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Trust 

 I woke up a few days ago with this verse going through my head,  
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not rely on  
your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge God,  
and he will make straight your paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6).   
For frequent readers of Scripture, these are familiar words. 
Of course, with all the different translations, these words  
may vary a bit depending on the version you use.   
Nonetheless, in all the translations I have read, the  
meaning is very clear; the wisdom of God far exceeds  
that of human beings.  Our understanding is limited  
and often (very often) flawed, but the way of God is sure. 
 
 These verses were a good reminder for me.  The Church faces a constant stream of decisions.  
We are constantly evaluating the needs of building, upkeep, staff, volunteers, worship, outreach, 
evangelism, nurture, education, care of the sick and imprisoned, the hungry, the homeless, the  
community, and on the list goes.  And, yes, we have embarked on the very difficult decision of  
leaving the UMC.  The Church is always asking questions of faith, stewardship, and obedience to the 
God who created us, and who calls us.  All that is to say, it is easy to treat these as simply pastoral  
decisions, committee decisions, or community decisions.  In some ways, those decisions do belong to 
people, but in another way, we human beings would do better to see ourselves, not as makers of such 
decisions, but participants in decisions.  As the body of Christ, we participate with God, and work for 
God, to bring about the desires of God.  As the people of God, we trust that God’s will and way are 
best, and that our ways, our ideologies, our politics, and our egos should move out of the way for 
God’s grand plan.  This is hard to do, especially in this world of conflicting and confusing  
information.  
 Scripture is the primary way we have of looking into the heart of God.  Through  

Scripture, we see the love of God for creation, and especially for humanity.  In Scripture, we see the 

desire of God as to how we human beings should live and relate to one another.  In this, we find 

 stories of failure and redemption, of loss and hope, of mercy and justice, and most of all, the story of 

salvation from sin and death.  However, we also see God at work through the centuries of Church  

tradition – all those faithful people who have gone before us, through our own reason, and our  

experience of the Holy Spirit.  The bottom line, some of our listening to God may come in private, 

but a great deal must come in community.  We need each other to help us see God, hear God,  

experience God, and connect with God.  Could it be that the best way to “trust in the LORD . . .  

and not rely on our own understanding,” would be as a  

listening people, united around the simple goal of loving God, 

and neighbor?  Listening together, as a prayerful and hopeful  

people will guide us forward.  I see God at work in mighty 

ways and I believe that God is leading this church into a bright 

future.  Let us trust in God, listen to God, listen to others, and 

participate with God in what is planned for Tullahoma First 

Methodist.   

 

God bless,  

Pastor Rick 
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Ongoing Activities 
Tuesdays 

 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial  
Assistance, 12-2pm 

 Instrumental Ensemble, 5:15-6:15pm;  
Basement 
Wednesdays 

 Noon Prayer, 12-1pm; Sanctuary 

 Wonderful Wednesdays: 3:30-4:30pm,  
Dossett Chapel 

 Choir Ensemble, 5:30-6:30pm; Basement 

 Handbells, 6:30-7:30pm; Basement 
Thursdays 

 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial  
Assistance, 12-2pm 

 Henry Center Clothes Closet, 12-2pm  

Sunday Mornings 
Nursery available from 8am-12noon 
 
8am       Traditional Worship Service,  
                 Sanctuary 
 
9am      First Light Modern Service,          
      Family Activity Center  
                 (streamed live on Facebook)  
                
10am      Sunday School for all ages;  
                    various locations  
 
10:30am   Dossett Chapel Sunday  
      School 
 
11am        Traditional Worship Service,  
                 Sanctuary (streamed live on  
                 Facebook) 

What’s Happening In February 

Friday, February 3rd-5th Youth Winter Retreat 
Tuesday, February 7th Golden Circle, 11:30am-1:00pm;  
Davidson Hall  
Saturday, February 11th  Men’s Breakfast, 7:30-9:00am;  
Davidson Hall 
Sunday, February 12th  Senior Adult Tea, 10:00-10:45am;   
Reception Rooms 
Wednesday, February 22nd   Ash Wednesday Service,  
6:30-7:30pm; Sanctuary  

Sanctuary Music - Doug Clark, Music Director 
Chris Blondin - Accompanist/Organist 
 
“Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make  
music from your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father 
for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Ephesians 5:19-20 
 
The Sanctuary Choir, Instrumental  
Ensemble, and Canterbury Ringers are committed to  
musical excellence, to glorify God, and to create a musical atmosphere in which our congregation can worship the 
Lord in spirit and truth. If you are interested in being a part of the Sanctuary Music program or have any  
questions, please contact Doug Clark at doug.fumc@gmail.com. 
 
