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Open Eyes 
For those who often search the Scriptures, God has a way of revealing  
new insights each time we return to a given text. While studying Greek  
in seminary, I had an assignment to memorize and recite a selected  
passage in Greek. The passage I had was from Saint Luke 24:30,  
“And their eyes were opened and they recognized Him; and He  
vanished from their sight.” This verse is from the story of Jesus  
and the two disciples on the road to Emmaus. 
 

To summarize the story, on the day of the Resurrection,  
two disciples are on their way from Jerusalem to Emmaus.  
As they walk along Jesus joins them but they do not recognize  
him. Jesus explains the Scripture to them as they walk along.  
Once at Emmaus, at the home of one of the disciple, as Jesus  
breaks bread with them, we find the above verse. As Jesus broke  
bread with them, “their eyes were opened...” Although Jesus had been with them, and they could physically 
see him, they had not recognized him. It was as if they could see, but not see. Many times we physically see 
things (or people), but fail to really see. 
 

As I studied this one text, reading it over and over again to memorize it, a light seemed to come on. Like the 
disciples on the road, I had seen this text many times, and I knew the words. However, it dawned on me that 
the resurrection of Jesus has changed things. The change was more than Jesus’ ability to enter locked rooms, 
be seen by disciples, or not. The change was much deeper, and the change was not simply in Jesus, the 
change was for all who believe. 

Holy Week & Easter Services The resurrection of Jesus paves the way for all 
of God’s children to see, not just the physical, 

but also the spiritual. Such seeing allows one 
person to be present with another. It allows for 
holy empathy and sympathy. In other words, 

the resurrection opens the door for disciples to 
see as God sees. As such, we realize that we 
are not the center of the universe, that not  

everything is all about “me,” and that others 
matter greatly. 
 

At times, when we ponder the resurrection of 
Jesus, our attention turns to the notion that “I” 
too will be raised, that “I” have eternal life, 

that the grave cannot hold “me.” While this is 
true, I do not think this to be what God really 
wants us to see. I think God wants us to see 
that because Jesus has given us eternal life, we 

are free to live bold and sacrificial lives for 
others. We can take chances, risk our place  
and status, or step out on faith! Why? Because 

Jesus has been raised, and this life is not all 
there is. We are eternal beings, held forever in 
the loving arms of Christ – and if Christ be for 

us, who can be against us? Do you see? 
 
-God bless, Pastor Rickey 

Stations of the Cross 

Wednesday, March 31st, 8am-8pm 

Thursday, April 1st, 8am-6pm 
 

Thursday, April 1st  

Maundy Thursday Service  

    7pm; Sanctuary 
     
Friday, April 2nd  

Good Friday Service  

    7pm; Sanctuary 
     
Sunday, April 4th - Easter 

    6am   Youth-led  Outdoor    

              Sunrise Service  

    7am   Breakfast, Davidson  

              Hall  

     8am  Traditional Service,  

              Sanctuary 

9:30am  Modern Service, Family  Activity Center 

   11am  Traditional Service, Sanctuary 

     6pm  Modern Worship, Family Activity Center 

 

*The church office will be closed Monday, April 5th.* 
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Ongoing Activities 

Sundays 

 Youth Group, Destination Unknown 

 

Tuesdays 

 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial  

   Assistance, 12-2pm 

 Dossett Cub Scouts, 6:30-8pm; Dossett Chapel 

 Girl Scouts, 7-8:30pm; Scout room 

 

Wednesdays 

 Dossett Chapel activities, 3:30pm 

 Instrumental Ensemble, 6pm  

 Youth Disciple, 6:30-8:30pm; the House 

 Youth Zoom, 7:30pm 

 

Thursdays 

 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial  

   Assistance, 12-2pm 

 Choir, 5pm 

 Handbells, 6pm  

 Cub Scouts, 6-7:30pm; Scout room 

Calendar 

Sunday Mornings 

Nursery available from 8am-12noon 

8am      Traditional Worship Service,  

                Sanctuary 

9am     First Light Modern Service,    

     Family Activity Center  

                (beginning April 11th) 

10am     Sunday School for all ages;  

                various locations (beginning 

     April 11th) 

10:30am  Dossett Chapel Sunday School 

11am       Traditional Worship Service,  

                Sanctuary 

11am       Traditional Worship Service, 

     Facebook Live 

6pm     First Light Modern Service, 

     Family Activity Center 

What’s Happening In April  

Stations of the Cross - March 31st-April 1st  

    (see front page for schedule) 

