Lent
This past Wednesday was Ash Wednesday. It marked the beginning of Lent. Most poignantly, Lent is a time when we reflect
on our humanity, our finite nature, and our need for a Savior.
This is a period of forty days (not counting Sundays) where we
fast and pray, seek God’s guidance, and prepare for the celebration
of the resurrection. In so doing, we repent, seek forgiveness, and
acknowledge our need for God. Therefore, during this time it is
appropriate that we consider what it means to be human.
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Genesis 2:7 tells us, “The LORD God formed man from the dust of the earth. He blew into his nostrils the
breath of life, and man became a living being.” Hebrew teachers came to see a human being as a combination
of the earthly and the divine. We have our body from the earth, and our spirit from God. Being alive as we
know it is an interworking of that finite/infinite combination. As Christians we often acknowledge a similar understanding as we stand by the graveside of a loved one. Many of us have heard the preacher say words
much like these: “This body we commit to the ground, earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.” We may
have also heard words much like these: “This body we give back to the earth from whence it came, and this
spirit back to God from whence it came.” As human beings we are formed of the earth, but in the image of God.
Unless the Lord tarries his coming, each one of us will face death; we will come to that point when our
body will go back to the earth, and our spirit (the breath of life) will go back to God. Now is a good time to
reflect on this fact, the really important things of life, and what it means to be reconciled with God. If you have
been saying to yourself, “I need to get in church,” now would be a good time. If you have been saying, “I need
to renew my walk with Christ,” now would be a good time. Maybe the words of the Apostle Paul would be
fitting here, “As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. For he
says, ‘At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have helped you.’ See, now is the
acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation!” (2 Corinthians 6:1-2).
-God bless, Pastor Rickey

Sunday Worship Opportunities
February 21st
8am Traditional Worship Service, Sanctuary
9:30am Modern Worship Service, Family
Activity Center (nursery available)
11am Traditional Worship Service, Sanctuary
(nursery available)
11am Pre-recorded Worship Service,
Facebook (Please note that you do not
need a Facebook account to watch our
online services/studies, etc. Simply open
your web browser and type in FUMC
Tullahoma Facebook and it will take
you to our page.)
6pm Modern Worship Service, Family
Activity Center
6:40pm Thunder Radio 107.9FM/1320AM
We encourage all to wear face coverings
at all in-person services. Those attending
the 8am and 6pm services (safest services)
agree to wear face coverings.

Lenten Bible Study

February 24th, Pastor Rickey will begin a 5 week study on the sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion. He
will offer 2 classes: In-person Wednesday morning at 9am, in Davidson Hall or Online via Zoom Wednesday
evening at 6:30pm. There is a $5 fee for study materials. Please contact Mandy in the church office to register.

What’s Happening This Week
Sunday, February 21st
Youth Group, 4pm
Tuesday, February 23rd
Henry Center Food Pantry &
Financial Assistance, 12-2pm
Wednesday, February 24th
Lenten Bible Study, 9-10:30am;
Davidson Hall
Dossett Chapel, 3:30-4:30pm
Youth Disciple, 4-6pm; the House
Instrumental Ensemble, 5-5:45pm
Handbells, 6-7pm
Women’s Bible Study, 6pm;
reception room
Lenten Bible Study, 6:30pm; Zoom
Youth Zoom, 7:30pm
Thursday, February 25th
Henry Center Food Pantry &
Financial Assistance, 12-2pm

Please note:
Ms. Esther will be out of town
for the next few weeks. We
will not have Home Meal
Deliveries during this time.

