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The Message—Pastor Rickey Wade 
Now 

One of the intriguing things about the Gospel of Mark is his use 

of the word “immediately.” Mark is the shortest gospel in the 

New Testament with only 678 verses, and 15,150 words. As a 

point of reference, most Sunday morning sermons are 1500 to 

2500 words. Therefore, Mark is telling us something about Jesus 

and his ministry by using the word “immediately” forty times in 

such a short book. 

 

I do not wish to bore you with technical stuff, but allow this 

point. The English word “immediately” is a translation of the 

Greek word euthus, which means “straight.” This is why the 

King James Version will often use the term “straightway” rather 

than “immediately.” Nonetheless, used in the most literal sense, 

the notion is that of going from point “A” to point “B” by the 

most direct route. However, as applied to action, it means to do it 

without hesitation, or in a direct manner – without waiting. 

 

Therefore, if Mark is trying to tell us something about Jesus by 

using the word “immediately” so many times, we should get the 

hint. Here is what Mark would have us to know: The gospel  

message is important, as is the work of the kingdom. In fact, the 

kingdom work and message are of such importance that we  

cannot wait until a convenient time, place, or circumstance. The 

call of God on our lives is something that must be acted upon 

immediately! 

 

Listen to the Psalmist from 119:59-60, “I thought on my ways, 

and turned my feet unto thy testimonies. I made haste, and de-

layed not to keep thy commandments.” Two things I will lift up. 

First, the Psalmist said that he turned his feet toward the testimo-

nies of God. That is, the writer changed his way to align with 

God’s way. Second, he made haste to keep the commandments 

of God. The writer did not delay; rather he did what was required 

by God immediately! We sometimes find it too easy to put off 

our prayer time, Bible study, or quite time with God. We think 

that because God is always present, we can do it later. What have 

you been putting off that God wants you to do – now would be a 

good time to do the things of God. 

 

-God bless, Pastor Rickey 

 

Current Sermon Series:   
“A New You in ‘22”  

Cultivating the Fruits of the Spirit 

January 30th 

Joy & Peace 

Psalm 30:5; John 16:33 
 

February 6th 

Patience 

2 Timothy 4:1-5 
 

February 13th 

Kindness & Goodness 

Proverbs 31:25-30;  

2 Corinthians 9:6-8 
 

February 20th 

Faithfulness & Gentleness 

Matthew 5:5; James 3:16-17 
 

February 27th 

Self-Control 

2 Peter 1:5-8 

“By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithful-

ness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law 

against such things.”  Galatians 5:22-23 (NRSV) 
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Ongoing Activities 
Sundays 

 The Patriarchs Bible Study, 5-6:30pm; 
Room #211, main building 

 

Mondays 

 Youth Disciple, 6:45pm  
 

Tuesdays 

 Henry Center Clothes Closet open for   
donation drop-off, 9:30-11:30am 

 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial  
    Assistance, 12-2pm 

 Instrumental Ensemble Rehearsal,    
5:30pm  

 Scouts, 7-8:30pm; Scout room 
 

Wednesdays 

 The Patriarchs Bible Study, 9-10:30am; 
Room #211, main building 

 Noon Prayer, 12-1pm; sanctuary 

 Wonderful Wednesdays, 3:30pm;        
Dossett Chapel 

 Choir Rehearsal, 5:45pm  

 Youth Tribes-Guys, 6pm  

 Youth Tribes-Girls, 6:30pm 

 Handbells Rehearsal, 6:45pm 
 

Thursdays 

 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial  
    Assistance, 12-2pm 

 Henry Center Clothes Closet, 12-2pm  

 Cub Scouts, 6-7pm; Scout room 

Sunday Mornings 
Nursery available from 8am-12noon 
 

8am       Traditional Worship Service,  
                 Sanctuary 
 

9am      First Light Modern Service,    
      Family Activity Center  
                 (streamed live on Facebook)  
                

10am      Sunday School for all ages;  
                 various locations  
 

10:30am   Dossett Chapel Sunday  
      School 
 

11am        Traditional Worship Service,  
                 Sanctuary (streamed live on  
                 Facebook) 

Calendar 

What’s Happening In February  

Tuesday, February 1st - Golden Circle, 11:30am;  

    Davidson Hall 

Sunday, February 6th - Youth Community &  

    Worship Night, 6pm; Family Activity Center 

Monday, February 7th - UMW Circle 9 meeting;  

    11:30am; Damron’s Restaurant 

Friday-Sunday, February 11th-13th - Youth Winter  

    Retreat; Fort Mountain Retreat Center 

Monday, February 14th - Senior Adults Game Day,  

    1:30pm; Davidson Hall 

Sunday, February 20th - Senior Adult Lunch & Trip  

    to see “Driving Miss Daisy”; see page 5 for more  

    details 

Thursday, February 24th - Book Club, 6:30pm  

Saturday, February 26th - The Social (Youth),  

    7-10pm;Family Activity Center 

Sunday, February 27th - Lent Practice Night  

    (Youth); 6pm 

“Patriarchs & Matriarchs” Bible Study 
Sundays at 5:00 p.m. or Wednesdays at 9:00 a.m. 

