December 2018

The Message—Pastor Rickey Wade
The Twelve Days of Christmas
Most of us have heard the song, “The Twelve Days of Christmas.” The song
has been around in one form or another for several hundred years. Likewise,
several variations of the song exist. In most versions the first day’s gift
is a partridge in a pear tree, but in one version from 1892 the first day’s
gift was a “very pretty peacock in a pear tree” (Earl W. Count,
4000 Years of Christmas [New York: Henry Schuman, 1948]).
It may be interesting then to examine the meaning of the
various gifts, or at least a possible meaning.
Here is a list of the most common gifts and a possible meaning
of each: A partridge in a pear tree – the One God, Two turtle doves
the Old and New Testaments, Three French hens – Faith, Hope, and
Love (1 Cor. 13:13), Four calling birds – the Four Gospels, Five golden rings – The Pentateuch (first Five
Books of the Old Testament), Six geese a-laying – the six days of creation, Seven swans a-swimming – the
seven gifts of the Spirit (although I count nine, 1 Cor. 12:8-10), Eight maids a-milking – the eight Beatitudes
(although I count nine, St. Matthew 5:3-11), Nine ladies dancing – the nine fruits of the Spirit (Galatians
5:22-23), Ten lords a-leaping – The Ten Commandments, Eleven pipers piping – the eleven faithful apostles,
and Twelve drummers drumming – the twelve points of doctrine in The Apostle’s Creed (http://
www.carols.org.uk/the_twelve_days_of_christmas.htm).
These may not be the only gifts you have heard, and these may not be the meanings you have heard, but this
is at least a common version. It is also rumored that in years past the song was used as a form of catechism,
used to teach the faith. Distinguishing fact from fiction about the song may be hard to do, but one thing
remains, “The Twelve Days of Christmas” connects us to our faith, and to the Word made flesh.

Upcoming Sermons
December 2nd
“The King is Coming”; Luke 21:25-36
December 9th
“Are You Ready Yet?”; Luke 3:1-6
December 16th
Unified Worship at 11 a.m.
Children’ Christmas Program
“The Power of Expectation”; Luke 3:7-18
December 23rd
“Overwhelmed With Joy”; Luke 1:39-45
December 30th
“Questions of Faith”; Luke 2:41-52

Furthermore, the song reminds us of the Christmas
Season. Our commercialized society would have us
believe that Christmas begins after Thanksgiving (maybe
Halloween), but this song reminds us that Christmas
begins with the birth of the Christ child and moves on
from there. The Christmas Season begins on December
24th (Christmas Eve) and goes to January 6th (Epiphany).
As you have time, take out a calendar and count. Christmas Day is the first day of Christmas, and January 5th is
the twelfth, accordingly, the Twelve Days of Christmas!
Another interesting bit of information would be this: the
eighth day of Christmas is always January 1st. Scripture
tells us that on his eighth day the Christ child was presented in the Temple, circumcised, and given the name of
Jesus. Our Christian heritage is deep and filled with
meaning. This year, allow the presence and awe of God’s
love to be your greatest gift. -God bless, Pastor Rickey

Pastor Rick’s sermons are added to our website on Sundays, after the 11 a.m. service. Go to www.fumctullahoma.com,
select the “podcast” tab and then you may scroll down on that page and select the sermon you want to listen to.

208 West Lauderdale Street - 931.455.5434 - www.fumctullahoma.com
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Sunday Mornings

Calendar

Worship—Traditional Service in the
Sanctuary
9 a.m.
Worship—First Light Modern Service
in the Family Activity Center
10 a.m.
One Room Sunday School, 10 a.m.;
Davidson Hall (only in December)
10:30 a.m. Dossett Chapel Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship—Traditional Service in the
Sanctuary

The Good News

8 a.m.

