
 
July 30th, 2020 

Life is Complicated 

Have you ever stopped to think about just how complicated  

life can be?  On the surface a great many things seem simple, 

but then there are the details. I have often heard, “The devil is  

in the details.”  It reminds me of past engineering projects. Most  

projects involved team brainstorming sessions.  On more than one  

occasion, a good friend would say to me, “That’s a good idea Rick; it just won’t work.”  The point being that the 

overall idea was good but the details of manufacturing a certain part or manipulating a certain process became 

so complicated or labor intensive as to be cost prohibitive.  Life seems to be like that; what seems simple at first 

can be anything but simple. 

 

Life is not simple because human beings are complex with an almost endless array of experiences and environ-

ments.  In short, even two people who are most alike still remain very different.  In the one sense, different is 

good, in another sense, it sure does make it hard for people to agree, compromise, and get along.  To some ex-

tent, we all want our own way, and we each believe our way to be the best for everyone.  This is where we need 

God!  We need to hear God speak into our lives, “don’t lie, don’t steal, don’t murder” and so on.  Furthermore, 

we need God to speak into our lives, “Love your neighbor as you love yourself” (Leviticus 19:18).   We even 

need God to speak to us, “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you” (Matthew 7:12), and “Do not be 

overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good” (Romans 12:21).  

 

In a complicated world there are two things that have a real way of making it less so: “Please,” and “Thank 

you.”  It is just as easy to ask someone with “please” as it is to bark orders.  Then again, being grateful for what-

ever another brings to the conversation or effort with “Thank you” takes nothing extra but provides so much.   

If we want less stress in our life, then let us practice being less stressful toward others.  All of this seems so  

simple.  Being kind, caring, compassionate, and respectful are simple.  Then why does life seem so complicat-

ed?  Maybe because such attributes are in such short supply!    
 

-God bless!  Pastor Rick 

Please note:  We will continue to send out a weekly newsletter through the month of August. 

Church Office Hours   

Throughout the month of August, the church  

office will be open Monday through Thursday  

from 8am-4pm, and closed on Fridays.   

As always, you may reach us by phone or email:  

        Church Office:   931-455-5434  

              fumc@lighttube.net 

       Finance Office:    931-455-7127  

                         financefumc@lighttube.net 

 

The ministry staff continues to always be  

available for any pastoral needs that may arise. 

Daily Devotionals  

Join us on Facebook  

each evening at 6:30pm  

for a short video devotional. 

Holy Communion on Thursdays 
Each Thursday, Pastor Rickey will be 

leading Communion on Facebook  

Live at 6:30pm.  Additionally, we  

will have limited (6-10) in-person participation.  If  

you like to attend one of these in-person Communion 

Services, please contact the church office.  

Sunday Worship Opportunities 
     8am   Traditional Worship Service, Sanctuary 

9:30am   Pre-recorded video service on our  

               Facebook page 

9:30am   Modern Worship Service, Family Activity  

               Center 

   11am   Traditional Worship Service, Sanctuary 

   12pm   Service on air at Thunder Radio 107.9FM    

               or 1320AM  

     6pm   Modern Worship Service, Family Activity 

    Center (nursery available by reservation only) 



FUMC youth and parents! Join us  

this Sunday evening at 5pm for a brief 

meeting to discuss the  plan for youth 

ministry this school year. This will be a great  

time to further our planning, get questions an-

swered, and reconnect. We hope to see you then!  

We  have had such a 

wonderful response 

of people willing to 

make masks for  

students at Farrar  

Elementary School.  

We hope to deliver 

100+ masks to Farrar  

the day after Labor  

Day, September 8th. 

 

Ten Things to Do While 

“Sheltering” at Home:  

   1) Create a recipe book for the   

   family,  2) Try scrapbooking,  

   3) gather items to donate,  

4) have fun with an adult coloring book,  5) Picnic  

in the backyard or inside,  6) have a formal tea party,  

7) play solitaire dominoes (I have the rules if you 

need them),  8) play Bingo,  9) make a family tree, 

10) Upcycle old items (see picture of boots used as 

planters). 

Jeremiah 29:11  “For I  

know the plans I have for  

you" declares the Lord.  

"Plans to prosper you and  

not to harm you. Plans to give you a hope and future” 
 

Do you believe that everything is part of a plan, a  

design, an intervention of God in our affairs?  I am 

convinced that God's love can transform the darkness 

of a disaster or the irrationality of a pandemic into an 

event that can influence or even change or lives for 

good.  Let's trust God in our present darkness. 

    Covering your children in prayer.   

             Will you join me? 

 

  Lord, I pray that  your children would   

    understand their need for Jesus and  

rejoice in the good news of the Gospel. Blessed be  

the Lord, who daily bears us up; God is our salvation. 

