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Empty Tomb – Full Life
When I was in the third grade, my teacher gave each child in the class a small
green book. On the cover, was a picture of a tomb with a large round stone
partially rolled back revealing an empty space? I do not remember the
exact words printed on the cover, but there were two or three.
However, the picture of that tomb and the stone will be with
me always. In fact, I recall the little book in my mind each
year at Easter.
This story may date me a bit. I am sure that third grade
teachers could not give away such a book today – sadly.
However, my teacher did not tell us the story, she did not
read the story, nor did she push faith on us at all. She simply
gave us a gift; we could do with it as we pleased. I read the little book. It told the story of an empty tomb.
In some ways, the resurrection is a complicated theological concept. Many people through the years have
raised questions about how it happened, all the implications involved, and even if it was real or metaphorical.
Nonetheless, in a profound way, the resurrection is very simple. One might even say that it is third grade
simple.
Let me try to explain. Almost from the beginning of time, two interconnected problems have plagued the
human race. One is sin; the other is death. From the Bible we learn that death came into being because
humans sinned. Therefore, each person is a sinner, and every person will die. Because Jesus was faithful to
the Father, even to the point of dying on a cross, the sin of humanity can be forgiven. As the Psalmist says,
our sin is separated from us as far as the east is from the west, and our sin will be remembered no more.
Therefore, since the power of sin has been overcome through the sacrifice of Jesus, then the power of death
must also be gone!
The resurrection of Jesus is just that –
power over death. You see, Easter Sunday
Holy Week & Easter Services
is a celebration! We celebrate that sin and
Thursday, April 18th
death no longer have power over the
Maundy Thursday Service, 7 p.m.;
believer. We are children of the One God,
nursery open
a Holy Nation, and the Body of Christ.
Friday, April 19th
We have been redeemed by the blood of
Good Friday Service, 7 p.m.;
Christ, died with Christ in baptism, and
nursery open
raised to new life – eternal life, with Jesus.
Sunday, April 21st - Easter
Just remember, the stone was not rolled
6 a.m. - Outdoor Sunrise Service
away to let Jesus out; the stone was rolled
7 a.m. - Breakfast in Davidson Hall,
away so that we may go in – go in and see
provided by United Methodist Men
that the power of sin and death are gone.
8 a.m. - Traditional Service in the Historic Sanctuary
Your life, and my life, can be full, whole,
9 a.m. - First Light Modern Service in the Family
and complete today because two thousand
Activity Center
years ago, the grave could not hold our
10 a.m. - Sunday School for all ages
Lord, and his tomb is empty. My prayer
11 a.m. - Traditional Service in the Historic Sanctuary;
is that you will find the fullness of life that
Children’s Church
comes from an empty tomb.
*The church office will be closed Monday, April 22nd.*
-God bless, Pastor Rickey
Recordings of Pastor Rickey’s sermons are available on our website. Go to www.fumctullahoma.com, select the
“podcast” tab and then you may scroll down on that page and select the sermon you want to listen to.

208 West Lauderdale Street - 931.455.5434 - www.fumctullahoma.com
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Calendar

The Good News

Sunday Mornings
8am

Worship—Traditional Service,
Sanctuary
9am
Worship—First Light Modern
Service, Family Activity Center
10am
Sunday School for all ages;
various locations
10:30am Dossett Chapel Sunday School
11am
Worship—Traditional Service,
Sanctuary

