
 December 2021 

The Message—Pastor Rickey Wade 

Kate’s Bible 

This year, during our Sunday of Service, Kate just had to show me her Bible.  

If you do not know Kate, she is a sweetheart with blonde hair and loads of  

energy.  She and her family most often attend the 9:00 a.m. service.  She  

was so proud of her new Bible.  This Bible had space in the margins to  

write notes, and every few pages it had a picture she could color.  As  

she showed me the Bible, I could hear her excitement as she talked of  

coloring the story pages. 
 

After my time with Kate, I thought about her Bible and what made it so  

special.  I think it is special because it is a love letter from God first and  

foremost.  However, I also think this Bible is special because Kate has the opportunity to make the story of 

God her story too.  As she makes notes and colors those special pages, the story of who she is will be woven 

into the story of God and God’s love for her.  The thought of this warms my heart. 
 

Then again, I thought that is what God does for all of us.  Through the stories of God’s love for us, our story 

is woven into God’s story.  We can, at times, feel the joy and praise of the Psalmist, sense the awe of Isaiah 

as he witnesses the throne room of heaven, or stand with amazement as God enters Ezekiel’s valley of the 

dry bones.  Maybe even more powerful, we can hear Jesus speak directly to us as he says, “Come to me, all 

of you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).  The story 

of God is always powerful, but it is exceptionally powerful when we make it our own. 
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 Upcoming Sermons 

Advent Sermon Series  

Jesus is Hope 

December 5th, 12th, 19th, 24th 
 

December 5th 

Philippians 1:3-11 
 

December 12th 

Luke 1:39-45 

11am Unified Worship  

Children’s Christmas Program   
 

December 19th 

Philippians 4:4-7 
 

December 24th 

Luke 2:1-10 

6pm Christmas Eve Service 
 

December 26th 

Luke 2:41-52 

One story that is uniquely our own is the story of how God came 

to us as an innocent baby, as a little child.  God came to us out 

of love, out of an abundance of grace, and through a desire to 

see us made whole.  Each year, we relive the story of how God 

came to save us all and as we hear that story year after year, that 

story becomes our story.  Each year we find ourselves traveling 

with shepherds to find Mary, Joseph, and the babe lying in a 

manger, and we leave that scene, glorifying and praising God  

for all the things that we have heard and seen.  
 

God’s story is a wonderful story and it is our story.  The story  

of God is woven with ours and ours is woven with God’s.  May 

God bless you in this Christmas Season, and may the Christ 

Child fill your home with love and peace.   

 

-God bless, Pastor Rickey 



The Good News Page 2 

Ongoing Activities 
Mondays 

 Youth Disciple, 6:45pm  
 

Tuesdays 

 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial  
    Assistance, 12-2pm 

 Instrumental Ensemble Rehearsal,    
5:30pm  

 Scouts, 7-8:30pm; Scout room 
 

Wednesdays 

 Wonderful Wednesdays, 3:30pm;        
Dossett Chapel 

 Choir Rehearsal, 5:45pm  

 Youth Tribes-Girls, 6:30pm 

 Handbells Rehearsal, 6:45pm 

 Youth Tribes-Guys, 7:15pm  
 

Thursdays 

 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial  
    Assistance, 12-2pm 

 Henry Center Clothes Closet, 12-2pm  

 Cub Scouts, 6-7pm; Scout room 

Sunday Mornings 
Nursery available from 8am-12noon 
 

8am       Traditional Worship Service,  

                 Sanctuary 
 

9am      First Light Modern Service,    

      Family Activity Center  

                 (streamed live on Facebook)  
                

10am      Sunday School for all ages;  

                 various locations  
 

10:30am   Dossett Chapel Sunday  

      School 
 

11am        Traditional Worship Service,  

                 Sanctuary (streamed live on  

                 Facebook) 

