteer and get any questions answered
at MovingFUMCforward@gmail.com (just send us an email). You can also call the church office to
volunteer or get more information. I am excited by the desire and enthusiasm within the church to
share Christ with our community.
Please come to the work session on July 9 at 6:00 p.m. Each person will be part of a group tasked
with discerning how we can move forward in one of the above areas. You will not be assigned to a
life-long committee. We will do this work, create ideas and goals for our August Church Council
meeting, and move forward.
God bless, Pastor Rickey
Seedbed Daily Text
Seedbed Daily Text is a short devotional that is delivered to your email box each morning.
https://www.seedbed.com/daily-text-subscribe
Seedbed also offers an opportunity for people to come together online and interact around the
content of the Daily Text. These groups are called Bands. Pastor Rickey is currently in the process
of creating a Band. If you think you might be interested in participating, please contact him.
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Missions & Opportunities to Serve
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The Henry Center—Jeff Harrison
Hey Everyone,
The Henry Center is doing wonderful ministry within our community. We have
added some new faces to the staff in the last couple of months, but there is always a
need for more people to get involved at the Henry Center. If you would like more info
on how to get involved, please contact me. We have had to cut back in the amount we
are giving away in financial assistance, but the need is still great. Everything that you give goes directly to
those who need it the most. Please consider giving on the 1st and 3rd Sundays during communion at the
traditional and First Light services. We will be open in July but we be doing food assistance only. This will
help us with budgetary needs for the rest of the year. Thank you church for all you do in providing for our
community.
-In Christ, Jeff

Dossett Organizational Meeting

Dickerson LifeGroup just after
preparing give-away bags for the
Heart & Sole 5K Fundraiser in May.

June 27th at 6 p.m. in Davidson Hall.
Session will examine what we have done in the past
and plot a way forward for Dossett in 2018-19. We
invite everyone who has worked at Dossett in the past,
present, or who would be interested in working this
year to attend. Focus will be on:
1. Refining our mission: discern the work God is
calling us to at Dossett.
2. Setting goals/milestones for the coming year.
3. Organizing and planning our calendar for 2018-19.

One Room Sunday School Mission Projects in June
June 10th
First
Responders

“Healing on the Hill”

June 17th
East Lincoln
Elementary School

Save the date for Partner for Healing’s biggest fundraiser of the year “Healing on the Hill”
August 25th held in Lynchburg on BBQ Hill. All proceeds raised go straight to fund patient
care and clinic needs. If you would like to be a sponsor, donate an item or be a volunteer
please contact Michelle Carmack at 931-455-5014 ext. 103.
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Trustees—Bill Bates
We are in the process of negotiating the costs of our insurance coverage for August 15, 2018 thru August
14, 2019. Frank Lamborn of Lester, Greene and McCord has worked with us for a number of years and
considers this his last “big” project before retirement in the near future.
Several years ago, our church’s insurance coverage cost over $32,000 annually and had increased due to
some unfortunate claims. Good fortune and emphasis on safety have helped reduce our insurance expense to about $22,000 for this year, even with additional coverages added in the last couple of years.
Speaking of coverage, our major ones are property and liability. We have coverage of over $7.8 million
on our facilities, about $1 million for contents, and general liability of $2 million. We have Professional
Liability, Business Auto, Directors and Officers Liability, Employment Practices Liability, Workers
Compensation, Pastoral Counseling, Sexual Misconduct Liability and Crime/Employee Dishonesty. We
also have a few special coverages, such as the harp.
Insurance is an important aspect of our Church’s annual expense and represents about 23% of the Trustees budget this year. Everything we can do to promote safety and reduce loss helps reduce our cost
since risk assessment by insurance companies is largely based on claims.

Bringing FUMC Tullahoma to
your phone with Near2
We are partnering with a member of our
congregation and local tech entrepreneur,
Leigh Fogle, to deliver relevant and timely
information about Church happenings directly to your phones. This will
include the weekly bulletin, information
about services, Sunday School, special
events and more.

Attendance
Average Attendance 2018 YTD
8:00 a.m. Worship
First Light Worship
11:00 a.m. Worship
Total

70
144
128
342

Sunday School
Dossett Sunday School
Total

119
9
128

Finance
May 2018
Revenue
YTD Budget $377,992
Received
$340,848
Expenditures
YTD Budget $398,459
Disbursed
$362,179

Near2 is an app you can download now in
the iTunes or Google Play store. Once
downloaded, it will bring up-to-date information directly to your phone based on your
location; so, when you walk into the church
on Sunday, you will get a notification message to download that week’s information
and bulletin.
We encourage you to download the app to
start getting information delivered directly
to you...which will also help us save printing and paper costs! For more information,
you can visit www.near2.co.

