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Wise People 

 

 Most of us have seen the church sign that reads, “Wise men still  
seek Him!”  It is a true statement.  Wise people seek to know  
the Lord, and follow in his will. Obviously, the reference to  
wise men is that of the Magi who followed the star in the  
East until it stopped over the place where they found  
Jesus and his mother Mary (Saint Matthew 2:11).   
When they found him, they worshipped him.   
They presented gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.   
What may not be so obvious is who the Magi were,  
and how they would have been viewed by the Jewish leaders. 
 “Magi” is the Greek word which we may translate as astrologer, or even magician.  
They were soothsayers, people who looked to the stars for signs from the gods.  They were 
Pagans who worshipped any number of gods, but did not know the God of Israel.  The Magi 
would not have been people respected by the Jewish leaders.  They would have been  
considered unclean Gentiles with whom a pious Jew should refrain from association. (As a 
reference to Israel’s rejection of divination, soothsaying, and such read Leviticus 19:26 and 
Deuteronomy 18:10).  Nevertheless, the Magi were looking for the Savior of the world while 
the Jewish leaders were content to hang around the Temple. 
 Maybe the message of Saint Matthew is that Jesus is the Savior of all people.  This 
means that Jesus came for all people – for instance, “It is not those who are healthy who need 
a physician, but those who are sick” (Saint Matthew 9:12).  This is a message for those of the 
Church, and those not associated with the Church. 
 For those of the Church this means that we should realize that God is tremendously  
interested in the lost.  This also means that folks of the Church must step outside of our  
normal group and build real relationships with those who do not know Christ.  For those not 
associated with the Church this means God is looking for them, longing for them, and  
graciously calling them into a saving relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 In either case, the story of Jesus calls us all to repentance.  All of us need to change our 
ways such that our ways are in line with Jesus’ ways.  This is true for those in the Church, and 
those who are not.  That is to say, we all need to be looking for Jesus.  Why? Because Jesus 
said, “I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come 
in to him, and will dine with him, and he with me” (Revelation 3:20).  The “Wise Men”  
offered Jesus temporal gifts; Jesus offers an eternal gift.  Therefore, it really is true, wise  
people still seek Jesus.   
 
 
 
God Bless,  
Pastor Rick 
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Ongoing Activities 
Sundays 

 Youth Group, 5:00-7:00pm; FAC Building 
Tuesdays 

 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial  
Assistance, 12-2pm 

 Instrumental Ensemble, 5:15-6:15pm;  
Basement 
Wednesdays 

 Noon Prayer, 12-1pm; Sanctuary 

 Wonderful Wednesdays: 3:30-4:30pm,  
Dossett Chapel 

 Choir Ensemble, 5:30-6:30pm; Basement 

 Handbells, 6:30-7:30pm; Basement 
Thursdays 

 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial  
Assistance, 12-2pm 

 Henry Center Clothes Closet, 12-2pm  

Sunday Mornings 
Nursery available from 8am-12noon 
 
8am       Traditional Worship Service,  
                 Sanctuary 
 
9am      First Light Modern Service,          
      Family Activity Center  
                 (streamed live on Facebook)  
                
10am      Sunday School for all ages;  
                    various locations  
 
10:30am   Dossett Chapel Sunday  
      School 
 
11am        Traditional Worship Service,  
                 Sanctuary (streamed live on  
                 Facebook) 

What’s Happening In January 

Monday, January 2nd Office Closed (See below)   
Tuesday, January 3rd Golden Circle, 11:30am-1:00pm;  
Davidson Hall  
Saturday, January 14th  Men’s Breakfast, 7:30-9:00am;  
Davidson Hall 
Thursday, January 19th UMC Vote, 3:00-7:00pm;  
Sanctuary 
 
 
 
 

 

The church office will be CLOSED 
on Monday January 2nd. The office 
will reopen for regular business hours 

on Tuesday, January 3rd.   