Thursday, April 1st - Maundy Thursday Service,  

    7pm; sanctuary  

Friday, April 2nd - Good Friday Service, 7pm;  

    sanctuary 

Saturday, April 3rd - Children’s Easter Egg  

    Hunt, 10am; Thoma residence 

Saturday, April 3rd - Bahamas Mission Trip    

    Bake Sale Pick-up, 2-4pm;  

Sunday, April 4th - Easter 

 6am Youth-led Sunrise Service 

 7am Breakfast in Davidson Hall 

 8am Traditional Worship Service in the 

  sanctuary 

       9:30am Modern Worship Service in the 

  gym 

          11am Traditional Worship Service in the 

  sanctuary 

 6pm    Modern Worship in the gym 

Monday, April 5th - Church office closed 

Sunday, April 11th - Sunday School Resumes  

    (see page 6 for more information) 

Friday-Saturday, April 23rd-24th - Kiwanis  

    Craft Show *United Methodist Women will have  

    a booth with baked goods both days (see page 9  

    for more information) 

Sunday, April 25th - Youth Senior Send-off 

Friday-Sunday, April 30th-May 2nd - Youth  

    Confirmation Retreat 
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***To receive communications relating to Children’s Ministry, text CHILDREN to 931-452-4747*** 

Mark 10:14-1 

“Jesus said, ‘Let the Little 

Children come to me and  

do not hinder them for the 

Kingdom of God belongs  

to such as these.’”  

Sunday Mornings Sunday Mornings Sunday Mornings    
Nursery Hours  
8 a.m. - 12 noon 

 

Sunday School 
10 a.m.; 2nd floor,  

main building 

Sermon Notes and activities available at each worship service. Have your child check them out.  
They are available at the front and back of the Main Sanctuary and at the front table in the gym. 

Upcoming Events - April & May 
 

April 

1st      Stations of the Cross, 8am-6pm; Sanctuary 

1st      Maundy Thursday Service, 7pm; Sanctuary  

2nd    Good Friday Service, 7pm; Sanctuary             

3rd     Easter Egg Hunt,  

          10-11am; Thoma  

          Residence 

4th     Easter Sunday (see front  

          page for schedule) 

4th     Lent Bingo due 

11th   Sunday School begins, 10am 

                                
                                                 

May 

16th   Tween (4th -5th grades) event; more info  

          to come 

23rd   Last day of regular Sunday School 

30th   Unified Service in the Sanctuary with lunch  

          to follow in the gym, 11am 

I am so looking forward to seeing faces I have not seen in a while!  We now have a calendar  
of events for our Children’s Ministry that you can view below.  On our Facebook page, there  

is an Events tab at the top that you will find many of these events.  I cannot stress how important  
it is that we have input from you as to if you are or are not planning to attend these events.   

Let me know if you have any questions.  -Working with you, Julie  

Sunday School 
Sunday School classes will  

resume on April 11th.    
We will meet in the SOUL 

Lounge at 10am 

Nursery 
Our nursery is open 

every Sunday from 

8am-12noon. 
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 “We shall never understand the extent  

  of God's love in Christ at the Cross  

  until we understand that we shall 

  never have to stand before the  

  judgment of God for our sins.”  

  (Billy Graham) 

 

 

Personal Note:  I have just returned home from a two and a half month trip to Los Angles,  

California.  My oldest sister called to say she needed me; in less than 24 hours, I was on a plane 

to get to her.  Three weeks later, her son died.  It took six weeks more to bury him because of 

COVID.  During all that time many of you called, sent cards, texted and prayed for us.  It was so 

comforting to share those prayers and well wishes with my sister.  One of the hardest things I 

have had to do was come home and leave my sister in California. I ask that you continue to pray 

for us and that God's will be done.  I shared the lyrics of this song (Heaven's  Point of View) at 

my nephew's service. I still find comfort in them:  “Today I faced a mountain, that I have no 

strength to climb.  And the struggle of this journey, left me weak both in body and in mind. From 

where I stand to the peak, is a distance on my own I cannot reach, so this journey of a thousand 

steps, begins right here on my knees. Soon I'll soar like an eagle, high on wings of grace. Far 

into the heavens where I can almost see God's face. Rising in his splendor, to heights I never 

knew.  What once looked like a mountain, is just a hill from heaven's point of view. I may face 

things tomorrow I can't comprehend today,  circumstances so uncertain make it hard to find the 

strength to pray.  But I'm living in the promise ‘I'll never leave you I'll always see u through,’  so 

what's this mountain to an eagle flying high,  from heaven's point of view.”   

Thank all of you so very much. 