Ongoing Activities
Sundays
 High School Youth Group, 5-7 p.m.
Mondays
 Handbells, 5:30-6:30 p.m.
Tuesdays
 Knitters’ Group, 10 a.m. - 12 noon; room #4 in
the Family Activity Center (3rd, 4th & 5th Tue.)
 Henry Center Food Pantry/Financial
Assistance, 10:30 a.m.
 Boy Scouts 7-8:30 p.m.
Wednesdays
 Dossett Chapel activities, 3:15-5 p.m.
 High School Youth Disciple, 3:30-5:30 p.m.
 Instrument Ensemble, 5:30-6:15 p.m.
 Middle School Youth Group, 6-8 p.m.
 Choir Rehearsal, 6:30-7:45 p.m.
 Adult Bible Study, 6:30-8 p.m.; room #113
Thursdays
 Henry Center Food Pantry/Financial
Assistance, 10:30 a.m.
 Henry Center Clothes Closet, 12-2 p.m.
Fridays
 Adult Art Group, 10 a.m., art room, main bldg.

What’s Happening In December
Saturday, December 1st - Decorating the sanctuary
for Christmas at 1 p.m.
Saturday, December 1st - Salvation Army Bell
Ringing at Walmart; sign-up sheet on bulletin board
beside the Finance Office
Saturday, December 1st - the Social (Youth),
7-10 p.m.; Family Activity Center
Sunday, December 2nd - One Room Sunday School
begins and will continue through the end of
December, 10 a.m.; Davidson Hall
Tuesday, December 4th - Golden Circle, 11:30 a.m.;
Davidson Hall; program by Esther J. Sims
Friday, December 7th - Christmas Parade, 7 p.m.
Sunday, December 9th - “Happy Birthday, Jesus”
party, 10 a.m.; Family Activity Center
Sunday, December 9th - Christmas Concert, 7 p.m.;
sanctuary
Tuesday, December 11th - Olde Towne Christmas
Wednesday, December 12th - A Service of Hope &
Remembrance, 6:30 p.m.; sanctuary
Friday, December 14th - Senior Adult trip to
Murfreesboro to see “Miracle on 34th Street”
Sunday, December 16th - Children’s Christmas
Program / Unified Worship, 11 a.m.; sanctuary
Monday, December 17th - United Methodist Women
3rd Monday meeting, 10:30a.m.
Tuesday, December 18th - Encouragers Group,
12 noon; Emil’s
Thursday, December 20th - Book Club “The
Blessing & Bling”
Sunday, December 24th - Christmas Eve services at
10 a.m., 6 p.m., and 10:30 p.m.

“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is
given; and the government will be upon His
shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful,
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6-7
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Children’s Ministry—Julie Uehlein
Jesus said, “Let the
Little Children come
to me and do not
hinder them for
the Kingdom of
God belongs to such
as these” Mark 10:14-1
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One Room Sunday School
*Reminder – During December, we will
meet for Sunday School in the Family
Activity Center from 10-10:45 a.m. with
our church family. Regular Sunday
School resumes on January 6th*

***To receive communications relating to Children’s Ministry, text CHILDREN to 931-452-4747***
As the song says, it’s the most wonderful time of the year as we celebrate the birth of our Savior.
Here are the ways we are celebrating in our Children’s Ministry:
December 9th: We are hosting a church-wide birthday party for Jesus!
Pastor Rickey will read to us, we will have a gift wrapping station for those
who need a little extra help, birthday cake, and lots more. Our mission
project for this day is Toys for Tots. Please bring an unwrapped toy for
the fire department to collect. We will also distribute the canvases we did
in September to some of our shut-ins. Would you like to help this day in
some way? If so, please let me know.
December 16th: We will have a unified service at 11 a.m. to celebrate our Christmas program.
There is a mandatory rehearsal on this day at 10 a.m. in the Historic Sanctuary. Do you need a
CD with the music? If so, see Julie. Kiddos are to wear their Sunday best this day!
December 24th: Pre K – 1st grade will sing at the Christmas Eve 6 p.m. service.
Summer 2019 Cedar Crest Camp dates are June 23rd-28th. This would make a great Christmas
gift for your child!
Wishing you all a very, merry CHRISTmas and thank you for the honor of loving and serving your
children. -Be blessed, Miss Julie

