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Doers of the Word 

 

In our society we place importance on how a person uses their time.  If 

you do not believe me, then think back to the last time you were getting  

to know someone.  Without a doubt, somewhere in the conversation 

you asked, “What do you do?”  We asked that question to do more 

than fill up space in the conversation; a person’s occupation 

does in fact tell us a great deal about them, their interests, their 

associations, and so on.  The old saying goes, “You are what you 

eat,” but we must also admit, to some point, we are what we do. 

The writer of James tells us, “Let everyone be quick to listen, slow to 

speak, and slow to anger.”  He goes on to say, “rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of 

wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has power to save your souls.” Finally, 

he says, “But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves” (vv. 1:19-22).  In 

other words, James is saying that the Way of Christ is a way of life.  It is not simply a good saying that 

fits neatly onto a tee-shirt.  Neither is the Way of Christ a set of rules.  The Way of Christ is believing 

that leads to doing.  Knowing the Way of Christ does not make us Christian.  Writing books about Jesus 

does not make one Christian.  Simply going to church, no matter how faithful the church may be, does 

not make us Christian.  What makes us Christian is the grace of God through Christ, followed by our 

response to be like Jesus. 

The only reason any of us can be Christian is because God gave his only Son for our sake, and our 

salvation.  We can be quick to listen because God gives us a Spirit of patience.  We can be slow to speak 

because God gives us a Spirit of longsuffering.  We can be slow to anger because God gives us a Spirit 

of gentleness and forgiveness.  You see, Scripture are not words that we hear, words that we read, or 

even words that we use to judge others.  Scripture are words that define us, shape us, change us, and 

transform us.  Scripture not only alters our thinking, it alters our doing, because what we do matters.   

God Bless, 

Pastor Rickey 

 

 

 

 

 

By adopting a college student, you are simply mak-
ing an intentional effort to initiate and maintain a 

connection with that student for the academic year 
of 22-23. This may mean letters, care packages, 
texts, phone calls or even visits. Sometimes the 
smallest things make the largest impact. If you 

would like to assist in this ministry by adopting a 
college student, please email Megan at  

meganfumc@gmail.com 

mailto:meganfumc@gmail.com
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UMW 3rd Mondays 
will resume this 
September in Davidson 
Hall.  ALL ladies of the 

church are invited and welcome to join for 
fellowship and food.  Dianne Barksdale has 
graciously offered to prepare brunch for us 
in September & October.  Reservation info 
will be provided in September. 

Mark your calendars for the following 
dates:  

Monday, Sept. 19 and Monday, Oct. 17 
10:00am in Davidson Hall. 

Nov. 18 & 19 will be our annual Food Fair 
at the Kiwanis Craft Fair.  

Dec. 12, Monday, will be our Christmas 
luncheon. 10:00am in Davidson Hall. 

And of course, we will be selling pecans 
again this year.  More info to come on when 
they will be available. 

Ongoing Activities 
 
 

Tuesdays 

 Henry Center Clothes Closet:  

 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial Assis-
tance, 12-2pm 

 Prayer Course (summer study) 6-7:30; Davidson 
Hall 

 Scouts, 7-8:30pm; Scout room 
 

Wednesdays 

 Noon Prayer, 12-1pm; sanctuary 
 
Thursdays 

 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial Assis-
tance, 12-2pm 

 Henry Center Clothes Closet, 12-2pm  

 Cub Scouts, 6-7pm; Scout room 

Sunday Mornings 
Nursery available from 8am-12noon 
 

8am       Traditional Worship Service,  
                 Sanctuary 
 

9am      First Light Modern Service,    
      Family Activity Center  
                 (streamed live on Facebook)  
                

10am      Sunday School for all ages;  
                 various locations  
 

10:30am   Dossett Chapel Sunday  
      School 
 

11am        Traditional Worship Service,  
                 Sanctuary (streamed live on  
                 Facebook) 

What’s Happening In August 

Monday, August 1st-5th   Senior Adult Con-

ference  

Wednesday, August 3rd-5th  Men’s Fish Fry, 

FAC Building  

Saturday, August 6th Emmaus Gathering and 

meal, 6:00-8:45pm; Davidson Hall & Sanctuary 

Tuesday, August 9th Golden Circle, 11:30am-

1:00pm; Davidson Hall   

Saturday, August 13th Mens Fellowship 

Breakfast, 7:30-10:00am; Davidson Hall 
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***To receive communications relating to Children’s Ministry, text CHILDREN to 931-452-4747*** 

Mark 10:14-1 
“Jesus said, ‘Let the Little 

Children come to me and  

do not hinder them for the 

Kingdom of God belongs  

to such as these.’”  

