
 February 2019 

Recordings of Pastor Rickey’s sermons are available on our website. Go to www.fumctullahoma.com, select the 
“podcast” tab and then you may scroll down on that page and select the sermon you want to listen to. 

The Message—Pastor Rickey Wade 

Now 

One of the intriguing things about the Gospel according to Saint Mark is  

his use of the word “immediately.”  Mark is the shortest gospel in the  

New Testament with only 678 verses, and 15,150 words.  As a point  

of reference, most Sunday morning sermons are 1500 to 2500  

words.  Therefore, Mark is telling us something about Jesus  

and his ministry by using the word “immediately” forty  

times in such a short book. 

 

I do not wish to bore you with technical stuff, but allow this  

point.  The English word “immediately” is a translation of  

the Greek word which means “straight.”  This is why the King  

James Version will often use the term “straightway” rather than “immediately.” Nonetheless, used in the 

most literal sense, the notion is that of going from point “A” to point “B” by the most direct route. However, 

as applied to action, it means to do it without hesitation, or in a direct manner – without waiting.   

 

Therefore, if Mark is trying to tell us something about Jesus by using the word “immediately” so many times, 

we should get the hint.  Here is what Mark would have us to know: The gospel message is important, and so 

is the work of the kingdom.  In fact, the kingdom work and message are of such importance that we cannot 

wait until a convenient time, place, or circumstance.  The call of God on our lives is something that must be 

acted upon immediately!  

Listen to the Psalmist from 119:59-60, “I thought on 

my ways, and turned my feet unto thy testimonies.  I 

made haste, and delayed not to keep thy  

commandments.”  Two things I will lift up.  First,  

the Psalmist said that he turned his feet toward the  

testimonies of God.  That is, the writer changed his 

way to align with God’s way.  Second, he made haste 

to keep the commandments of God.  The writer did  

not delay; rather he did what was required by God  

immediately!  We sometimes find it too easy to put  

off our prayer time, Bible study, or quiet time with 

God.  We think that because God is always present,  

we can do it later.  The most important thing in life is 

not a thing, it is a who.  Nothing is more important 

than our relationship with God.  What have you been 

putting off that God wants you to do?  Now would be  

a good time to do the things of God.  
   

 -God bless, Pastor Rickey  

February  

Sermon Series 
“You & Me: Marriage, 

Family, Friends, God” 
 

“We are to love God with heart, soul, and 

strength, and we are to make our love of God 

known in, and through, all our relationships.”  

-Pastor Rickey  
 

February 3rd  

“You & Me:  Marriage” - Genesis 2:21-24 
 

February 10th  

“You & Me:  Family” - Ephesians 6:1-4 
 

February 17th  

“You & Me:  Friends” -  Proverbs 18:24 
 

February 24th  

“You & Me:  God” -  Deuteronomy 6:4-9 
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Ongoing Activities 

Sundays 

 Confirmation Class, 10am; Confirmation room 

 High School Youth Group, 5-7pm 

 Disciple Fast Track, 5:30-7pm; Davidson Hall 
 

Mondays 

 GriefShare (beginning February 18th), 3:30-

5pm; Davidson Hall 

 Handbells, 5:30-6:30pm 
 

Tuesdays 

 Knitters’ Group, 10am-12pm; room #4 off  

   Davidson Hall (3rd, 4th & 5th Tue.) 

 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial  

   Assistance, 10:30am  

 Boy Scouts 7-8:30pm 
 

Wednesdays 

 Dossett Chapel activities, 3:15-5pm 

 Instrument Ensemble, 5:30-6:15pm  

 Middle School Youth Group, 6-8pm 

 Choir Rehearsal, 6:30-7:45pm 

 Adult Bible Study, 6:30-8pm; room #113 
 

Thursdays 

 Disciple Fast Track, 9-10:30am; Davidson Hall 

 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial  

   Assistance, 10:30am 

 Henry Center Clothes Closet, 12-2pm  

 High School Youth Disciple, 6-8pm; the House  
 

Fridays 

 Adult Art Group, 10am, art room, main bldg. 