Christmas Program
Sunday, December 16th
11 a.m. in the sanctuary
Rehearsal Schedule - 5:45-6:15 p.m. in the
basement of the main building on the
following Wednesdays: December 5th &
12th (for K-5 only; pre-K will rehearse
during Sunday School)
Dress Rehearsal - Sunday, December 16th at
10 a.m. in the sanctuary

Our nursery is
available for children
who have not entered
elementary school,
when age appropriate
classes are not offered. While your child
is in the nursery, he/she is learning the
song “Jesus Loves Me” and hearing
The Lord’s Prayer before snack.

Sermon Notes and activities available at each worship service. Have your child check them out.
They are available at the front and back of the Main Sanctuary and at the front table in the gym.
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Youth Ministry—Kris Roberts

The Good News

December 2018

Senior Ministry—Esther J. Sims
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Thought for the Month: This Christmas I am expecting a new great
grand nephew. He will be the 195th person born into our family since
the birth of my mother and father. This event will symbolize the
beauty of the season for me in a personal way. As we celebrated the
new addition to our family, I was reminded that God's ultimate Gift
to mankind came in the form of a baby. Christ “did not consider
equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing,
taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being
found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death — even death on a cross!”
(Philippians 2:6-8). Christmas is more than a celebration of Christ's birth; it's a reminder of His life, death
and resurrection on our behalf. May you know Him as your personal Savior now and for evermore. Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year.

Michael Reid from the Tullahoma
Chamber presented our Golden Circle
program in November. Check out the
Chamber's website to keep informed
about the happening in Tullahoma
and the surrounding area.
www.tullahoma.org

December Happenings…
Tuesday, December 4th - Golden Circle,
11:30 a.m.; Davidson Hall; program by
Esther J. Sims. Along with your potluck
dish, please bring a $5 gift to play a
Christmas game. This is not the
program.
Friday, December 14th - “Miracle on 34th
Street” and dinner in Murfreesboro; cost
is $30; bus will leave at 4 p.m.; deadline
for reservations is Sunday, December
9th.
Tuesday, December 18th - Encouragers
Group, 12 p.m.; Emil’s
Thursday, December 20th - Book Club,
“The Blessing & Bling”; hostess
Margaret Savelle

December
Birthdays
2
5
8
10
12
13
15
17
19

Janis Giaimo
Barb TeVrucht
Dona Rhudy
Marquita Masuda
Lynn Hutcheson
Kathy Jensen
Coleen Saunders
Barbara Buckner
Willo Anne Hawkins

20
20
21
27
27
27
30
30
30

Patty Gadeken
RE Alexander
Carl Ledbetter
Marty Bond
Amanda Kaupp
Shirley Miller
Mary Jackson
Joanne Roberson
Brac Thoma

31 Cathy Diller

Happy Birthday!!!

Check Senior Adult Bulletin Board weekly for updates, photos and more details.
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First Light & Outreach Ministry—Jeff Harrison