Sunday Mornings  
Nursery Hours  
8 a.m. - 12 noon 

 

Sunday School 
10 a.m.; 2nd floor,  

main building 

 

Calendar of Events 
 
August 
7 Choir Begins     10:45 – 11:15 - Basement 
7  Picture Day     10am – SOUL Lounge 
17 Wednesday Fun Day    1-3pm - the Fun Spot 

August is here and that means school is back in session. Is it just me or did the summer fly by? 

 

Summer Sunday School was just wonderful as it allowed our children to spend time with the Youth in a 
different physical space.  A big thank you to Sam Wade for leading this so well.  

 

We had 12 (TWELVE!) children attend Cedar Crest Camp this summer and all had a wonderful time.  I 
highly encourage you to consider allowing your children to attend next summer as they will grow closer to 
God in a very special way.  

 

We are excited about the church talent show and hope our children and families will consider participa-
tions.  See page 9 of the newsletter for more details.  

Check out these pictures from Summer Sunday School! 
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August 

Birthdays 

Mr. David Schmisseur was our 
guest speaker in July. Mr. 
Schmisseur is the president of 
TFUMC Senior Adult Council.  

He spoke on our involvement in 
the church.  Tuesday, August 9, 11:30 AM, 

we will continue the subject of involvement as we 
plan for 2023.  Bring your ideas and delicious pot 
luck dish.    

VISIT SENIOR ADULT BULLETIN BOARD  FOR  UPCOMING EVENTS 

“If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus 
is Lord,” and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will 
be saved.  For it is with your heart that 
you believe and are justified, and it is 
with your mouth that you profess your 

faith and are saved.” Romans 10: 9-10   

 

Trust that God’s gift of salvation is really as simple as 
confessing and believing.  

August Activities to                  

your  

interest… 

August 1-4: Wisdom & Grace Con-
ference 

August 5: Men’s Fish Fry 

August 9: Golden Circle 

David Schmisseur 

Gary Fergus, August 1         
Ruth Wilson, August 1 
Rush Bricken, August 4    

Jim Henry, August 4 
Jim House, August 5         
Ann Lester, August 6 

Bill Betheman, August 6                 
Jerry Tevrucht, 9 

Joan Swann, August 14         
Doug Thomas, August 15 
Connie Hyde, August 18       
Beverly Beam, August 27        

Dr. Bill Sanders, August 27        
Emily Thoma, August 28            
Bob Barksdale, August 31 

Coming September 17th 

Still on the drawing board.  Just 
need to go another route.  Hang in 
there with me.  This will happen! 

Tims Ford State Park has 
several  

Summer Time Activities. 
Call 931-968-3536 to learn 

more.   
 Sunset Boat Tours 
 Food Trucks at the 

Park 
 Overnight Camping 

Trips  

Remember:  “Tables 
of Christmas” 

December 15, 2022  
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The Henry Center 
Right down the hill from our place of worship, the Henry Center sits as a beacon of light to our 
community. "Come to me, all who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest" (Matthew 11:28) 

The rising costs of life's essentials are putting an additional strain on our neighbors, so we are seeing an 
increase of families in need. 

How can YOU help? 

There are ways to serve almost every day of the week! Food pickups are Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays (Bill Caps could really use some help on Wednesdays- Aldi @ 10am) 

The Food Pantry preps food bags from 10-12, and then serves our neighbors from 12-2 every Tuesday and Thursday. 