Sunday Mornings 

Calendar 

8am         Worship—Traditional Service in the  

                   Sanctuary 

9am        Worship—First Light Modern Service  

                   in the Family Activity Center 

10am        Sunday School for all ages; various   

                   locations in the main building and the  

                   Family Activity Center 

10:30am     Dossett Chapel Sunday School 

11am          Worship—Traditional Service in the  

                   Sanctuary 

Friday, February 1st-Sunday, February 3rd   

    Warmth In Winter (Youth) 

Sunday, February 3rd - teamKID/Super Bowl  

    Party, 10:45am-12pm; Family Activity Center 

Tuesday, February 5th - Golden Circle, 11:30am;  

    Davidson Hall 

Friday, February 15th - Senior Adult trip to see  

    “Singing in the Rain” 

Saturday, February 16th - Children’s Department   

    Family Pool Party; 4-6pm; DW Wilson 

Monday, February 18th - United Methodist Women  

    3rd Monday meeting, 10:30am; Davidson Hall 

Tuesday, February 19th - Encouragers’ Luncheon,  

    12pm; Ruby Tuesday 

Saturday, February 23rd - Women’s Retreat “The  

    Bride of Christ”, 10am-4pm; Shelbyville 

Tuesday, February 26th - “The Table” Community  

    Feeding Program, 12pm; Davidson Hall 

Thursday, February 28th - Book Club, 6:30pm; at  

    the home of Cindy Young 

Church Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday  8am-4:30pm 

Friday          8am-12 noon 

What’s Happening In February 

Congratulations!Congratulations!  

Jeff & Beth Harrison  

welcomed their new baby girl, 

Sarah Lillian “Sadie”,  

to the world on November 26th. 
 

****** 
Patrick & Laura Ruff  

welcomed their new baby girl, 

Blakeleigh Sloan,  

to the world on December 31st. 



 February 2019 Children’s Ministry—Julie Uehlein 

Our memorization for February is the Books  

of the Bible - New Testament.  Your child will 

be given a copy of this during Sunday School 

that you can work on at home.  Those children 

that can recite this to me by the end of  

February will earn a $10 Wal-Mart gift card. 
 

On February 3rd, we will have a Super Bowl 

party from 10:45am–noon for ages Pre K–5th 

grade.  Your child is invited to wear a jersey to 

church that day and you are invited to cheer 

them on during this time.  I need a few more 

volunteers, so let me know if you can help. 
 

Who’s ready for a pool party?  We have  

rented the indoor pool at DW Wilson on  

February 16th from 4–6 pm.  This is open to 

all children and parents, and your child is  

highly encouraged to bring friends.  Is there a 

family you have wanted to invite to church? 

Invite them to the pool party!!! 
 

With the grey winter days,  it is hard to  

imagine that VBS is only 4 months away.   

We are collecting toilet paper and paper towel  

rolls now that can be left in my office or the 

main office.  Can you help with VBS the  

week before, during or clean-up after?  If so, 

contact Beth Harrison (434-2425).  

 

Summer 2019 Cedar Crest Camp dates are 

June 23rd-28th.  Is your child interested in  

going?  See me ASAP! 

 

Be blessed! Miss Julie 

Our nursery is available for  

children who have not entered 

elementary school, when age  

appropriate classes are not of-

fered. While your child is in the 

nursery, he/she is learning the song “Jesus Loves 

Me” and hearing The Lord’s Prayer before snack.  
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***To receive communications relating to Children’s Ministry, text CHILDREN to 931-452-4747*** 

Jesus said, “Let the  
Little Children come  

to me and do not  
hinder them for  
the Kingdom of  

God belongs to such  
as these” Mark 10:14-1 

Sunday Mornings Sunday Mornings Sunday Mornings   
Nursery Hours  
8 a.m. - 12 noon 

 

Sunday School 
10 a.m. (main bldg., 2nd floor) 

 

 

Sermon Notes and activities available at each worship service. Have your child check them out.  

They are available at the front and back of the Main Sanctuary and at the front table in the gym. 

