
 January 2022 

The Message—Pastor Rickey Wade 

A New Beginning  

Our society, and our church, has been on a roller-coaster ride over the past  

couple of years; we all know this; we are all experiencing it in one way or  

another.  Furthermore, the ride may not be completely over as of yet; we  

all know this too.  Therefore, the question is not about the ride itself;  

the question is what will we do about it; how will we live into what  

it means to be the church at this time and in this place?  
 

Brothers and Sisters, in Isaiah 43 (when God speaks of restoring  

Israel) the LORD says things like this, “Do not fear, for I have  

redeemed you” . . . “Do not fear, for I am with you” . . . and, “I am  

about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?”  

(vv. 1, 5, 19)   I believe that God is at work doing a new thing in our midst; I believe that it is God’s desire 

that we experience a revival, a spiritual reawakening if you will.  In the midst of what may seem as a some-

what uncertain future, as your pastor, I will lead and I will focus on what is absolute – God loves us, God will 

never leave us, and God is calling us to proclaim the Good News and make disciples of Jesus Christ.  If we 

will focus on these things that have never wavered and will never waver – God will do a new thing in the life 

of our church!  
 

I have been praying over these matters for some time, and over the past months, I have asked Staff Parish, 

Finance, and the Church Council to envision God doing a new thing among the people of First Methodist in 

Tullahoma.  I would like to share with you that we will soon be working much harder to take the gospel into 

our community, to welcome people who come to join us, and to create ministry opportunities on several 

fronts.  This work continues to unfold, but it is happening.  
 

I am asking that you and your family join in this work of God.   

If you have drifted from the church, come back.  If your faith  

has slipped in the wake of all that has transpired over the past  

couple of years, reach out to God.  If something just feels amiss 

(and who doesn’t have that?) join with us as we rely on God to  

set it aright.  Will our seeking to follow God be perfect – No!   

Will I make mistakes as your pastor – Absolutely!  Am I afraid  

of making mistakes if doing so means seeing the work of God  

happen in this place – By no means! I promise to give God my  

best in the coming year – will you give God your best in 2022?  
 

Beginning January 23rd, I will start  

a sermon series entitled, “A New You 

in ‘22.”  The whole series will center 

around the Fruits of the Spirit as  

described in Galatians 5:22-23.   

Cultivating the fruits of the Spirit is  

a wonderful place to begin experienc-

ing the new thing that God has for 

us.  Will you commit to joining us,  

and will you encourage others to join 

us as well?  
 

-God bless, Pastor Rickey 

 Upcoming Sermons 

January 2nd 

Matthew 2:1-12 
 

January 9th 

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 

January 16th 

1 Corinthians 12:4-11 
 

“A New You in ‘22”  

sermon series begins 
 

January 23rd - Love 

Deuteronomy 6:4-5 

John 13:34-35 
 

January 30th - Joy & Peace 

Psalm 30:5; John 16:33 

“By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,  

patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, 

and self-control. There is no law against such things.”  

Galatians 5:22-23 (NRSV) 
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Ongoing Activities 
Sundays 

 The Patriarchs Bible Study, 5-6:30pm; 
Room #211, main building 

 

Mondays 

 Youth Disciple, 6:45pm  
 

Tuesdays 

 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial  
    Assistance, 12-2pm 

 Instrumental Ensemble Rehearsal,    
5:30pm  

 Scouts, 7-8:30pm; Scout room 
 

Wednesdays 

 The Patriarchs Bible Study, 9-10:30am; 
Room #211, main building 

 Noon Prayer, 12-1pm; sanctuary 

 Wonderful Wednesdays, 3:30pm;        
Dossett Chapel 

 Choir Rehearsal, 5:45pm  

 Youth Tribes-Girls, 6:30pm 

 Handbells Rehearsal, 6:45pm 

 Youth Tribes-Guys, 7:15pm  
 

Thursdays 

 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial  
    Assistance, 12-2pm 