Our God is a God of salvation, and to GOD, the Lord, 

belong deliverances from death. (Psalms 68:19-20) 
 

Lord, I pray that your children will love learning; that 

their hearts would seek to understand the world you 

have created.  The heart of him who has understand-

ing seeks knowledge, but the mouths of fools feed on 

folly. (Proverbs 15:14) 
 

Lord, I pray that as they learn about your world, they 

would behold the majesty of your glory. The heavens 

declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims 

his handiwork. Day to day pours out speech, and 

night to night reveals knowledge. (Psalm 19:1) 
 

Lord, I pray that you would surround them with 

friends who make wise choices and encourage their 

faith.  Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise, but 

the companion of fools will suffer harm. (Proverbs 

13:20) 
 

Lord, I pray that their teachers would be wise and 

gentle.  The tongue of the wise commends knowledge, 

but the mouths of fools pour out folly. A gentle tongue 

is a tree of life, but perverseness in it breaks the spirit 

(Proverbs 15:2,4). 

 

The nursery is open on Sundays  

for the 6pm service. Reservations 

are required (call or text me at  

581-8320) by noon on Friday. 
                         

I will continue to keep in touch with you thru our 

Children’s Facebook page:  Children’s Ministry of 

FUMC Tullahoma and by Text in Church (text 

CHILDREN to 931-452-4747).  Be on the lookout  

for ways to connect, ways to spiritually engage your 

children, and some fun activities.    
 

-Working with and MISSING you, Julie  

Zoom Live 

Hangouts  

will resume  

on Wednesday  

night, August  

6th at 6pm.  

Barbara Oakley, July 29 

Dennis Hyde, July 29           

Gary Fergus, August 1 

Ruth Wilson, August 1         

Rush Bricken, August 4          

Jim Henry, August 4 

Jim House, August 5            

Ann Lester, August 6                 

Bill Bethmann, August 6         



You can reach us on Facebook: 
 

FUMC Tullahoma 
 

FUMC Tullahoma  

Youth Ministries 
 

Children’s Ministry  

of FUMC Tullahoma 

To receive messages  

from the church to  

keep you in the loop  

about everything that is going on, just text the word 

church to 931-452-4747 and click on the response. 

You may also signup to receive texts from specific 

areas of ministry. For our Youth Ministry, text  

youth; for our Children’s Ministry, text children;  

for our Senior Adults ministry, text fumcsam. Once 

your form is filled out, we will begin sending you  

all the info you'll need. 

Online Giving 
At FUMC there are many ways to give:   

   Electronic:  go to www.fumctullahoma.com,  

and click the online giving link.   

   Bank drafts & automatic payments can be  

set up with the finance office.   

   Text:  to use your phone to give, simply text 

Give2fumc to 732-56 and follow the prompts.    
 

For more information, please contact Katrina  

Walton in the Finance Office. Thank you for giving! 

           Henry Center 
The Food Pantry and Financial  

Assistance portions of the Henry  
Center continue to serve the  
community Tuesdays & Thursdays from 12-2pm. 
They are currently needing more plastic bags.  If you 

can, please double bag them and bring them to the 
church.  Containers are located outside the Lauderdale 
Street door of the main building and the gym doors of 

the Family Activity Center.  The Clothes Closet will  
not be open during this time. 

 

If you would like to volunteer, please contact  

Jeff Harrison at 931-434-2373. 
 

At this time, the Clothes Closet is unable to take  
donations.  As soon as we are able to take in more 
items, we will let everyone know.  Thank you for  

your faithful support to the Henry Center. 

Dossett Chapel 
On Wednesdays, we are continuing to hand out treat 

bags with non-perishable items, plus other goodies. 
The kids love to hang out and just talk to us, telling  

us what they’re doing, what they’re worried about, etc. 
 

If anyone is interested in using their gifts  
in this area of ministry, please contact  

Jeff Ellison at 512-217-9844 

If you are not on  

Facebook and would 

like some help setting 

up a page, we would 

be happy to assist you 

with that. You may 

contact Jeff Harrison 

at 931-434-2373 or 

Kris Roberts at  

931-581-2310 

Keeping In Prayers 

Dwight Miller 
Our Friends in Guatemala 

Bobbie Ray 
Katie Jo Bailey (family  
    friend of the Browns) 

Carter Ray (great-grandson  
    of Bobbie & Billy Ray) 
Mary Alice Hollinshead 

Lou Ann Mitchell 

We are now on Thunder Radio 107.9 FM 

and 1320 AM at noon, every Sunday.  

Kim Roepke 
Dan Stone 

Nancy Wright 
Ruby Hobbs 
Carl Corley (nephew  

    of Steve Hoagland) 
Inia Cruise 
Mary Lou Barnett 

United Methodist Women News 
The mission work of the UMW continues even if we 

can’t meet.  Our contributions (pledges, birthday dol-
lars, World Thank offerings) are greatly needed in 
these uncommon days.  Please send your contribu-
tions to your circle treasurer or to Helen McClure.  

Note on the memo line how to direct your money.   

Ladies of FUMC Tullahoma  

“It's Not Supposed to Be This Way”   
Have you ever felt or said this? I assume we all  

have many times, especially in the last 4 months!  

Lysa TerKeurst has a book and ladies bible study  
with this exact title. This study is being offered online 

from August 3rd-September 13th.  Will you join  

Beth Harrison and me for this study? Contact me  
at 581-8320 to sign-up.  *Option for printed  

materials instead of online is available* 
 

This would be a great way to connect  

with your church family.  -Julie Uehlein 

Stuart Coulter and his family in the passing of 

his mother, Helen Coulter.  Mrs. Coulter passed 

away July 28th in Hickory, NC 