Clothes Closet restocks on Tuesdays around 9:30, and then serves our neighbors on Thursdays from 12-2. (*Note: the Clothes 
Closet will be closed the month of June) 

Can't serve? How about donations? 

The Clothes Closet is in need of household items, men's and children's gently-used summer clothes, and children's toys. 

The Food Pantry is in need of rolling suitcases, toothpaste, shampoo, toddler pull-ups (all sizes), women's deodorant and 
hygiene products. Bibles and daily devotionals for adults, teens, and children are also great resources to give our families. 

All donations can be dropped off in the chapel at the church or at the Henry Center on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

If you have questions or need additional information, feel free to contact Megan Dauzat at meganfumc@gmail.com. 
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Dossett Chapel Update 

We’re averaging about 9 kids a week in Sunday School (high 
of 17 and low of 2).  Kattie McNabb has established a group 
of about 9 volunteers that are doing a wonderful job teaching 
the kids!  I’m starting to organize an application get together 
for them later this summer. 
They’ve completed the siding and we’ve built a small shed to 
house the outdoor activity toys. We’re looking for bicycles, 
computers and work for the kids. They’re doing odd jobs for 
people who need things done around the house, so if you need 
anything done, please talk to or email Jeff Ellison 
(jeff.ellison@me.com).  
We’re planning on joining the church kids (with the Dossett 
kids) at Splash Island July 24th. Anyone that would like to 
volunteer to help watch the Dossett kids, please contact Jeff 
Ellison.  
We’re planning on starting back with Wonderful Wednesdays 
just after Labor Day, so if you’d be willing to volunteer, we’d 
love to have you share your love with the kids.  
Thanks to all the wonderful donations our church members 
have showered on us! It definitely shows the Holy Spirit is 
alive and well in our church.  
Jeff Ellison 

All non-perishable food items welcome! Easy open 
tabs help our homeless community, but not necessary.  
Specific needs: spaghetti sauce, pasta, peanut butter, 
canned pastas (ravioli, etc), canned veggies, hygiene 
products, diapers, pull-ups.  
Drop off on your way to Sunday Worship in the foyer 
closet in the FAC or in the resource room just outside 
the sanctuary hallway doors.  
“God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and 
the love you have shown him as you have helped his 
people and continue to help them.” 
Hebrews 6:10 NIV 

mailto:meganfumc@gmail.com
mailto:jeff.ellison@me.com
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“From The Organist” 

Over the Past Month, there have been questions in each weekly bulletin pertaining to Our Delaware 
Organ. These are designed to create awareness and insight as to what a special instrument First Unit-
ed Methodist has in its Sanctuary.  I would like to take this opportunity to answer a few of these. 

How many pipes does the organ have?     

Our Organ has a total of 1162 pipes. The pipes range in size from 16 cubic feet to 1/4 cubic foot. 

What makes the sounds from each organ pipe? 

The Organ has a complex blower that feeds each pipe with compressed air through Leather pouch located 
at the base of the pipe. The Pipes have strategic notches in them to accent tones. 

How many pedals does the organ have? 

Our Organ has 32 pedals which are primarily for Bass parts. 

Why are there two keyboards?  

The two keyboards provide a means to deliver different tonal qualities to the music. My right hand may be 
playing Melodies on the Swell or upper keyboard (or rank) while the left may be playing bass or tenor parts 
on the Great or lower keyboard. This provides depth that separates each part from the other. Each keyboard 
has a total of 60 keys. 

What is the purpose of the “tabs”? 

The tabs (better known as stops) control voicing or instrument selection.                                                                                     
The “Swell” or upper keyboard has 14 different Stops or voices.                                                                                                                                   
The “Great” or lower keyboard has 16 different Stops or voices.                                                                                                                                        
The “Pedals” have 14 different Stops or voices.                                                                                                                                                             
These stops may produce up to 3,000 different voice combinations from the Pipe Organ.  Some voices uti-
lize as many as 61 different pipes to create their tone.  