 

Calendar of Events 
   

February 
3rd    teamKID - Super Bowl    
         Party, 10:45am-12pm;  
         Family Activity Center  
16th  Family Pool Party 
         4-6pm 
         DW Wilson 
 

March  
3rd   Children serve Communion at NHC; 
        10:45am- meet in the SOUL Lounge to  
        ride the bus 
 

April 
10th  Stuff Easter eggs at Morning Pointe,  
          1:30pm 
14th   Palm Sunday; children are invited to carry  
           palm branches at the 9 and 11am services 
20th  Easter Egg Hunt, 10-11am; Thoma home 
21st    Easter; Children’s Church at 11am service 
26th-28th   All Church Retreat 
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Senior Ministry—Esther J. Sims  February 2019 

Check Senior Adult Bulletin Board weekly for updates, photos and more details. 

11   Betty Green 

13   John Fetty 

16   Ann Tipps 

24   Ann Cline 

24   Jim Carter 

25   Jim McClure 

26   Stan McNabb 

28   Lynn Barnhart 

Page 5 

2     Clare Bates 

3     Joan Alexander 

4     Mary Middleton 

6     Don Bond  

6     Ruth Binkley 

7     Tom Barton 

8     Harry Kaupp 

9     Janet Phillips 

February Happenings…February Happenings…February Happenings…   

Tuesday, February 5th - Golden Circle, 11:30am;  

    Davidson Hall 

Friday, February 15th - trip to see “Singing in  

    the Rain”  

Tuesday, February 19 - Encouragers’ Luncheon,  

    12pm; Ruby Tuesday 

Saturday, February 23rd - Women’s Retreat  

    “The Bride of Christ” 

Thursday, February 28th -  Book Club, 6:30pm;  

    at the home of Cindy Young    

Thought for the Month:  The Word of God tells us that the devil comes  

to steal and destroy (John 10:10).  One of the things he loves to take  

from the people of God is their joy.  Why?  Because the joy of the  

Lord is our strength. He knows that and will try every trick in the  

book to take that strength from us.  That's why we have to be aware   

of the devil's crafty ways for stealing our joy.  For instance if going  

to the post office during lunch time steals your joy, go earlier or later  

in the day when there's less congestion.  Ask God to give you a daily infusion  

of joy.  God has an endless supply of joy waiting for you- claim it often during the day.  Nehemiah 8:10 says, 

"Neither be ye sorry for the joy of the LORD is your strength."   

February  

Birthdays 

   Golden Circle    

       will meet  

       Tuesday,  

  February 5th at  

  11:30am.  This    

   will be our first meeting of the  

    year.  Please come and enjoy   

     some delicious food and our  

           Black History Month  

    presentation by Esther J. Sims.   
 

If you would like to do a program 

for us, please contact Esther.  We 

would be happy to have you join 

us and hear your presentation. 

Mr. R.E. Alexander celebrated 

his 100th birthday on December 

20th with cake, 100-plus birthday 

cards, music, family and friends.  

Mayor Curlee honored him by 

naming December 20th “R.E.  

Alexander Day” in Tullahoma. 

Miss Clara (Karen Abercrombie) from the movie "The War Room" will be a guest speaker  

at a Women's Retreat in Shelbyville on Saturday, February 23rd from 10am-4pm.  Tickets 

are $10.00 and include lunch. This is for women of all ages.  What a perfect time to do some 

intergenerational bonding.  Tullahoma FUMC will provide transportation at no cost to  

participants even if you have already purchased your ticket or will be doing so on your own. 

29   Richard Pless  



Hey Everyone, 
 

How are those New Year’s resolutions going? It’s so  

hard to change, right? Isn’t it funny that we have  

sayings like, “The only constant in life is change”?  

While our lives are completely different, even day  

to day, sometimes it seems that nothing changes  

at all. I’m sure you are sick of hearing it, but we are  

trying to be better communicators as church leadership  

and church staff, and we need your help. If you haven’t signed up for the All Church Text, here’s how to do it. 

   

Text the word CHURCH to 931-452-4747 
 

Follow the prompts and it will ask you some questions  

and you will be ready to go. We don’t want you to miss  

out on anything, so please sign up as soon as possible. 

 

We also want you to know about the giving options  

you have on a Sunday morning. I know for myself,  

I rarely have cash on me and I never have my check  

book with me. It lives in a dark desk drawer and comes  

out of hibernation once a year to hunt and then goes back to sleep.  