April Birthdays 

Bertha Bates, April 3rd                     

Jim Mitchell, April 7th 

John Roberson, April 11th                

Dean Coleman, April 20th 

Senior Adult Programming will resume in 

June. Check the newsletter for activities. 
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The Henry Center—Jeff  Harrison 
The Henry Center is a helping ministry of First United Methodist Church.  

God has commanded us in His word to serve our local community by helping 

those who need it. We do this in various ways, but the primary ways the Henry 

Center has chosen to do this is through assistance with food (our food bank), 

helping with utility bills and rent (financial assistance), and clothing, household goods, furniture (our 

clothes closet). This ministry has help thousands of Tullahoma and Coffee County residents and it is 

because of the willingness of volunteers and the financial support of the church, that this ministry  

continues to support so many. 
 

We have a constant need for volunteers and donations. Volunteers can serve every time the Henry  

Center is open, or once a week, or once a month. Volunteer hours are usually 10am to 2pm on  

Tuesdays and Thursdays. Volunteers who work in the clothes closet also work during the week to  

re-stock and those hours vary. We also have a need for food pick-up. Those with pickup trucks can  

pick up the food directly, but we also have need of people who may not have that kind of vehicle, to 

assist those making the pick-up and getting the food into the building. If you would like to explore  

the possibility of volunteering, please contact Jeff Harrison at jeffhfumc@lighttube.net 
 

The other night we were preparing for our First Light night service at 6pm. Someone texted me and 

said, “I am at the main building and someone is trying to get in.” Of course nothing was going on in  

the main building so I went out to check. There was a gentleman at the alley way door and he was 

pressing the intercom button and waiting to no response. I went and asked if I could help him and he 

said he was looking for the 6pm service. I told him he was in the right place, just the wrong building. 

We introduced ourselves and I asked him how he knew about the 6pm service. He said that he recently 

visited the Henry Center and received help, was grateful for it, and wanted to find a church home. I led 

him to the Family Activity Center and he worshipped with us that evening. The next week he showed 

up for the morning service and I got to greet him again there. This speaks to two things. One, our First 

Light service was started, in part, to provide a casual service so that people who needed help from the 

Henry Center might feel comfortable attending. It was so encouraging that he has sought us out and felt 

comfortable worshipping with us. Second, we are speaking and the community is listening. I know for  

a fact that the volunteers at the Henry Center are inviting folks to worship with us. And even if they are 

not acting, they are listening. They are hearing us tell them about the church, but more importantly, 

they are hearing the message that God loves them. It's not just cheap talk; it's tangible food and assis-

tance that says, “I love you and God does too.” Our world is far too filled with voices that say one thing 

and mean another. Hopefully as we continue the work of the Henry Center, our community will hear 

that they are loved, and believe it. 
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Dossett Chapel—Jeff  Ellison 
We are looking for youth and adults to help with Scouting at Dossett Chapel. We’ve got kids from  

Kindergarten all the way up to High School. We’d love to have some of our church youth to join us! 

And we need adults to help with the Dens and Troops. Both girls and boys are involved. If you are  

unable to volunteer but would like to help, we always need donations for supplies such as Scouting 

equipment, toasters, or flat screen TVs.  
 

If you feel safe to come help, our Dossett kids would love to have the gift of your time and presence.  

Contact me anytime at 512-217-9844 or jeff.ellison@me.com to get involved.   

Missions & Opportunities to Serve 
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At a March 2020 meeting, a group of bishops, clergy, and laity from every U.S. jurisdiction  
and three global central conferences met in Atlanta to clarify the vision of the new traditional  

denomination, if the “Protocol” legislation passes at GC2022.  After three days there were  
two primary results from this meeting.  The first was a policy paper on Culture and 
Missions, Doctrine, and Organization for the new Methodist denomination called,  

“Reimaging the Passion of a Global Wesleyan Movement” (excerpts below). The  
second was the formation of a Transitional Leadership Council (TLC) to guide the  
new denomination from launch to a convening conference.  The TLC is using the 

“Reimaging the Passion” document as a guide in forming the new denomination,  
complete with a new Transitional Book of Discipline and Doctrine, to be launched  
upon passage of the Protocol.   