Calendar 

What’s Happening In December  
Friday, December 3rd - Tullahoma Christmas  
    Parade, 7pm; we will be serving hot chocolate  
    in front of the church at 6:30pm 
 

Sunday, December 5th - FUMC Christmas Concert,  
               6:30pm; main building, sanctuary; Sanctuary  
               Choir and Instrumental Ensemble performing    
 

Wednesday, December 8th - Service of Hope &  
    Remembrance, 6:30pm; main building, sanctuary 
    (see page 11 for more information) 
 

Saturday, December 11th - Senior Adult trip to see  
    “Scrooge” in Crossville, TN 
 

Sunday, December 12th - Unified Worship &  
    Children’s Christmas Program, 11am; main  
    building, sanctuary; no Sunday School 
 

Sunday, December 12th - Youth Caroling & Christmas  
    Party, 5pm 
 

Monday, December13th - United Methodist Women  
    meeting & luncheon, 11am; Davidson Hall  
    (see page 10 for more information) 
 

Sunday, December 19th - Children’s “Happy Birthday,  
    Jesus” Party, 10am; Davidson Hall 
 

Friday, December 31st - Watch Night Service, 11:30pm 

“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a  

Son is given; and the government will be  

upon His shoulder. And His name will be  

called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,  

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  

Isaiah 9:6-7  

Christmas Eve Worship Service 
Luke  2:1-10 

6 p.m.  Traditional Candlelight and  Communion         
            Service; Children’s Choir singing 
     



 December 2021 Children’s Ministry—Julie Uehlein 

 

Christmas Program Sunday, December 12th  
11am in the Main Sanctuary (unified worship service) 

 

Rehearsal - Sunday, December 5th  
9:20-9:55am; Choir Room (basement) of the 
main building  
 

Dress Rehearsal - Sunday, December 12th  
9:30am, main sanctuary 
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***To receive communications relating to Children’s Ministry, text CHILDREN to 931-452-4747*** 

Mark 10:14-1 
“Jesus said, ‘Let the Little 

Children come to me and  

do not hinder them for the 

Kingdom of God belongs  

to such as these.’”  

Sunday Mornings  
Nursery Hours  
8 a.m. - 12 noon 

 

Sunday School 
10 a.m.; 2nd floor,  

main building 

Sermon Notes and activities available at each worship service. Have your child check them out.  

They are available at the back of the main sanctuary and at the front table in the gym. 

 

 December Events 
  5th   Tour Nativity/Games, 10am;  

           meet in SOUL Lounge 

 

19th   “Happy Birthday,  

           Jesus!” Party, 10am;  

           Davidson Hall            

   

24th   Pre K–5th singing at the 6pm  

           Christmas Eve Service; main  

           sanctuary 

 

As we enter the CHRISTmas season, my  

hope is we all slow down and truly remember 

THE reason for this season.  -Julie 

-Advent Wreath Project,  

November 21st 
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Senior Adult Ministry—Esther J. Sims  December 2021 Page 5 

  Merry Christmas from Tullahoma First United Methodist  
  Church Senior Adult Ministry Department.  As we re- 
  member and celebrate the birth of our Savior and Lord,  
  let us also remember to love on and care for one another  
  and our community. Jesus loves us with an everlasting 

Love, which flows from the depths of eternity.  Before we were born,  
He knew us.  Think on this awesome mystery of a Love that encom-
passes you from before birth to beyond the grave.  Praise be to God!   

2    Janis Giaimo 

8    Dona Rhudy  

10  Marquita Masuda  

12  Lynn Hutcheson 

13  Kathy Jensen 

15  Coleen Saunders 

17  Barbara Poston 

19  Willo Anne Hawkins 

20  Patty Gadeken 

21  Carl Ledbetter 

27  Amanda Kaupp 

27  Shirley Miller 

30 Mary Jackson 

30  Joanne Roberson 

30 Brac Thoma 

31  Cathy Diller 

Golden Circle returns January 4th at 11:30am 
with food, entertainment and fellowship. Kris  

   Roberts, Director of Youth Ministry will be our  
             program.  Kris will be highlighting the Youth's 

Department's trip to Abaco, Bahamas from back in June.  For 
this first meeting, lunch will be provide.  Please let us know 
that you plan to attend so food can be prepared for you. As 
always, you can bring a family member or friend.  