July 2018
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Keeping In Prayers
Ruby Hobbs
The Lanzara family (family of
Angie Piche)
Pastor Jason Duff (friend of
the McNabbs)
Billy Guinn (mother of Penny
Barnes)
Frances Ward (sister of Martha
Carden)
Jim Waters (father of Wendy
Campbell)
Sherri Sells (sister-in-law of
Steve & Tommie Hoagland)
Jimmy Weddington (son of
Emily Weddington)

Janis Helms (mother of Kenny
Helms)
Lloyd Long (brother of Sylvia
Garner)
David Bond
Emily Weddington
Dewitt Cox
Pete & Pam Asmann (family
of Marcia Massengill)
Gerry Benoit (friend of Steve
& Tommie Hoagland)
Mary Alice Hollinshead
Leon Smith
Bertha Smith
Debbie Gill (sister of Viki Blondin)

Rebecca Doherty (sister of John
Prebola)
Helen Smith
Forrest Frame
Robert Breezley
Dylan Piche, Matthew Piche,
Daniella Lennon (siblings of
Angie Smith)
Amy Gervais (family of Mary Smith)
Melba Mahrenholz
Carolyn Graham (sister of Bob
Prater)
The family of Billy Roy & Dale
Murray (Nancy Wright’s family)

Memorials

With Sympathy

Ted Helms
From
William Payne, Jr.
W. M. & Nina Payne
Brian & Linda Roberge
Henry McCord
Jay & Marilyn Hiatt
Dan & Fran Marcum
Ricky & Susan Francis
Melvin & Rebecca Taylor
Ann & John Stuart
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Brasher
Adam Blackwell
John & Reba Shipp
Sandra Ennis
Frances & Jason Blackwell
Keith & Beth Kirby
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Raney
Lynn & Holt Cason
Joe & Ann Lester
Lisa Cole

Brian Skelton’s father, Gerald
Richard Skelton, passed Saturday,
June 16th. Services were held Monday, June 18th in Bells, TN

Cecilia Loudermilk
from
Joe & Ann Lester
Larry & Lisa Overman

Encouragers’ Group
We will meet on Tuesday, July 17th at Ruby
Tuesday’s. Please notice time change - we will
now meet at 12:00 noon.
God bless, Linda Roberts

Altar Flowers
The following dates are available for
providing Altar flowers: July 22nd and
July 29th. If you would like to provide
flowers in memory of or in honor of a
loved one, please contact Mandy in the
church office, 455-5434 or
fumc@lighttube.net.
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Connect

931.455.5434

fumc@lighttube.net

Senior Pastor

Pastor Rickey Wade

Administrative Assistant
First Light/Outreach Ministry
Youth & Discipleship Ministry
Children’s Ministry
Senior’s Ministry
Henry Center Ministry
Instrumental Music Director
Choir Director
Organist and Accompanist
Music Ministry (First Light)
Financial Assistant
Facilitator
Stephen Ministries

Mandy White
Jeff Harrison
Kris Roberts
Julie Uehlein
Esther J. Sims
Jeff Harrison
Doug Clark
Adam Womack
Chris Blondin
John Cook
Katrina Walton
Elmo Birkhead
Larry Crabtree
Rosemary Crabtree

pastorfumc@lighttube.net
931-222-0314
fumc@lighttube.net
jeffhfumc@lighttube.net
krisfumc@lighttube.net
childrensfumc@lighttube.net
ejsfumc@lighttube.net
jeffhfumc@lighttube.net
doug.fumc@gmail.com
adam.womack@tcsedu.net
blondinmusic@bellsouth.net
johnjaniece@bellsouth.net
financefumc@lighttube.net
fumc23@lighttube.net
49crab@bellsouth.net
janecrab@bellsouth.net

Church Office Hours 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday -Thursday, 8 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Friday

To receive
text messages & emails
from the
church to
keep you in the loop about everything that is
going on, just text the word CHURCH to 931452-4747 and click on the response. You may
also sign-up to receive texts from specific areas
of ministry. For our Youth Ministry, text
YOUTH; for our Children’s Ministry text
CHILDREN. Once your form is filled out, we
will begin sending you all the info you'll need.

Our main Facebook page
is First United Methodist
Church. We also have a
Youth page - FUMC
Tullahoma Youth Ministry;
and a Children’s page Children’s Ministry of
FUMC Tullahoma.

To receive this newsletter electronically and get The Good News faster, just
email Mandy at fumc@lighttube.net. Help us save paper, postage and time!
You can also find the newsletter on our website, fumctullahoma.com
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