August 2018

The Message—Pastor Rickey Wade
Never Alone
During a recent devotional time I read Psalm 139. It begins, “O LORD,
you have searched me and known me. You know when I sit down and
when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away” (vv. 1-2),
and it ends, “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and
know my thoughts. See if there is any wicked way in me, and
lead me in the way everlasting” (vv. 23-24). Between this
beginning and end the Psalmist speaks of an infinite God,
and a finite humanity.
As I read this, I thought of a world far away and a time long
since gone. The world and time of David is almost as foreign
to us as would be another planet. I am writing on an electronic
device that has the look of printed words on paper. Even paper
was all but unheard of in David’s day. Much of their writing was
done in soft clay with a pointed stick, on plant bark, or animal hides using a quill-type device dipped in dye.
Nevertheless, something struck me as being timeless about the words of this psalm.
The human condition is one of a finite existence where we ride a rollercoaster of sorrow and joy. One moment we are on the top of the world, and the next we are in the pit of despair. We know all too well the joy
of love and acceptance, and the pain of ridicule and rejection. We weep for joy at the birth of new life, and
we weep from the pain of loss in death. All human beings are connected by this eternal human condition.
The Psalmist does not try to minimize or maximize our human condition. The psalm simply states that our
human condition is so. However, something more important than our condition is brought to light in this
psalm. The writer bears witness that God knows us before we are born; yes, even before we existed, we
were conceived in the mind of God. It also speaks of how God is constantly involved in our day to day lives,
“Even before a word is on my tongue, O LORD, you know it completely. You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me” (vv. 4-5). And yes, the psalm speaks of how God and our connection with
God extend way beyond our time on earth.
Psalm 139 tells us that God is always present, active, and planning on our behalf. God is actually concerned
about the little day to day happenings of our lives. Not only is God concerned, God is actively involved to
teach, guide, and save us in spite of our human condition. A long time after this psalm was written God took
on human form, experienced our finite nature, and rode the rollercoaster of our human emotion. Not only do
we have a God who is with us, we have a God who knows what it is like to be us!
-God bless, Pastor Rickey

Upcoming Sermons
“Becoming a People of Purpose: Believe, Follow, Go”
This will be a three part series. “Believe” is the topic
in August, “Follow” is the topic in September,
and “Go” is the topic in October.
August 5th - “Do You Believe?” (John 6:24-35)
August 12th - “Conceptualized Faith” (Genesis 1:1-5)
August 19th - “Realized Faith” (Matthew 27:45-54)
August 26th - “Actualized Faith” (James 2:14-26)

Churchwide Pool Party
Sunday, July 29th, 6-8 p.m.
Splash Island at DW Wilson
We hope you will join us for a time of fun
and fellowship….even if you don’t swim!
Just come on out and enjoy spending time
with your church family!

Pastor Rick’s sermons are added to our website on Sundays, after the 11 a.m. service. Go to www.fumctullahoma.com,
select the “podcast” tab and then you may scroll down on that page and select the sermon you want to listen to.

208 West Lauderdale Street - 931.455.5434 - www.fumctullahoma.com
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Sunday Mornings

Calendar

Worship—Traditional Service in the
Sanctuary
9 a.m.
Worship—First Light Modern Service
in the Family Activity Center
10 a.m.
Sunday School - various locations in the main
Building and Family Activity Center
10:30 a.m. Dossett Chapel Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship—Traditional Service in the
Sanctuary

The Good News

8 a.m.

Ongoing Activities
Sundays
 High School Youth Group, 5-7 p.m.
 Disciple Fast Trak, 5:30-7 p.m.
Tuesdays
 Henry Center Food Pantry/Financial Assistance,
10:30 a.m.
 Boy Scouts 7-8 p.m.
Wednesdays
 Dossett Chapel activities, 3:30-5 p.m. (begins
August 15th)
 Instrument Ensemble, 5:30-6:15 p.m. (begins
August 8th)
 Middle School Youth Group, 6-8 p.m.
 Choir Rehearsal, 6:30-7:45 p.m.
Thursdays
 Disciple Fast Trak, 9-10:30 a.m.
 Henry Center Food Pantry/Financial Assistance,
10:30 a.m.
 Henry Center Clothes Closet, 12-2 p.m.
 Handbells, 5:30 p.m. (begins August 9th)
Fridays
 Adult Art Group, 10 a.m., art room, main bldg.