Sanctuary Music - Doug Clark, Music Director 
Chris Blondin - Accompanist/Organist 
 

“Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make  
music from your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for 
everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Ephesians 5:19-20 
 
The Sanctuary Choir, Instrumental  
Ensemble, and Canterbury Ringers are committed to mu-
sical excellence, to glorify God, and to create a musical  
atmosphere in which our congregation can worship the 
Lord in spirit and truth. If you are interested in being a 
part of the Sanctuary Music program or have any ques-
tions, please contact Doug Clark at 
doug.fumc@gmail.com. 
 
Sanctuary Choir: 
The Sanctuary Choir is primarily made up of adults but is open to high school students as well.  
The choir meets downstairs in the Choral Hall and will start back up on Wednesday, August 10 at 5:30pm. 
 
Instrumental Ensemble: 
The Instrumental Ensemble meets downstairs in the Instrumental Hall and will start back up on Tuesday, 
August 16 at 5:15pm  
 
Canterbury Ringers: 
The Canterbury Ringers are our handbell choir that meet downstairs next to the Choral Hall and will start 
back up on Wednesday, August 10 at 6:45pm  
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 First United Methodist Church Tullahoma 
  

Sunday, September 18, 2022, 3-5pm,  
Family Activity Center (FAC) Building 

Who May Participate? Any age, singles, families, groups of friends, members, or friends. 

What Type of Act?  Tell a story – Sing a musical number (serious or goofy camp song) – Play a musical in-
strument – Read a poem – Do a group skit, puppet “show” – Lip Sync/Karaoke a song or do a rap – Perform a 
dance, traditional or comedic – Share clean comedy – Do a magic trick, hula hoop, jump rope, yo-yo, juggling 
– Perform martial arts, cheer, dancing, or gymnastics – Share your collection…  
The possibilities are endless!  

For more ideas, search the Internet for “Church Talent Show Ideas.” Here is just one site that can be a good 
place to start: 11 Unique Talent Show Ideas For Adults & Kids - Icebreaker Ideas.  Do remember that this is a 
church event, so keep it clean! 

Important FAQ’s 

Each act will be limited to a maximum of 3 minutes in length.  
If needed, you must provide a flash drive with digital files to the sound/technical crew.  
Deliver your props to the FAC between Noon and 2:00 pm on the day of the performance. 
Available equipment: 5 microphones, music stands, an electronic keyboard, stool, chairs 
Deadline to enter: Friday, September 9, 2022 
Submission Forms will be accepted until we reach 20 acts, so sign up early!  
Sign-ups available in person August 21, 28, and September 4 -or- download the form from the church 

website and submit it to terriemhayes@gmail.com, subject line “Talent Show.” 

Preparing for the Show: 

Choose and gather equipment, props, flash drive with any digital files for musical accompaniment  
Pick out costumes and music, if necessary. 
Prepare your routine. 
Video your performance and make any necessary changes. 
Practice, practice, practice.  

At the Talent Show: 

All performers will be seated in the same section; be ready to go on stage when the act before you is intro-
duced. 

Speak or sing loudly and clearly enough that those in the back of the audience can hear you, but do not 
shout into the microphone.  

If you make a mistake, just keep on with your act. The audience may not even notice. 
Have fun presenting your act—the audience will have fun watching you! 
Take a bow when you complete your routine and walk off the stage. 

Our Organ was installed in 1974 by Milnar Organ Co. who still maintains and services it today. The Organ was 
originally purchased at a cost of $48.800. That figure adjusted for inflation comes to around $287,000 today.  
Replacement cost for a similar instrument is closer to $400,000 in today’s economy.  Many Churches have opt-
ed to replace older “Pipe organs” with lower cost ‘Electronic versions”. These may be purchased for $25-$30 
thousand dollars.  Unfortunately, these instruments have a limited life expectancy and produce far inferior re-
sults sound wise.   First United Methodist Church has a very “Unique” and growingly rare Instrument that is 
listed with the “Organ Historical Society”.  As a musician it is a true honor and blessing to be able to play an 
instrument of this caliber every week. Our Organ  has however reached an age in which it will require some 
extensive repair work to maintain its performance quality and longevity. These repairs will possibly be 
achieved during the 2022 calendar year. Hopefully our Congregation will value, understand and support the 
need for the necessary repair work to be completed to preserve this amazing instrument. 