Meets in Room #211 above the Sanctuary 
 

The only book needed is a Bible.  There is no cost 

associated with the class.  A 3-ring notebook for 

notes may be helpful, as there are some hand-

outs.  Each class lasts approximately 1 ½ hour.   
 

If you have any questions, please give me  

a call at 931.222.0314  -Pastor Rickey 



 February 2022 Children’s Ministry—Julie Uehlein 
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***To receive communications relating to Children’s Ministry, text CHILDREN to 931-452-4747*** 

Mark 10:14-1 
“Jesus said, ‘Let the Little 

Children come to me and  

do not hinder them for the 

Kingdom of God belongs  

to such as these.’”  

Sunday Mornings  
Nursery Hours  
8 a.m. - 12 noon 

 

Sunday School 
10 a.m.; 2nd floor,  

main building 

Sermon Notes and activities available at each worship service. Have your child check them out.  

They are available at the back of the main sanctuary and at the front table in the gym. 

 

Sunday School 
Our leaders work hard each week to teach our children about Jesus.   

Would you support them with your presence? 

          -Working with you, Julie  
 

             January 30th:  “Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Blind” 

    February 6th:  “The Sermon on the Mount” 

February 13th:  “The Cost of Following Jesus” 

February 20th:  “Jesus Taught About Prayer” 

  February 27th:  “Jesus Taught About Possessions” 

It is very safe to say that the church (nationwide) has seen a major decline in the last five years and espe-

cially the last two.  Many can offer reasons that hold validity but all reasons point to the same underlying 

conditions:  sin in our life pulling us from worshiping our Father corporately (and I dare say privately), 

apathy, and a lack of priorities of what and Who really matters.  I don’t say this to point fingers as I can 

easily turn that pointing finger back on myself.  It is past time we come together, push up our sleeves and 

do  the sacrificial work to put God first in our life and in the lives of our family and children.  Will you 

join me in this work?  We are having what I can confidently say is the most important meeting to date on 

Sunday, January 30th at 4pm in the reception room off of the Main Sanctuary. This will be a roundtable 

discussion of where our Children’s Ministry has been, where we are and where we are going.  We will 

also discuss the attendance requirements that were put in place for the Christmas program.  This is your 

chance to voice your thoughts, questions and suggestions.  Childcare will be provided for ages, up to pre-

K in the Nursery and grades K-5 in the SOUL Lounge.  This ministry is yours to use for God’s glory!   

 

“Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken,  

and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe.” Hebrews 12:28 

 

Please look these verses up and pray over them thinking of your families and our ministry. 

 Hebrews 10:23-25 (do not forsake coming together) 

 Psalm 122:1 (glad to go to the Lord's house)  

 Deuteronomy 6:4-9 (love God, and teach your children) 

 Luke 2:49 (Jesus in the temple, “I must be about my Father's business”) 
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Senior Adult Ministry—Esther J. Sims  February 2022 

 “From the rising of the sun to its going down.  The Lord's  
 name is to be praised.”  Psalm 113:3 
 

 What would it look like to be a person who praises God  
 from the time one awakens each morning until the time  
 one falls asleep each night?  Not only would we be pleasing 

God as we worship him constantly, but we would also effect an incredible 
change in our personal outlook.  As we go about our day, we can look for reasons to praise God.   
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   On February 1st at     
  11:30am, our Golden  
  Circle meeting will  
  feature Nancy Lawrence    

    as our program speaker.  
Nancy’s subject will be “Miracles.”  This 
month’s menu will be “Pot Luck” so come 
and bring your favorite dish and a friend. 
We had sixteen (16) to attend last month.  
Let’s add YOU to the number in February. 

February 14th 
Join us for our first Valentine's Game Day! 

Games start at 1:30pm in Davidson Hall. 

Refreshments will be provided.  Mexican 

Train, Racko, Sequence, Yahtzee, Spot It  

and many more games will be provided.  Also you may bring your 

own favorite game.  Invite some of your friends to join in the fun.  