What’s Happening In August

Sunday, July 29th - Sunday School Promotion
Sunday
Sunday, July 29th - Youth Lake Party
Sunday, July 29th - Church-wide Pool Party at
Splash Island (D.W. Wilson), 6-8 p.m.
Thursday, August 2nd - Trustees Meeting,
6:30 p.m.
Sunday, August 5th - Youth Parent Meeting,
5 p.m.; The House
Tuesday, August 7th - Golden Circle, 11:30 a.m.;
Davidson Hall
Sunday, August 12th - Children’s Parent Meeting,
10:45 a.m.; Art Room
Sunday, August 12th - Children’s Picture Day,
10 a.m.; SOUL Lounge
Monday, August 13th - Church Council meeting,
6 p.m.; Reception Room #111
Sunday, August 19th - teamKID, 10:45 a.m. - 12;
SOUL Lounge
Monday, August 20th - United Methodist Women
3rd Monday meeting, 10:30 a.m.; Davidson Hall
Tuesday, August 21st - Encouragers’ Luncheon,
12 noon; Emil’s
Sunday, August 26th - LifeGroup Launch

Church Safety
Friends, I (and others) have been looking at a broad range of safety procedures for some time now. We
have pulled together a team of six people that is meeting on a regular basis to develop appropriate ways
of handling a variety of situations to keep us all safe - for me, this is a part of pastoral care. To this point
our team has identified a need for procedures in the following general situations (we will add to these as
the church sees need): Safe Sanctuaries, Medical Situations, Fire, Weather Emergencies, Missing
Child/Children, and Criminal/Terrorist Activity. We are currently considering the possibility of adding
to the physical security system of the church's cameras and magnetic door locks (we are in the
investigation stage only). Furthermore, we believe we need ushers trained on assisting the congregation
and emergency personnel. We are developing an outline for the role of our ushers, and the number of
people needed to adequately staff a team. Our safety plan will not only cover Sunday morning, but also
normal office hours, and special high attendance times (such as Wednesday evening, and special
services). Please be in prayer for this proactive group as we care for God's people and provide a foundation for doing the very important work of sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ. God bless, Pastor Wade

Children’s Ministry—Julie Uehlein

August 2018

Jesus said, “Let the Little Children
come to me and do not hinder them
for the Kingdom of God belongs to
such as these” Mark 10:14-1
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Sundays
Nursery Hours
8 a.m. - 12 noon
Sunday School
10 a.m. (main bldg., 2nd floor)

***To receive communications relating to Children’s Ministry, text CHILDREN to 931-452-4747***
Who’s ready for school to start back? I am not as I love having my kids home, but I am ready for a
routine! I am also very excited about things going on in your Children’s Ministry.
One of the most exciting things we are doing is a new Sunday School series for elementary age called
Gospel Project. It is a three year plan to go thru the bible, that begins in September. So, incoming
kindergarteners will have the chance to complete the bible twice before moving to Youth group. What a
great foundation!
We have a fun opportunity to participate in a citywide church kickball tournament for grades K – 5 at
King’s Cross Church. We are just waiting to hear the date and time. We will wear our grey Children’s
Ministry shirts. Let me know if you need one, they are $5.
teamKID is moving to a new time of 10:45 a.m. – 12 noon
on four Sundays from August – November. This will be a
biblical and fun time consisting of Bible science, games and
mission outreach. This will be for ages 4 – 5th grade. We
will need several volunteers of all ages, please contact me
for more details.
Thank you for the honor of loving and serving your children.
-Be blessed, Miss Julie
Our nursery
is available
for children
who have
not yet entered elementary
school, when age appropriate
classes are not offered. While
your child is in the nursery,
he/she is learning the song
“Jesus Loves Me” and
hearing The Lord’s Prayer
before snack.