The Good News

Hey Everyone,
Well November was quiet a rollercoaster, to say the
least!!! Just to give you an update, last month I had
written about experiencing pain during worship
on Sunday mornings, and it turns out that I had
a hernia. As the weeks went on, the pain got more
severe and finally I had surgery to repair it on November
6th. The surgery was great and I am on the short road to recovery. So if you were wondering why I was seated
for worship on November 4th, now you know! Thank you so much to all the people who have looked after
the kids, brought us meals, or raked our leaves for the Sunday of Service. We have felt tremendous love
through this difficult time. But of course, life never slows down because we still have the holidays to get
through and by the time you are reading this, Beth has had our fourth child, a little girl. So let me thank
everyone who has watched the kids, brought us a meal, or raked our leaves (for the second time)!
December is such a weird month. Now, instead of having a holiday, see those last three letters, they spell
DAY, we have a holiday month, known as Christmas. Christmas is no longer a day, but a whole month, an
entire season. Don’t get me wrong, I love the holiday season. I love Christmas music. I love the special
events, the services at Church and the giving and receiving of gifts. But it can be overwhelming at times. All
of the “trials” that have been going on in my life recently have helped me to focus so much more on what is
meaningful and vital during this time of year. So many pressures we put on ourselves to have the “perfect”
Christmas, and yet, really for me, the perfect Christmas is
being with my family and worshipping my God. It’s really
not that much different than any other time of the year.
Just more glitter!
Communion Servers - Once a month
My prayer for you this Christmas season is that you will
experience the awe and wonder of Christ, His meaning in
your life, as we celebrate the Son of God being born. Unto
us a child is born, Unto us a Son is given.
-In Christ, Jeff

Coffee - Once a month on rotation
Tech Team - Every / every other week
Worship Team - Every /every other week
Contact Jeff @ jeffhfumc@lighttube.net
for more info.

Sharon Lockhart has been with us for
the last couple of years singing on the
worship team and leading us on Sunday
mornings. Sharon is a transplant to
Tullahoma from the Midwest and is the
owner of Fit10 in Tullahoma. Sharon has
many decades of experience in the fitness industry and has helped many of our church
members get in shape, as well as provides some types of physical therapy. Sharon, thank
you for all the ways in which you serve at First Light!
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Discipleship Ministry—Kris Roberts

New Testament Study
begins in January
Sunday Nights
5:30-7 p.m.
Thursday Mornings
9-10:30 a.m.
Facilitated by
Pastor Rickey Wade
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Missions & Opportunities to Serve

The Good News

The Community Feeding Program "The Table" will not be
operating in December. With so many churches and other
organizations responding to the needs of our community at this
time of year, we felt it best to provide for their needs at another
time. We will welcome and serve our community in Davidson
Hall from 12-1 p.m. on Tuesday, January 28th. There will be a
sign-up list for those wishing to help posted by January 2nd.
Please support this worthy cause for our community and for
the service of God.
Several people have
asked about making
donations. You can
see Katrina (finance
secretary) if you
wish to make a
financial donation
to the TABLE.

The Henry Center—Jeff Harrison
Hey Everyone,
The Henry Center had a big event on November 13th. Representatives from both
Second Harvest and Food Lion were on site to view the renovations we had made
to the building with the grant money we received from both organizations. Food
Lion also donated $5,000 worth of groceries to the food pantry that day. Hopefully
that will help to make the holidays a little brighter for some of the families in Tullahoma. With the grant
we received, we replaced the ceilings and floors in the waiting room, book nook, and entrance to the
Henry Center, and we purchased a new freezer. I asked one of the Second Harvest workers how we
compare with other locations that they work with. They said that we are in the top tier in terms of the
organizations that work with them. And we do it all
in-house. The financial contributions that you give, along
with the parts of the church budget that go to the Henry
Center, fund what we do as a ministry. We don't fundraise.
You alone make this ministry work, and what an awesome
ministry it is! Thank you for all the ways you have given
this year. As we enter the colder months, the need is even
greater so please remember the people we serve as you
give! -In Christ, Jeff
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Missions Moment—Holt Cason
Some months ago there was a Missions Moment
regarding the conversion of Matis at a youth summer
camp in the Baltic region. He had attended primarily
to be near his girlfriend Elina. Today, Matis and Elina
are now a couple and have committed themselves to
ministry and have stated, “We are ready to sell everything and follow Jesus.” They confessed they didn't know what it
would look like but were willing to risk everything for the Gospel.
Sounds similar to Peter's encounter with Jesus, right? This is a truly inspirational occurrence as a result
of creating a summer camp for youths in the Baltic area and demonstrating the love of Christ to them.