December 

Birthdays 

Welcome to David Schmisseur  
as our new Senior Adult Ministry 
Chair.  We look forward to our 

work together.  Many, many 
thanks to Pat Tucker who served 
as our Chair since our inception  
in 2014. Pat, it was an honor to 

serve with you.  

   

December Activities to                  December Activities to                  December Activities to                  your interest…your interest…your interest…   

 

December 6th - UMW Circle 9 Meeting,   

December 8th  - Service of Hope and  Remembrance 

December 11th - Senior Adult Day Trip (Scrooge) 

December 12th - Unified Service Children's Program 

December 16th - TFUMC Book Club 

December 27th & 28th - Office Closed for Christmas Holiday  

January 3rd - Office Closed  for New Year's Eve Holiday 

VISIT SENIOR ADULT BULLETIN BOARD  FOR  UPCOMING EVENTS 
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The Henry Center—Jeff Harrison 
The Henry Center is a helping ministry of First United Methodist Church. God has 

commanded us in His word to serve our local community by helping those who  

need it. We do this in various ways, but the primary ways the Henry Center has  

chosen to do this is through assistance with food (our Food Pantry), helping with 

utility bills and rent (financial assistance), and clothing, household goods, furniture 

(our Clothes Closet). This ministry has helped thousands of Tullahoma and Coffee County residents 

and it is because of the willingness of volunteers and the financial support of the church, that this min-

istry continues to support so many. 

 

Currently, the Clothes Closet is in dire need of 

children’s winter clothing in sizes newborn - 14.   
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Dossett Chapel—Jeff Ellison 
Wonderful Wednesdays have been a huge success! We’re averaging 16 kids and 6 volunteers each 

week. Thanks to all our dedicated and loving volunteers, with special mention to Dianne Barksdale 

and KIWANIS for their weekly baked goods support! 
 

 Our volunteers have arranged a variety of speakers and visitors for the kids as well as games,     

parties, and loving events: 

 Games in the yard 

 “The Chosen” series and pizza parties for season 1 over several weeks 

 Arts and craft events 

 Thanksgiving meals for 17 families 

 Snack bags each week for all the kids 
 

 Outreach 

 We’ve continued supplying our kids with computers, bicycles, jobs, and training (car mechanics, 

yard work and fixing broken household articles) 
 

 Needs: 

 We’re hoping to find a donated large flat screen TV to allow us presentation and video capabili-

ties (>50” diagonally) 

 It would really help in continuing “The Chosen” series as well as presentations for learning 

and teaching 

  

Sunday School has also been a wonderful blessing! Again, thanks to all our wonderful, loving  

volunteers! 
 

 Attendance has averaged 8 kids and 3 volunteers over the last month 

 The kids really enjoy the great lessons our volunteers have been coming up with! 

 We’ve moved from waffles and pancakes to eggs, bacon, hashbrowns and gravy. The kids really 

enjoy helping prepare, serve and cleanup, which warms my heart! 

 

If you feel God calling you to volunteer with this amazing ministry,  

contact Jeff Ellison at 512-217-9844 or jeff.ellison@me.com  
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Veterans’ Day & Sunday of Service - November 14th, 2021 

The idea of a Sunday of Service dates back to 2017 and it was a recommendation from the Vision 
Committee. The goal was to have a Sunday where the entire church was off-campus, serving our  

community. Our first Sunday of Service was on Thanksgiving weekend of 2017. Most of the projects 
were on campus, but we got it started. In 2018, we held Sunday of Service on Veterans Day weekend 

and had a mix of projects both on- and off- campus. Last year and this year we have been able to  
offer several projects, all off-campus, with more than 100 people serving the community. We had  
a unified service in Frazer-McEwen Park and then we went into the community to serve. This is a  

special day to love on our community and will continue well into the future. 