Here is how you use your phone to give on Sunday mornings, or anytime. 

 

        Text the word Give2FUMC to 732-56 
 

        Click the link and you can set up an account, put 

        in checking account info and it is 100% secure and 

        safe. You can give to your pledge, general, or even 

        to the Henry Center offering on the first Sunday of 

        the month. We want to make you aware of this 

        option and encourage you to give in this way. 

 

                                                                                                If you love the First Light service, I would  

                                                                                     encourage you to invite a friend, a co-worker, a neighbor.   

                                                                         Pray and ask God who that might be in your life and boldly ask  

                                                          them to come experience Jesus on a Sunday morning at First Light. 

                  -In Christ, Jeff 

First Light & Outreach Ministry—Jeff  Harrison Page 6 The Good News 

Communion Servers - Once a month 
 

Coffee - Once a month on rotation 

Tech Team - Every / every other week 
 

Worship Team - Every /every other week 
 

Contact Jeff @ jeffhfumc@lighttube.net for more info. 

mailto:jeffhfumc@lighttube.net
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The Henry Center—Jeff  Harrison                                                                                                

Hey Everyone, 
 

As Pastor Rickey shared last month during our services, FUMC gave away last 

year +$150,000 to our community through all of our different ministries- the 

Henry Center, Clothes Closet, Dossett, etc. That is amazing! I am extremely 

proud to be a part of a church that has so much concern for their community and 

doesn’t just talk about it, but puts real dollars and cents towards the needs, and 

very real hours donated to the work involved. The Henry Center continues to fulfill a real need in our 

community by providing food and financial assistance twice a week, most weeks of the year. We had an 

anonymous donor give money toward a new freezer for the food pantry. I want to say thank you for your 

contribution. Not only does it provide a helpful tool in the work that we do, but also encourages all our 

volunteers that you support their work as well. We can all contribute in many ways. Some can give, some 

can volunteer, and through those different ways, we can serve our community. Please consider giving on 

the first Sunday of the month during communion and if you would like to get involved serving, we would 

love to have you! Contact me at jeffhfumc@lighttube.net  -In Christ, Jeff 

The Good News Missions & Opportunities to Serve 

 
 

 

The Community Feeding Program "The Table" will be serving meals  
Tuesday, February 26th, 2019 in Davidson Hall from 12 noon until 1pm.  
We can always use helpers. There will be a sign-up list for those wishing  
to help posted by February 3rd. “The Table” will be the fourth Tuesday of 

each month, foreseeing no conflicts.  Come help us build community with the people of our town  
and county. We are very appreciative of King’s Cross O.W.L.S. Sunday School class for providing  

the food for the January’s program. 

                       I received a Christmas  

card and letter this week 

from our Connecting 

Congregational pastor  

at our church in Liepa, 

Latvia.  It was good to hear that the church 

we built is going strong and that they have 

started an outreach ministry in Liepa.  

Their ministry is to introduce the church, 

invite people to join their services, and 

most importantly, they are visiting homes 

in the community to tell people that God 

loves them.  It is a blessing to witness the 

hands and feet of Jesus working in a place 

where God was not allowed for so many 

years under the communist rule. 

Missions Moment—Holt Cason See All the People 
Back in the fall, we  

had you fill out cards 

about “Gifts of the 

Head,  Hand and 

Heart.”  We had over 

100 cards returned.  Thank you for 

your participation.  Some of you have 

been asking what's being done with 

those cards?  We are in the 

process of putting these cards 

in some type of order so that 

we can best use them to meet 

the needs of our church and 

community.   Be patient with 

us as we strive to put into  

action to “See all the People.” 
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Special Session of General Conference - February 23rd-26th 
The Council of Bishops has called a Special Session of the General Conference of The United Methodist Church  

to be held February 23rd-26th in St. Louis, Missouri. The purpose is to receive and act on a report from the  

Commission on a Way Forward based on the recommendations of the Council of Bishops. The Commission was 

authorized by General Conference 2016 and appointed by the Council of Bishops to examine paragraphs in The 

Book of Discipline concerning human sexuality and exploring options to strengthen the unity of the church.  
 