Facts - The average child spends:
-2 hours a day on screens
-20 hours per week on extracurricular activities
-less than 40 hours in church
each year
-around 3000 hours with their
parents each year

Calendar of Events - August
5th

12th
12th
19th

Sunday School resumes; if your child is
age 3 and potty trained, he/she may begin
Sunday School on this date. The next start
date is January 6th, 2019
Picture Day, 10 a.m.; SOUL Lounge
Parent meeting, 10:45 a.m.; art room
teamKID, 10:45 a.m.-12 p.m.; SOUL
Lounge

Sermon Notes and activities available at each worship service. Have your child check them out.
They are available at the front and back of the Main Sanctuary and at the front table in the gym.

Page 4

Youth Ministry—Kris Roberts

The Good News

New discussion
series @ the House

Senior Ministry—Esther J. Sims

August 2018
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WORTH THE READ
Two important programs are about to begin in the life of our
church. You are invited to put your talents to work in the name
of Jesus Christ. The two programs are Get Fit-Tullahoma and
a Community Feeding Program. In just a few weeks, we will
begin our Church Wide Fitness Program. Just to remind you, I
mentioned in our newsletter last month that Tullahoma is one
of two cities in Middle Tennessee that for the last two years has
had the distinction of being Governor Haslam's Healthier Tennessee
Communities. Get Fit-Tullahoma is now on the way and our church will be participating.
The Dickerson Life Group will be spear heading a Community Feeding Program starting in September. It is
our prayer to have our entire church, other churches, businesses and organizations to eventually participate
in this program.
The 2019 Sager Brown Trip is set for September 15-20, 2019. We have a team of eleven (11) signed up to
go. If you would like to be put on a waiting list to join us if space becomes available, please sign-up on the
Senior Adult bulletin board.

Morning
Point

Guest Services (see page 8 for more info)

August Happenings…
Thursday, August 9th/Sunday, August 12th Disciple Fast Trak begins
Monday-Thursday, August 13th-16th - Wisdom
& Grace Conference
Thursday, August 23rd - Book Club; “Hiding in
the Light”
August Birthdays
1
1
4
4
5
6
6
9
11
14

15 Doug Thomas
Gary Fergus
16 Jimmye Lou Smith
Ruth Wilson
18 Connie Hyde
Rush Bricken
19 Betty Horton
Jim Henry
25 Richard Garfield
Jim House
27 Beverly Beam
Ann Lester
27 Bill Sanders
Bill Bethmann
28 Emily Thoma
Jerry TeVrucht
29 Margaret Richardson
Melba Mahrenholz
31 Bob Barksdale
Joan Swann
31 Mary Alice Hollinshead

Happy Birthday!!!

Dinner at Cracker Barrel

“Grease”
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First Light & Outreach Ministry—Jeff Harrison

The Good News

Hey Everyone,
Summer is ending, and school is about to begin. Some
of you are sad summer is ending, but as a parent of
school aged children, "It's the most wonderful time
of the year..." As we begin a new school year, we
are adjusting to new schools, new schedules and
new experiences. For the First Light service, we too
are adjusting and hopefully making our service more
meaningful. In worship planning you have two competing forces, time and importance. You want elements
to have the proper time, but time has to balance with importance. You can't have an element of worship be
too long or too short, depending on it's importance. We spend a lot of time singing and listening to a message
on Sunday morning. Those things are very important elements of our service. Another important element of
our service is communion. "Big Communion" which we celebrate on the third Sunday of the month takes a
lot of time and is important to the worship life of the church. In fact, communion takes so much time that we
often shorten the message, take out other elements or songs to make room. Unfortunately, you can't have an
important element of your worship done quickly.
Starting August 5th, we are making changes to the First Light Service. We are going to offer Big Communion,
once a month on the first Sunday of the month. Every first Sunday will have communion at the 8 o’clock, 9
o’clock and 11 o’clock services and we will collect the offering for the Henry Center on those Sundays as
well. This will help Pastor Rickey in shortening one sermon a month instead of every other week. We will
also be offering congregational care and prayer at the end of First Light for those who would like to receive
it. This will give us a chance to be intentional with our fellowship and congregational care during our worship.
This doesn't have to be a dramatic alter call, but if someone is sensing God's leading and wants to respond and
share with Pastor Rickey or some other lay leaders, the prayer time is the time to do just that. Below is the
new schedule for worship at First Light. These are not exact times, just rough guidelines.
Announcements on Screen before the service starts
8:58 - Greeting and Passing the Peace
9:00 - Worship Music Set
9:20 - Collection and Prayer for offering/ Any
announcements from Pastor Rickey
9:25 - Message
9:45 - Benediction/Congregational Care & prayer
On First Sunday's Communion will be after the message
and times will adjust accordingly. We want to give
communion the time it needs to be important and
meaningful. We want to incorporate more congregational
care into the worship life of our church. -In Christ, Jeff