 Henry Center Clothes Closet, 12-2pm  

 Cub Scouts, 6-7pm; Scout room 

Sunday Mornings 
Nursery available from 8am-12noon 
 

8am       Traditional Worship Service,  

                 Sanctuary 
 

9am      First Light Modern Service,    

      Family Activity Center  

                 (streamed live on Facebook)  
                

10am      Sunday School for all ages;  

                 various locations  
 

10:30am   Dossett Chapel Sunday  

      School 
 

11am        Traditional Worship Service,  

                 Sanctuary (streamed live on  

                 Facebook) 

Calendar 

What’s Happening In January  
Monday, January 3rd - Church Office closed 

Tuesday, January 4th - Golden Circle, 11:30am;  

    Davidson Hall 

Thursday, January 6th - Epiphany Service, 6:30pm;  

    Chapel 

Saturday, January 9th - Taking down decorations in the  

    sanctuary, 10am 

Sunday, January 9th - Youth Confirmation meeting, 10am 

Sunday, January 9th - The Patriarchs Bible Study  

    begins, 5pm; room #211 

Sunday, January 9th - Youth Community & Worship  

    Night, 6-8pm 

Wednesday, January 12th - The Patriarchs Bible Study  

    begins, 9-10:30am; room #211 

Wednesday, January 12th - United Methodist Women  

    Board meeting, 10am; conference room 

Thursday, January 13th - Trustees meeting, 6:30pm;  

    conference room 

Friday-Monday, January 14th-17th - Youth High  

    School Ski Trip 

Monday, January 17th - Office closed for Martin Luther  

    King, Jr. Day 

Thursday, January 20th - Book Club, 6:30pm  

Sunday, January 23rd - Youth Confirmation Class, 10am 

Wednesday, January 26th - Senior Adults  Movie &  

    Popcorn Day, 1pm; Davidson Hall 

“Patriarchs & Matriarchs” Bible Study 
Begins Sunday, January 9th at 5:00 p.m.,  
or Wednesday, January 12th at 9:00 a.m. 
Meets in Room #211 above the Sanctuary 

 

The only book needed will be a Bible.  There is no cost 
associated with the class.  A 3-ring notebook for notes 
may be helpful, as there will be some handouts.  Each 

class will last approximately 1 ½ hour.   
 

If you have any questions, please give me a call at 
931.222.0314  -Pastor Rickey 



 January 2022 Children’s Ministry—Julie Uehlein 
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***To receive communications relating to Children’s Ministry, text CHILDREN to 931-452-4747*** 

Mark 10:14-1 
“Jesus said, ‘Let the Little 

Children come to me and  

do not hinder them for the 

Kingdom of God belongs  

to such as these.’”  

Sunday Mornings  
Nursery Hours  
8 a.m. - 12 noon 

 

Sunday School 
10 a.m.; 2nd floor,  

main building 

 

 

With a new year comes new 

possibilities and I am 

excited to see what 

God has  in store 

for Tullahoma 

FUMC in 

2022.  
 

Will your child join us for Sunday 

School on January 2nd?  I sure 

hope so!  -Working with you, Julie  

So proud of these kids for completing their month long gratitude 
journals.  “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s  

will for you in Christ Jesus.” Thessalonians 5:18  

-Children’s 
Christmas 
Program 

-The children looking with 
excitement and amazement 
at nativities.  

A big thank you to Emily Rice for coordinating the Chil-
dren’s Christmas Program and Chelsea Chellstorp for 
planning a wonderful “Happy Birthday, Jesus!” party.  