The Council of Bishops, in partnership with The Upper Room, encourage every United Methodist to fast weekly  

(as health allows) and to pray daily.  The suggested fasting period is from Thursday after dinner to Friday mid-

afternoon.  The suggested time of prayer is daily from 2:23-2:26, am or pm. Pastor Rickey will be leading a time  

of prayer once a week on Wednesday mornings, from 9-9:30am in our chapel.  We hope you will join in this  

time of prayer as you are able.  

A Basic Summary of General Conference 2019 plans and implications for the local church. (Please note, General 

Conference has not acted on any of these plans and no decisions have been made.  The following is provided  

so you may be informed as General Conference convenes and decides how we will move forward.) 
 

One Church Plan 

Summary: *Affirms sexual relations only within the covenant of monogamous marriage between two adults 

(thereby permitting homosexual marriage) *Declares we are not of one mind regarding human sexuality and per-

mits persons in the church to interpret and decide issues of human sexuality differently *Permits pastors to bless 

monogamous homosexual marriages anywhere secular law permits such marriages *Removes restrictive language 

from the Book of Discipline that prohibits same-gender weddings at UMC properties and ordination of “self-

avowed practicing homosexuals” *Does not require churches or conferences to accept such practices and contains 

language to protect consciences of pastors and congregations  

Local Church Implications: *Could be assigned practicing homosexual clergy or pastors who would perform same-

sex weddings, and would not be able to refuse the appointment *Relies on bishops to be sensitive as to the desires 

of local churches *May write policies explicitly allowing or forbidding same-sex weddings on church property 

(requires local church vote) *Creates a patchwork of different practices across the UMC *No gracious exit provi-

sions 
 

Connectional Conference Plan  

Summary: *Replaces current five U.S. jurisdictional conferences with three connectional conferences based on af-

finity on issues related to the definition of marriage and ordination standards – Progressive, Unity, and Traditional 

*All three would use a general Book of Discipline (Articles of Religion, General Rules, Confession of Faith) with 

the ability to adapt other portions to their context of ministry *Provides space for different practices and beliefs by 

the different connectional conferences *Central conferences could choose to be own connectional conference or 

join a U.S. one *Requires numerous Constitutional Amendments  

Local Church Implications: *Can choose affiliation with any of the three connectional conferences regardless of 

their annual conference’s choice. Thus congregation may have to vote on where to align if disagrees with annual 

conference choice *Clergy appointment only within the chosen connectional conference *Abide by wedding poli-

cies set by their connectional conference *Ordination standards determined by the chosen connectional conference 
 

“Modified” Traditional Plan 

Summary: *Retains the church’s current position on the practice of homosexuality, enhances accountability, and 

provides a gracious exit path for annual conferences, local churches, and clergy who cannot abide by the require-

ments of the Book of Discipline into a new self-governing Methodist church  

Local Church Implications: *No vote unless local church disagrees with annual conference decision to stay or leave 

UMC *If annual conference votes to leave, church may vote to stay. *If annual conference votes to stay, church 

may vote to leave with property and join another annual conference which is leaving *Churches which elect to stay 

when their annual conference is leaving would be realigned with a remaining annual conference *Churches that 

leave must pay their share of pensions. 
 

You can read the full report at: http://www.umc.org/topics/generalconference-2019-special-session. 
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Attendance 
Average Attendance 2018  
 

8:00 a.m. Worship         66    
First Light Worship       140    
11:00  a.m. Worship          117    
Total         323 
 

Sunday School        112  
Dossett Sunday School         9  
Total         121     

At FUMC there are many ways to give:   

 Electronic:  Visit our website, www.fumctullahoma.com, and click the online giving link.  

 Bank drafts & automatic payments can be set up with Katrina in the finance office.  

 Text: If you would like to use your phone to give, simply text “Give2fumc” to 732-56 and  

          follow the prompts.  

 Weekly envelopes can be requested from Katrina.  
 

For more information, please contact Katrina Walton  in the Finance Office  

At 455-7127 or financefumc@lighttube.net. Thank you for giving! 