Waiting for Jesus
I can remember as a child the growing anticipation that occurred between
Thanksgiving and Christmas. Counting down the days was the norm, 25,
24, 23 . . . The hoping for what Santa might bring, but not knowing for sure
was hard to take. A kid like me could never be sure. I might be on the nice
list; then again, I might be on the naughty one. Things like loosening the
spokes on my sister’s bike so that it wobbled as she rode gave me pause. I knew that such things did not
move me to the top of the nice list, but was it bad enough to catapult me to the naughty one? Such things
make a young boy anxious. Such anticipation can be a powerful incentive to change one’s ways.
In some ways things were not all that different centuries ago as John the Baptist came onto the scene. The
people were in a state of expectation. The time was ripe for the promised Messiah. Rome had become
oppressive. The Essenes had moved into the desert to isolate themselves, and the Zealots were conducting guerrilla warfare against Rome at every opportunity. The Jewish people were hoping that God would
somehow save them and restore their way of life. So when John came preaching, no doubt the words of
Isaiah were coming to pass, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his path straight.” Indeed the Lord was coming; God was sending a deliverer who would save his
people.
These people waiting for Jesus were filled with anticipation. On the one hand was the hope of what
might be, while on the other remained the reality of what could be. They were stuck, and in some ways,
hoping against hope. So much so that many asked, “What then should we do?” (Luke 3:10). You see,
the people who saw and heard John the Baptist were about to be in the presence of God. So John said to
them, change your ways; do not lie to one another, steal from one another, or cheat one another. On the
contrary, share, give, and learn to love one another.
Once again we find ourselves in this in between time of Thanksgiving and Christmas, waiting, hoping,
and filled with anticipation. We could ponder how to get on Santa’s good side, but we would be better
served to prepare for the babe in a manger. The Messiah is coming, and we will soon find ourselves in
the presence of God. The age old question is still a good one, “What then should we do?” That age old
response is also sound, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has
food must do likewise” (Luke 3:11). It would seem that loving one another is a good thing to do while
we are waiting for Jesus. -God bless, Pastor Rickey
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The Good News
Sunday of Service

The service on Sunday, November 11th was a good time of worship, fellowship, and service in the name
of Christ. We began with a time of worship at 11 a.m. wherein we humbled ourselves before God and
recognized the sacrifice of our veterans on behalf of this great nation. Worship was followed with a
fellowship meal featuring a wonderful array of soups and sandwiches. The fellowship time also gave us
the opportunity to show appreciation for all those who participated in “Walking the Appalachian Trail.”
Following lunch, those serving on work teams went their separate ways to be the hands and feet of Jesus.
Teams went to the local assisted
living homes where visits with
residents were made, bookmarks
were shared, fingernails were
painted, buttons were sewn, and
birdfeeders were filled. Even a kiss
and hug or two were exchanged.
Another group went to various homes
to clean yards and rake leaves. One
part of this group went to Dossett to
clean as well. Some teams worked around the church to clean, and do maintenance projects needed on
our campus. One Sunday School class sorted and organized for our Henry Center Clothes Closet.
Others went to the city Senior Center to wash windows and do yard work. All in all, it was a blessed day!
We are beginning to think it would be good to have our
Sunday of Service each year around Veterans Day to serve
in honor of those who served. The format we followed
this year seemed to work well. One thing we may do
differently is have two days. One day (at a different time)
would be a service day to do work around the church
campus with the Sunday of Service being reserved for
community service. We would like to get into the
community more, possibly have vests we could wear, and
show the community that First United Methodist cares deeply for God and Tullahoma. Your work this
year is greatly appreciated, and your input for next year is greatly desired! -God bless, Pastor Rickey

Attendance

Finance

Average Attendance 2018 YTD

October 2018

8:00 a.m. Worship
First Light Worship
11:00 a.m. Worship
Total
Sunday School
Dossett Sunday School
Total