What is Lent? Lent is a period of 40 days (not counting
Sundays) beginning on Ash Wednesday and ending on
Holy Saturday (the Saturday before Easter Sunday). It
is a time when Christians prepare to celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. The time of 40 days is
symbolic of the 40 days our Lord spent in the wilderness and the forty
years the people of God wandered in the wilderness. It has traditionally
been a time when Christians would fast and repent of sin. It has also
been used as a time when those who are estranged from the body of
Christ are reconciled and reunited. In recent times, it has been popular
for Christians to “give up something” for Lent. However, this year, our
church is asking that you do not give something up, but that you take
on a spiritual habit: prayer. We are hoping that each person will dedicate themselves to improving their prayer life over the 40 days of Lent.
Here are some suggested spiritual prayer habits to assist you. Please
consider having your children take up their own prayer time habit as
well as your family praying together.
1) Commit to 5 minutes of daily quiet time and prayer
2) Journal your prayers to God
3) Choose one time of the day to pray as a family aloud
4) Pick one particular person or situation to pray for daily.
5) Commit to pray for God’s direction in the life of our church.
6) Commit to pray for revival in our community.
Lent began on Wednesday, February 17. It’s not too late to start!!
Lent Bingo sheets are on the
Children’s Facebook page
and by the activity sheets in
all services, these are due on
Easter for a prize.
-Working With You, Julie
We don’t care how you dress...we just want to see you!

What an amazing weekend! We took 36 students
and 6 adult leaders to The Vision retreat center
in Huntsville, AL for our virtual Warmth in
Winter last weekend. Our theme verse was
Romans 15:13 in which Paul bestows blessings
on the Roman church with the familiar verse...“May the God of
hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that
you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
Our world is in desperate need of hope! May we find our
hope and joy in Jesus (who is the hope of the world) and
let it overflow into the lives of the people around us!
Next week at the House:
Sunday
4 pm | Youth Group
Wednesday
4:00 pm | Disciple Bible Study
7:30 pm | Zoom Youth

Join us for youth group this Sunday,
February 21st as we look at the
season of Lent. What is Lent? Why
do we observe this specific season?
How can it impact our lives? We
meet from 4-6pm in the House.

Dossett Chapel
We’re trying to build Cub Scout Dens for our Dossett boys and
girls, from Kindergarten to 4th grade. We need Dens for each
grade, and two adults that can be trained by the Scouts to lead
each Den. We do have some parents that want to help, but we really need volunteers from Church that really like young kids and
are willing to teach them Cub Scouting. If you would like to help,
contact Jeff Ellison at jeff.ellison@me.com or (512) 217-9844.
We’re also getting a lot of help with our “Lending Library.” The
Henry Center, several Church members and “The Book Shelf” of
The Literacy Council of Tullahoma have all donated lots of great
books. We’re very excited to get the kids reading and the parents
reading to the kids! Thank you for all your support!

Henry Center
The Food Pantry and Financial Assistance
portions of the Henry Center continue to
serve the community on Tuesdays & Thursdays from 12-2pm. If you would like donate
plastic bags for groceries, f you can, please double bag them and
bring them to the church. Containers are outside the Lauderdale
Street door of the main building and the gym doors of the Family
Activity Center.
To volunteer at the Henry Center,
contact Jeff Harrison at 931-434-2373.
You can reach us
on Facebook:
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Keeping In Prayers
Joyce Mathis
Peggy Marshall
Tim Counts
Toni & Bill Overton
Rosemary Starnes
Charlotte Bethmann
Martha Carden
Matthew & Steele Nelms (family of the
Praters)
Kyle Copeland
Pat Hall (aunt of Adam Womack)
Mary Alice Hollinshead
Verna Hastings
Ruby Hobbs
Katie Jo Bailey (friend of the Browns)
Carter Ray (great-grandson of the Rays)
Dan Stone
Nancy Wright
Carl Corley (nephew of Steve Hoagland)
Mary Lou Barnett
If you have someone you would like to
add to the prayer list, please contact the
church office. Also, if you have updates
about your loved one currently on the
prayer list, please contact the office with
that information. It is important for us
to have the most accurate information
so that we may provide the appropriate
congregational care.