Ongoing Activities
Sundays
 High School Youth Group, 5-7pm
 Disciple Fast Track, 5:30-7pm; Davidson
Hall
Mondays
 GriefShare, 3:30-5pm; Davidson Hall
 Handbells, 5:30-6:30pm
Tuesdays
 Knitters’ Group, 10am-12pm; room #4,
Davidson Hall (3rd, 4th & 5th Tue.)
 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial
Assistance, 10:30am
 Boy Scouts 7-8:30pm
Wednesdays
 Dossett Chapel activities, 3:15-5pm
 High School Youth Disciple,
3:30-5:30pm; the House
 Instrument Ensemble, 5:30-6:15pm
 Middle School Youth Group, 6-8pm
 Choir Rehearsal, 6:30-7:45pm
 Adult Bible Study, 6:30-8pm; room #113
Thursdays
 Disciple Fast Track, 9-10:30am;
Davidson Hall
 Henry Center Food Pantry & Financial
Assistance, 10:30am
 Henry Center Clothes Closet, 12-2pm
Fridays
 Adult Art Group, 10am, art room, main
bldg.
 Young Moms’ Group (begins April 5th),
9-10am; room #113, main building;
studying “Ruth” by Kelly Minter

What’s Happening In April
Tuesday, April 2nd - Golden Circle, 11:30am;
Davidson Hall
Thursday, April 4th - Trustees meeting, 6:30pm;
conference room, main building
Thursday, April 11th - Senior Adult trip, Upper
Room/Parthenon/Lunch, 8am
Sunday, April 14th - Palm Sunday
Monday, April 15th - United Methodist Women
3rd Monday meeting, 10:30am; Davidson Hall
Tuesday, April 16th - Encouragers’ Luncheon,
12pm; Applebee’s
Thursday, April 18th - Maundy Thursday Service, 7pm
Friday, April 19th - Good Friday Service, 7pm
Saturday, April 20th - Children’s Easter Egg Hunt,
10-11am; Thoma residence
Tuesday, April 23rd - “The Table” Community
Feeding Program, 12pm; Davidson Hall
Friday-Sunday, April 26th-28th - All Church
Retreat; Beersheba Springs Assembly

Upcoming Sermons
April 7th - “Foolish Galatians” - Galatians 3:1-5
April 14th - “We Must Praise God” - Luke 19:29-40
(Palm Sunday)
Easter Sunday, we will begin a new sermon series on the
“I Am” statements of Jesus, found in the book of John
April 21st - “Yes, I Believe” - John 11:17-27
(Easter Sunday)
April 28th - “Vine and Branches” - John 15:4-5
(Unified Service, 11am)
May 5th - “Feast on the Lord” - John 6:35-40
May 12th - “The Way, the Truth, the Life” - John 14:1-7
(Mothers’ Day)
May 19th - “The Light of the World” - John 7:37-38; 8:12
May 26th - “The Good Shephard” - John 10:11-18
(Memorial Day Unified Service, 10am)
June 2nd - “The Gate to Eternal Life” - John 10:7-10
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Children’s Ministry—Julie Uehlein
Jesus said, “Let the
Little Children come
to me and do not
hinder them for
the Kingdom of
God belongs to such
as these” Mark 10:14-1
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Sunday Mornings
Nursery Hours
8 a.m. - 12 noon
Sunday School
10 a.m. (main bldg., 2nd floor)

***To receive communications relating to Children’s Ministry, text CHILDREN to 931-452-4747***
The Easter season and Spring are upon
us and I could not be more thrilled!
I hope you and your child will join us Wednesday,
April 10th at 1:30pm at Moring Pointe, located at
711 Kings Lane, to stuff Easter eggs with the
residents. The eggs we stuff are for our Easter
Egg Hunt and the time spent with the residents will be priceless.
On April 14th, Palm Sunday, your child is invited
to wave palm branches. For the 9am First Light
service, please meet by the coffee station at 8:55.
For the 11am service, meet at the back of the
sanctuary at 10:50.
Our Easter Egg Hunt will be April
20th from 10-11am at the home of
Brac and Emily Thoma, located at
1006 Wilson Avenue. Please park
at the Lutheran church across the street.
We will offer Children’s Church at the
11am Easter service.
The All Church Retreat is April 26th-28th and I
hope your family will join us. **PLEASE NOTE:
No Sunday School on Sunday, April 28th**
VBS is only 2 months away. Can you help with
VBS the week before, during or cleanup after?
If so, contact Beth Harrison (434-2425).
We have an exciting event scheduled for summer
Sunday School! Watch for more details.
Summer 2019 Cedar Crest Camp
dates are June 23rd-28th. Is your child
interested in going? See me ASAP
Be blessed! Miss Julie