- “Happy 
Birthday, 

Jesus!” 
Party 



 

Page 4 The Good News Youth Ministry—Kris Roberts 



 

Senior Adult Ministry—Esther J. Sims  January 2022 

      As we enter a new year, I would suggest that we take a moment  
    to consider what Max Lucado wrote in his book, “Shaped by  
    God,” entitled Five Votes of Confidence.  “Today is a new  
    day. Hence (1) I refuse to be shackled by yesterday's fail- 
      ures; (2) What I don't know will no longer be an intimida- 
                        tion- it will be an opportunity; (3) I will not allow people to 
define my mood, method, or mission; (4) I will pursue a mission greater than  
myself by making at least one person happy they saw me; and (5) I will have no time for self pity, gossip, or 
negativism . . . from myself or from others.” I believe this is an excellent way to start and live in the New 

Year.   Happy New Year!  
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   Golden Circle returns January 4th.  We will meet in Davidson Hall at 11:30am     
  with food, entertainment and fellowship. Kris Roberts, Director of Youth  
  Ministry will be our program.  Kris will be highlighting the Youth's Depart-  
  ment's mission trip to Abaco, Bahamas June, 2021.  For this first meeting,  

    lunch will be provide.  Please let us know that you plan to attend so food can 
be prepared for you. As always, you can bring a family member or friend.  We also have a short 
council meeting to elect a chair for Golden Circle and discuss programming for the year. 

 

Every Wednesday at 12 noon in the 

Sanctuary.  Come stay a few minutes or 

the entire hour. You will be blessed. 

 

January Activities to                   your interest… 
 

January 3rd - UMW Circle 9 Meeting,   

January 4th - Golden Circle 

January 20th - TFUMC Book Club 

January 26th - Movie & Popcorn Day 

VISIT SENIOR ADULT BULLETIN BOARD  FOR  UPCOMING EVENTS 

January 

Birthdays 

2    Jerry Mathis 

5    Debbie Brown 

5    Mary Ann Allen  

6    Arey Jean Barton  

9    Grace Caps 

10  Jamie McNabb 

13  Martha Carden 

14  Sarah Mauer 

14  Bunny Comer 

14  George Jensen 

18  Jack Crutcher 

19  Laura Orr 

21  Elton Thompson 

26  Janna Washington 

26  Ross Roepke 

27  Samira Phillips 

29  Margaret Savelle 

30 Marcia Murray 

31 Debbie Amos 

We are going to try having “Movie  
Popcorn Day”  this year.  Our first 
attempt will be Wednesday, January 
26th at 1:30pm in Davidson Hall.  

Don't know what movie at 
this time because I just 
thought of the idea. Just 
come and trust me.  
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The Henry Center—Jeff Harrison 
The Henry Center is a helping ministry of First United Methodist Church. God has 

commanded us in His word to serve our local community by helping those who  

need it. We do this in various ways, but the primary ways the Henry Center has  

chosen to do this is through assistance with food (our Food Pantry), helping with 

utility bills and rent (financial assistance), and clothing, household goods, furniture 

(our Clothes Closet). This ministry has helped thousands of Tullahoma and Coffee County residents 

and it is because of the willingness of volunteers and the financial support of the church, that this min-

istry continues to support so many. 

 

The Henry Center Clothes Closet happily accepts new or gently used men's,  

women's, and children's clothing, shoes, toys, household items, and furniture.  
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Dossett Chapel—Jeff Ellison 
We’ve had a Wonderful December at Dossett!  

 

Wonderful Wednesdays experienced between 17 and 21 kids a week and between 5 and 8 volunteers. 

We had our Christmas Party, story reading, Christmas gift trips to Walmart, Burke’s cards to families, 

The Chosen Christmas Special, and several other events for the kids and families. We were able to take 

35 kids to Walmart for Christmas and help 18 families in our Advent period! 

 

We took the kids to the “Happy Birthday, Jesus!” Party at the Family Activity Center. Thank you  

Julie Uehlein for making sure we were included! 

 

Sunday School has had between 6 and 17 kids and 3 to 5 volunteers. We continue to feed the kids a 

warm, healthy(ish) breakfast and teach them about Our Lord, Jesus while doing arts and crafts. 

 

A Giant THANK YOU to all the wonderful volunteers for both Wonderful Wednesdays and Sunday 

School! 

 

Plus, a Huge Thank You to all those contributing to our Christmas presents, Angle Tree, and donations 

that enable us to help the people in need in our area! 