Opportunities to Serve 

Sanctuary Music - Doug Clark, Music Director 
Chris Blondin - Accompanist/Organist 
 

“Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make  
music from your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for 
everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Ephesians 5:19-20 
 

The Sanctuary Choir, Instrumental  
Ensemble, and Canterbury Ringers  
are committed to musical excellence,  
to glorify God, and to create a musical  
atmosphere in which our congregation  
can worship the Lord in spirit and truth.  
If you are interested in being a part of  
the Sanctuary Music program or have  
any questions, please contact Doug Clark at doug.fumc@gmail.com. 
 

Sanctuary Choir: 
The Sanctuary Choir is primarily made up of adults but is open to high school students as well.  
The choir meets downstairs in the Choral Hall on Wednesdays at 5:45pm. 
 

Instrumental Ensemble: 
The Instrumental Ensemble meets downstairs in the Instrumental Hall on Tuesdays at 5:00pm.  
 

Canterbury Ringers: 
The Canterbury Ringers are our handbell choir that meet downstairs next to the Choral Hall on  
Wednesdays at 6:45pm.   
 

***The Christmas Concert will be on December 5th at 7:00pm***  
Featuring our Sanctuary Choir and Instrumental Ensemble. 
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The aftermath of GC2019 has been devastating to the UMC.  So, what are the effects of  
the conflict?  Congregations and congregants are leaving.  Across the United States, 

churches on both sides of the human sexuality issue are leaving. Since the 1968  
Methodist merger with the Evangelical United Brethren, the US population has  
grown by 30% and UMC has shrunk by 40%.  The exodus is accelerating after 

CG2019. 
 
The most progressive church in the Texas Annual Conference, requested and  

was granted disaffiliation and joined the United Church of Christ, a denomina- 
tion that has no ties with Wesleyan heritage. In 2020, the second largest congre- 
gation in the Texas Conference left. It is a traditionalist church with a pre-

COVID weekly worship attendance of 3,000.  The largest progressive church  
in the country, Glide Memorial in San Francisco, disaffiliated earlier this year.  
Asbury Memorial Church in Savannah, Georgia, left in 2020 explicitly because  

of United Methodism’s stance on marriage and sexuality. Three smaller progressive  
churches in Maine are in the process of leaving the New England Conference.  Two traditionalist mid-
western megachurches have also disaffiliated; Granger Community Church in Indiana, with a weekly 
worship attendance of nearly 4,000, and the multi-campused Christ Church in Illinois, with a weekly 

attendance of well over 2,000.  The largest church in Georgia, Mt. Bethel in Marietta, has announced its 
intention to leave because its senior pastor was to be removed without the church or the pastor being 
consulted. The bishop is now suing the church on the disaffiliation.  The largest church in New Jersey 

(a Korean congregation) has left the UMC for a similar reason. Also, three Korean churches in South-
ern California are at odds with their bishop and district superintendents because their pastors have been 
told they would be removed for doing what the Connectional Corner is doing at TFUMC – keeping the 

congregation informed of the possible separation of the UMC.   
 
Some of the exiting churches are uniting with other Wesleyan denominations. Today there are over 80 

denominations worldwide who trace their lineage back to John Wesley.  Most members who are leav-
ing are joining Baptist or non-denominational churches.  The exodus of churches and members is also 
affecting the Tennessee Annual Conference. In the last three years, 19 congregations have left the UMC 

in middle Tennessee.  
 
In addition to congregations and members leaving the UMC, there have been financial consequences.   

Last year, the largest UMC in Tennessee, an outspoken traditionalist congregation, withheld 90% of its 
apportionments to the Annual Conference. Some progressive U.S. Annual Conferences and churches 
withdrew their apportionments earmarked for ministries in the African and Eurasian Central Confer-

ences because of their presumed support of the Traditional Plan.  
 