The UMW of Tullahoma First is pleased to announce that a total of $8,200.00 has been donated to 
the following: 
 Stones River District UMW (UMiF) 
 Blue Monarch 
 Coffee Co. Children's Advocacy 

 Coffee Co. Imagination Library 
 FUMC Mission Fund 
 Haven of Hope 
 Henry Center - Clothes Closet & Food Pantry 
 Partners for Healing 
 Tullahoma Animal Shelter 
 Tullahoma Day Care 
These funds are from individual member donations and proceeds from our Pecan Sale, Trash & Treasure Sale and the 
November Bake Sale.  We are so thankful that we are able to share these funds with our neighbors. 
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Mark 10:14-1 
“Jesus said, ‘Let the Little 

Children come to me and  

do not hinder them for the 

Kingdom of God belongs  

to such as these.’”  

Sunday Mornings  
Nursery Hours  
8 a.m. - 12 noon 

 

Sunday School 
10 a.m.; 2nd floor,  

main building 

 

I am Susan Warwick. I will be teaching the 
 K-2nd grade Sunday School class starting this  
January. My husband Larry and I, along with our 
children John, Christopher, and Elizabeth, are 
long time members of First UMC Tullahoma, 
attending since the fall of 1984, coming from the 
Garden state of New Jersey! I am excited to be 
teaching your children, and look forward to learn-
ing together of God’s great love for each one of 
them. I feel so privileged to have a small part in 
helping your children grow in a personal relation-
ship with their savior Jesus Christ. I look forward 
to getting to know your children and you parents, 
as well. If I can be of help, or you have any ques-
tions, please do not hesitate to get in touch with 
me.  Thank you for entrusting your 
children to my care for these coming Sunday mornings.  

Jennie grew up in the church so she had a 
strong foundation from the very beginning. 
This upbringing, and being part of God’s 
family of faith has influenced her in so 
many ways. First of all, attending Sunday 
school and being part of the church choir is 
something that she has done since child-
hood. So it was likely that God would lead 
her on this path to do the same here at 
FUMC Tullahoma. Jennie and her family 
have been attending church here since 
2010 after they moved here after her 
 husbands retirement from  the Air Force. 
She was looking to serve in her “forever” 
church. She is thankful that God has lead her here to serve 
 currently in the Worship band, as Sunday School teacher, and 
Children’s Choir. She is grateful to be able to “pay it forward” 
to others, because someone served her during her childhood.  

Hi, my name is Brianna Lorance and my 
family and I have been members of FUMC 
for several years. My husband and I have 3 
girls in the children’s ministry- Carrington, 
Lillian and Charlotte. I had the opportunity 
to begin teaching the Pre-k Sunday school 
last fall and it has truly been a blessing. 
Thank you so much for allowing me to 
teach your little blessings. It has been a 
brand new experience for me. I am current-
ly a stay at home mom, so it has helped me 
reach out of my comfort zone and try new 
experiences. This amazing group of kiddos 
has made it absolutely worthwhile. I look 
forward to another great semester. 

I have been serving in the 
Children’s Sunday School 
Ministry for over 40 years 
because I love the kids, 
it’s just that simple. I love 
to see their eyes just spar-
kle.  

Sunday School Spotlight 
Let’s get to know our leaders! The best way you can support these wonderful women is by bringing your children to 

Sunday School regularly where they can spend time with others while learning about Jesus!  

Pre-K  Brianna Lorance & Ann Cunningham 

K -2nd Susan Warwick 
3rd-5th Jennie Kuebitz 

Chelsy Campbell, Substitute 
Aimee Whitt, substitute 

Seated-  

Mrs. Wilma  

Back, left to 

right-  

Mrs. Jamie, 

 Mrs. Ann and 

Mrs. Debra  

FUMC Tullahoma  
offers a loving 

nursery in a safe 
environment for our 

youngest  
congregants. We 

have the most  
fabulous caregivers.  
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January 

Birthdays 

Golden Circle will meet Tuesday, January 
3, 2023 at 11:30 AM in Davidson 
Hall.  Lunch of soup, sandwiches, dessert 
and drinks will be provided. Come join us 

as we briefly review 2022 accomplish-
ments and have our first program of the year.  We will 
have a guest speaker, just don’t know who at this 
time.  Bring a friend and receive a free gift! 