Communion Servers - Once a month
Coffee - Once a month on rotation
Tech Team - Every / every other week
Worship Team - Every /every other week
Contact Jeff @ jeffhfumc@lighttube.net
for more info.

Everyone meet Todd McKibbin! Todd has been
drumming for First Light for the past couple of
years, and we love him! He is a friend of John
Cook and joined the team because we needed a
drummer desperately. Todd is a session musician
and has toured with Tanya Tucker, Deana Carter, Bellamy Brothers, Randy Nations Band
and hundreds of others. He is a great musician, a fun guy and has a great big heart for music
and for God. Todd, we so appreciate all you do for the music of our church!

August 2018

Discipleship Ministry—Kris Roberts
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The Good News

Page 8
Moving FUMC Forward

Last month, the Church Council Work Session took place with the purpose of gathering before God,
praying, and breaking out into teams that will look at the different areas to discern God’s leading. Each
team met and came up with goals/action items to present at the next Church Council meeting, scheduled
for Monday, August 13th. The following is a brief summary of each team’s ideas.
First Light - Jeff Harrison
1. Explore options for an additional service on Sunday afternoons or midweek, to ease the issue of space.
2. Explore options for improving the sound and lighting in our existing worship space to make the overall
experience of the worship service even better.
3. Explore options for building a new building to serve as the home for First Light, but also as a possible
“cultural hub” for the community; a place for concerts, theatrical shows, and other events.
Congregational Care - Julie Uehlein
1. Train our leaders (Sunday School, bible study, LifeGroup, etc.) to communicate absences/needs of their
attendees.
2. Enlist the help of the congregation and ushers to communicate absences/needs.
3. Discover ways to reach college age kids (18-25).
4. Put a system in place to find out the needs of our shut-ins.
Guest Services - Esther J. Sims
1. Provide special training for greeters, ushers, and members about how to approach visitors/new members.
2. Recognition of visitors/new members
3. Have better/more information available, using a variety of resources
Marketing - Rickey Wade
1. Instill a culture of welcome.
2. Develop a communication plan.
3. Use word of mouth, social media, community activity at the church.
LifeGroup - Kris Roberts
1. Grow from 6-8 groups meeting weekly to 12 groups
2. Better marketing in our bulletins and regularly promoting each Group’s info in all 3 services
3. Setting term limits of 2 years for LifeGroup leaders
This is just a very brief overview of what each team discussed. For more information, please come to our
August Church Council meeting where each group will be presenting their goals/action items in more detail.
If you have interest in joining any of the teams, you may email us at movingfumcforward@gmail.com.
Seedbed Daily Text
Seedbed Daily Text is a short devotional that is delivered to your email box each morning.
https://www.seedbed.com/daily-text-subscribe
Seedbed also offers an opportunity for people to come together online and interact around the
content of the Daily Text. These groups are called Bands. Pastor Rickey is currently in the process
of creating a Band. If you think you might be interested in participating, please contact him.