February Activities  

to                    

your interest… 

February 1st 

Golden Circle 
   

February 7th 

UMW Circle 9 Meeting 
 

February 14th 

Valentine's  Day Game 
 

February 20th 

Play - “Driving Miss Daisy” 
 

February 24th 

TFUMC Book Club 

VISIT SENIOR ADULT BULLETIN BOARD  FOR  UPCOMING EVENTS 

February 

Birthdays 

  2  Clare Bates 

  3  Joan Alexander 

  7  Tom Barton 

  8  Harry Kaupp 

  9  Janet Phillips 

11  Betty Green 

13  John Fetty 

16  Ann Tipps 

24  Ann Cline 

24  Jim Carter 

25  Jim McClure 

26  Stan McNabb 

28  Lynn Barnhart 

Our first day trip 

of the year will 

be February 20th 

to Murfreesboro 

to see “Driving 

Miss Daisy.”  

Leaving FAC 

building at 12:30pm. Must 

sign- up and pay by February 

13th. The cost of this trip is 

$25.00, including lunch at the 

church.  See Senior Bulletin 

board for more details. 

-January’s speaker 
 

Kris Roberts,  
Discipleship & 
Youth Ministry 
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The Henry Center—Jeff Harrison 
The Henry Center is a helping ministry of First United Methodist Church. God has 

commanded us in His word to serve our local community by helping those who  

need it. We do this in various ways, but the primary ways the Henry Center has  

chosen to do this is through assistance with food (our Food Pantry), helping with 

utility bills and rent (financial assistance), and clothing, household goods, furniture 

(our Clothes Closet). This ministry has helped thousands of Tullahoma and Coffee County residents 

and it is because of the willingness of volunteers and the financial support of the church, that this  

ministry continues to support so many. 

 

The Henry Center Clothes Closet happily accepts new or gently used men's,  

women's, and children's clothing, shoes, toys, household items, and furniture.  

At this time, they are especially in need of men’s winter clothing. 

 
On December 8th, 2021,  

Ascend Federal Credit  

Union made a donation of 

over 6,000 food items to  

our Henry Center. We are  

so grateful to Ascend for  

their generous donation! 
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Dossett Chapel—Jeff Ellison 
Wonderful Wednesdays, 3:30pm - After-school activities  

    for the children in the Dossett community. 
 

Sunday School, 10:30am - We continue to feed the kids  

    a warm, healthy(ish) breakfast and teach them about  

    our Lord, Jesus while doing arts and crafts. 
 

THANK YOU to all the wonderful volunteers for  

both Wonderful Wednesdays and Sunday School! 
 

To volunteer with this amazing ministry, contact Jeff  

Ellison at 512-217-9844 or jeff.ellison@me.com  
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The Psalms 

Many people enjoy and appreciate the Psalms of the Old Testament. Even those who do not frequent 

the church, or feel a need to worship God often find comfort in the Psalms. Of course, one such  

comfort is Psalm 23, “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want . . .” Another is Psalm 42, “As  

a deer longs for flowing streams, so longs my soul for you, O God . . .” Maybe such comfort comes 

from the Psalms because they are ancient Hebrew poetry. The Psalms are the hymnal of the Hebrew 

people from the time of Kings David and Solomon. They speak to us in times of joy and sadness. 

Likewise, they help us acknowledge our human error as in Psalm 51, “Have mercy on me, O God, 

according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin” (vv. 1-2). The Psalms cover a 

vast array of human experience. One might say they connect humanity with the divine, and as such, 

like any hymnal, they help us worship. 

 

A clear example of a celebratory psalm is Psalm 95. In Latin, Psalm 95 is, “Venite,”  

which means, “come.” This psalm invites us to come, to sing, and to rejoice in the Lord: 

 

“Come, let us sing to the Lord; let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. Let us come 

before his presence with thanksgiving and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. For the 

Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods. In his hand are the caverns of the 

earth, and the heights of the hills are his also. The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands 

have molded the dry land. Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, and kneel before the 

Lord our Maker. For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of 

his hand. Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!” (vv.1-7) 

 

This is but a sampling of the Psalms. No doubt I have overlooked a psalm that gives you great  

comfort. Nevertheless, the Psalms speak to us in very powerful ways. Did you know that Psalm  

119 is basically the ABC song of the Hebrew people? Psalm 119 consists of twenty-two, eight  

verse sections. The first word (in Hebrew) in each section begins with a corresponding letter of the 

Hebrew alphabet. For instance, the first word of verses one through eight all begin with the Hebrew 

letter for “A;” the next eight begin with the letter “B,” and so on. There are twenty-two letters in the 

Hebrew alphabet, thus 176 verses in Psalm 119. My favorite verses of Psalm 119 are 59-60,  

“I thought on my ways and turned my feet unto Thy testimonies; I made haste and delayed not to  

keep Thy commandments.” This says a great deal about our need to follow God. 