 
1. The Church’s Culture and Mission 

  • Being so in love with Jesus that we boldly share his love with all people because we can do nothing else 

  • Welcoming and embracing all who respond to God’s love into the Body of Christ 
  • Deeply committed to prayer and dependence upon the Holy Spirit 
  • Reaching out to the world at its points of deepest need through ministries of mercy and justice, especial- 

    ly involving the sins of racism, tribalism, economic injustice, the oppression of women, and addiction 
  • Becoming a nimble and less bureaucratic institution; more movement than institution 
  • Embodying our global nature in every aspect of doctrine, relationships, structure, and church culture 
 

2. Essential Doctrinal Beliefs 

  • The primacy of Scripture, leading to a biblical worldview 
  • Christology that boldly proclaims the deity of Christ and his salvific work as Lord and Savior 

  • All persons are of sacred worth, created in the image of God, unconditionally loved by God, and in need  
   of redemption from sin through Christ 
  • The historic creeds (especially the Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed) are reliable summaries of the  

   Christian faith 
  • Molded by, proclaiming, and exhibiting the Wesleyan four-fold movement of grace: prevenient, con- 
    vincing, justifying, and sanctifying 

  • The powerful work of the good and life-giving Holy Spirit in the lives of people and the ministry of the  
   Church today 
  • The traditional understanding of Christian marriage as a covenant between a man and a woman as God’s  

   intended setting for human sexual expression 
  • The accountability of clergy and bishops to the doctrine, mission, and discipline of the Church 
  • Adherence to the Wesleyan doctrinal standards: Articles of Religion, Confession of Faith, Standards  
   Sermons, and Notes on the New Testament 
 

3. Organization 

  • Global connectional polity 
  • Regional bodies that care for applying, not adapting, the Discipline of the Church and providing the first   

   step in episcopal accountability 
  • Local Congregations that care for acting as the primary vehicle by which the mission of the Church is  
   accomplished 

  • Superintendency characterized by bishops elected for one 12-year term and a global Council of Bishops  
   consisting only of active bishops 
 

To read the full document with signatures and comment from Bishop J. Michael Lowry, go to: 
www.ctcumc.org/bishops-post/reimagining-the-passion-of-a-global-wesleyan-movement-13441721.   
Please continue your prayers for the UMC and Tullahoma First. 

   
Craig Diller, Lay Member to Annual Conference 
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Attendance 
Average Attendance 2021  

 

8am   Worship      47  

9am   Worship      71 

11am Worship     52 

6pm   Worship     23 

Facebook Live     41 
 

Total     234         

  At Tullahoma FUMC there are  

many ways to give:   

Electronic:  Visit our website, www.fumctullahoma.com,        

    and click the online giving link.  
 

Bank drafts & automatic payments can be set up with  

    Katrina in the finance office.  
 

Text: If you would like to use your phone to give, simply  

    text “Give2fumc” to 732-56 and follow the prompts.  
 

Weekly envelopes can be requested from Katrina.  
 

For more information, please contact Katrina Walton  

in the Finance Office at financefumc@lighttube.net 

 or 931-455-7127. Thank you for giving! 

Finance 
February 2021 

 

Revenue 

YTD Budget   $138,556   

Received        $141,517 
 

Expenditures 

YTD Budget   $138,556   

Disbursed       $129,907   

United Methodist Women—Ann Hand 
READY, SET, BAKE!!! 

UMW will have a booth at the Spring Kiwanis Craft  

Fair, April 23rd & 24th.  We are asking for donations  

from the talented bakers of Tullahoma First.  Baked  

goods, candies, etc. may be dropped off at the Family  

Activity Center Thursday, April 22nd. 



 