August 2018

Missions & Opportunities to Serve
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The Henry Center—Jeff Harrison
Hey Everyone,
The Henry Center is doing wonderful ministry within our community. We have
added some new faces to the staff, Rick Wells and Charlotte Hall, in the last couple
of weeks, but we can always use more help. If you are interested or would like a tour
of the Henry Center, please contact me and we will set that up. We have had to cut back in the amount we
are giving away in financial assistance, but the need is still great. Everything that you give goes directly to
those who need it the most. If you have read the First Light section of the newsletter, you know that we will
be collecting our Henry Center offering on the first Sunday of the month in all services. Because of the
donations and money raised from the 5k, we were able to stay open as usual for the month of July. That is
wonderful news! Thank you church for all you do in providing for our community. -In Christ, Jeff

Mission Moment—Holt Cason
People often quote a verse from the Bible that says “we are the hands and
feet of Christ,” but like a great many “quoted passages,” there is no verse
that makes this statement. These words came from a prayer by St. Teresa
of Avila, better known as Mother Teresa. She understood the essences
of missions in her life and work with the needy people of India.

Christ has no body now but yours,
No hands, no feet, on earth but yours.
Your are the eyes through which He looks
Compassion on this world
Yours are the feet
With which He walks to do good.
Your are the hands
With which He blesses all the world
Yours are the hands, yours are the feet.
Yours are the eyes, you are His body.
Christ has no body now but yours,
No hands, no feet on earth but yours
Yours are the eyes, through which He Looks
compassion on the world.
Christ has no body now on earth but yours.

“Healing on the Hill”

Save the date for Partners for Healing’s biggest fundraiser of the year. “Healing on the Hill” will
take place on Saturday, August 25th, and will be held in Lynchburg on BBQ Hill. All proceeds raised
go straight to fund patient care and clinic needs. If you would like to be a sponsor, donate an item or be
a volunteer, please contact Michelle Carmack at 931-455-5014 ext. 103.

Page 10

The Good News
Special Session of General Conference - February 23rd-26th

The Council of Bishops has called a Special Session of the General Conference of The United
Methodist Church to be held February 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis, Missouri. The purpose will be to
receive and act on a report from the Commission on a Way Forward based on the recommendations
of the Council of Bishops. The 32-member Commission was authorized by General Conference 2016 and
appointed by the Council of Bishops to examine paragraphs in The Book of Discipline
concerning human sexuality and exploring options to strengthen the unity of the church.
The Council of Bishops, in partnership with The Upper Room, are encouraging every United
Methodist to fast weekly (as health allows) and to pray daily. The suggested fasting period is
weekly from Thursday after dinner to Friday mid-afternoon. The suggested time of prayer is daily
for four minutes, from 2:23 - 2:26, a.m. or p.m.
The TN Conference is also hosting multiple Listening Sessions this Fall to hear from you as they
prepare to attend the Conference. Each session is open to everyone and will be on Sundays, from 3-5
p.m. The Session for our district (Stones River) will be held at Manchester First on October 14th.

Bringing FUMC Tullahoma
to your phone with Near2

Attendance

Finance

Average Attendance 2018 YTD

May 2018
Revenue
YTD Budget $453,590
Received
$398,708

8:00 a.m. Worship
First Light Worship
11:00 a.m. Worship
Total

68
142
124
334

Sunday School
Dossett Sunday School
Total

115
8
123

Expenditures
YTD Budget $478,151
Disbursed
$429,058

Congratulations to:
Sarah Beth & Patrick Clark on the birth of their daughter,
Emerson Belle Clark, born April 27th. Proud grandparents
are Brac & Emily Thoma and Louise Clark.
Andrea & Andy Houser on the birth of their daughter, Cressa
Sloan Houser. She joins big brothers Spence, Grey, & Cruz.
Proud grandparents are Julie & Steven Foreman.

We are partnering with a member
of our congregation and local tech
entrepreneur, Leigh Fogle, to deliver relevant and timely information about Church happenings
directly to your phones. This will
include the weekly bulletin, information about services, Sunday
School, special events and more.
Near2 is an app you can download
now in the iTunes or Google Play
store. Once downloaded, it will
bring up-to-date information directly to your phone based on your
location; so, when you walk into
the church on Sunday, you will get
a notification message to download
that week’s information and bulletin.
We encourage you to download the
app to start getting information delivered directly to you...which will
also help us save printing and paper costs!
For more information, you
can visit www.near2.co.