Our nursery is available for
children who have not
entered elementary school,
when age appropriate classes
are not offered. The children
are introduced to the Sunday School lesson that
Pre-K - 5th grade are taught.
Besides Sunday mornings, the nursery will also
be available for the following events:
 Maundy Thursday Service - April 18th, 7pm
 Good Friday Service - April 19th, 7pm
The nursery will not be open on April 28th
due to the All Church Retreat
McLayne and
Sam Bobo both
learned and
recited the
Books of the
Bible, Old and
New testaments,
for the month
of March.
Calendar of Events
April
10th Stuff Easter eggs at Morning Pointe,
1:30pm
14th Palm Sunday; children are invited to
carry palm branches at the 9 and 11am
services
20th Easter Egg Hunt, 10-11am; Thoma home
21st Easter; Children’s Church at 11am
service
26th-28th All Church Retreat

Sermon Notes and activities available at each worship service. Have your child check them out.
They are available at the front and back of the Main Sanctuary and at the front table in the gym.

Page 4

Youth Ministry—Kris Roberts

The Good News

Senior Ministry—Esther J. Sims
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Thought for the Month: The Bible says, “By his power God raised
the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also” (1 Corinthians 6:14).
As Easter comes our way this year, that’s a truth to hang our lives
upon. It’s great news that Jesus rose from the dead. But what turns
that truth from black and white to living color is that one day — if
you trust in him — he will raise you from the grave, too. (Rick Warren).

April Happenings…
Tuesday, April 2nd - Golden Circle,
11:30am; Davidson Hall
Thursday, April 11th - Upper Room,
Parthenon & Lunch, 8am
Holy Week - April 14th-21st (see front
cover for worship schedule)
Tuesday, April 16th - Encouragers’
Luncheon, 12pm; Applebee’s
Tuesday, April 23rd - “The Table”,
12-1pm; Davidson Hall
Thursday, 25th - Book Club, 6:30pm;
“If Eve Only Knew: Freeing Yourself
from Biblical Womanhood & Becoming
All God Means for You”
Friday-Sunday, April 26th-28th - All
Church Retreat
Sunday, April 28th - Unified Worship
Service, 11am

Our Senior Adult Group enjoying “Singing in the Rain.”
Golden Circle will meet Tuesday, April 2nd
at 11:30 am. We do not have a program
scheduled for our April meeting. If you would
like to do a program for us, please contact
Esther. We would be happy to have you join
us and hear your presentation. Many thanks to
Charlie Bair for his program in March.
Our Children’s Ministry and
Morning Point Residents will be
“stuffing eggs” on Wednesday, April
10th at 1pm, for our Children's Easter
Egg Hunt. We are invited to help. Please let
Julie or me know if you are interested in stuffing eggs. In the past, this has been lots of fun
and a good way to "catch up" on one another.

April Birthdays
1 Jerry Coleman
4 Fanny Peck
6 Bobbie Ray
7 Jim Mitchell
11 John Roberson
20 Dean Coleman
30 Inia Cruise

Got Stiffness & Pain Help is on the way!
Very soon we will
be offering a program called "Walk With
Ease." More information to come. Watch the
Senior Adult bulletin board and sign up for text
messages on your phone.

Check Senior Adult Bulletin Board weekly for updates, photos and more details.
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First Light & Outreach Ministry—Jeff Harrison