 

Finally, the Psalms help us find our place; that is, they help us to see  

ourselves as the handiwork of God, and God as the Omnipotent Creator  

of all things. As such, it is appropriate to share with God our joys and  

concerns, our highs and lows, as well as our accomplishments and mistakes. 

Therefore, it is our place to worship the Creator of life. I invite you then,  

in all the ebb and flow of life to turn to the Psalms. Whatever your need, 

there you will find a balm for your soul. 

 

-God bless, Pastor Rickey 
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The twice postponed General Conference (GC2022) is still scheduled to begin  

on August 29th.  The Commission on the General Conference will make a final  

decision to have, postpone, or cancel GC2022 by April 1st.  A postponement  

would likely be held in August 2023 and a cancellation would likely have  

the next GC in 2024; the regularly scheduled quadrennial year.  At least  

six months are needed for delegates around the world to obtain visa’s,  

be vaccinated for Covid and complete final preparations for an in- 

person General Conference.  If GC2022 proceeds as scheduled and  

the Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace through Separation or 

“Protocol” is approved, Annual Conferences and congregations  

may begin voting immediately after GC2022 to align with another  

Methodist denomination or vote to remain in the Post-Separated UMC,  

(PSUMC).  If GC2022 is postponed or cancelled, there will be no vote  

on the Protocol.  This legislation is needed to allow congregations to align  

with another Methodist denomination and keep their assets and property.   

 

The Trust Clause has caused some confusion.  As a congregation of the UMC, by the Book of Disci-

pline, all our assets belong to our Annual Conference and TFUMC hold these assets in “trust”.  The 

other way to look at this is as a member of the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Annual Conference, we 

are part “owner” of all other UMC churches.  The only way that TFUMC’s assets would go to the 

Annual Conference is if our Church Council allow that to happen by voting to leave the UMC.  The 

Protocol legislation releases the “Trust Clause” and allows congregations to leave the UMC and go 

to another Methodist denomination with their assets.    

 

Until such time that a General Conference meets and approves the Protocol legislation, there will be 

little movement of congregations to other forms of Methodism.  If the General Conference is post-

poned/cancelled, the Connectional Corner (CC) will also pause. The intent of the Connectional Cor-

ner was to inform TFUMC of the imminent breakup of the United Methodist Church and its conse-

quences at the May, 2020 General Conference.  TFUMC is one of the most well-informed congrega-

tions in the region and once there is assurance that a General Conference will be held, the CC will 

resume and present the remaining topics of 1) action required by the TFUMC Church Council prior 

to a congregational vote and 2) the comparison between the PSUMC and the Global Methodist 

Church.  These articles would serve better if closer to a congregational vote.  

  

Please continue your prayers for the UMC, TFUMC, our Church Council and our staff that we may 

respect our differences and move forward in proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

-Craig Diller, Lay Member to Annual Conference 
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Attendance 
Average Attendance 2022  

 

8:00 a.m. Worship     47  
First Light Worship     69  
11:00  a.m. Worship        67  
Total     183 
 
Sunday School      58  

Finance 
December 2021 

 

Revenue 
YTD Budget       $ 831,332 
Received            $ 825,744 
 

Expenditures 
YTD Budget       $ 831,332 
Disbursed          $ 794,630 

Sanctuary Music - Doug Clark, Music Director 
Chris Blondin - Accompanist/Organist 
 

“Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make  
music from your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for 
everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Ephesians 5:19-20 
 

The Sanctuary Choir, Instrumental  
Ensemble, and Canterbury Ringers  
are committed to musical excellence,  
to glorify God, and to create a musical  
atmosphere in which our congregation  
can worship the Lord in spirit and truth.  
If you are interested in being a part of  
the Sanctuary Music program or have  
any questions, please contact Doug Clark at doug.fumc@gmail.com. 
 

Sanctuary Choir: 
The Sanctuary Choir is primarily made up of adults but is open to high school students as well.  
The choir meets downstairs in the Choral Hall on Wednesdays at 5:45pm. 
 

Instrumental Ensemble: 
The Instrumental Ensemble meets downstairs in the Instrumental Hall on Tuesdays at 5:00pm.  
 

Canterbury Ringers: 
The Canterbury Ringers are our handbell choir that meet downstairs next to the Choral Hall on  
Wednesdays at 6:45pm.   