 

We’re reaching out to several families in crisis and urgent needs, and our church’s contributions have 

made it possible for us to help those families! 

 

If you feel God calling you to volunteer with this amazing ministry,  

contact Jeff Ellison at 512-217-9844 or jeff.ellison@me.com  
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Excerpts from Pastor Wade's message from December 26th, 2021  

So it begins; Jesus said, “Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?”  The King James 

Version says, “How is it that ye sought me? Knew ye not that I must be about 

my Father’s business?”  At the age of twelve, Jesus understood the importance of being about the 

work of God; he knew what it was to engage in kingdom work.  

 

God says through the prophet Isaiah 43:19, “I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, 

do you not perceive it?  I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” And in Jere-

miah 31:31, God says, “The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new cov-

enant with the house of Israel and house of Judah.”  Luke allows us to see that God’s new thing, 

the new covenant, is on its ways – it is about to begin.  

 

For months now, I have felt that God is calling us from the fog of the pandemic.  

 

Therefore, I would like to share with you just a bit of what I envision as we are about 

our Father’s business in the days, weeks, and months ahead.  

 

To do this work, we hope to create teams and groups who will meet, work, and foster meaningful 

relationships.  Kris Roberts will continue to oversee our youth ministry but he will also help us to 

reach beyond the walls of the church to discover new people and help those people find a home at 

First Methodist.  Jeff Harrison will continue to lead First Light, but will also seek to bring all of 

our worship under one umbrella and combine that with our overall communication through our 

website, live streaming, and other media outlets.  Megan Dazaut will continue to work with our 

youth, but she will also be developing ministries with young adults (college and young family 

age).  Furthermore, she will be working with our missions to strengthen our overall mission’s foot-

print.  We want to engage in local, regional, and international missions; we do all of this now, but 

Megan will focus this work and help each of us to find a way to be in missions.  Julie Uehlein will 

continue to focus on our children, but will also lead us in fellowship.  The people of God need to 

eat together, work together, pray together, and generally fellowship in ways that makes us stronger 

in Christ; Julie will help us live into this work.  Ms. Esther Sims will continue to focus on our sen-

ior adults, but she will also devote her energy to congregational care.  She will be looking to struc-

ture events and activities at the assisted living and care facilities around town, she will look after 

such things as home communion and the like.  

 

Here is what I am asking of you today.   

1) Pray for our church and our work in the name of Christ – Kris provides a space and time in our 

sanctuary each Wednesday at Noon for prayer, take advantage of this opportunity.   

2) Ask God to show you ways to work and serve in his kingdom through your church.   

3) Because Christ is come, God is with us, commit to serving God and building the kingdom.  
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On January 1st, Tullahoma First United Methodist Church (TFUMC) became a  

member of the Tennessee-Western Kentucky (TWK) Annual Conference (AC).  

The new Conference is a merger of the Tennessee Annual Conference and  

the Memphis Annual Conference. TWK AC comprises of Tennessee west  

of the time zone change to the Mississippi River and Kentucky west of  

the Tennessee River. The changes for TFUMC will be minor; we keep  

the same Bishop, District Superintendent, and remain in the Stones  

River District. Two areas affected by the merger are accounting  

changes and a greatly expanded area in which clergy can be assigned.  

The accounting changes were to match the two AC’s accounting  

processes as apportionments based on revenue. 