Thomas Lambrecht, VP Good News Magazine, in an editorial supporting passage of the “Protocol” 

states, “The inescapable conclusion is that our church is irretrievably broken. All attempts to put Hump-
ty Dumpty back together again are doomed to failure. It is likely that separation will happen, one way 
or another. It can happen in an orderly and relatively amicable way via the “Protocol”, or it can happen 

in a chaotic, costly, and vitriolic way.” 
 
Please continue your prayers for peace in the United Methodist Church and a future where both ideolo-
gies can worship in peace and grow God’s kingdom. 

 
-Craig Diller, Lay Member to Annual Conference 
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Attendance 
Average Attendance 2021  

 

8:00 a.m. Worship     53  
First Light Worship     83  
11:00  a.m. Worship        72    
Total     208 
 
Sunday School      64  

Finance 
October 2021 

 

Revenue 
YTD Budget       $ 692,777 
Received            $ 660,608 
 

Expenditures 
YTD Budget       $ 692,777 
Disbursed          $ 657,318 

 

Births 
Taylor & Anjarae 

(Washington) Hamilton 

welcomed to their family their daughter,  

Hayes Siena Hamilton, on November 

18th. Proud “Nanny” is Janna  

Washington.  Congratulations!! 

 

Our Angel Tree is now up, in the main 
building, beside the nursery. We have    

 angels for Haven of Hope and Life 
Care.  Please wrap the gifts and attach 

the angel to the package.  Those will 
need to be in the back of the chapel 
by Monday, December 13th.  

Angels for Dossett Chapel coming soon 

United Methodist Women—Ann Hand 

All ladies of the church interested in the UMW are invited to our meeting & luncheon on Monday, 

December 13th, in Davidson Hall at 11:00am. The meal will be catered by Whitt's BBQ at $10.00 per 

person.  Reservations must be made no later than Wednesday, December 8th, with Dianne Barksdale 

at 931-455-9275 (accepts voice mail). Join us as we celebrate the season, see old friends, and start to 

plan a wonderful year of service in 2022.  -Ann 

Baby Jesus   
Each year our church has a tradition of preparing for the coming of the Christ Child.  On the first Sun-

day of Advent, Baby Jesus, from our sanctuary nativity, is given to a family, who takes Baby Jesus 
home.  Baby Jesus will spend a couple of days with that family and then be given to 

another family, and on this adventure goes.  On Christmas Eve, Baby Jesus is 
brought to our worship service, and as part of the service, is placed in the man-

ger.  This is just one way we prepare for the coming of Christ.  O Come, O Come, 

Emmanuel. 
If you would like to have Baby Jesus visit your home this year, please contact the 

church office. 



 

Keeping In Prayers 

Helen Smith (mother of Connie  

    Hyde & grandmother of  

    Aimee Whitt) 

Carl Corley (nephew of Steve 

Hoagland) 

Shirley Moore 

Judy Fitch 

Helen McClure 

Nellie Wasilewski 

Dona Rhudy 

Tom Berninger 

Janis Helms  

David Savelle (cousin of Stephen  

    Savelle) 

Sarah Mauer (sister of Emily Thoma) 

Edith Gammon 

Tim Counts 

Toni & Bill Overton 

Verna Hastings 

Ruby Hobbs 

Nancy Wright 

Mary Lou Barnett 
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 Memorials Sarah Marshall 
from 

Bob & Lynn Van Patten 

Bob & Sandy Lindeman 

Charlotte Hatheway 

Terry & Dian Rayfield 

Jamie McNabb 

Dona Rhudy 

WC & Jane Anne Driver 
 

Marty Bond 
from 

Charlotte Hatheway 

Joan Swann 

  A Service of Hope and Remembrance 
Wednesday, December 8th at 6:30 p.m.; chapel 

We recognize that for many people the holiday season can be a time of grief and  
sadness as they mourn the loss of loved ones. This service will offer space to remember 

loved ones lost, acknowledge our grief, and   especially experience the hope God gives us 
through faith as we prepare for the coming of our Lord, who is Emmanuel “God is with us.” 