Church Family, 
 

I would like to share some news with you.  Mandy White, our Administrative Assistant, has taken a 

position with the Tennessee/Western Kentucky Conference of the United Methodist Church.  Her last 

day with Tullahoma First UMC in an official capacity will be February 6th, 2022.  I am excited for 

Mandy and wish her the best in this expanded role of serving the Church.  Please join me in congratu-

lating her as you have the opportunity to do so.   
 

-God bless, Pastor Wade 



 

Keeping In Prayers 

Tom Berninger 

Shirley Moore 

Judy Fitch 

Dona Rhudy 

Janis Helms 

Helen Smith (mother of Connie Hyde  

    & grandmother of Aimee Whitt) 

Carl Corley (nephew of Steve Hoagland) 

Debbie Amos 

Joan Alexander 

Ruth Rymer 

Nellie Wasilewski 

David Savelle (cousin  

    of Stephen Savelle) 

Sarah Mauer (sister  

    of Emily Thoma) 

Edith Gammon 

Tim Counts 

Toni & Bill Overton 

Verna Hastings 

Ruby Hobbs 

Nancy Wright 

Mary Lou Barnett 
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  At Tullahoma FUMC there are  

many ways to give:   
Electronic:  Visit our website, www.fumctullahoma.com, and click the online giving link.  

Bank drafts & automatic payments can be set up with Karen in the finance office.  

Text: If you would like to use your phone to give, simply text “Give2fumc” to 732-56 and follow  

    the prompts.  

Weekly envelopes can be requested from Karen. If you already use weekly envelopes, the ones  

    for 2022 are available outside the Church Office.  
 

For more information, please contact Karen Douglas in the Finance Office at 455-7127  

or financefumc@lighttube.net. Thank you for giving! 

If you have someone you would like to add to the prayer list, please contact the church office 

at 455-5434 or fumc@lighttube.net. Also, if you have updates about your loved one currently 

on the prayer list, please contact the office with that information. It is important for us to have 

the most accurate information so that we may provide the appropriate congregational care.  

A Note from the Epley Family 
 

Dear Church Family,  
 

My family and I would like to thank 

each and everyone of you, for the 

prayers, thoughts and meals that you 

prepared for us during my hospitaliza-

tion and while I was home recuperat-

ing from my illness. We are so grate-

ful and humbled by your kindness.   
 

-Blessings, the Epley family 

Sanctuary Altar Flowers 
 

The following dates  

are available  

for providing  

altar flowers:   
 

February 20th & 27th 
  

If you would like to provide flowers  

in memory of or in honor of a loved 

one, please contact the church office  

at 455-5434 or fumc@lighttube.net. 
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Tullahoma TN 37388 

To receive text  
messages & emails 
from the church to 

keep you in the loop 
about everything that is going on, just text the word 
church to 931-452-4747 and click on the response. 
You may also signup to receive texts from specific 
areas of ministry. For our Children’s Ministry, text 

children; for our Senior Adults ministry, text 
fumcsam . Once your form is filled out, we will 

begin sending you all the info you'll need.  

  Connect 
   Senior Pastor                                            Rickey Wade                     pastorfumc80@gmail.com 

   Worship & Communications                  Jeff Harrison                             jeffhfumc@lighttube.net 

   Discipleship & Youth                         Kris Roberts                     krisfumc@lighttube.net 

   Youth, Young Adults, Missions             Megan Dauzat                meganfumc@gmail.com 

   Children & Fellowship                      Julie Uehlein         childrensfumc@lighttube.net 

   Senior Adults & Congregational Care         Esther J. Sims                              ejsfumc@lighttube.net 

   Dossett Chapel               Jeff Ellison                      jeff.ellison@me.com 

   Traditional Music Ministry                         Doug Clark                  doug.fumc@gmail.com 

   Organist and Accompanist              Chris Blondin          blondinmusic@bellsouth.net 

   First Light Music Ministry                          John Cook             johnjaniece@bellsouth.net 

   Finance Assistant               Karen Douglas           financefumc@lighttube.net 

   Facilitator                                       Elmo Birkhead                              fumc23@lighttube.net 
 

208 West Lauderdale Street  www.fumctullahoma.com 

Church Office:  931-455-5434 or fumc@lighttube.net  Pastor Rickey’s Cell:  931-222-0314  

Finance Office:  931-455-7127 or financefumc@lighttube.net 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday, 8am-4pm  
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Our main Facebook page is First 
United Methodist Church.  

We also have a Youth page - 
FUMC Tullahoma Youth  

Ministry; and a Children’s  
page - Children’s Ministry of 

FUMC Tullahoma. 

To receive this newsletter electronically, just email the office at fumc@lighttube.net. Help us save paper, 

postage and time!  You can also find the newsletter on our website, www.fumctullahoma.com  