pastorfumc80@gmail.com
931-222-0314
fumc@lighttube.net
jeffhfumc@lighttube.net
krisfumc@lighttube.net
childrensfumc@lighttube.net
ejsfumc@lighttube.net
jeffhfumc@lighttube.net
jeff.ellison@me.com
doug.fumc@gmail.com
womackcadam@gmail.com
blondinmusic@bellsouth.net
johnjaniece@bellsouth.net
financefumc@lighttube.net
fumc23@lighttube.net
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Online Giving
At FUMC there are many ways to give:
Electronic: go to www.fumctullahoma.com,
and click the online giving link.
Bank drafts & automatic payments can be
set up with the finance office.
Text: to use your phone to give, simply text
Give2fumc to 732-56 and follow the prompts.
For more information, please contact Katrina
Walton in the Finance Office. Thank you for giving!

To receive messages
from the church to
keep you in the loop
about everything that’s
going on, just text the word church to 931-452-4747
and click on the response. You may also sign-up
to receive texts from specific areas of ministry. For
our Youth Ministry, text youth; for our Children’s
Ministry, text children; for our Senior Adults
ministry, text fumcsam. Once your form is filled out,
we will begin sending you all the info you'll need.

CONNECTIONAL CORNER
This month’s Connectional Corner continues the series on what various groups are doing to prepare for separation at GC2021. The post- separated UMC will be transformed to the progressive’s ideology. Those progressive advocacy groups taking over the UMC include Mainstream UMC, Uniting Methodist, UMC Next, Reconciling Network, Methodist Federation for Social Action, and Affirmation UM. All have signed on to support
the “Protocol” and separation. They all have websites for further information.
Soon after separation, the default UMC plans to propose changes in the Book of Discipline to reflect new language on human sexuality as expressed on the various progressive websites and undo the GC2019 Traditional
Plan vote. They plan to liberalize its position on marriage and ordination for LGBTQ persons, add the possibility of a U.S. Central Conference which enables each worldwide Central Conference to be self-governing
(differing Book of Disciplines), and possibly trim the size and number of general church boards and agencies
due to the diminished financial health of a separated UMC.
Of all the progressive groups, a non-advocacy group, the Western Jurisdiction Conference leadership, is the
most active in preparing for separation and said that it “is beginning preparations for the GC2021 by recommitting itself to be a faithful, inviting, open, safe and loving place for all people.” Its nearly year-long campaign,
called “Where Love Lives,” is designed to promote “the faith values that have undergirded the Jurisdiction’s
long-term commitment to a scripturally based fully inclusive ministry.” Importantly, the campaign advocates
approval of the “Protocol” that would provide the mechanism for the traditionalists to leave and form a new denomination. “The Protocol offers a way forward to begin easing the five decades of pain created by the wounds
inflicted on LGBTQ persons by the church,” said the spokesperson for the campaign, Bishop Karen Oliveto, the
UMC’s first openly lesbian bishop.
The campaign is a continuation of the Western JC leadership commitment in 2019 “to be a safe harbor for
LGBTQ+ clergy from across the denomination.” It aims to provide “an alternative vision for people to embrace.” The Western JC leadership points toward its vision for what the UMC would look like after separation
takes place. It advocates for its belief “that God’s church is open to all.” “The United Methodist Church is and
will be safe, secure, open, and built on faith in God, trust in one another, and with love for all in all we do.”
What the progressive’s vision is for the default UMC “will have a right to conduct same-sex marriages and ordain qualified lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender persons.” LGBT persons will be represented in leadership
roles and policy-making processes at all levels of the post-separation UM Church. This is what is meant by “full
inclusion.” The Western JC leadership also says the default UMC needs to look at its structures and processes
and discern how to streamline the church’s current financial reality to maximize opportunities for mission and
ministry.”
Continue to pray that the Holy Spirt will work through our church leaders for the good of His kingdom. May
the Prince of Peace bring peace to the United Methodist Church and may all groups remain faithful to Christ.
-Craig Diller, Lay Member to Annual Conference