Thank you for your support and Blessings, 

Chris Blondin 

https://icebreakerideas.com/talent-show-ideas/
mailto:terriemhayes@gmail.com


Connectional Corner – July 2022 

On Sunday, June 26, 2022, the Tullahoma First UMC (TFUMC) Church Council  
voted 19 to 7 to request the District Superintendent call a Church Conference for all  
professing members of TFUMC to vote whether to stay or disaffiliate with the 
United Methodist Church.  Professing members are those who have been bap-
tized and have publicly affirmed to support this congregation.  Two questions  
arise from the Council’s action, 1) Why are we voting to disaffiliate from the  
UMC and 2) Why now?   
 
The first question is very complicated.   The UMC denomination is splitting  
over many issues.  The most talked about issue is the human sexuality division  
but underlying this issue are others, such as the authority of Scripture, enforcement of  
the Book of Discipline and the divinity of Christ.  For a greater understanding of what is  
dividing the UMC, please see the October 2021 Connectional Corner.  The Church  
Council has authorized a task force to provide several approaches to educate the congregation on the 
many issues involved in order for the congregation to make an informed decision and that they also 
understand the consequences of a vote to stay or disaffiliate from the UMC.      
 
It was announced in March that the General Conference 2020 is postponed for the third time until 
2024 and the leaders of the Global Methodist Church announced its chartering on May 1, 2022.  
These two events accelerated the splitting of the UMC.  Any hope for an amiable separation was 
dashed when five progressive collaborators who helped create the Protocol of Reconciliation and 
Grace through Separation, or Protocol, withdrew their support.  Without their support, there is little 
hope of the Protocol passing at General Conference 2024 .  This helps explain the second question, 
why is TFUMC voting on disaffiliation now.   
 
At the contentious General Conference 2019  that reaffirmed the Traditional Plan, legislation was 
quickly passed at the conclusion to allow progressive congregations who disagreed with the Tradi-
tional Plan to leave the UMC with their property and assets.  Most bishops are allowing this legisla-
tion to be used by all congregations  who desire to disaffiliate from the UMC.  To disaffiliate under 
this legislation, known as paragraph 2553, a congregation must vote with a 2/3 majority to disaffili-
ate at an authorized church conference, pay up to two years of apportionments, pay the congrega-
tion’s portion of the unfunded liability of the pastor retirement fund and be approved by its Annual 
Conference. Church. Leadership will be meeting soon with Annual Conference officials for an exact 
payment amount.  If a congregation satisfies all requirements, then they can leave the UMC with 
their assets and property.  With passage of the Protocol very unlikely in 2024, paragraph 2553 is the 
only current method TFUMC could depart the UMC with its assets and property. New legislation 
that would favor traditional congregations leaving amicably at General Conference 2024  seems re-
mote as traditionist are leaving the UMC, thereby diminishing their impact on legislation.  Paragraph 
2553 expires on December 31, 2023.  After that time, there is no other process currently or likely 
legislated that would allow a congregation to leave the UMC with its property and assets.  To meet 
the approval of the Annual Conference, a congregation must complete their voting by mid-April 
2023 to make the legislative cutoff for the June 2023 Annual Conference and comply the December 
31, 2023 expiration of paragraph 2553.   
 
Now more than ever, pray for God’s guidance, wisdom and discernment for our congregational 
members and leaders that we seek God’s will for Tullahoma First. 
 

 
-Craig Diller 
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Attendance 
Average Attendance 2022  

 

8:00 a.m. Worship       59     
First Light Worship       90 
11:00  a.m. Worship          76 
Total                             225    
Sunday School                  72 

Finance 
June 2022 

 

Revenue 
YTD Budget          $444,889 
Received               $400,696 
Expenditures 
YTD Budget          $444,889 
Disbursed               $444,074  

Memorials 
Dr. James Lindsay 

from 
 

George Stone 
 

Rev. Bill & Rosemary 
Starnes 

from 
George Stone 

 

 

Henry & Myrtle Burchett 
from 

George Stone 
 

Dudley & Josephine Gualt 
from 

George Stone 
 

Nellie Wasilewski 
from 

Cathy Jo Smith 
 
 
 
 

If you have someone you would like to add to the prayer list, please contact the church office at 455-5434 or 

fumc@lighttube.net. Also, if you have updates about your loved one currently on the prayer list, please con-

tact the office with that information. It is important for us to have the most accurate information so that we 

may provide the appropriate congregational care.  