VISIT SENIOR ADULT BULLETIN BOARD  FOR  UPCOMING EVENTS 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and 
lean not on your own understanding; in 
all your ways submit to him, and he will 

make your paths straight.”  
Proverbs 3: 5-6    

 

January Activities to                  

your  

interest… 

January 3: Golden Circle 

January 29:   Play in Murfreesboro* 

*We will be traveling to see 'Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat ' Sunday, 
January 29  Cost is $20. We will leave the 
FAC parking lot at 12:15 PM.  We plan to 
have dinner afterwards before returning home. 
Deadline for sign-up is January 15th.  

2- Jerry Mathis 

5- Debbie Brown 

5- Mary Ann Allen 

6- Arey Jean Barton 

9- Grace Caps 

10- Jamie McNabb 

13- Martha Carden 

14- Sarah Carson Mauer  

14- Bunny Comer 

14- George Jensen 

19- Laura Orr 

21- Elton Thompson 

26- Janna Washington 

26- Ross Roepke 

27- Samira Phillips 

29- Margaret Savelle 

30- Marcia Murray 

I am appealing to you to start  
saving your “change” to financially 
support Alzheimer’s of Tennessee.  
You will find at the entry to all our 
services these cans to collect your 
change.  Sometime in March 2023, I will ask you to return 
them along with the contents as an offering to  
Alzheimer’s of Tennessee.  Several of you have been  
generous in the past and it is our prayer that many of you 
will be so in our 2023 Drive.  May God bless and keep 
you in his care. 

*Turn to page 10 to see an update 
about Tables of Christmas 
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Calendar of Events 
January 
8 Make Bookmarks for Senior Tea         10am – Sunday School                    
                                                 
February                               
12 Senior Adult Tea        10am- Reception Room 
22            First Day of Lent 
25 Indoor Pool Party        4:30- 6:30pm – DW Wilson  

Sanctuary Music - Doug Clark, Music Director 
Chris Blondin - Accompanist/Organist 
 

“Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual 
songs. Sing and make  
music from your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to 
God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Ephesians 5:19-20 
 
The Sanctuary Choir, Instrumental  
Ensemble, and Canterbury Ringers are committed to  
musical excellence, to glorify God, and to create a musical atmosphere in which our congregation can wor-
ship the Lord in spirit and truth. If you are interested in being a part of the Sanctuary Music program or 
have any  
questions, please contact Doug Clark at doug.fumc@gmail.com. 
 
Sanctuary Choir: 
The Sanctuary Choir is primarily made up of adults but is open to high school students as well.  
The choir meets downstairs in the Choral Hall and is Wednesdays at 5:30pm. 
 
Instrumental Ensemble: 
The Instrumental Ensemble meets downstairs in the Instrumental Hall and is on Tuesdays at 5:30pm.  
 
Canterbury Ringers: 
The Canterbury Ringers are our handbell choir that meet downstairs next to the Choral Hall and meet 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm.  

The Children’s Christmas program was just 
 phenomenal. Thank you to Jennie Kuebitz and 
Katie McNabb for leading and to all of those 
that helped us to remember what the season is 

about - the birth of Christ.  

Children’s Ministry Updates  
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“Tables of Christmas”  was a huge success thanks to so many people. I proudly salute the “Table Sponsors,” Youth and 
Young Adult groups, our speaker and music presentations, all the hard work of some many volunteers in putting the 

meal together and the room decorations together, David Schmisseur and Margaret Savell for hanging with me all of last 
week.  Please enjoy the pictures of our well attend event. Is this a “GO” for next year? 
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Attendance 
Average Attendance 2022  

 

8:00 a.m. Worship       55     
First Light Worship       114 
11:00  a.m. Worship          86 
Total                             255   
Sunday School                  76 

Finance 
November 2022 

 

Revenue 
YTD Budget          $815,631 
Received               $726,689 
Expenditures 
YTD Budget          $815,631 
Disbursed               $850,295 

 
 
 

 

If you have someone you would like to add to the prayer list, please contact the church office at 455-5434 or 
fumc@lighttube.net. Also, if you have updates about your loved one currently on the prayer list, please  

contact the office with that information. It is important for us to have the most accurate information so that 
we may provide the appropriate congregational care.  