Sanctuary Choir: 
The Sanctuary Choir is primarily made up of adults but is open to high school students as well.  
The choir meets downstairs in the Choral Hall and is Wednesdays at 5:30pm. 
 
Instrumental Ensemble: 
The Instrumental Ensemble meets downstairs in the Instrumental Hall and is on Tuesdays at 5:30pm.  
 
Canterbury Ringers: 
The Canterbury Ringers are our handbell choir that meet downstairs next to the Choral Hall and meet Wednesdays at 
6:30pm.  



February 2023 Children’s Ministry—Julie Uehlein 
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Mark 10:14-1 
“Jesus said, ‘Let the Little 

Children come to me and  

do not hinder them for the 

Kingdom of God belongs  

to such as these.’”  

Sunday Mornings  
Nursery Hours  
8 a.m. - 12 noon 

 

Sunday School 
10 a.m.; 2nd floor,  

main building 

 

February                               

12                                           Senior Adult Tea                                                             10am- Reception Room 

25                                           Indoor Pool Party                                                      4:30- 6:30pm – DW Wilson 

 

March 

12                                           Make Bunnies with Miss Esther                                               10am – Art Room 

19                                           Help at Henry Center- Clothes Closet                   10am- Meet in Davidson Hall 

Mrs. Jennie leading the 
choir 
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Senior Adult Ministry—Esther J. Sims February 2023 
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February 

Birthdays 
Golden Circle will meet 

Tuesday, February 7, 2023 at 
11:30 AM in Davidson 

Hall.  Vicki Fulmer, Director 
of Senior Citizens Center will 

be our speaker.  Please bring a “Pot Luck” 
dish to share.  Why not invite a friend?      

                       
                            
             Fran Gray 

VISIT SENIOR ADULT BULLETIN BOARD  FOR  UPCOMING EVENTS 

Ask Confidently-“Let us come boldly to 
the throne of God and stay there to 

receive his mercy and to find grace to 
help us in our times of need.” (Hebrews 

4:16)   
Lord, thank you for your willingness to 

help me.  I’m humbled by your grace and I’m walking in 
confidence, that I can approach you with my needs. Amen.      

February Activities to                  

your  

interest… 

February 7:   Golden Circle 

February 12:  Children/Senior Adult Tea 

February 14:  Valentine’s Day 

 

2 Clare Bates     
3 Joan Alexander                  

7 Tom Barton  
8 Harry Kaupp             
9 Janet Phillips  
11 Betty Green       
13 John Fetty 
16 Ann Tipps 
24 Ann Cline 
24 Jim Carter 

25 Jim McClure 
28 Lynn Barnhart         

A couple of items were found from 
the “Tables of Christmas” event.  If 
you are missing a black/white  
expandable tote or white tea towel 
with a flamingo, please see Esther.  

Keep saving your change. 

We will collect cans in 
April. 

FUMC Children and Senior Adult Tea,  
Sunday, February 12th.   Please come and  

invite your friends. Reception Room 10 AM.  

 

The Senior Adult Ministry is looking for  
Christmas Cards. They can be used or unused 
cards that you no longer want or need that can 

be used for a Christmas project for the residents 
of Brookdale Assisted Living. If you have any 
you would like to donate please give them to  

Esther Sims or bring them by the church office.  
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Discipleship Ministry—Kris Roberts 
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November 2022 Disbursements from United Women in Faith (formerly United 
Methodist Women) 
 
$1,000.00      Stones River District (UWiF) 
 $500.00      Blue Monarch 
$500.00      Coffee Co. Children's Advocacy 
    500.00      Coffee Co. Imagination Library 
    750.00      Dossett Chapel 
    750.00      First UMC Mission Fund 
    500.00      Haven of Hope 
    750.00      Henry Center Clothes Closet 
  1,000.00     Henry Center Food Pantry 
    500.00      Partners for Healing    
    400.00      Shepherd's House 
    300.00      Tullahoma Animal Shelter 
    750.00      Tullahoma Day Care 
$8,200.00 has been shared with our neighbors in need.  How blessed we are to be able to share. 