Elaine Kohl 
from 

Barbara & Lee Walton 
Charlotte Hatheway 

Charlie & Juanita Bair 
C Hershelman 

David & Nancy Williams 
James Barrett 

Sheila Seay 
Billie & George Scheuernstuhl 

Dona Rhudy 
WC & Jane Anne Driver 

Virgil & Anne Cline 

Mary Middletom 
from 

Gail Dean 
Dona Rhudy 

 

Thelma Hammers 
from 

Gail Dean 
 

Millie Walker 
from 

WC & Jane Anne Driver 
 

Tom Jones 
from 

WC & Jane Anne Driver 

Honorariums 
Margaret &  

Stephen Savelle 
from  

Kevin & Julie Uehlein 
 

Esther J. Sims 
from 

E. R. Thompson 

A note from Katie Jo Bailey: 
 

Dear Mrs. Tammy (Brown), 
 

I’m sorry it has taken me so long to write this reply to 
you! You and all of your church family’s notes… have 
encouraged me so much!  You all make me feel so special 
and loved! I also received the absolutely adorable notes 
and Sour Patch Kids from the children’s ministry! Thank 
you so much for everything! Especially the prayers! 
 

Love, Katie Jo 
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, INC.  

208 W. Lauderdale Street 

Tullahoma TN 37388 

To receive text  
messages & emails from 
the church to keep you in 
the loop about everything 

that is going on, just text the word church to 931-452-
4747 and click on the response. You may also signup to  

receive texts from specific areas of ministry. For our 
Youth Ministry, text youth; for our Children’s  

Ministry, text children; for our Senior Adults ministry, 
text fumcsam . Once your form is filled out, we will 

begin sending you all the info you'll need.  

  Connect 

   Senior Pastor                                            Rickey Wade                     pastorfumc80@gmail.com 
   Administrative Assistant              Mandy White                                   fumc@lighttube.net 
   First Light/Outreach Ministry                  Jeff Harrison                              jefhfumc@lighttube.net 

   Youth & Discipleship Ministry             Kris Roberts                     krisfumc@lighttube.net 
   Youth Girls Ministry Associate             Megan Dauzat              megandauzat@gmail.com 
   Children’s Ministry                        Julie Uehlein         childrensfumc@lighttube.net 

   Senior’s Ministry                           Esther J. Sims                              ejsfumc@lighttube.net 
   Henry Center Ministry              Jeff Harrison                           jeffhfumc@lighttube.net 
   Dossett Chapel               Jeff Ellison                      jeff.ellison@me.com 

   Traditional Music Ministry                         Doug Clark                  doug.fumc@gmail.com 
   Organist and Accompanist              Chris Blondin          blondinmusic@bellsouth.net 
   Music Ministry (First Light)             John Cook             johnjaniece@bellsouth.net 
   Finance Assistant               Karen Douglas           financefumc@lighttube.net 

   Facilitator                                       Elmo Birkhead                              fumc23@lighttube.net 
 

208 West Lauderdale Street  www.fumctullahoma.com 

Church Office:  931-455-5434 or fumc@lighttube.net  Pastor Rickey’s Cell:  931-222-0314  

Finance Office:  931-455-7127 or financefumc@lighttube.net 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday, 8am-4pm  Sundays, 8am-12pm   

 
The office will be closed Monday & Tuesday, December 27th & 28th  

and Monday, January 3rd for the Christmas and New Year’s holiday. 
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Our main Facebook page is First 
United Methodist Church.  

We also have a Youth page - 
FUMC Tullahoma Youth  

Ministry; and a Children’s  
page - Children’s Ministry of 

FUMC Tullahoma. 