Joan Alexander 

Helen Smith (mother of Connie 

Hyde & grandmother of Aimee 

Whitt) 

Carl Corley (nephew of Steve 

Hoagland) 

Dona Rhudy 

Megan Hershman 

Shirley Moore 

Edith Gammon 

Tim Counts 

Mary Lou Barnett 

Ruth Rymer 

Ryan Bond 

Virgil Cline 

Sam DiNicola  

Shelia Stacey (family member  

of Kris Roberts) 

Ronda Morris (friend of Megan  

Dauzat) 

Shae Posch (friend of George 

Stone)  

The Douglas Family (family of 

Karen Douglas)  

Kay Crosswy 

Lex Hutcheson 

Betty Collier 

 Robert Van  Patten  (stepson of 

Lynn Van Patten) 

Finn Boland (Grandson of 

David & Charlotte Roberts) 

John Fetty   

Memorials In Honor Of 

Bill Caps & The Henry 
Center Staff 

from 
W.C. & Jane Ann Driver 

 
Lex Hutcheson 

from  
W.C. &  Jane Ann Driver 

Yvonne Taylor  
from  

Laura Orr 
John & Joyce Oram  

Judy Wright 
from 

Charlotte Hatheway 
George Stone 

Jimmy & Cammy Richardson 
Jason Hardee 

Clayton Hardee 
Erica Hardee Moore 

Carey Laster 
Elijah Hall 

Barry & Louise Bishop 
Lex & Lynn Hutcheson 

Rosanna M. Bates 
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Postmaster Address Change to Same  

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, INC.  

208 W. Lauderdale Street 

Tullahoma TN 37388 

To receive text  
messages & emails 
from the church to 

keep you in the loop 
about everything that is going on, just text the word 
church to 931-452-4747 and click on the response. 
You may also signup to receive texts from specific 
areas of ministry. For our Children’s Ministry, text 

children; for our Senior Adults ministry, text 
fumcsam . Once your form is filled out, we will 

begin sending you all the info you'll need.  

  Connect 
   Senior Pastor                                            Rickey Wade                     pastorfumc80@gmail.com 

   Administrative Assistant   Annelyse Brechler           fumc@lighttube.net 

   Worship & Communications                  Jeff Harrison                             jeffhfumc@lighttube.net 

   Discipleship & Youth                         Kris Roberts                     krisfumc@lighttube.net 

   Youth, Young Adults, Missions             Megan Dauzat                meganfumc@gmail.com 

   Children & Fellowship                      Julie Uehlein         childrensfumc@lighttube.net 

   Senior Adults & Congregational Care         Esther J. Sims                              ejsfumc@lighttube.net 

   Dossett Chapel               Jeff Ellison                      jeff.ellison@me.com 

   Traditional Music Ministry                         Doug Clark                  doug.fumc@gmail.com 

   Organist and Accompanist              Chris Blondin          blondinmusic@bellsouth.net 

   First Light Music Ministry                          John Cook             johnjaniece@bellsouth.net 

   Finance Assistant               Karen Douglas           financefumc@lighttube.net 

   Facilitator                                       Elmo Birkhead                              fumc23@lighttube.net 
 

208 West Lauderdale Street  www.fumctullahoma.com 

Church Office:  931-455-5434 or fumc@lighttube.net  Pastor Rickey’s Cell:  931-222-0314  

Finance Office:  931-455-7127 or financefumc@lighttube.net 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday, 8am-4pm  
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Our main Facebook page is First 
United Methodist Church.  

We also have a Youth page - 
FUMC Tullahoma Youth  

Ministry; and a Children’s  
page - Children’s Ministry of 

FUMC Tullahoma. 

To receive this newsletter electronically, just email the office at fumc@lighttube.net. Help us save 

 paper, postage, and time!  You can also find the newsletter on our website, www.fumctullahoma.com  