 

The Organizing Conference of the TWK AC was held on December 4,  

2021. The “Zoom webinar” was held to approve documents and procedures  

for the new Conference to operate. Following an Advent inspired worship  

service and a recap of the 11-year process of merging the two Conferences,  

five motions were approved: all with 96% or higher approval. The five motions  

were: 1) Rules for the Organizing Conference, 2) Standing rules of the TWK AC, 3) Consent agenda 

motion merging boards, bylaws and charters, 4) Updating the Safe Sanctuary and Sexual Misconduct 

Policies to reflect the new conference terminology and 5) A nomination report filling over 40 confer-

ence committees with clergy and laity. Part of the Consent agenda motion was changing the name of 

the Golden Cross Foundation to ENCORE Ministry Foundation. This foundation provides funds for 

local churches senior adult ministry programs. For additional information on the Organizing Confer-

ence and the new TWK Annual Conference, go to www.twkumc.org 

 

One of the most asked question of the Connectional Corner (CC) is, “Will Tullahoma First be able to 

determine which form of Methodism we align if the UMC divides?” That depends on the TFUMC 

Church Council. Only the TFUMC Church Council has the authority to call a congregational vote on 

affiliation. The Church Council does not determine affiliation, only whether to authorize a church 

vote. Without a favorable vote authorization from our Church Council, TFUMC would default to the 

form of Methodism as determined by a vote of the TWK Annual Conference. If the TWK AC elects 

not to vote on affiliation and TFUMC Church Council elects not to have a congregational vote, the 

Annual Conference and TFUMC will, by default, align with the progressive post-separated UMC 

(PSUMC). 

 

The above is a short answer to much deeper issues on “How will separation affect Tullahoma First, 

what are the choices if we do have a congregational vote, and what would be the voting process?” 

Over the next few months, the Connectional Corner will pivot from issues of the UMC to issues af-

fecting TFUMC if the UMC separates, as well as the similarities and differences between the 

PSUMC and the proposed Global Methodist Church (GMC). 

 

Please continue your prayers for peace in the UMC, wisdom for our Church Council, and strength to 

Pastor Wade and our church staff to keep our focus on Christ, growing His kingdom on earth, and 

serving the people of Tullahoma. 

 

-Craig Diller, Lay Member to Annual Conference 
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Attendance 
Average Attendance 2021  

 

8:00 a.m. Worship     52  
First Light Worship     83  
11:00  a.m. Worship        79    
Total     214 
 
Sunday School      65  

Finance 
November 2021 

 

Revenue 
YTD Budget       $ 762,054 
Received            $ 727,191 
 

Expenditures 
YTD Budget       $ 762,254 
Disbursed          $ 719,820 

Sanctuary Music - Doug Clark, Music Director 
Chris Blondin - Accompanist/Organist 
 

“Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make  
music from your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for 
everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Ephesians 5:19-20 
 

The Sanctuary Choir, Instrumental  
Ensemble, and Canterbury Ringers  
are committed to musical excellence,  
to glorify God, and to create a musical  
atmosphere in which our congregation  
can worship the Lord in spirit and truth.  
If you are interested in being a part of  
the Sanctuary Music program or have  
any questions, please contact Doug Clark at doug.fumc@gmail.com. 
 

Sanctuary Choir: 
The Sanctuary Choir is primarily made up of adults but is open to high school students as well.  
The choir meets downstairs in the Choral Hall on Wednesdays at 5:45pm. 
 

Instrumental Ensemble: 
The Instrumental Ensemble meets downstairs in the Instrumental Hall on Tuesdays at 5:00pm.  
 

Canterbury Ringers: 
The Canterbury Ringers are our handbell choir that meet downstairs next to the Choral Hall on  
Wednesdays at 6:45pm.   

Baptism 
Beasley McKay Gomez 

daughter of Mary Lambeth and 

Noland Gomez was baptized  

Sunday, December 9th. 

 

Thank you so much to our 
congregation for your gener-
osity and all of your help 
with our Angel Tree.  It was 
very much appreciated! 



 

Keeping In Prayers 

Helen Smith (mother of Connie  

    Hyde & grandmother of  

    Aimee Whitt) 

Carl Corley (nephew of Steve  

    Hoagland) 

Dona Rhudy 

Janis Helms 

Tom Berninger 

Shirley Moore 

John Cook 

Joan Alexander 

Ruth Rymer 

Nellie Wasilewski 

David Savelle (cousin of Stephen  

    Savelle) 

Sarah Mauer (sister of Emily  

    Thoma) 

Judy Fitch 

Edith Gammon 

Tim Counts 

Toni & Bill Overton 

Verna Hastings 

Ruby Hobbs 

Nancy Wright 

Mary Lou Barnett 
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  At Tullahoma FUMC there are  

many ways to give:   
Electronic:  Visit our website, www.fumctullahoma.com,  

    and click the online giving link.  