Revenue
YTD Budget
Received

$755,983
$662,171

Expenditures
YTD Budget
Disbursed

$796,918
$722,496

67
141
117
325
118
9
127
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Keeping In Prayers
Tom Berninger
Ruth Rymer
Greg Miller (cousin of Janiece
Cook)
Bill Overton
Judy Babb (friend of Karen Ortiz)
Ken Nutt
Rachel Prince

Betty Peterson
Mary Lou Barnett
Ruby Hobbs
Leon Smith
Gerry Benoit
Belinda Turner (sister of
Charlotte Roberts)
Meghan & Sue Molvik (friends
of Pam & Frank Steinle)

Virgil Cline
Lloyd Long (brother of Sylvia Garner)
Pete & Pam Asmann (family of
Marcia Massengill)
Forrest Frame
Carolyn Graham (sister of Bob Prater)
Billy Roy & Dale Murray (Nancy
Wright’s family)

With Sympathy
Marian Brown passed away Friday, November 2nd. A
memorial service will be held Saturday, December 1st, at 1
p.m., at Kilgore Funeral Home. Visitation begins at 11 a.m.

Memorials
Tommy Bowden
from
Ann & Virgil Cline
Martha Carden
Tom Jones
from
Martha Ervin
Ann & Virgil Cline
DeWitt Cox
from
Ann & Virgil Cline
Eunice Vickers
from
Paula Weaver King

Encouragers’ Group
We will meet for our Christmas
Luncheon on Tuesday, December
18th at 12:00 noon, at Emil’s .
-God bless, Linda Roberts

UMW 3rd Monday Meeting
United Methodist Women will have
their 3rd Monday meeting on December 17th at 10:30 a.m. in Davidson Hall.

“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will
cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of
David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah,
the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Luke 2:10-12

Page 12

The Good News

Connect

931.455.5434

fumc@lighttube.net

Senior Pastor

Pastor Rickey Wade

Administrative Assistant
First Light/Outreach Ministry
Youth & Discipleship Ministry
Children’s Ministry
Senior’s Ministry
Henry Center Ministry
Dossett Chapel
Instrumental Music Director
Choir Director
Organist and Accompanist
Music Ministry (First Light)
Financial Assistant
Facilitator
Stephen Ministries

Mandy White
Jeff Harrison
Kris Roberts
Julie Uehlein
Esther J. Sims
Jeff Harrison
Larry Dickerson
Doug Clark
Adam Womack
Chris Blondin
John Cook
Katrina Walton
Elmo Birkhead
Larry Crabtree
Rosemary Crabtree

pastorfumc@lighttube.net
931-222-0314
fumc@lighttube.net
jeffhfumc@lighttube.net
krisfumc@lighttube.net
childrensfumc@lighttube.net
ejsfumc@lighttube.net
jeffhfumc@lighttube.net
larryd33@gmail.com
doug.fumc@gmail.com
adam.womack@tcsedu.net
blondinmusic@bellsouth.net
johnjaniece@bellsouth.net
financefumc@lighttube.net
fumc23@lighttube.net
49crab@bellsouth.net
janecrab@bellsouth.net

To receive text
messages &
emails from the
church to keep
you in the loop
about everything that is going on, just text the word
CHURCH to 931-452-4747 and click on the response. You may also sign-up to receive texts from
specific areas of ministry. For our Youth Ministry,
text YOUTH; for our Children’s Ministry text
CHILDREN. Once your form is filled out, we will
begin sending you all the info you'll need.

Our main Facebook page is First
United Methodist Church.
We also have a Youth page FUMC Tullahoma Youth Ministry;
and a Children’s page - Children’s
Ministry of FUMC Tullahoma.

Church Office Hours for the Holidays
Monday, December 24th - closing at noon
Tuesday, December 25th - closed
Wednesday, December 26th - closed
Monday, December 31st - closing at noon
Tuesday, January 1st - closed
Postmaster Address Change to Same
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