A Thought from Julie Uehlein 

Matthew 14: 13-21  

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand 

When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. Hearing of this, the 
crowds followed him on foot from the towns.  When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compas-
sion on them and healed their sick.  As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a 
remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy 
themselves some food.” Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.” “We 
have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered.  “Bring them here to me,” he said.   And he 
directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heav-
en, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to 
the people. They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces 
that were left over. The number of those who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

After hearing the news of John the Baptist, Jesus was grieved and needed time alone with His Father but he 
realized there was still plenty to be done.  Our good and gracious God supplied him with the energy to heal 
those in need (let’s not forget, Jesus was a human being just like you and I).  Not only did he heal their bod-
ies and spiritually feed their souls, the 5,000 (can we guess more like 15,000?) were physically fed with left-
overs from five loaves of bread and two fish.  And what did Jesus tell the disciples? “You give them some-
thing to eat.” Church family, there is much work to be done to “feed” our congregation and community. 
Will you hear the words of our Lord? Do you feel led to step out of your comfort zone, roll up your sleeves 
and do the hard work Jesus calls us to?  Reach out to me or others on staff, the work is plenty.  



 

Keeping In Prayers 
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Attendance 
Average Attendance 2023  

 

8:00 a.m. Worship       64    
First Light Worship       124 
11:00  a.m. Worship          94 
Total                             282  
Sunday School                  60 

Finance 
December 2022 

 

Revenue 
YTD Budget          $889,779 
Received               $837,838 
Expenditures 
YTD Budget          $889,779 
Disbursed               $893,375 

If you have someone you would like to add to the prayer list, please contact the church office at 455-5434 or 
fumc@lighttube.net. Also, if you have updates about your loved one currently on the prayer list, please  

contact the office with that information. It is important for us to have the most accurate information so that 
we may provide the appropriate congregational care.  

Joan Alexander 

Helen Smith (mother of Connie 

Hyde & grandmother of Aimee 

Whitt) 

Carl Corley (nephew of Steve 

Hoagland) 

Dona Rhudy 

Megan Hershman 

Shirley Moore 

Edith Gammon 

Tim Counts 

Mary Lou Barnett 

Ruth Rymer 

Ryan Bond 

Virgil Cline 

Sam DiNicola  

Shelia Stacey (family member  

of Kris Roberts) 

Shae Posch (friend of George 

Stone)  

Sean Douglas (son of Karen 

Douglas)  

Kay Crosswy 

Betty Collier 

John Fetty   

Champagne Rutledge 

Robert Saif 

Gerald Smith (father of Jamie 

Finchum) 

Phyllis Boyd 

Murray Brown 
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Postmaster Address Change to Same  

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, INC.  

208 W. Lauderdale Street 

Tullahoma TN 37388 

To receive text  
messages & emails 
from the church to 

keep you in the loop 
about everything that is going on, just text the word 
church to 931-452-4747 and click on the response. 
You may also signup to receive texts from specific 
areas of ministry. For our Children’s Ministry, text 

children; for our Senior Adults ministry, text 
fumcsam . Once your form is filled out, we will 

begin sending you all the info you'll need.  

  Connect 
   Senior Pastor                                            Rickey Wade                     pastorfumc80@gmail.com 

   Administrative Assistant   Annelyse Brechler           fumc@lighttube.net 

   Worship & Communications                  Jeff Harrison                             jeffhfumc@lighttube.net 

   Discipleship & Youth                         Kris Roberts                     krisfumc@lighttube.net 

   Youth, Young Adults, Missions             Megan Dauzat                meganfumc@gmail.com 

   Children & Fellowship                      Julie Uehlein         childrensfumc@lighttube.net 

   Senior Adults & Congregational Care         Esther J. Sims                              ejsfumc@lighttube.net 

   Dossett Chapel               Jeff Ellison                      jeff.ellison@me.com 

   Traditional Music Ministry                         Doug Clark                  doug.fumc@gmail.com 

   Organist and Accompanist              Chris Blondin          blondinmusic@bellsouth.net 

   First Light Music Ministry                          John Cook             johnjaniece@bellsouth.net 

   Finance Assistant               Karen Douglas           financefumc@lighttube.net 

   Facilitator                                       Elmo Birkhead                              fumc23@lighttube.net 
 

208 West Lauderdale Street  www.fumctullahoma.com 

Church Office:  931-455-5434 or fumc@lighttube.net  Pastor Rickey’s Cell:  931-222-0314  

Finance Office:  931-455-7127 or financefumc@lighttube.net 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday, 8am-4pm  
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Our main Facebook page is First 
United Methodist Church.  

We also have a Youth page - 
FUMC Tullahoma Youth  

Ministry; and a Children’s  
page - Children’s Ministry of 

FUMC Tullahoma. 

To receive this newsletter electronically, just email the office at fumc@lighttube.net. Help us save 

 paper, postage, and time!  You can also find the newsletter on our website, www.fumctullahoma.com  