The Good News

Hey Everyone,
The other day I was on a Facebook
forum about ministry, and specifically
outreach, and the question came up,
“Do you use Facebook to boost your
posts and essentially create advertising
for your church?” I responded, “Yes, we
have as a church, and it usually increases
the number of views for a video about 10 fold.”
Usually our posts get 200 to 400 views and our boosted posts (where Facebook actually puts the post in front
of people, instead of them searching it out) usually get around 2,000 to 4,000 views. Then, of course, the internet trolls come out of their hiding holes and say, “But shouldn’t we be evangelizing people, spreading the
gospel, inviting people to church, and not boosting posts on Facebook?” I replied and said, “The goal of
boosting our posts is so that people in our community (Tullahoma) see what is going on at our church.”
We have to be very careful when thinking about advertising and what we want to accomplish through it.
Boosting a post on Facebook does one thing, it gets the word out. That’s all we want it to do. But this also
works hand in hand with the other part of our outreach to the community. That’s where you come in. We
need you to be praying for and inviting people you know to come to church with you. Our posts on Facebook
actually help you in this regard. Since we pay for these posts to be in front of the people of our community,
they feel like they know the church, even just a little bit, and when
you ask them, “Hey, I’d love for you to come to church with me on
Sunday?” and they ask what church and you say First United
Methodist, they think, “Oh yeah, I saw something about that sermon
series “Tidying Up” on Facebook.” It’s something they have seen,
something they know. This way, the concept of going to church and
the church itself is not so foreign, but familiar. We need both parts for
this to be effective.

Come Worship
With Us!

Easter is coming up at the end of the month. People who don’t attend church on a regular basis are thinking
about plans for that Sunday. Invite them to come and worship with us on Easter. They need to hear the
good news that Jesus Christ died for all of our sins and that he rose on the third day and brought everlasting
life to all of us! -In Christ, Jeff

Communion Servers - Once a month
Tech Team - Every / every other week
Coffee - Once a month on rotation
Worship Team - Every /every other week
Contact Jeff @ jeffhfumc@lighttube.net for more info.

April 2019

Missions & Opportunities to Serve
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The Henry Center—Jeff Harrison
Hey Everyone,
First, let me say a huge ‘THANK YOU’ to everyone who gave to our special
offering that we received at the beginning of March. We received over 16
THOUSAND dollars! That is truly amazing and we thank you all for your
support and give all the glory to God as we continue to serve our neighbors. As I
shared on Facebook, I am trying to create stronger bonds between our ministry and the other charitable ministries in our community. Through those efforts we were able to help an elderly couple who
were in great need and were able to pay their utility bill, which was very large. The Good Samaritan,
the Attic Outlet and the Henry Center were able to work together to get that bill resolved.
We still need more volunteers on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:30am to around 2pm. If you are
interested, please contact me here at the church and we will get you involved. It is a great opportunity
to be the hands and feet of Christ to our neighbors and community.

“The Table” Community Feeding Program

Missions Moment—Holt Cason
Reflecting upon the recent damage by tornados in neighboring
states reminded me that there
are numerous ways to participate in Missions work. After any disaster, the
first responders, such as the fire department,
emergency medical personnel, search and recovery, public utilities, highway maintenance,
etc. go to the damaged area. After the work is
completed by the aforementioned entities,
disaster response teams, including Volunteers in Mission teams, go to perform cleanup, assist with rebuilding, provide encouragement, pray with the people that have been affected, and in general to be a helping hand. If
you are ready to help others this is an opportunity to do missions work nearby.

The Community Feeding
Program “The Table” will
be serving meals April
23rd, in Davidson Hall
from 12 noon until 1pm. Shorter Chapel
AME Church will be providing the food.
They will need some help from us with the
serving and cleanup. There will be a signup
list for those wishing to help posted by April
7th. “The Table” is the fourth Tuesday of each
month foreseeing no conflicts. Come help us
build community with the people of our town
and county. A BIG THANK YOU to King's
Cross for providing the food and volunteers
for the March Feeding Program.