Bank drafts & automatic payments can be set up with  

    Karen in the finance office.  

Text: If you would like to use your phone to give, simply  

    text “Give2fumc” to 732-56 and follow the prompts.  

Weekly envelopes can be requested from Karen. If you  

    already use weekly envelopes, the ones for 2022 are  

    available outside the Church Office.  
 

For more information, please contact Karen Douglas in the 

Finance Office at 455-7127 or financefumc@lighttube.net.  

Thank you for giving! 

 Memorials 
Thelma Hammers 

from 
Bob & Pat Tucker 

 
Millie Walker 

from 
Bob & Pat Tucker 

Honorariums 
Doug Clark 

Chris Blondin 

from  

Susan Warwick 

to Dossett Chapel 

 

Butler Family  

Rice Family 

Dauzat Family 

Sohrabi Family 

Ruff Family  

Campbell Family 

from 

The Children’s Ministry 

to the Henry Center 

The Epley Family in the passing of Scott Epley’s mother, Mrs. Ann Epley, on Christmas Day. 
 

The Lindeman family in the passing of their son-in-law, Mr. Shane Azbell. 
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, INC.  

208 W. Lauderdale Street 

Tullahoma TN 37388 

To receive text  
messages & emails from 
the church to keep you in 
the loop about everything 

that is going on, just text the word church to 931-452-
4747 and click on the response. You may also signup to  

receive texts from specific areas of ministry. For our 
Youth Ministry, text youth; for our Children’s  

Ministry, text children; for our Senior Adults ministry, 
text fumcsam . Once your form is filled out, we will 

begin sending you all the info you'll need.  

  Connect 

   Senior Pastor                                            Rickey Wade                     pastorfumc80@gmail.com 
   Administrative Assistant              Mandy White                                   fumc@lighttube.net 
   First Light/Outreach Ministry                  Jeff Harrison                              jefhfumc@lighttube.net 

   Youth & Discipleship Ministry             Kris Roberts                     krisfumc@lighttube.net 
   Youth Girls Ministry Associate             Megan Dauzat              megandauzat@gmail.com 
   Children’s Ministry                        Julie Uehlein         childrensfumc@lighttube.net 

   Senior’s Ministry                           Esther J. Sims                              ejsfumc@lighttube.net 
   Henry Center Ministry              Jeff Harrison                           jeffhfumc@lighttube.net 
   Dossett Chapel               Jeff Ellison                      jeff.ellison@me.com 

   Traditional Music Ministry                         Doug Clark                  doug.fumc@gmail.com 
   Organist and Accompanist              Chris Blondin          blondinmusic@bellsouth.net 
   Music Ministry (First Light)             John Cook             johnjaniece@bellsouth.net 
   Finance Assistant               Karen Douglas           financefumc@lighttube.net 

   Facilitator                                       Elmo Birkhead                              fumc23@lighttube.net 
 

208 West Lauderdale Street  www.fumctullahoma.com 

Church Office:  931-455-5434 or fumc@lighttube.net  Pastor Rickey’s Cell:  931-222-0314  

Finance Office:  931-455-7127 or financefumc@lighttube.net 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday, 8am-4pm  Sundays, 8am-12pm   
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Our main Facebook page is First 
United Methodist Church.  

We also have a Youth page - 
FUMC Tullahoma Youth  

Ministry; and a Children’s  
page - Children’s Ministry of 

FUMC Tullahoma. 

To receive this newsletter electronically, just email Mandy at fumc@lighttube.net. Help us save paper,  

postage and time!  You can also find the newsletter on our website, www.fumctullahoma.com  