Finance 
Preliminary Close - 2018 
 

Revenue 
YTD Budget             $907,180 
Received                  $850,573 
 

Expenditures 
YTD Budget             $956,302 
Disbursed               $856,507 

Trustees—Bill Bates 

 The Trustees met on January 3rd to begin planning for the year.  Other than usual maintenance issues, 

we are looking at a new landscaping contract, repair/replacement of the Chestnut Alley guardrail,  

replacing fogged windows, improving signage on the campus, and safety related improvements.   
 

We encourage you to share needs and concerns regarding our facilities with any of the Trustees who 

are:  Bailey Ragan, Kirk Butler, John Prebola, Mike Greene, Dwight Miller, Elizabeth Banks, Jamie 

Davenport, Bill Caps and Bill Bates. 

Home Communion Teams 
We are in need of two more teams to serve Home Communion. 

Our Home Communion teams only serve two to three times a 

year, once a month. Those interested can email Wendy Colvin  

at wendypc13@gmail.com for details.   

Church Challenge 
  The Henry Center Clothes Closet is in need of underwear and socks for all ages.  

Please help with this need by donating new underwear and new/slightly used socks.  

The items can be dropped off in the bin located in the back of the chapel.   

Thank you for your blessings.  -Terry Rayfield 



 

Keeping In Prayers 
Betty Peterson 

Forrest Frame 

Mary Lou Barnett 

Ruby Hobbs 

Rachel Prince 

Sue Molvik (friends of  

    Pam & Frank Steinle) 

Barbara Buckner 

Ross Roepke 

Rita Breezley 

Mary Alice Hollinshead 

Greg Miller (cousin of Janiece Cook) 

Bill Overton 

Judy Babb (friend of Karen Ortiz) 

Ken Nutt 

Lloyd Long (brother of Sylvia Garner) 

Pete & Pam Asmann (family of  

    Marcia Massengill) 

Carolyn Graham (sister of Bob Prater) 

Billy Roy & Dale Murray (Nancy  

    Wright’s family) 

Honorariums 

Toni Overton 
from United Methodist 

Women 
 

Barbara Oakley 
from Wednesday Morning  

Bible Study group 
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Memorials 

Marian Brown 
from Charlotte Hatheway 

Encouragers’ Group 

We will meet on Tuesday, February 19th at 12pm, at Ruby Tuesday. -God bless, Linda Roberts 

     Altar Flowers 
  The following dates are available for providing Altar flowers:  

March 10th, and March 24th.  If you would like to provide  

flowers in memory of or in honor of a loved one, please contact the 

church office, 455-5434 or fumc@lighttube.net. 

GriefShare 
A new session of GriefShare begins Monday,  

February 18th and will conclude on May 13th.  The 

group will meet from 3:30-5pm in Davidson Hall. 
 

This is a support group for those who are grieving 

the loss of a loved one.  We meet weekly for 13  

sessions, but each session is self-contained. The  

program is composed of 3 parts:  video, group  

discussion and personal workbook.  
  

Anyone is welcome.  For additional  

information call 931-455-5434.   

Mrs. Margaret Richardson passed 

away January 1st. A private graveside 

service was held January 3rd. 
 

Mrs. Savannah Christine DuBose 

Thomaston (mother of Cathy Diller), 

passed away on Monday, January 7th.  

Services were held in Columbus, GA 

on January 12th. 

Skylar Roepke (great-granddaughter  

of Ross Roepke) passed away on  

Thursday, January 10th.  Services  

were held on January 13th. 
 

Mrs. Belinda Turner (sister-in-law  

of Charlotte Roberts) passed away on  

Sunday, January 20th, in Miramar, FL.  

No arrangements at this time. 

 With Sympathy 

Mrs. Emily Cunningham (sister-in-law of Ann Cunningham, mother-in-law of Janet  

Cunningham, grandmother of Ryan & Allison) passed away January 23rd. Arrangements pending.  
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Our main Facebook page is First 

United Methodist Church.  

We also have a Youth page - 

FUMC Tullahoma Youth Ministry; 

and a Children’s page - Children’s  

Ministry of FUMC Tullahoma. 