August 2018
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Keeping In Prayers
Joyce Bobo
Mary Middleton
Virgil Cline
Joanna & Jay Reynolds
(friends of Susan Warwick)
Helen McClure
Ruby Hobbs
Frances Ward (sister of Martha
Carden)
Leon Smith

Sherri Sells (sister-in-law of
Steve & Tommie Hoagland)
Lloyd Long (brother of Sylvia
Garner)
Emily Weddington
Pete & Pam Asmann (family
of Marcia Massengill)
Gerry Benoit (friend of Steve
& Tommie Hoagland)
Debbie Gill (sister of Viki Blondin)

Rebecca Doherty (sister of John
Prebola)
Helen Smith
Forrest Frame
Robert Breezley
Carolyn Graham (sister of Bob
Prater)
The family of Billy Roy & Dale
Murray (Nancy Wright’s family)

Please be in prayer for the men and women that will be participating in the upcoming Emmaus Walks.
The men’s Walk is September 13th-16th, and the women’s Walk is September 27th-30th.

With Sympathy
DeWitt Cox passed away Saturday, June
30th. Services were Saturday, July 7th.
Tom Jones, son of Jerry & Frances
Jones, passed away last month. No
arrangements at this time,

Cecilia Loudermilk
from
Janna Washington
Golden Circle
Dian & Terry Rayfield
Krista & Jeffrey Olson
Sam & Tammy Hatfield
John Loudermilk
Richard & Mary Ann Austin
Mr. & Mrs. James Hawkins, Jr.
W.C. & Jane Anne Driver
Danielle Driver
Frederick Robinson
Charlotte Hatheway

Memorials
DeWitt Cox
from
James & Wilma Taylor
Barbara Buckner
Thomas & Arey Jean Barton
Harvey & Wanda Williams
Donna Johnson
Janna Washington
Golden Circle
Ann Hand
Charlotte Hatheway

Ted Helms
from
Stephen & Rhonda Oseman
Class of 1956
Tom Jones
from
Sarah Marshall
Charlotte Hatheway
George Richard Skelton
from
Dian & Terry Rayfield
Steve & Linda Rogers

Encouragers’ Group
We will meet on Tuesday, August 21st at Emil’s. We
will meet at 12:00 noon. God bless, Linda Roberts
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The Good News

Connect

931.455.5434

fumc@lighttube.net

Senior Pastor

Pastor Rickey Wade

Administrative Assistant
First Light/Outreach Ministry
Youth & Discipleship Ministry
Children’s Ministry
Senior’s Ministry
Henry Center Ministry
Instrumental Music Director
Choir Director
Organist and Accompanist
Music Ministry (First Light)
Financial Assistant
Facilitator
Stephen Ministries

Mandy White
Jeff Harrison
Kris Roberts
Julie Uehlein
Esther J. Sims
Jeff Harrison
Doug Clark
Adam Womack
Chris Blondin
John Cook
Katrina Walton
Elmo Birkhead
Larry Crabtree
Rosemary Crabtree

pastorfumc@lighttube.net
931-222-0314
fumc@lighttube.net
jeffhfumc@lighttube.net
krisfumc@lighttube.net
childrensfumc@lighttube.net
ejsfumc@lighttube.net
jeffhfumc@lighttube.net
doug.fumc@gmail.com
adam.womack@tcsedu.net
blondinmusic@bellsouth.net
johnjaniece@bellsouth.net
financefumc@lighttube.net
fumc23@lighttube.net
49crab@bellsouth.net
janecrab@bellsouth.net

Church Office Hours 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday -Thursday, 8 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Friday

To receive
text messages & emails
from the
church to
keep you in the loop about everything that is
going on, just text the word CHURCH to 931452-4747 and click on the response. You may
also sign-up to receive texts from specific areas
of ministry. For our Youth Ministry, text
YOUTH; for our Children’s Ministry text
CHILDREN. Once your form is filled out, we
will begin sending you all the info you'll need.

Our main Facebook page
is First United Methodist
Church. We also have a
Youth page - FUMC
Tullahoma Youth Ministry;
and a Children’s page Children’s Ministry of
FUMC Tullahoma.

To receive this newsletter electronically and get The Good News faster, just
email Mandy at fumc@lighttube.net. Help us save paper, postage and time!
You can also find the newsletter on our website, fumctullahoma.com
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