Page 10 The Good News 

2021 Memorials 

Bobbie Ray 

from 

Stroop's Accurate Refrigeration 

Charlotte Hatheway 

William & Betty Comer 

Danny & Barbara Dobson 

Mann & Betty Anne Nutt 

Claudette Stewart 

Patricia Cheatham  

Mary Ellen Cheatham  

Carol & Larry Dornink 

Pierce, Anna & Caris 

Laura Orr 

Kay O'Connell 

Joe & Betty Poe 

Herschel & Rebecca Taylor 

Diane Chellstorp 

Jean Baker 

Dorothy Boyles 

Agnes Adams 

Barbara Parson 

Larry & Susan Warwick 

Barry & Louise Bishop 

Vivian Warwick 

Bob & Barbara Prater 

Jerry & Frances Jones 

Betty Collier 

Stan & Jamie McNabb 

Lex & Lynn Hutcheson 

Melba Mahrenholz 

from 

Jean Baker 

Ann Hand 

Diane Chellstorp 

Alex Hohne 

Geary & Arianne Howell 

Craig & Stacey Hamby 

Loretta McCabe 

Bob & Barbara Prater 

Larry & Susan Warwick 

Barry & Louise Bishop 

Amanda & Harry Kaupp 

Ann Cunningham 

Bill & Bunny Comer 

WC & Jane Anne Driver 

Ona Westigard 

Carla Parson 

Dudley & Anne Tipps 

Dennis & Sherry Horn 

Jerry & Frances Jones 

Betty Collier 

Charlotte Hatheway 

Lex & Lynn Hutcheson 

Martha Ervin 

Bill & Charlotte Bethmann 

Leon Smith 

from 

Ann Hand 

Larry & Susan Warwick 

Strangely Warmed SS class 

Sanctuary Choir 

Barry & Louise Bishop 

Amanda & Harry Kaupp 

Lynda Phillips 

FW Nelms 

Alberta Parks 

Bill & Bunny Comer 

Roberta Jones 

Larry Dean family 

John & Maxine Neal 

WC & Jane Anne Driver 

Joe Riggins 

Charlie & Juanita Bair 

Bob & Barbara Prater 

Dudley & Anne Tipps 

Dennis & Sherry Horn 

Jerry & Frances Jones 

Charlotte Hatheway 

Ron & Elaine Kohl 

Marvin & Theresa Painter 

Lex & Lynn Hutcheson 

Martha Ervin 

Jean Baker 

Bill & Charlotte Bethmann 

Pathfinders Bible Study Class,  

FBC Murfreesboro Dick Rhudy 

from 

Rush & Belinda Bricken 

Bob & Lynn Van Patten 

Lex & Lynn Hutcheson 

Jim & Willo Anne Hawkins 

Diane Herron, Jim & Richard Herron 

Bill & Bunny Comer 

Jean Baker 

Jo Etta Kaaz 

Laura Orr 

Charlie & Gerry Nokes 

Mike & Denise Wilcox 

Charlotte Hatheway 

Paul & Judith Bontrager 

Courtside at Lakewood Association 

Leota & Clyde Phillips 
from 

Ann Hand 

 

Bill Starnes 
from 

WC & Jane Anne Driver 

 

Nat & Nancy Washburn 
from 

Joe & Ann Lester 

 

Robbie Frame  
from 

Charlotte Hatheway 

2021 Honorariums 
 

George Jensen 

from  

Trudy Rosin & family 

 

Grace Caps 

from 

WC & Jane Anne Driver 

 

Bill & Debbie Sanders 

Clare Bates 

Nancy Wood 

from  

Lynn Brumfield 



 

Keeping In Prayers 
Joyce Mathis 

Peggy Marshall 

Tim Counts 

Toni & Bill Overton 

Rosemary Starnes 

Martha Carden 

Verna Hastings 

Mary Alice Hollinshead 

Gina Henshaw (daughter of    

    Kay Crosswy) 

Millie Jones (friend of Cindy  

    Stoker & Carl Brandt 

Wesley Elliott 

Brent Powell 

Louise Reeves 

Beverly Lindsay 

Ruby Hobbs 

Dan Stone 

Nancy Wright 

Mary Lou Barnett 

Matthew & Steele Nelms (grandson &  

    great-grandson of the Praters) 

Carl Corley (nephew of Steve Hoagland) 

Carter Ray (great-grandson Billy Ray) 
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If you have someone you would like to add to the prayer list, please contact the church office at  

455-5434 or fumc@lighttube.net. Also, if you have updates about your loved one currently on the  

prayer list, please contact the office with that information. It is important for us to have the most  

accurate information so that we may provide the appropriate congregational care.  

With Sympathy 
 

Bobbie Ray - December 20th 
 

Melba Mahrenholz - January 10th 
 

Leon Smith - January 17th 
 

Robbie Frame - January 30th 
 

John Thomas Wells, Jr. - February 4th 

(nephew of Esther Sims)  
 

Ken Nelms - February 5th 

(son-in-law of the Praters) 
 

Dick Rhudy - February 18th 

 

James Hawkins - March 25th 

Easter Lilies 

This year for Easter, we will have Easter Lilies available to 

purchase.  If you would like to purchase a Lily in memory 

of or in honor of  a loved one, please contact the church 

office. The cost for each Lily is $10 (limit 2 per person). 
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Church Office:  931-455-5434 or fumc@lighttube.net  Pastor Rickey’s Cell:  931-222-0314  
Finance Office:  931-455-7127 or financefumc@lighttube.net 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday, 8am-4pm  Fridays, 8am-12pm   
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Our main Facebook page is 
First United Methodist Church.  
We also have a Youth page - 

FUMC Tullahoma Youth  
Ministry; and a Children’s  

page - Children’s Ministry of 
FUMC Tullahoma. 