-Tullahoma FUMC volunteers
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Discipleship Ministry—Kris Roberts

The Good News
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Why Worship on Sunday?
Through the centuries, people ask this question: “Why
do most Christians worship on Sunday?” This is a
particularly interesting question especially when we
have so much history in the Bible of God’s people
worshipping on the Sabbath (Saturday). We understand that Jesus growing up as a Jewish boy would
have gone to the Synagogue on the Sabbath. We also
understand that God instructed Moses in the Ten
Commandments to remember the Sabbath day to keep
it holy. Further still, we believe that God created all
that is, seen and unseen, in six days and rested on the
Sabbath day. Therefore, “Why Sunday” is a good
question.
This question has many answers as one looks back
through time. Some Christians do worship on Saturday (the Sabbath) because they feel that as part of the
Ten Commandments, the Sabbath reflects God’s unchanging will for humanity. Other Christians worship
on Sunday (The Lord’s Day) because they feel it also
has warrant in Scripture. After the Gospel accounts, we find several occasions where the early
church gathered on Sunday to worship, Acts 20:7 or 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 are just a couple of examples. Others will point to texts such as Saint Luke 6:5 where Jesus says the he is, “Lord of the
Sabbath.” However, simply using Scripture to make our point does not help much, regardless
where we stand on the question. In fact, many church splits have occurred because good Christian
people saw different things as supported by Scripture.
The real answer to why we worship on Sunday may be nothing more than heritage. Now do not
get me wrong, our heritage is rooted in Scripture and theological reflection, but for many, we worship on Sunday because Mother worshipped on Sunday, and told us to do the same. We do a
great many things because, “We have always done it that way!”
Nonetheless, for those Christians who worship on Sunday, the
theology behind doing so is simple. God raised Jesus from the
dead on that first Easter Sunday. That Sunday God made everything new, on earth and in heaven. The bonds of sin and
death were broken, and humanity was released from bondage.
Therefore, those of us who worship on Sunday see every Sunday as a little Easter. We do not fast on Sunday, work on Sunday, or do other ordinary things on Sunday. Sunday is the day
that God raised Jesus from the dead and restored life to his
physical body – Sunday is also the day we worship the God,
who through grace, allowed us to die to sin that we may be
raised to new life in Christ Jesus! -God bless, Pastor Rickey.
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United Methodist Women—Ann Hand
Our next 3rd Monday meeting will be April 15th, at 10:30am, in Davidson Hall. We will have a
Board meeting at 9:30am Our program is provided by Life Choices from Winchester. Life Choices
is an organization offering counseling to young women who are pregnant.
For reservations, call Dianne Barksdale at 455-9275.
Please note: we will not be having our “Treasures Sale” this year.

Attendance

Finance

Average Attendance 2019

January 2019

8:00 a.m. Worship
First Light Worship
11:00 a.m. Worship
Total

59
135
105
299

Sunday School

110

Revenue
YTD Budget
Received
Expenditures
YTD Budget
Disbursed

$ 145,550
$ 141,604
$ 145,550
$ 146,503

Baptisms
Nancy Claire McNabb,
daughter of Dolly & Trey
McNabb, was baptized
Sunday, February 24th.

Sadie Harrison,
daughter of Beth & Jeff
Harrison, was baptized
Sunday, March 10th.

Home Communion Teams
We are still in need of two more teams to serve Home Communion. Our Home
Communion teams only serve two to three times a year, once a month. Those
interested can email Wendy Colvin at wendypc13@gmail.com for details.

At FUMC there are many ways to give:
Electronic: Visit our website, www.fumctullahoma.com, and click the online giving link.
Bank drafts & automatic payments can be set up with Katrina in the finance office.
Text: If you would like to use your phone to give, simply text “Give2fumc” to 732-56 and
follow the prompts.
Weekly envelopes can be requested from Katrina.
For more information, please contact Katrina Walton in the Finance Office
at 455-7127 or financefumc@lighttube.net. Thank you for giving!