At Tullahoma FUMC there are  

many ways to give:   
Electronic:  Visit our website, www.fumctullahoma.com, 

and click the online giving link.  

Bank drafts & automatic payments can be set up with 

Karen in the finance office.  

Text: If you would like to use your phone to give, simply 

text “Give2fumc” to 732-56 and follow the prompts.  

Weekly envelopes can be requested from Karen. If you 

already use weekly envelopes, the ones for 2022 are 

available outside the Church Office.   
 

For more information, please contact Karen Douglas in the 

Finance Office at 455-7127  

or financefumc@lighttube.net. Thank you for giving! 

Joan Alexander 

Nellie Wasilewski 

Sarah Mauer (sister of Emily 

Thoma) 

Bill Overton 

Tim Counts 

Ryan Bond 

Helen Smith (mother of Connie 

Hyde & grandmother of Aimee 

Whitt) 

 

Carl Corley (nephew of Steve 

Hoagland) 

Dona Rhudy 

Megan Hershman 

Kristina Hale 

Tom Berninger 

Shirley Moore 

Judy Fitch 

Edith Gammon 

 

 

Verna Hastings 

Nancy Wright 

Mary Lou Barnett 

Ruth Rymer 

Rex Askren 

Josie Wagnon 

Sam DiNicola 

Don Roberts (uncle of Kris 

Roberts) 

Parker Epley (Son of Clint & 

Leigha Epley) 
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, INC.  

208 W. Lauderdale Street 

Tullahoma TN 37388 

To receive text  
messages & emails 
from the church to 

keep you in the loop 
about everything that is going on, just text the word 
church to 931-452-4747 and click on the response. 
You may also signup to receive texts from specific 
areas of ministry. For our Children’s Ministry, text 

children; for our Senior Adults ministry, text 
fumcsam . Once your form is filled out, we will 

begin sending you all the info you'll need.  

  Connect 
   Senior Pastor                                            Rickey Wade                     pastorfumc80@gmail.com 

   Administrative Assistant   Annelyse Brechler           fumc@lighttube.net 

   Worship & Communications                  Jeff Harrison                             jeffhfumc@lighttube.net 

   Discipleship & Youth                         Kris Roberts                     krisfumc@lighttube.net 

   Youth, Young Adults, Missions             Megan Dauzat                meganfumc@gmail.com 

   Children & Fellowship                      Julie Uehlein         childrensfumc@lighttube.net 

   Senior Adults & Congregational Care         Esther J. Sims                              ejsfumc@lighttube.net 

   Dossett Chapel               Jeff Ellison                      jeff.ellison@me.com 

   Traditional Music Ministry                         Doug Clark                  doug.fumc@gmail.com 

   Organist and Accompanist              Chris Blondin          blondinmusic@bellsouth.net 

   First Light Music Ministry                          John Cook             johnjaniece@bellsouth.net 

   Finance Assistant               Karen Douglas           financefumc@lighttube.net 

   Facilitator                                       Elmo Birkhead                              fumc23@lighttube.net 
 

208 West Lauderdale Street  www.fumctullahoma.com 

Church Office:  931-455-5434 or fumc@lighttube.net  Pastor Rickey’s Cell:  931-222-0314  

Finance Office:  931-455-7127 or financefumc@lighttube.net 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday, 8am-4pm  
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Our main Facebook page is First 
United Methodist Church.  

We also have a Youth page - 
FUMC Tullahoma Youth  

Ministry; and a Children’s  
page - Children’s Ministry of 

FUMC Tullahoma. 

To receive this newsletter electronically, just email the office at fumc@lighttube.net. Help us save 

 paper, postage, and time!  You can also find the newsletter on our website, www.fumctullahoma.com  