April 2019
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Keeping In Prayers
Marcia Massengill
Jimmy Childers
James Childers
Inia Cruise
Barbara TeVrucht
Buddy Chellstorp
Joan Alexander
Beth Watson
Jobie Corn (aunt of Tommie
Hoagland)
Leslee Nelius (sister-in-law of
Sylvia Epley)

Rita Breezley
Mary Alice Hollinshead
Hilda Anthony Hand (sister-inlaw of Ann Hand)
Greg Miller (cousin of Janiece
Cook)
Judy Babb (friend of Karen
Ortiz)
Betty Peterson
Forrest Frame
Mary Lou Barnett
Ruby Hobbs

Sue Molvik (friends of Pam &
Frank Steinle)
Ken Nutt
Lloyd Long (brother of Sylvia
Garner)
Pam Asmann (family of Marcia
Massengill)
Carolyn Graham (sister of Bob
Prater)
Billy Roy & Dale Murray (Nancy
Wright’s family)

If you have someone you would like to add to the prayer list, please contact the church office at
455-5434 or fumc@lighttube.net. Also, if you have updates about your loved one currently on the
prayer list, please contact the office with that information. It is important for us to have the most
accurate information so that we may provide the appropriate congregational care.

Memorials
Ryan Logan
from
Jim & Evelyn Childers
David Goldberg
Dorothy Boyles
Joseph & Mary Barnes
Judith & Wolfgang Roeder
Jim & Lisa Henry
Martha Ervin
Steve Mayes’ Coworkers
Rusty & Cindy Williamson
Patricia Gallagher
Wilhelmina Hand
from
Ann Hand
Ted Ball
from
Charlotte Hatheway
Allie & Dale Hunter

GriefShare
GriefShare meets on Mondays, until May 13th,
from 3:30-5pm in Davidson Hall.
This is a support group for those who are grieving
the loss of a loved one. Each session is selfcontained, and is composed of 3 parts: video,
group discussion and personal workbook.

Easter Lilies
This year for Easter, we will
have Easter Lilies available
to purchase. If you would
like to purchase an Easter
Lily in memory of or in honor
of a loved one, please contact Mandy in the
church office at 455-5434 or fumc@lighttube.net.
The cost for each Lily is $10 (limit 2 per person).

Encouragers’ Group
We will meet on Tuesday, April 16th at 12pm, at Applebee’s. -God bless, Linda Roberts
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Connect

931.455.5434

fumc@lighttube.net

Senior Pastor

Pastor Rickey Wade

Administrative Assistant
First Light/Outreach Ministry
Youth & Discipleship Ministry
Children’s Ministry
Senior’s Ministry
Henry Center Ministry
Dossett Chapel
Instrumental Music Director
Choir Director
Organist and Accompanist
Music Ministry (First Light)
Financial Assistant
Facilitator
Stephen Ministries

Mandy White
Jeff Harrison
Kris Roberts
Julie Uehlein
Esther J. Sims
Jeff Harrison
Larry Dickerson
Doug Clark
Adam Womack
Chris Blondin
John Cook
Katrina Walton
Elmo Birkhead
Larry Crabtree
Rosemary Crabtree

pastorfumc@lighttube.net
931-222-0314
fumc@lighttube.net
jeffhfumc@lighttube.net
krisfumc@lighttube.net
childrensfumc@lighttube.net
ejsfumc@lighttube.net
jeffhfumc@lighttube.net
larryd33@gmail.com
doug.fumc@gmail.com
adam.womack@tcsedu.net
blondinmusic@bellsouth.net
johnjaniece@bellsouth.net
financefumc@lighttube.net
fumc23@lighttube.net
49crab@bellsouth.net
janecrab@bellsouth.net

Church Office Hours: 8am- 4pm Monday -Thursday, 8am-12pm Friday
To receive text
messages & emails
from the church to
keep you in the loop
about everything that
is going on, just text the word church to 931-452-4747
and click on the response. You may also signup to
receive texts from specific areas of ministry. For our
Youth Ministry, text youth; for our Children’s
Ministry, text children; for our Senior Adults ministry,
text fumcsam . Once your form is filled out, we will
begin sending you all the info you'll need.

Our main Facebook page is First
United Methodist Church.
We also have a Youth page FUMC Tullahoma Youth Ministry;
and a Children’s page - Children’s
Ministry of FUMC Tullahoma.

To receive this newsletter electronically, just email Mandy at fumc@lighttube.net. Help us save paper,
postage and time! You can also find the newsletter on our website, www.fumctullahoma.com
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